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ATHENIAN LETTERS: 


OR; THE 


EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 


OF 


AN AGENT OF THE KING OF PERSIA, 


RESIDING AT ATHENS DURING THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR. 


A NEW EDITION; 


JO WHICH IS PREFIXED A GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX. 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


ILLUSTRATED WITH ENGRAVINGS, AND A MAP OF ANTIENT GREECE. 


VOLUME THE SECOND. 


EON D2 OLN: 


PRINTED FOR T. CADELL JUN. AND W. DAVIES IN THE STRAND. 


1798. 
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Sixth Year of the Peloponnefian War. 
LETTER " 
CII. Hypaspzs ¢o CLEANDER. 


Death and Charaéter of Mecaxnyzus. Of Timoctres the Eubcean. 
Practices of CLEANDER’s enemies, Villainy of APoLLONIDEs the 
phyfician. aa = - = Page 1 


CIII, CreanpeER #o ORSAMES. 


Converfation with Socrates. on the exiftence and worfhip of the 
evil principle. - ae 2 7 


CIV. CLeanpDER fo SMERDIS. 


The character of DEMocRITUS. . = - 15 


CV. ARTAXERxXES to CLEANDER. 


Orders him to encourage the remains of the Median faction at 
Thebes. a2ale J i, i 17 


CVI. CLEANDER fo ORSAMES. 


Further conyerfation with Socrares on the origin and progrefs of 
idolatry. - - - > 19 
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CVII. CLeAnDER fo GoBRYAS. 
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Improbability of fucceeding in his Theban commiffion; fufpeéts it to 
be a contrivance of his enemies. - - | Page 26 


CVIII. Orsames to CLEANDER. 
Voyage down the Delta, defcribes the buildings and curiofities of 
Sais and Bubaftus; reflelions on the religious ceremonies of the 
igyptians. - - - - 28 


CIX. CLreanpER fo GoBRYAS. 
The ftate and difpofition of the Thebans; event of his commiffion ; 
complains of the calumnies of his enemies, and vindicates his own 
condudt. ~ - - - ~ 34 
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CX. SMERDIS to CLEANDER,. 


On the ancient conftitution of Perfia, and education of their 
youth. - - ~ - - 38 
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CXI. Smerois to CLEANDER. | 
The Perfian government founded on the fcheme of a private family. 
43 
CXII. Gosryas fo CLEANDER. 


TERIBAZUs’s enmity, and the reafons of his Theban commiffion ex- 
plained. His credit at court confirmed. The flight of Zopyrus. 


Apprehenfion and death of Oxyarures. Refolution of the Perfian 
council, - BE 5 : 
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CXIII. Orsames fo CLEANDER. 


The ftory of Hazra, the daughter of Besacn. - ~ $1 


CXIV. CLeanper to Hypasprs. 


Journey to Delphi. The fituation, temple, and other curiofities of 
that place defcribed. - 63 
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LETTER 
CXV. Hypaspes fo CLEANDER. 


Orsames’s return from /Egypt, his marriage, and promifing charac- 
ferries - ss - = Page 69 


CXVI. Cratippus fo CLEANDER. 


A general account of the origin and early hiftory of the Spartans. 
Some peculiarities in their manners and conftitution, - 92 


CXVII. CLeanpER ¢o GoBRYAS. 


Rife and conftitution of the Amphi€tyonic council. Extra of 
letters from Athens. - - - 79 


CXVIII. Cratippus to CLEANDER. 


Farther account of the government and manners of the Spartans. 86 


CXIX. Cratippus fo CLEANDER. 


Some account of the education and domeftic difcipline of the Spar- 
tans. - > et - = 95 


CXX. CLeanperR fo SMERDIS, 


Shews, that the oracle at Delphi was wholly fupported by fuperfti- 
tion and impofture, without any intervention of the evil prin- 
- ciple. - - Tm | - - 1Ot 


CXXI. TeLrerpHanes to CLEANDER. 


The barbaric magnificence of the royal palace of Perfepolis; attempt 
to explain fome of its enigmatical ornaments. - 109 


CXXII. CreanperR ¢o ORSAMES. 
Vifit from Delphi to the cave of TropHontus. Relates what paffed 
there. - - - -. “ 1Ig 


CXXIII. CLEANDER fo GOBRYAS. 


Return to Athens. Report of the Athenian deputies. Victory 
gained by DemosTHENEs over the Ambracians. Arrival of Zo- 
pyrus; his views. Character of CLEANDER’s nephew Cua- 
RICLES, - - - > - 118 
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LETTER 
CXXIV. CLeanper #o Bacoas, chief eunuch in the palace of ARTAXERXES. 


Sends a cargo of thirty virgins, whom he defcribes. Defires one 
may be prefented to Hypasrrs. Compliments the eunuch on his 
employment. r. -. - Page 124 


CXXV. Gosryas to CLEANDER. 


Conference with PyrHon on the military preparations carrying on 
in the Perfian dominions. Secret intelligeni¢e from Sparta, In- 
ftructions with regard to ZopyrRus. = - 127 


CXXVI. CLeanner fo Hypaspss. 


Some memoirs of the life and chara€ter of AsPasta. - 132 


CXXVII. CLreanper fo Gosryas. 


Obfervations on SoLon’s law againft ingratitude, and the difcre- 
_ tionary power lodged in the Athenian judges, - 137 


CXXVIIT. CLeanper £0 the fame. 


The rife, progrefs, and balance of the Athenian conftitution, 143 


CXXIX. Creanper fo Hippras. 
The character and difpofition of the Athenian merchants: 148 


_. CXXX. Creanper to Smzrpis. 


Tells him in what manner he obferves the ceremonial part of 


ZOROASTER’s law. - « ~ e)> 12 152 


CXXXI. ARTAPHERNES to eeu nna 


Recalled from his government. Account of his family. Defigns of 


the miniftry. His efteem for CLEANDER. - = 15s 
CXXXII. Creanper to Gosrvas. 
Relates a converfation with ZOPYRUS, > - 158 
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LETTER 
CXXXIII. Cuaricres ¢o CLEANDER. 


Journey to Sufa. Reception from Hypasprs and Gosryas. State 
of affairs at the court. Characters of Gopryas and ‘l'ERIBAzUs. 
Of Xerxes the prince royal, and his brother Socpranus. 

Page 163 


Seventh year of the Peloponnefian. War. 


CXXXIV. Creanper #o Gosryas. 


| > The taking of Pylus by the Athenians., Befieged by the Spartans. 
Affault fuftained by Demosrienes the governor. Pyruon’s ad- 
vices out of Perfia. Zopyrrus ready to fail for Caunus. 169 


CXXXV. Huppras so CLEANDER, 


Account of the unfuccefsful pailion of Hexioporus of Ephefus. 175 


CXXXVI. CLEANDER fo ALEXIAS. 


The ftate of phyfic in Greece. . Charaéter of Hippocrates and his 
works. antl = - - - I 81 


CXXXVII. CLeanper fo Hippras. 


Converfation with Aspasia concerning the influence of various forms 
of government on the manners of the women. - 188 


CXXXVIII. Amorces fo CLEANDER. 


The ill-fuccefs of Zopyrus’s attempt upon Caunus; his conduct 
cenfured at court. ~- - - - 196 


CXXXIX. Smernis ¢o CLEANDER. , 
Gives an.account of the punifhment of fome Sabians, on account of 
their incantations; fears the’ influence’ of. that fe&t ; recommends 
the ufe of power to reftrain. all innovations-in religion. Exhorts 
CLEANDER to take upon him the: part-of a miffionary, in preaching 
up the doctrines-of ZornoasTER to the: Athenians, - 198 
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LETTER 
CXL. Cieanper ¢o Hypasprs. 
Account of a fet of young Athenians, who have formed themfelves 


into a fociety for their improvement in extemporary eloquence. 
Page 202 
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CXLI. Orsames fo CLEANDER. 
Defcription of Taoces his country feat. Converfation on the origin 


of nations, - - = - - 207 


CXLII. CLeanper fo GoBRYAS. 


Raifing the blockade of Pylus. Spartans befieged in Sphacteria. 
Truce between the Athenians and Lacedemonians. Difpofitions 
of the parties at Athens. Charaéter of Nicras. Anfwer fent to 
PytHon. Affairs in Thrace and Sicily. - - 214 
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CXLIII. Orsames fo CLEANDER. 


The Phoenician and A®gyptian Cofmogony expofed. The Magian 
explained and defended by TEasrPEs. - - 220 


CXLIV. Gosryas fo CLEANDER. 


Lays open the views of the Perfian court: inftru€ts him to bribe 
Cieon. Copy of a letter from the king to CLEon. - 228 


~CXLV. Gosryas to CLEANDER. 


Informs him, that a fhip in the Pirzeus is ready to fail at a minute’s 
warning, if his negotiation with Cieon fhould fail: affures him 
of his favour: {peaks of the queen mother’s death, AMoRGEs’s 


vindication, and other occurrences. - - - 233 


CXLVI. Cratippus to CLEANDER. 


Inftructions to the Spartan ambafladors: apprehenfions for the gar- 
rifon in Spha€teria. - - ” . 237 


CXLVII. Creanper fo Gosrvas. 


Gives him an account, in what’ manner he has executed his com- 


A 
f ' 
S 
4 
H 
} 
i 
a 
fe 
a 
6) 
z 
6 
f 
6 
Fi 
y 
£ 
6 


ge” | 5 : ss 
eel | miflion with regard to CLeon:’ danger of his fituation at Athens: 
apy preffes to be recalled. ~ 5 5 ef 240 
tS 
Maw | 
100 SHB Sp, B00, S00 S00, D704, D5 "05, D005, D005 D9, D805 O00 ee S'S" 


CGN TT BE N f S§. 


LETTER 
CXLVIII. CLEANDER fo SMERDIS. 
~ Expreffes his doubts as to the morality of his conduct and employ- 
ment: defires fome confolation from him. - Page 246 


CXLXIX. CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


Detail of the negotiation of the Lacedzmonian embaffadors at Athens: 
CuEon elected general; and other matters. - - 249 


CL. CLEANDER fo ORSAMES. 
Converfation with ALcrBIADES on the rife and character of the 


Sophifts. = a s j 258 


CLI]. CLEANDER #0 ORSAMES. 


Account of a difpute between Socrates and Proracoras the Sophift 
- 264 ‘ 


in the Lyceum. - - - 


CLII. Smerpis-¢o CLEANDER. 
Is concerned for the difquiet of his mind; exhorts him to leave his 
employment in the prefent circumftances, as the only means of 
preferving his integrity. . - ; 269 


CLIT. Gosryas to CLEANDER. 
Arrival of the Lacedemonian embafladors: negotiation between 
them and the king’s minifters; broke off by the latter. Of Pyruon 
the Athenian agent, and other matters. - - 272 


CLIV. CLeanpDeErR ¢o SMERDIS. 


On the art of divination. 2 b: 


CLV. CLeanpER ¢o GosRyas. 
Athenians fuccefs at Sphacteria, and rejoicings for it. Preparations 
; againft Corinth. Maffacre at Corcyra. Refle€tions on the ftate 
of the Perfian affairs with regard to Greece. Renews his defire to 
be recalled. Intelligence fent by PyTHon. - - 289 


CLVI. Crizon and DemosTHENES to the Senate and People of Atheis. 


Narrative of the action at SphaCteria. - - - 294 
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CLVII. CLeaNpDER fo CRATIPPUS. 


Difcourfe with an Athenian on public infcriptions. Page 298 


CLVIII. Creanper ¢o Hypaspss. 

A converfation with Eurrerpes on the machinery of tragedies. Some 
reafons fuggefted, why the Athenians have recourfe to fabulous 
flory alone for their plots. Exhorts him to build a theatre at Sufa. 
Sends him a fketch of a play entitled, Cyrus in Sardis. - 303 


CLIX. Smerpis to CLEANDER. 
Eudeavours to convince him, that oracles and divination have their 
_rife from ARimantus. Origin of evil according to the Magian 
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CLX. Gosryas to-CLEANDER. 

His conduét with regard to Creon applauded ;: and his apprehenfions 
of a difcovery removed. Inftru€ts him in what manner to confer 
with Creon. ARTAPHERNES ready ‘to fet out on his Spartan 
embafly. Enclofes the king’s letter. to that ftate. - 318 
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CLXI. Cratippus to CLEANDER.: 


The unreafonablenef$ of national prejudices. Character of ARIsTo- 
MENES the Meffenian. - - = - 326 


CLXII. CLeanpDER fo SMERDIS. 


Recites a difcourfe of SocraTEs on the immortality of the foul, in a 
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CLXIII, Creanper to Gosrvas.. 


His uneafy fituation at Athens; fubmiffion to the king’s orders. 
CLEon’s return from Sphacteria, and fpeech to the people. Af- 
fembly’s decree about the prifoners, and anfwer to the Spartans 
propofals of peace. Nicras’s ineffectual expedition to Corinth, 
Creon’s extravagant flights. Conference between him and 
CLeanverR. Advice about a general pacification - 337 


S005, S00, S00, "0n, SMe, So, 


4 


: \ 4 \ scat taaas —— — 
vs = oy — ay is ie : = 29), = 39 = 4 = OR ey Ga = x 
=> S695, “P09, BD 055, D “C0, GD “0p, BD 99, D5, D 09. GD "09, D “0g, GBD 04, D 7009, Boy, GZ M99, Gp, SC, G0, 6s, °° 
: oa S09 2 %, = 0. . 


CON TEN TS 
LETTER 
CLXIV. Cratippus to CLEANDER. 


RefleGtions on ARTAPHERNES’S journey and, commiffion. Maflacre 
of two thoufand Helots. Expreffés his deteftation of fuch an act 


of barbarity. ag - - Page 349 


CLXV. CLeaANveR to Hypasres. 


Converfation with AristopHanEs on the turn of his comedies. 353 


CLXVJ.. Orsames fo CLEANDER. 


ART#&US \vifits, him at -Taoces; his thoughts on retirement. Cha- 
iracters of PaRMYs, AZANE, and the other companions of OrsamgEs; 
rejoices:in his own felicity at having entered into a family untainted 
with the vices of the age. -Invites CLEanpeER to fhare the plea- 
fures of the place and the company. - - 362 


CLXVII, Creanper fo Harpanat of Sidon, admiral of the Perfian gallies. 


Congratulates him on his promotion: tells him, in what particulars 
‘the Perfian’ fleet requires’ a reformation. Some remarks on the 


naval power and commierce of the Atheniatis: the former not to 
be had without firft acquiring the latter. - 367 
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CLXVIII. CLeanper fo SMERDIS. 


The: intercommunity of religious’ ceremonies. amongft the Greeks. 
Some particulars of their forms and manner of worfhip. 374 


CLXIX. CLEANDER /o SMERDIS. 
On facrifices. - iit Ls z 379 


CLXX: Smervis to CLEANDER. 


Maintains, that a regard to our-own happine(s is a juft and honourable 
motive to the practice of virtue. - - - 383 


) CLXXI. CLEANDER ¢o GOBRYAS. . 


Fragment of a letter; in which, the king’s illnefs, and the treachery 
of TeRITEUCHMEs, and of the governors of Cyprus and Agypt, 
are alluded to. - - Ske as Ae - 387 
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LETTER 
CLXXII. IntapHernes fo CLEANDER. 
Solemnity. of the king’s birth-day. Death and character of Hypasres 
the chamberlain. - - - - Page 389 


menrngeiganeene 


CLXXIII. Cieanper fo Hytuvs. 
Gives him direétions as to the management of his farms and villa. 
392 
CLXXIV. CLEANDER fo TERIBAZUS. 
Exprefles great fatisfa€tion in being reftored to terms of friendfhip 


with him. Enters into ‘an account of the fources of wealth in 
Athens, and its revenues. . Project for the improvement of the 
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filver mines.’ ‘Contributions levied on the allies. All the taxes 
paid in current money to the ftate,’ contrary the cuftom of 
Perfia. - - - - - - 395 


CLX XV. CLEANDER #0 GOBRYAS. 

Surprized at the feizure of ARTAPHERNES in, Thrace, and his arrival 
at Athens. Conference with CLEon on that fubje&t. Specula- 
tions of the people about it. Delivers his own opinion of the 

‘ caufe and confequences of that event. - - 402 


CLXXVI. CLeaNDER ¢o GoBRyas. 
Debate in the affembly on the fcheme ofan expedition for the next 
year againft the ifland of Cythera. Speeches of Cleon, Diovo- 
Tus, EPIGENES, and ALCIBIADES. - = 408 


CLXXVII. SappHo to CLEANDER. 

Compliments him on an ode, which he appears to have written upon 
her. Defires to be diftinguifhed by the domeftic virtues, rather 
than by thofe external charms, which fhine fo much in poetry. 

: 418 
CLXXVIII. Sappuo ¢o the fame. 


Expoftulates with him upon fome liberties, which he’ is fuppofed to 
have taken with her character, and renounces all future cor- 
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LETTER 
CLX XIX. CLEeANDER fo GoBRYAS. 


Good effeéts, which the confining PyrHon has produced at Athens. 
Subftance of the affembly’s letter to the king. Gives the reafons, 
why ARTAPHERNES and himfelf have not exactly followed their 
inftru€tions. Ele€tion of embafladors for the Perfian court. 
Their, characters. - - : Page 422 


AOP PE N-DIX. 


CLXXX. CLEANDER fo SMERDIS. 


This letter (acknowledged to be a {purious one by the Tranflator,) 
contains a vifion on the origin, progrefs, and revolutions both of 
ancient and modern phyfics. = - - 430 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS: 


OR, THE 


EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 


OF 


An AGENT or tHe KING or PERSIA, 


Refiding at Aruens during the Petoponnestan War. 


SE ee 


A. M. 3578. Third Year of the 88th Olympiad. 
The fixth Year of the Peloponnefian War. 


TAR Leelee okt) Clic 


HyYbDASPES fo CLEANDER. 


LAS! CLEANDER, the throne of Cyrus has loft its firmeft LETTER 
fupport, and our monarch the ableft of his minifters, in UBS: 
the perfon of Mrecasyzus. This great man expired, full 

of years and honours, at his palace in Sufa, the fifteenth of this 
moon, with a circumftance attending his death, which rarely befals 
thofe in his ftation, that both the tears of the prince and the lament- 
ations of the people attended him to the grave. And indeed their 
forrows were with good reafon united ; for the hereditary eftates and 
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LETTER dignities, which defcended to him from his grandfather MEcAa- 

es Sey BYzUS, who aflifted to deftroy the Magian tyranny, and his father 
ZOPYRuS, who took Babylon, threw him under no temptations of 
complying fervilely with the meafures of a court to raife a fortune, 
or of giving up the intereft of the crown, from which he derived his 
honours, through an affeCtation of popularity. At the fame time, 
the virtue and generofity of his temper rendered him incapable of 
fuggefting any counfels but fuch as tended to the mutual benefit of 
the monarch and the fubje@&. His many fhining qualities, and glo- 
tious exploits, are at prefent the reigning topick of our converfation. 
And though the remembrance of them rather ferves to imbitter than 
allay our concern, permit me, in compliance with the general tafk, 
to indulge myfelf a little on a fubje& to which thou thyfelf mayft 
be in part a ftranger, fince thy acquaintance at court was not formed 
till the moft active fcenes of his life were over. 


MeEcaByzus was educated under the eyes of his father in the - 
regular and manly difcipline of the ancient Perfians; of all others 
the beft adapted to reGtify the heart. Hence he imbibed thofe prin- 
ciples of juftice and fortitude, which carried him through the world 
with untainted integrity. He was early inured to the dangers of 
war, according to the cuftom of the young Perfian fatraps; and per- 
formed fuch fervices in his firft campaigns, as recommended him to 
the notice of Darrius, a prince remarkable for a fuperior fkill in 
diftinguifhing the merit of his fubjects. In the next reign, MEca- 
BYZUS’s favour was fo far from being diminifhed, that, when 
XERXES undertook his expedition againft Greece, he made him ge- 
neral of the land forces in conjun@tion with MARDONIVS ; and, as 
a farther mark of diftin@ion, allied him to the royal blood, by a 
marriage with AmyTis, his daughter. As thou knoweft that the 
ill fuccefs of the invafion of Greece was Owing to the rafh counfels 
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which conduéted it, there is reafon to believe, that MEGABYZUS eee 
took no greater fhare in the management of the war, than the duties eer aetna) 


of his office required from him; and even declined being concerned 
in a project, on which XERXEs would have fent him, of plundering 
Delphi. It was in the happy reign of our prefent monarch, that 
the merits of this great man principally difplayed themfelves ; for 
the wifdom of the prince never fails to thed a cherifhing influence 
over the abilities of his fervants. The firft fervice which Meca- 
BYZuS performed was no lefs than that of difcovering and preventing 
the treafons of ARTABANUs, who, after taking away the life of 
XERXES, imputed the murder to his eldeft fon Darrus ; and when 
this detefted calumny had brought undeferved punifhment on the 
young prince, he continued his praétices againft ARTAXERXEs, the 
next heir. MEGABYzUS, not.content with diftinguifhing his fidelity 
by tracing out this dangerous confpiracy, gave ftrong proofs of his 
courage in a battle againft the adherents of ARTABANUS, who 


raifed a rebellion to revenge his death. He was afterwards thought - 


the fitteft perfon to command in Agypt, where the natives had taken 
the advantage of thefe troubles to throw off their obedience to Perfia, 
and were ftrongly fupported by the Athenians. Mercasyzus de- 
feated the rebels and their allies in a battle near Memphis, and foon 
reduced them to furrender, upon this fingle condition, that their lives 
fhould be fpared. 


Thou wilt wonder that I pafs over in filence a few fucceeding 
years of this great man’s life; let it fuffice to fay, that by-a fteady 
obfervance of duty through the remaining part of it, ‘he explated the 
fhort folly he had been guilty of, in departing from that ftri@ fub- 
miflion to his prince which is required by the laws of Perfia. Thofe 
who were acquainted with his high {pirit, and high notions of ho- 
nour, were perhaps lefs furprized than others at his indignation, to 
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4. ATHENIAN LETTER &, 


LETTER fee his fuccefsful fervices-fo ill requited, as that the Aigyptian pri- 
NE, ER foners, and Inarius, their pretended king, fhould be put to death, 
contrary to the publick faith, which he had engaged. to them for 

their fafety. On his return to court, our monarch, who perhaps 

thought him not fufficiently humbled, or had a mind to put his fide- 

lity to a trial, took hold of an occafion to banifh him to Cirta, on 

pretence that he had violated a ftanding law of the empire, which 

enjoins that none fhould dare at any hunting to ftrike the beaft, be- 

fore the king had thrown his javelin. Mzrcasyzus behaved him- 

felf with fuch refignation in his exile, that, by the interceflion of 

* his friends, he was reftored to the royal favour, and employed to 
oppofe the attempts of Cimon. The conftant run of ill fuccefs, 


which attended us in every engagement with the Greeks, had fo di- 
fpirited our foldiers, that all the conduc of Mecasyzus could not 
infpire them with courage, in a battle which he ventured againft the 
thenian general on the coafts of Cilicia. This induced him to be 
a ftrenuous advifer of peace, that the empire might have leifure and 
opportunity to recover its lofles. The conditions of the treaty, 
which goes by the name of C1MON’s peace, were, as thou knoweft, 
rather fuited to the exigency of our affairs, than the honour or ad- 
vantage of the empire, and occafioned at firft great difcontents 
among the people. But Mrcasyzus both forefaw and foretold 
the advantages which muft enfue to us, when the Greeks, delivered 
from foreign wars, would in all probability turn their arms againft 
themfelves. This always made him attentive to the progrefs of thofe 
difturbances, which the reftlefs ambition of the ftates, where thou re= 
fideft, perpetually excites. He employed Artumius of Zelis to 
foment the quarrels between Athens and Sparta; and when the war 
now catrying on was ready to break out, propofed in council, that 
thou fhouldft be fent to watch over the counfels of Greece. Thou 
gavelt him fo much fatisfaCtion in this employment, that on his 
} death< 
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death-bed he fpoke of thy abilities in the ftrongeft as well as the 
kindeft terms, to the king himfelf, who did him the honour of a 
vilit. 

And in truth, my CLEANDER, thou haft occafion for the patron- 
age of all thy friends. TER1BAzus, the treafurer, whofe crafty in- 
finuating temper thou art not unacquainted with, privately impels 
that pofitive old counfellor, the mafter of the pofts, to fpread about 
difadvantageous reports of thy conduét. They give out, that thou 
haft indeed tranfmitted the news of the Pirzeus with tolerable ex- 
adtnefs; but neither raifed up friends to Perfia, nor penetrated into 
the fecrets of the Athenian counfels. That, inftead of joining with 
CLEON and his faction, whom it is our intereft to fupport, as they 
defire the continuance of the war, thou converfeft with none but 
thofe who declare for peace, and even mingleft in their cabals. PE- 
TISAS, the eunuch, and ARTASYRAS, keeper of the records, do 
thee ill offices. ‘The chief aim of this foolith intrigue, of which I have 
taken fome pains to get to the bottom, is to contrive thy removal 
from Athens, that one TIMOCLES may be thy fucceflor. He is 
a rhetorician of Eubcea, who having fled his country for debt, 
has rambled over moft part of Greece, and procured recommend- 
_ ations to fome of the fatraps here. He appears, from the little I 
have feen of him, to be a talkative conceited pedant, pretending to 
great correfpondencies in Greece, and to be well {killed, not only in 
the politer arts, which have been his ftudy, but in the politicks of 
each republick, and the difpofitions of the ruling men. He is a 
conftant attendant at the tables of feveral of our fatraps, to whom 
he pays an affiduous court, by flattering every fplendid vanity, and 
complying with each fantaftick humour of his patrons; the never- 
failing arts by which a parafite and fycophant finds means to fhut 
the doors of the great againft modeft worth. I can affure thee, that 
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LETTER the calumnies of thy enemies make no impreffion upon the mind of 

saat our fovereign. He has fupported the remonftrances of Gosrias, 
by fuch exprefs orders to the treafurer concerning thy remittances, 
as he will not dare to difobey. That horeft minifter is employed in 
the friendly but difagreeable office of fettling the affairs of MEca- 
ByzZus’s family, which are much difordered by the infamous pra€tices 
of APOLLONIDES, the phyfician. I know not how to explain to 
thee, at this diftance, fuch a complication of guilt. ‘That Coan 
wretch has dared to pollute the honour of the royal blood, and ftain 
the bed of his mafter and benefaCtor with adultery. But let me 
draw a veil over this fcene of iniquity, and only with that the 
name of AmyTiIs may not defcend to pofterity in the annals of the 
family of ACH@MENES. ‘The bare touching this fubje& renews my 
grief for the lofs of fo able a minifter, which thofe alone are capable 
of feeling as they ought, whom hiftory and experience teach how 
much the influence of one fuperior genius contributes to the hap- 
pinefs of nations *, Farewel. 


From Sufa. Pp. 


* It is not improper to obferve here once for all, that the principal fa€ts in thefe 
letters, relating to Mucasyzus and his family, are likewife mentioned, though with 
lefs accuracy and fewer circumftances, in the fragments of Crestas, which are ufually 
printed at the end of HEropotus. ‘The confirmation which thofe fragments receive 

. from our collection, will probably give the reader a better opinion of the Cnrp1an 
phyfician’s veracity, whofe fabulous accounts of India have greatly funk the credit of 
his Perfian hiftory ; though one would imagine that his long refidence in the court of 
ARTAXERXES MNEmon, and his perfonal favour with that prince, muft have enabled 
him to compile it from the moft authentick materials. Note by the Tranilator. 
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CLEANDER fo ORSAMES, 


HAVE taken all opportunities of improving my acquaintance with iti R 
Socrates. ‘The feveral converfations I have had with him, on Uee—_wJ 

the fubje€t of religion, give me no reafon to repent of it. And this 

thou wilt perhaps think ftrange, when I ingenuoufly confefs to thee, 

that he has unfettled the favourable fentiments I entertained before, 

of every known mode of popular worfhip eftablifhed on the earth: 

fuch is either the dexterity or the force of his reafonings. We 

walked out together the other day in a very fpeculative mood, at 

fome diftance from the city, towards the fhore, where we furveyed 

the ravages which the fea has lately made on the oppofite coaft of 

Euboea. It was a melancholy profpec&t to obferve trees torn up by 

the roots; the hopes of the hufbandman floating on the furface of 

the waters; and as the fcene made a ftrong impreflion on my 

fancy, fo it called up my compaffion. I could not help crying out, 

in a fit of very humane enthufiafm, “ Good Providence ! why doft 

“ thou fuffer the evil principle to deform and defolate thy works ! 

“ How will it glad the univerfe to fee the day, when the power in- 

“ dulged to this being fhall fubmit to thine!” 


SOCRATES interrupted me, while I was running on in my com~- 
plaints; “ And pray, (faid he,) CLEaNpDER, do you know the in- 
“ tention of the Creator, in producing that infinite variety of weeds 
“ and infects, which follow one another in numberlefs fucceffions 
“ every hour, and which fuffer as much from the tread of the think~ 

; 66 ing 
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ph ak “ ing philofopher, as of the heedlefs peafant? Thefe always feem 
Lynd “ fuperfluous, and are often inconvenient to us; and yet doubtlefs 
“ have their ufe and importance in the fyftem. Are you acquainted, 
“ (continued he,) with the defign of the fhipwright in each rope, 
“ fail, or timber, that contributes to the building of a galley ¢ And 
“ yet you can truft to his difcretion and experience in fuch matters. 
“ Perhaps the tone of every ftring upon the Dorick harp may, when 
“ feparately taken, be jarring and unpleafant ; and yet their founds 
“ are fo exactly proportioned to each other, as to compofe the moft 
“ ftriking and engaging melody. Will you then place lefs confi- 
“ dence in the mechanifm of the divine artift, than in that of a 
“ thipwright? Or, becaufe you know more of the harmony of an 
“ harp than of the univerfe, will you doubt the fkill of him who 
“ formed the mufick of the fpheres, and preferves the minuteft 
“ atom that lies under our feet, or the largeft orb that rolls over 
“ our heads, in its proper fituation?” ‘ The fubmiffion you re- 


“ commend (returned I) is a good maxim.” “ If then (anfwered 
“ he) you are by no means matter of the volume of nature, why 
“ fhould you pretend to criticife it? If you are perfuaded of the 
“ Deity’s exiftence and omnipotence ; of the boundlefs wifdom, be- 
“ nevolence, and re€titude of his nature; fatisfy your doubts with 
“ the rational, as well as pious, folution, that whatever happens, 
“ either in the natural or moral world, with refpe& to its ultimate 
“‘ tendency, and the good of all, operates as it ought to do. ‘And 
“© that oriental dodtrine of the future refignation of power to be 
“© made by ARIMANIUS to OROMASDES, is neither more nor lefs 
than a figurative or allegorical manner of exprefling this plain 
truth. Who knows but the guardian genius of our ftate may 
have turned the inundation, refulting neceflarily from thofe ge- 
neral laws by which matter is dire€ted, on the coaft of Eubcea, 
where its confequences are lefs fatal than they would have been 
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on that of Athens? Perhaps, therefore, we have reafon to be 
particularly thankful. Let that be as it will; it is agreed that 
ftorms and tempefts are of fervice in clearing the atmofphere from 
vapours: and why may not earthquakes and torrents, however 
they injure and diftrefs us for a while, anfwer fome unknown pur- 
pofes of lafting benefit? Of thefe things we are both incompetent 


and improper judges.” 


** I fee (interrupted I) what you aim at: you would argue that 
all evil is partial, and not abfolute; that what we fee of it arifes not 
from any malevolent being, countera€ting the good one, but from 
the original {cheme and conftitution of things. At the jame 
time you muft own, that uninterrupted tradition, one of the moft 
univerfal and acknowledged arguments for the belief of a Provi- 
dence, {peaks as {trongly in fupport of the opinion which you con- 
trovert. This opinion has been long held by the Perfians, and many 
other nations of the world. For they thought (and rightly I be- 
lieve) that evil in no fhape whatever could be derived from Gop : 
they thought, that as he is perfeGtly good, he could never inter- 
mix the leaft ihare of it in his works; and as he is perfeQlly wife, 
they imagined, if the whole had depended on his will, he would 
have been careful to contrive it better.” ‘ From fuch narrow 
and contracted views of the fyftem (replied SocRATEs) men 
have conceived it neceflary to fuppofe an ARIMANIUS, in order to 
clear difficulties ; little apprehending that all evil, like the viper, 
carries along with it an antidote for the poifon it fheds. We find 
vice, or moral evil, is attended with pain, or natural evil: by this 
means men are brought to a fenfe of what is right, and natural 
evil in its turn produces moral good. By another revolution, very 
obvious and frequent, moral good brings forth natural good; and 
that, producing riot and excefs, again brings forth moral evil. 
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eet ER « Such is the revolving condition of things; nor is any part of the 
We “ creation calculated to unhappy ends, in the whole golden chain of 
“ caufes and effe€ts, which hangs down from heaven to earth, and is 
“ fixed to the foot of Jove’s throne. You fee there is no occafion 
“‘ for the bad principle, to account for appearances in-morals or in 
“ phyficks. It is then highly reafonable to believe there is none.” 
“ But, (faid I,) to wave the fuppofition of a malevolent being ex- 
“ ifting from all eternity ; methinks another opinion is not abfurd, 
“© which is derived from ancient tradition, that before the formation 
“ of the world out of Chaos, a certain fpirit of high order revolted 
“ from his allegiance to the Deity, and drew off with him a large 
“* number of demons. Thefe perpetually endeavour to difturb the 
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*“ regularity of the univerfe, and are more efpecially employed in 
** haunting the ways of men, and fuggefting to us thofe iniquities, 
“* which may reduce us to the fame ftate of mifery with them- 
felves.” 


“ Even this fentiment, anfwered SocraATEs, appears to me liable 
“to fuch difficulties as fufficiently explode it; although it is fecure 
“‘ from the great variety of contradi€tions, on which the other is 
“founded. It is improbable, that a being fo excellent in rational 
endowments, and therefore fenfible of his own finitenefs, fhould 
entertain a thought of rebelling againft the infinite Providence. 
We find even men, frail and fhort-fighted as they are, expofed to 
innumerable unruly appetites, and ever complying with their im- 
pulfe, are, when they commit vice, far from meaning to affront 
the Deity, and only defign to gratify a craving and tormenting 
“ pation. Such beings, as the revolted ones you {peak of, could 
not then be fo -abfurd, as to attempt dethroning that power who 
railed them from nothing, and by whofe goodnefs they fub- 
fifted and as they were of fo fublime a nature, they could be 
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open to no paflion, but the more refined one, of ambition or of pridé. 
From the faint attacks of both thefe, the purity of their judg- 
ments would preferve them: in the former cafe, a juft fenfe of 
the divine perfetions; in the latter, of theirown. Elfe, I would 
afk, of what value is exalted reafon? But granting there is this 
commonwealth of evil {pirits exifting in the vaft expanfe; yet I 
doubt whether they are fuffered to break in upon the borders of 
our world. To fpeak plainly, I muft think their agency here not 
only neither terrible nor troublefonie, but entirely unneceflary. 
Our virtue is fufliciently affaulted by internal paffions or external 
allurements; and reafon often quits the field, unequal to the 
combat. It is to be prefumed, therefore, if thefe fpirits are per- 
mitted to enfnare mankind, that the good Being gives us, in thofe 
moments, an extraordinary power, to affift our reafon in withftand- 
ing the extraordinary temptations which engage our appetites. 
So that, admitting the fa to be as you ftate it, we are juft in 
the condition in which we were before, as to the proportion of 
temptation to invite tranfgreflion, and of reafou to fupport virtue. 
Hence I maintain that the agency of thefe beings is unneceflary ; 
and as the wifeft of all Beings can do nothing that is fuperfluous, I 
muft thin the opinion is an error, however fupported by tradition, 
or enforced by authority. The truth is, the belief of the evil prin- 
ciple (as I have already explained to you) arofe from the con- 
jetures of Ignorance; and the worfhip of him arofe from the 
fuggeftions of Fear; the two fatal ingredients of Superftition, which 
begins in the firft, and terminates in the laft. For the underftand- 
ing and the pafliofs. reciprocally mifreprefent objeéts, and ferve 
to confirm one another in their mutual miftakes. I hardly ima- 
gine this idolatry took place foon after the creation of things, or 
early in a {tate of innocence and nature. The human race would 
be pleafed in the beginning with the frefhnefs and novelty of all 
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LETTER & around them. They would addrefs themfelves to the good prin 
L——_ “ciple, in fongs of thank{giving ; and as, during their artlefInefs and 
“ fimplicity, {carcely any natural evils, and no moral evils appeared, _ 
“ they would not turn their thoughts or adoration to the bad prin- 
“ ciple. And indeed it is rational to fuppofe, that it would be in 
“ the infancy of an undepraved world, as in the infancy of man. 
“© We fhould be more governed by hope, a paflion that attends the 
“ harmlefs and unpraétifed, than by fear, a paflion that grows only 
“ from difappointments and experience. Afterwards, when regular 
“ focieties were, by degrees, fcattered over the face of the earth, 
“* natural evil increafing with the improvements of art and the fan= 


taftick elegancies of life, and moral evil {pringing up from the 
refinements of policy and the jarring interefts of private perfons 
“* and of nations, mankind became diffatisfied with the difpenfations 
‘“‘ of Providence, not apprehending they had brought thefe cala- 
mities on themfelves; endeavoured to. fearch for the caufe of 
them ; and at laft drefled up in their affrighted imaginations that 
airy vifion of the malicious being. Thus flands the origin of the 
opinion, whofe progrefs I take to have been this: 


‘“¢ When the difficulty of accounting for the phenomenon of evil 
was firft ftarted in the minds of men, they thought their God was 
enraged with them, believing he had the feeds of peevithnefs 
within him as well as they; and in order to mollify him, they 
worfhipped him under the particular confideration of his angry 
“ actions. This was done in many countries by the worfhip of 
evil characters recorded in their hiftories, which were thought to 
be emblematical of the wrathful agency of the Deity. In Tyre, 
and in Carthage, (a Tyrian colony,) they ftill continue to offer 
human facrifices to SaruRN, or Moztocu, who probably was 
once a cruel tyrant in that kingdom, and adored upon his death, to 


‘* prevent 
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prevent him from perfevering, in another life, in the malevolent 
difpofitions he had fhewn to his people in this. "The worfhip of 
SATURN was afterwards interpreted to bear a general illufion to 
the diforder obferved in the fyftem, and regarded only as a pecu- 
liar manner of appeafing the anger of the one Deity. The cafe 
was the fame in Agypt as to the worfhip of TypHown, who, in 
his hiftorical capacity, was the difturber of his country, as OstRis 
was the benefactor of it; in his allegorical, he was the burning 
heat of the fun producing drought in their lands, and the anger 
of the Deity exerting itfelf in the punifhment of the world. But 
when men faw an uninterrupted train of evils come in upon them, 
inftead of here and there an inconvenience or a mifchief as at firft, 
they thought thefe different operations could not be derived from 
one caufe; and to remedy the feeming inconfiftency, they im- 
puted the good effeéts to one being, and the evil to another. 
Hence they implored the aififtance of the one, and deprecated the 
refentment of the other; never reflecting, that however they 
might hope to foften a being various in his temper, it was abfurd 
to intreat or expect compaflion from one perfectly malicious.” 
I am very much obliged to you, Socrates, (faid J,) for your 
unreferved difquifition of this matter; and fince we have entered 
fo fairly and infenfibly into the fubje&t of idolatry, I with you 
would -go on with it.’ “ We are now (anfwered the philofo- 
pher) returned to the city, and my engagements call me to a fym- 
pofium with AtcisrapeEs. But I flatter myfelf another oppor- 
tunity will foon be offered to us.” And fo we parted. 


Whether there was any weight in thefe reafonings, thy penetra- 


tion will inform thee. Thou wilt at leaft judge from hence, how 
freely Socrates difcourfes on every point of moral inftruCtion and 
popular belief. For my own part, I was filenced, not convinced 
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LETTER by his arguments; or, if I were convinced, I was unwilling to be 
CII. 
Layee converted by them. 


PARR INAb ry PRPS IOT INSET a ies 


The dete@tion of error, ORSAMES, is as neceflary to the confirm- 
ation of truth, as the contemplation of vice to the practice of virtue. 
And yet I queftion, whether it be worth while to think for ourfelves 
upon thefe matters, to reform fpeculative errors, and depart from re- 
ceived opinions. | Such inquiries expofe a man to various cenfures. 
The difcreet upbraid him with imprudence, the prejudiced with ab- 
furdity, the dull with affeCtation, and the bigots with impiety. In 
Greece indeed there is one circumftance attending thefe ftudies, 
which prevents the ill confequences that might otherwife arife from 
them. For the philofophers, not efteeming the people fit to be ad- 
mitted into their Arcana, lay it down, that truth is intended for 
private entertainment, rather than for publick utility; as if it were 
like the water of the Choafpes, whofe refrefhing draughts are in~ 
dulged to none but the fovereigns of Afia. 
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CLEANDER ¢o SMERDIs the Mage. 


1S 


ONDER not, wife Smerprs, that I frequently fend thee my ee 
obfervations on human nature, and its efforts towards wifdom eee rome 


in this country. Affure thyfelf, no place in the world affords fuch 
variety as Greece. Thou, who art ufed to converfe with a people 
contented with the wifdom of Zoroaster, liveft in perpetual calm. 
Thou canft have no conception of the turns and whimfical fallies of 
the human mind, where full liberty is indulged. The peace which 
arifes from an union of opinion, is like a dead ftill fea; without 
danger indeed, but it fhows not the ftrength and nature of that ele- 
ment. In this place, if a man preferve but an external regard for the 
gods, the principles of philofophy and religion are mere matters of 
choice. He may take what matter he pleafes; or, if he like it bet- 
ter, (which fome have affected,) he may take none, and fo have the 
credit of being felf-taught, and perhaps too of being the only fol- 
lower, as well as founder, of his fyftem. 


There is a man of no {mall note at Abdera, who to a knowledge 
of nature has joined that of mankind. By a conftant train of rea- 
foning, founded on experiment, he attained the one ; and the change 
of manners, that a courfe of travels prefented him, gave him a fuf- 
ficient infight into the other. The refult of this improved genius is 
fomething extraordinary ; he very much affects folitude, but with 
no defign towards ferious fpeculations ; nothing is farther from him : 
he fhuns men, not to avoid the gaiety of converfation and the im- 
pertinence of mirth, but becaufe he can enjoy himfelf better, and 

be 
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LETTER he merrier without them. Nobody laughs more heartily at a jeft he 
CIV. ; é ; : ; 
(ae eee as iit heard, than this philofopher does at his own ordinary re- 


fleGions. His imagination affords him a conftant fupply of ridicu- 


lous images; but if any of his neighbours interrupt his merriment 
by falling in his way, he turns the laugh upon them. It is to no 
purpofe to tell him they are difpofed to be ferious; that they expect 
his condolence for the lofs of their treafure, the failure of a vintage, 
or the death of a relation. He knows no paflion but one; and 
whatever turn of mind their fortune gives them, his is always to be 


merry. In fhort, if he hears that an heir is born, or a family is 


extinét; if he be told of new honours conferred, or difgrace falling 


upon a great man; of the fuccefs of an army, or its defeat ; his laugh- 


ter is equally immoderate. This philofophick turn has fomething 
fo particular in it, that the whole town agreed to fend for H1ppo- 
CRATES to cure him of his frenzy. The phyfician, upon his ar- 
rival, found him in the laborious employment of diffe€ting animals, 


and was ‘received with a loud laugh; which, however, was fo far 
from convincing him of his patient’s diforder, that, after fome con- 
verfation with him, he turned back with indignation, and faid, he 
was the only man amongft them in his found fenfes. 


Thou, my venerable friend, whofe compofed mind is as the fe- 
rene brightnefs of the moon, wilt almoft fancy this extravagant cha- 
racter is of my own forming. But I affure thee I have heard alfo 
of another mafter in philofophy of a dire&t oppofite turn, who weeps 
at every thing which raifes the mirth of the odd citizen of Abdera. 
I cannot tell which of thefe two to prefer; and it is impofhible to 
approve both. But I think, if that learned phyfician had con- 
fined them together, till they had reconciled their fyftems to each 
other, he would have taken a reafonable method of bringing them 
to that moderation which thou art too well acquainted with, either 
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to let the vice and mifery of our fpecies fubjeé&t thy mind to per- aio 


petual melancholy, or the vanities and follies of it be the materials W2-—-\——_ 
for thy fport and merriment. Farewel. 
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ARTAXERXES the KING to CLEANDER. 


wae 


HE fatisfa&tion which you have given us, by your diligence and 

abilities in the difcharge of your employment at Athens, hath 

been fo great, that we have not only ordered our minifters to fignify 

it to you in their difpatches, but beftowed feveral marks of our royal 
favour upon you, as a juft reward of your faithful fervices. 


We do not doubt of the continuance of that zeal and induftry 
which hath hitherto appeared in your condu@; and have therefore 
thought fit to entruft you with an affair of the higheft importance, 
which demands as much fecrecy in the management, as fpeed in the 
execution. You cannot be ignorant, that during the time of our 
royal father, the people of Boeotia,. particularly the Thebans, were 


well affe&ted to the Perfian caufe, and, even in oppofition to the 
reft of Greece, made the fubmiffion of earth and water, which was 
demanded of them; perfevering in their fidelity to us inviolably, 


till the unfortunate battle of Plateza. We have lately received un- 
doubted intelligence, that notwithftanding the change which hap- 


pened at Thebes, foon after that action, and the general notion, that 
the city is entirely devoted to the intereft of Lacedemon, there {till 
fubfift great remains of the old Median faGtion, who want nothing 
but encouragement from us, and fupplies of money, to take the go- 
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LETTER vyernment into their hands. Upon thefe grounds we direct you, that 
toconkie without the leaft delay, or ftaying for further orders, you fet out for 
Thebes ; and if you find things in the condition in which we have 
reafon to believe they are, you muft concert, with the defcendants 
of TrmMAGENEs and ArTAGINUS, (families well known for their 
adherence to our intereft,) thofe alterations in the fenate and ma- 
giftracy, which may bring that ftate back to its former meafures. 
It will then be eafy for you to prevail, that we may be admitted 
into the Peloponnefian league, or at leaft the Beéotian confederacy ; 
and that a proper place of arms, as the fortrefs of Elatea, may be 
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provided for the reception of the troops we fhall fend to their aflift- 
ance. We have ordered our treafurer TER1BAZUs to fend you, by 
the fhip which conveys this packet, remittances fufficient to enable 


you to put our defign in execution; and fo not doubting that you 
will exert your utmoft induftry and abilities to accomplifh this im- 
portant fervice, we recommend you to the protection of ORo- 
MASDES. 


Given at Sufa the palace, the 22d of the moon Aban, in the gaft 
year of our reign. 
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CLEANDER ¢o ORSAMES. 


I MET SocRATsEs very lately returning from a facrifice, at which 

he had been prefent with many others in the temple of Minerva, 
“ T efteem mytfelf extremely fortunate, (faid I,) in meeting you at a 
feafon fo opportune for religious fpeculations. You know the 
claim which I have upon you; and though various things have 


pafled fince our laft conference, in the daily courfe of bufinefs and. 


converfation in which we are engaged; yet I affure she my thoughts 
have often recurred to the matters you infifted on.” After fome 
recollection, the philofopher began thus: “ That the beft things are 
liable to the greateft degeneracy, is a very evident maxim; becaufe 
in their original formation they are furtheft from it.s The ftep from 
one degree of imperfeétion to another, is not fo {triking as the fall 
from perfe& purity to abfolute depravity. The ftate of religion in 
the world comes up to this obfervation. When it was fent down 
from heaven, it was amiable as its divine author, agreeable to the 
conclufions of reafon, and the fureft ally of it; in a word, every 
way fuited to that. plan of action which is beft for moral agents. 
But now it has contraéted intricacy, and thrown off its fimplicity ; 
it has adopted feverity inftead of cheerfulnefs; and though, accord- 


ing to the fair exemplar engraven on the untainted mind, it was the 


moft unfit cover for the purpofes of guilt, it is become the common 
inftrument of iniquity and diffimulation. Thefe are the corruptions 
of weak heads and unfound hearts. The former have made religion 
an abfurd thing, and the latter an immoral one. Like an ufeful 
medicine, it was firft fpoiled by the mixture of fuperftition, which 
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LE nt ER intoxicated the reafon, and then vice applied it to poifon the manners 
CV 


ray of mankind. Indeed, no thorough reformation in the practice of 
the world -can be expeéted, unlefs the theory and foundation of vir- 
tue is regulated better; and while the belief of Polytheifm prevails 
over that of the unity, it is impoffible to eftablifh either. For till 
a juft notion of the nature and attributes of Gop is popularly taught, 


the only ftrong bafis of ‘moral fpeculation is wanting to fupport the 


edifice of moral conduét. Whenever that principle is inculcated, 
fiGtitious deities will be abolifhed ; and we fhall perceive it to be }# 
with improvements in religion, as it may fome day or other be with 


phyficks, effects, before imputed each to a particular caufe, will be 
afcribed to the true general one; for the more we know of nature 


99 


and morality, the fimpler we find both.” “ By way of introdudtion, 
(faid I,) SocRATEs, to your thoughts on the rife of idolatry, to which 
your difcourfe has now brought you; let me afk you, whether it 
is not probable, that Gop would, in condefcenfion to human infir- 
mities, when firft he fettled man, that flow and fhallow reafoner in 
the world, make fome fupernatural revelation of himfelf to him, in 
a manner that fhould affect his fenfes.” ‘ I-was going to have 
fuggefted the fame remark, (anfwered he;) and it is from hence we. 
may trace the origin and progrefs of that worfhip, which, though 
{truck out in the wildnefs of barbarifm, has been confirmed by the 
fober policy of legiflators. For after Gop had put us on the right 
track, it is reafonable to fuppofe, he would withdraw all fenfible 
manifeftations of himfelf, and fuffer the fpeculative improvements of 
men to keep pace with their praétical. Neverthelefs, tradition 
would be unable to maintain genuine and unadulterated fentiments 
of him. The grofs conceptions of men would ftill be feeking after 
fome vifible emblems or fymbols. In fuch circumftances, they would 
moft readily regard the fun, whom they found to be the great dif 
penfer of light and warmth, as the vicegerent of Providence in the 
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fyftem, to whom the divine energy was more efpecially communi- 
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LETTER 
CVI. 


cated. They would confider the moon too as advancing the fruits of -— 


the earth by her milder and qualified beams ; and in a fubordinate 
degree would reverence the ftars and planets. I would even carry 
this fondnefs of the early ages for fenfible exhibitions much farther. 
For becaufe the fplendour of thefe celeftial fires would fometimes be 
withdrawn from us by their neceflary courfes, or concealed by 
clouds and tempefts ; it was not unnatural to have recourfe to fym- 
bols of our own making, and to addrefs ourfelves to ordinary 
terreftrial fire. This would be indeed the emblem of an emblem ; 
and when once men were adding to their number, one may with- 
out difficulty conceive how foon the generality would be diftracted 
with them, and fix their devotion on that object, which was defigned 
only to raife the attention. In confidering the feveral parts of the 
ceconomy, after having paid fo much honour to the active powers, 
they could not neglect the fubject of their genial operations, the 
earth. And fo, in procefs of time, they fell down before the ele- 
ments which compofe the world, then plants and animals, in fhort 
every thing derived from them, and adored the parents in the 
offspring. 


* Such would be religion in a ftate of nature, unaflifted by priefts 
and temples, unadorned by offerings and ceremonies. But when 
once the arts of life were growing in the world, the rude inventor 
of a plough, the firft fower of grain, the architect of a forry hut, 


would after their death be commemorated in mournful rites, and. 


worfhipped out of gratitude. Encouraged by the invention of thefe 
arts, men would by degrees unite themfelves in a focial ftate. They 
would build cities, divide property, form communities, go out toge- 
ther to oppofe their enemies. Hence legiflators, magiftrates, and 
generals would arife; and thofe who, by their artifice or abilities, 

could 
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LETTER could gain fuperior dignity and efteem, would be followed by the 
Ly vows and intreaties of the people into another ftate, as foon as they 
were departed from this. An imagination that thefe heroes were 


capable of continuing their good offices to their friends in a future 
life, how quickly foever it may be fuggefted by the belief and defire 
of immortality incident to all men, would be the more obvious, if 
any tradition were remaining in the times we {peak of, that good 
{fpirits were formerly fent down by Providence to watch the earth 
and its inhabitants, and open any peculiar commiffions to mankind. 
And now theology became more complicated every day. 


“ The names of the fun and moon were firft beftowed on a good 
king or queen as a compliment, to intimate, that they refembled 
thofe bodies in their beneficial effets. Afterwards, when the ado- 
ration of deitied mortals was to be advanced into popular eftablifh- 


ment, their names were given to thefe celeftial luminaries, inftead 
of the name of each luminary being given to them. It was faid 
too, that they refided perfonally in different ftars; and hence 
every country has adapted the {phere to its diftinat heroes. Thus 
the tranfition was very eafy from one fort of worfhip to the other. | 


In more refined ages, the crafty legiflator pretended, that his autho- 
rity came from fome old local hero, who had been raifed into a 
tutelar god, either by the fuperitition of the worfhippers for his 


memory, or their pride in thinking they deferved his particular 
regard. To thefe gods, both family and national facrifices and 
prayers were offered, agreeably to their various hiftorick tempers, 
We have already obferved how, during the worfhip of the natural 
divinities, they proftrated themfelves before the elements of the 
fenfible or irrational fyftem. Analogous to that was the refpe& 
fhewn to the elements of the rational or intelle€tual, which took its 
rife from the human apotheofis, They adored juftice, fortitude, 

compaf~ 
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eompaffion, and thofe good qualities of the mind that had exalted a ae 
the characters of heroes.” “ The oddeft of all worfhip, (faid I,) is U—~+—_ 
** that performed to brutes by the gyptians. I have taken fome 
pains to inquire into it; and once I received a very ingenious and 
elaborate letter * on this fubje& from a friend of mine, now travel- 
ling through the nomes of that country, whofe parts and learning J 
efteem highly. But I fhould be glad to know, whether your 


notion of it is the fame with that which has been tavight?mes! Stl 


thank you, (anfwered SocrareEs,) for mentioning a topick fo material 
to our purpofe ; for fome time ago I queftioned a learned Athenian 
who had travelled into Agypt, and received fatisfatory information 
concerning it. Briefly then, it was indebted for its beginning to 
the animal hieroglyphicks, intended to exprefs the hiftories and 
powers of their ancient deified heroes. ~Thefe pictured fym- 
bols, which were emblematical of their chara¢ters both before and 
after the apotheofis, being changed into living ones, that devotion, 
which was defigned to be conveyed through the medium of the figure 
or animal to the god, was at laft paid ultimately to the animal. 
From hero-worfhip is derived an infinite variety of legends and 
fables, to difguife the real objets of it; for when men began to 
reafon on thefe points, and applied their natural underftandings to 
examine matters of religion, they thought it abfurd to deify their 
own frail and imperfect {fpecies. The priefts (who were originally 
appointed by the legiflators of governments and commonwealths to 
ferve many purpofes of ufe to fociety) founded an alarm at thefe 
inquiries, which {truck at the moft lucrative part of fuperftition. 
This occafioned their pretending, that the greater hero-gods were 
expreflive of the feveral attributes of the firft caufe. And in Egypt 
particularly, they invented the phylfical mythology, and new alle- 


* See Letter Ixxv. 
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LETTER gorical ceremonies to conceal the foibles and moral blemifhes record- 
hoe ed in the hiftories of their heroes and tutelary deities.” ‘ Thefe 
accounts (returned I) are very plaufible, and coincide nearly with 
what I have heard. But give me leave to afk your thoughts on 
the difpute fo much agitated between the Greeks and Agyptians, 
whether Greece borrowed gods from Agypt, or Egypt from her. 
Several treatifes have been written on both fides, and copies of them 
have been tranf{mitted to the learned in both nations. EurRyDAMuUs, 
the chief prieft in the temple at Eleufis, has gained great credit by 


his performance in defence of the Grecian claims. I am told a 


prieft of Heliopolis has lately written an anfwer to him.” 


* It is a difpute (replied the philofopher) in which no man of 
fenfe interefts himfelf, and which concerns only thofe formal anti- 
quaries who lay much weight on points of imaginary moment. To 
me it feems wrapt up in impenetrable darknefs ; and to this the for- 
geries produced on both fides have not a little contributed. If I 
have any. opinion on the fubjeét, it is this: fince it is generally 
allowed that Agyptian colonies fettled here, I think it likely, that 
the {cience of religious rites, and the characters of heroes fit to be - 
made gods, with the names proper to be given them, were brought 
from thence, and applied to perfons in our own country. Many 
reafons might be offered in fupport of this fentiment; but I wave | 
going into a detail of them; and thus you have my thoughts on 
the origin and progrefs of idolatry, a fubject, the curiofity of which 
is inferior to nothing but its importance. I have delivered myfelf 
openly to you, who are my friend; as fome would fay, dogmatically, 


and not after the manner of thofe cautious converfations which I 
hold in publick with the fophitts, 


If 
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** If you would know why I profefs not thefe things, and undeceive 4 ee ER 
mankind, I anfwer, it is againft my principles to difturb the reli- U4 


gion of my country. Wife men in every age are acquainted with 
all that I have communicated to you; and when they meet with a 
fair opportunity to work, or a fair difpofition in their neighbours to 
bear a reformation, let them zealoufly endeavour to effect it; but 
gradually, and not at once; but gently, and not forcibly. Let them 
addrefs their arguments to the reafon, without ufing fuch methods 
of convidtion as may ftir their own paffions, or excite the ftubborn- 
nefs of mankind.” Thus SocraTEs difcourfed, while I was loft 
in admiration of him. 
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CLEANDER fo GOBRYAS. 


LETTER [ HAVE received a letter from Hypaspes the chamberlain, whick 

VIL. . 
eoekeas contains the melancholy news of MgecAsyzus’s death, and 
> eee friendly cautions with regard to my own fafety, now endan- 


gered by the intrigues of my powerful enemies. Lefs folicitous for 


my private welfare than for that of Perfia, I poured out my fup- 
plications to OROMAsSDES, that he would not permit the detefted 
author of ill to bring any farther misfortunes on the empire, when 
he ought to be fatisfied with having deprived ARTAXERXES of his 
wifeft counfellor. I had fcarcely time to recover myfelf from the 
impreffion which this fatal event made upon me, when a bark, fent 
exprefsly from Ephefus, brought me a difpatch, figned with the 
king’s own hand, and fealed with the royal fignet, which enjoins 
me immediately to repair to Thebes, to foment the praétices of the 
Median fa€tion in that city. JI own to thee, noble fcribe, I was 
not lefs furprized at the order itfelf than the manner of wording it, 
and my own defignation for the bufinefs. The Thebans have been 
reputed by the moft underftanding people here, to have been, ever 
fince the change in their government after the defeat of MARDO- 
Nius, firmly attached to the Lacedemonians, who have laid them 
under ftricter ties by facrificing Platea laft year to their refentment. 
The king’s letter is drawn in fhort and general terms, giving me no 
particular direftions to what perfons I am to apply, or what offers 
I am to make thofe who fhall be ready to affift me. It is likewife 
unaccompanied with any letter or explanation from the minifters, as 
thou knoweft is conftantly practifed in a bufinefs of this nicety and 


importance, 
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importance. All thefe circumftances induce me to think, not only eT ee 


that thou wert unacquainted with it, but that the whole is 4 contri- —~—— 
vance of my enemies to remove me from a place where a five years’ 
refidence enables me to perform the duties of my ftation, to another, 
where I have no correfpondence, and can hope for no fuccefs. But 
as I fhall always efteem the king’s orders, however obtained, too 
facred for me (his poor flave) to difpute, I fhall take a journey 
to Thebes in the retinue of an Athenian agent, who is fent thither 
to treat of an exchange of prifoners. From thence you may expect 
to hear of me. In the mean time I prefume to hope, that, under 
the fhadow of thy protection, I may find a fecure fhelter from the 
calumnies of my oppofers. 


ATHENIAN NEWS. 


The plague is renewed at Athens, and fpreads daily. The Pe- 
loponnefian forces aflembled at Corinth under Acis king of Sparta, 
but were prevented from invading Attica by the earthquakes which 
have happened there, as well as in feveral parts of Eubcea and 
Beeotia. In this city, part of the fortifications, and fome publick 
buildings, particularly the Prytaneum, were thrown down by the 
violence of the fhocks. ‘Two thoufand Athenians in fixty gallies, 
commanded by Nrc1As, after making an unfuccefsful defcent in the 
ifland Melos, paffed over to Oropus, and advanced to Tanagrum in 
Beeotia, where, receiving a reinforcement out of Athens, they de- 


feated the natives, and fet up a trophy. - 
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eds R ERODOTUs has accompanied me through the Delta; for having 


aaa vifited Agypt a fecond time, he now is taking another journey 
into the eaft,in order to complete that noble work, which was 


read with applaufe at Athens fome years ago; and to colle& ma- 
terials for a particular hiftory of Affyria and Babylon, which the 
world may one day expect from him. There is a city of ancient 
fame in Paleftine, lately rebuilt by the favour of our auguft monarch, 
after it had lain in ruins for feveral years from its deftru€tion under 
the later Affyrian kings, which he-defigns to fee in his way. 


In our return from the pyramids, we came dire€tly to Sais, a 
place of fuch fame and antiquity that no curious traveller would 
omit feeing it. The night we arrived there, the grand feftival of | 
the lighting of lamps was folemnized, which is obferved after a 
peculiar manner. All the houfes throughout the town of Sais are 
illuminated with rows of lamps fet round the windows on the out- 
fide, at which time a great facrifice is performed to the guardian 
Deity of the place, to which as many as can conveniently refort 
from all parts of Egypt. But thofe who cannot be prefent there at 
the celebration of it, neglect not, wherever they are, to folemnize 
the night, and to fet out lights before their houfes. By this means, 
not only the town of Sais, but the whole country of Agypt, is illu- 
minated on that night. The Deity, in honour of whom the feftival 
is kept, is called by the Greeks, MINERVA; but, if I conjecture 


right, 
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right, with the gyptians is no other than their Ists, who, as I 
have elfewhere hinted to you, is made univerfal nature, though dif- 
ferently fpecified, and partially confidered, upon different occafions, 
under the feveral powers and attributes which the Greeks afcribe to 
their refpective divinities. The ufe of lamps and torches, both in 
religious worfhip, and for the purpofes of common life, were (the 
Egyptians fay) originally their invention, and firft received from them. 
But however that be, it is certain they had them very anciently 
in their religious revels and ceremonies; and the application of them 
to the myfteries of their worfhip, among other divine fymbols, has 
rendered the fymbol itfelf fo facred in the hieroglyphicks, that a lamp 
in that picture-character implies the whole myftery of the Egyptian. 
religion. From the ufe of torches and lamps, thus introduced into 
their religious ceremonies, came the practice of burning them at the 
fhrines of illuftrious perfonages, whom the paffionate devotion of 
their friends defired to honour as divinities, and to rank among fu- 
perior natures; of the antiquity of which cuftom a remarkable 
monument remains in Sais to this day. MERCHERINUS, the feventh. 
king of the Memphite dynafty, to foothe his grief for the lofs of an 
only daughter, erected for her a magnificent repofitory adjoining to 
his palace, and ordered a cafe-of wood to be. made in the fhape of 
an heifer, richly overlaid with gold, to inclofe her remains, intend- 
ing thereby that divine honours fhould be paid to her memory, and 
to graft her worfhip upon the reigning fuperftition of Hgypt. The 
heifer is as large as the life, in a kneeling pofture, and covered 
with a {fcarlet pall. Between the horns is fet a circle of gold re- 
fembling the rays of the fun. He appointed a certain number of 
priefts to. burn incenfe before. it in the day-time, and to light up 
lamps round the chamber in the night, and fettled a. ftipend. upon 
them to continue the ceremony for ever.. They conftantly once a 
year bring out the heifer. into the open air, after the celebration of 

certain 
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hy eae certain tites, which may be myfterious, but feem highly abfurd in 


i——- the vulgar account. For in thefe rites they are faid to fcourge a 


ner Le er NRRL ical aa saa EARae! 


certain deity, whofe name the profane are not to know. ‘The re- 


mains of the ancient palace at Sais are magnificent. The temple of 
the Goddefs, whom the Greeks call Minerva, contains the fe- 


pulchres of thofe ancient kings that were natives of the Saite nome. 
In the body of this temple is a magnificent ftone chamber, the 
columns of which are carved in imitation of palm-trees. Here are | 


feen feveral of thofe obelifks, which were the ancient reprefenta- 


tions of the celeftial divinities ; and near to them is a ftone bafon, 
or lake, the workmanfhip of which is much admired. An in- 
{cription on the pavement of this temple countenances the opinion 
I have advanced, that the Deity of the place is Is1s.. The infcrip- 
tion runs thus: “I am all that has been, that is, and that fhall be, 
« and none among mortals has hitherto taken off my veil.” AmAsis, 
who fubdued Apries, the laft of the lineage of the Memphite kings, 
raifed a portico to this building, which, for its height and dimenfions, 


and the largenefs of the ftones that compofe it, exceeds every thing of 
that kind in Aigypt. He placed about it coloflal ftatues and {phinxes 
of a prodigious fize. A little above the town is a grove called 
the fanétuary of Ostris, where the Saites maintain his fepulchre to 
have been. 


We paffed from Sais to Bubaftus, which is near the full extent of 
the Delta, part of the way by land, and part through the cuts that 
communicate between the feveral channels of the Nile. It were 
endlefs to defcribe to thee, CLEANDER, the beauty and richnefs of 
the country; or to enumerate the many ancient cities and towns, 
which prefented themfelves to our notice in the whole way. But 
indeed, though all befpeak the magnificence and glory of this an- 
cient kingdom, I know not any that affords a fight more pleafing 

than 
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than the city where I now am. It is fituate where the Bubaitick L rok oe 
branch of the Nile feparates into two channels; one of which dif] Command 
charges itfelf into the fea at the Tanitick, the other at the Pelufiack 
mouth. Thefe ftreams form a perfect peninfula, in which ftands 
the temple of Bubaftis; the city itfelf lying part between thefe 
fireams, and part fcattered on the two oppofite fides of the Nile be- 
yond where the ftreams divide. The ground on all fides, whereon 
the buildings of the city are ere€ted, was raifed by SEsosTRis, and 
afterwards by the Athiopian king, to a greater height than any other 
town in figypt. The peninfula only with the town remains on the 
fame level it always was, and is joined by a narrow ifthmus to the 
land, along which is a vilta of thick trees of the talleft growth, con- 
tinued for the length of three ftadiums into the town, and leading 
through the forum up an afcent to the temple of Mercury. The 
temple of Bubaftis, in length and breadth a ftadium, is likewife en- 
compafled with a thick grove, that cafts a delightful fhade, and 
is reflected on the water. It has a ftately portico, thirty cubits in 
height, upon which are figures and bas-reliefs of fix cubits; and 
round:the extremities of the ifland runs a parapet of ftone, adorned 
with much curious {culpture. The temple, with the plantations about 
it, lying thus in the middle of the town, and furrounded with the 
water, has a moft beautiful effet, as you look down upon it from 
the city, on every fide. The goddefs Busasris is by the Greeks 
called Diana, but is in reality Isis, if one may regard the ancient 
infcription upon her pillar at Nyfa in Arabia. A little above the 
town begins that famous cut, which was intended for a communi- 
cation between the Nile and the Red Sea, The digging of it was 
firft attempted by Neco, the fon of PSAMMETICHUS, and twelve 
thoufand men perifhed in the work, Darius, after him, made 9 
great progrefs with better fuccefs, but without completing it; dif 
couraged, as tradition goes, by the report of his furveyors, who 
apprehended 
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LETTER apprehended it would, when finifhed, let in the fea upon the Lower 
Bota dEgypt; the level of the Arabian gulph being, as they thought, 
higher than the Delta. The #gyptians folemnize their religious 
revels at moft of their towns through the Delta feveral times in the 
year. But thofe are moft frequented which attend the great facri- 
fices performed at Bubaftus. Great numbers of both fexes come 
down the Nile at thefe times in boats together; and the men and 
women, befides children, that are brought to Bubaftus on occafion 
of thefe folemnities, are computed by the inhabitants to be feldom 
fewer than feventy thoufand. Their mufick all the way is a ftrange 
diffonance of flutes, crotala, bad voices, and clapping of hands. At 
every town by the water-fide they ftand up to the fhore, to give the 
women in the boats an opportunity of calling out to thofe at land, 
who never are at a lofs to anfwer them in the peculiar ribaldry of 
their water-language. While fome of the women are engaged in 
this fcurrilous diverfion, the reft are dancing, or making ridiculous 


geftures, 


Strange it is, CLEANDER, and unaccountable, that fuch mean buf- 
fooneries fhould ever be miftaken for religious rites, or made prepara- 
tive to the celebration of one of their greateft feftivals. But it has been 
the policy of our government never to interfere with fuch national 

_ extravagancies, as are merely adapted to the genius of the vulgar. 
For as thefe inftitutions fall in with the natural bent of the common 
people, at the fame time that they have the fanétion of religious ce- 
remonies, there is nothing they would with greater difficulty give 
up. The A'gyptian priefts could not have taken a furer method for 
eftablithing their own authority, than by accommodating the national 
rites to that ftrong propenfion to farcical pomps and revels, which 
no where prevails more among the common fort than in Egypt. 
The people thus gratified and amufed, according to their own fenfe 
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of things, and indulged in all their proffett prejudices, prefume not LETTER 


to arraign the fuperior wifdom of their teachers, but aflent with an tm-———ed 
implicit reverence to their diétates. 


I fhall in a very few days fet fail from Pelufium. HeRopotus 
will part from me at Magdolum, to pafs over Mount Cafius, and by 
the lake Serbon into Paleftine. That inquifitive traveller has taken 
abundant pains to examine into the learning of the 4Egyptian priefts, 
and fift out all the recondite doétrines of their religion; yet, after 
all, he has caufe to complain of their myfterious refervednefs. It 
is difcouraging enough, I have often heard him fay, to an accurate 
hiftorian, who is to treat of their religious ceremonies, that he mutt, 
in many things, either affe&t the fame myfterious fecrecy himfelf, or 


appear to pofterity to have been a colleétor of fenfelefs and ridicu- 
lous fables, Adieu. 
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CLEANDER ¢o GosryaAs. rom Thebes. 


LETTER Y¥ HAVE been arrived fome days, noble fcribe, in this city; and 
Xi: : : 
ae ae whilft CritiAs, the Athenian agent, .;whom I accompanied, was 


employed in negociating an exchange of prifoners, I endeavoured 
to procure the intelligence of the general difpofition of the ftate, 
and the reliance which can be made on the defcendants of thofe 


citizens who were formerly in the Perfian intereft. My inquiry 
was much furthered by CraTIPPUS, who has lately removed hither 


from Sparta, in order to penetrate to the bottom of an intrigue which 
is carrying on between Thebes and Corinth. I leave his own letters 
on that affair to fpeak his vigilance and induftry; but I ought in 
juftice to myfelf to add, that he concurs with me in opinion that 
my orders were grounded on falfe information. Thou wilt be able 
to judge how impracticable it would be to attempt any change of 
government here, when I tell thee, that the management of affairs 
is wholly in the hands of the Lacedemonian faction. The fenate is 
compofed of their creatures ; the Polemarchs, or chief magiftrates of 
the city, who are chofen annually, and the Beeotarchs, or governors 
of Boeotia, over which the Thebans claim a general jurifdiction, are 
in the fame intereft; and the better to curb any attempts in favour 
either of Athens or Perfia, a ftrong garrifon is always kept up 
in the Cadméa. The Lacedemonians have much gained upon the 
affections of this people, by the feverities which, for their fakes, 
were inflicted upon the Plateans. Befides, they are of all the Gre- 
cians the moft difficult to be forced out of any intereft and alliances 


in 
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in which they have been long engaged. With regard to the remains ph i R 
of the Median fa@tion, which in the king’s letter are reprefented as W———) 
confiderable both for their weight and number, it is a fa@d well 
known here, that the chiefs amongft them were delivered up by the 
Thebans to Pausanras, the Spartan general, who put them to death 
at Corinth, that the Greeks might, from their example, be warned 
what punifhment thofe were to expect, who deferted the common 
intereft of their country to join with a foreign invader. This had 


the defired effet; and the defcendants of ARTAGINUS and Tima- 


GENES are fo far from having any inclination to revenge the death 
of their anceftors, that, had I applied to them, they would, in all 
probability, have delivered me up to the magiftrates. As I therefore 
imagine it cannot be the intention of my royal mafter, that I 
fhould expofe myfelf to danger, without any profpect of doing him 
fervice, I fufpend the execution of my orders, till I receive thy 
anfwer, which I fhall expect in this city; for the increafe of the 
plague at Athens renders my removal thither extremely hazardous. 
If the fupreme council think my further refidence here unneceflary, I 
defire leave to take a progrefs to the celebrated temple at Delphi. 


The magiftrates of Thebes have received an exprefs, with an ac- 
count of the ill fuccefs of DEMosTHENEs, the Athenian, againft 
the A‘tolians. ‘That general had fome fuccefs on his firft invafion of 
their country ; but the natives having aflembled their forces, attacked 
his army in a foreft furrounded by mountains, (the pafles of which 
they had feized,) and gave it a total defeat. 


Potent lord, it is from thee I expect my chief fupport, under-the 
uneafy ftate of mind to which the calumnies of my enemies have 
teduced me. The effects of their malice, in the objeétions they 

| Ee make 
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Sean make to my conduét, are as weak as their malice itfelf is ftrong, 
Lape When they reproach me with having made no friends to Perfia, do. 
they confider, that for me to have concerned myfelf in practices of 

that nature without particular inftru€tions, would have been highly 
uinwarrantable, and only brought ruin on my own head from all quar- 


ters, without advancing in one point the intereft of ARTAXERXES? It 


is even more than probable, that thofe who now blame me for inac- 
tivity, would then have beer as liberal of their cenfures againft my 
intermeddling without orders, and have exerted their beft endeavours 
to procure a difavowal of my condu&. When they accufe me of 
converfing only with the friends to peace, they fhew their utter 


jgnorance of my courfe of life at Athens; elfe they would know that 
I have acquaintance enough in both parties to difcover the fecrets 
of each; and that I form my accounts impartially from their dif- 


ferent reprefentations. 


If PuiLEMON honours me with his friendfhip, and Nicras con- 
defcends to take a frugal meal at my houfe, I have received civilities, 
on the other hand, from DEMOSTHENES and EpIGENES; and not 
long before I left Athens, CLEoN fent to aflure me, upon occafion 
of fome bufinefs which I offered to tranfa& for him at Ephefus, that 
he harboured no malice againft me for what happened laft year 
in relation to the Iambicks *. It was that unlucky affair, I am con- 
vinced, which gave a colour to the charge againft me, of intermixing - 
in the cabals of Nicras’s faétion. But if thou canft excufe an im- 
prudence, to which the warmth of wine and jollity gave rife, I can 
affure thee, upon the forfeiture of thy patronage, which I prefer far 
beyond any intereft or concern of my own, that I will religioufly 

avoid making myfelf obnoxious to any party for the future, except 


* Vol. i. p. 382. 
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fuch as the king’s fervice fhall at any time oblige me to act againft. a 
] have troubled thee thus far, out of that regard which every man Cee, 


owes to his reputation; for otherwife I defire not to be made the 
object of court intrigue. Suffer me to retire in peace to my antes 
farm, in the fhady vale near the temple of the Ephefian Diana ; 


or quit the tumultuous forum of Athens, for the folitary groves of the 


Bactrian Magi. Wrapt in their thickeft fhades, I may forget the 
diftraéting cares of life, and the perplexities of bufinefs. The 
change will not only be for my quiet, but advantage; here I 


may learn to be an abler minifter, but there to be a better man, 
Adieu. 


The 20th of the month Munychion. 
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La ne Co 


SMERDIsS ¢o CLEANDER. 


LETTER qu infolence of the Greeks is inexcufable, CLEANDER. If they 

ia enjoy advantages peculiar to themfelves, this fhould not be 
matter of triumph, fince they cannot be affured of their continuance. 
How {pecioufly was the liberty of Perfia guarded by the wifeft laws 
and fevereft difcipline, when the eftablifhment fuffered an unavoidable 
revolution to its difadvantage? Cyrus, the worthieft of all princes, 
who had been educated in the fchools of juftice and moderation, 
was the neceflary caufe of this change. His great mind could never 
meditate the oppreflion of his country, though the acceffion of 
Media by inheritance, a vaft kingdom under his abfolute fway, and 
the additional conquered provinces, had fufficiently enabled him to 
compafs it. This accumulated power, however, devolved to a lefs 
worthy fucceflor ; and thou knoweft the fequel. 


Liberty, which is the fecure enjoyment of natural rights under 
the falutary reftriGtions of law, was long the inheritance of the Per- 
fians. The prince, the fatraps, and the people, were in fubordination 
one to another; but their dependance was folely on the laws, to 
which they owed a common obedience. The prince was fupreme, 
and enjoyed the diftinguifhing marks of royalty; but in his youth 
he was not exempt from the rigorous difcipline of a Perfian edu- 
cation. In the reft of the conftitution (which is peculiar to Perfia) 
the rank of the citizens was determined ordinarily by their years ; 
and the duties, privileges, and honours of the ftate were adapted to 

the 
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the particular ftages of youth, manhood, and old age: but the 
greateft fhare of dignity and power was referved for the laft, to 
crown thofe who had fhewn a decent compliance with the laws, in 
a regular and laudable conduct through the former. The next ho- 
nourable rank was manhood, to which the citizens were admitted, 
if they had pafled their youth in obedience, military exercifes, and 
honefty. ‘Thus recommended, being arrived at maturity of ftrength 
and judgment, they were admitted into active life, pleaded as advo- 
cates, or prefided as judges; had the charge of the revenue, or em- 
ployments of diftin€tion among the foldiery; or bore arms in the 
loweft capacity, as the ftate required, according to the determination 
of the aged, who having paffed thofe offices with reputation them- 
felves, governed the inferior orders, and regulated them by their 
counfels. "Thus was every one engaged to fubmiflion and obedience 
to the laws, by the hopes of arriving one day at the adminiftration 
of them. This expectation kept the eager ambition of youth, and 
the cooler, but no lefs dangerous, defigns of manhood, in proper 
bounds, till age admitted them with fafety to a truft for which their 
habitual virtue and experience qualified them. ‘Thus private obedi- 
ence to legal authority was eafily kept up, which is the great bul- 
wark of publick liberty, and which free ftates find much difficulty in 


maintaining ; becaufe the reftraint of it is miftaken for flavery by 


the injudicious multitude, who delight in tumult and irregularity, 


and confider them as certain indications of freedom. 


This frame of government our countrymen had fo much reafon 


to be {fatisfied with, that they never fhewed any difpofition to inno-. 


vate, but rather to confirm and perpetuate it. ‘To this end their 
wifdom was extraordinary and uhparalleled; they had long known 


the neceffity there was of forming foldiers by a regular education ; 


and therefore they had trained up their children from their infancy 
in 
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in hardinefs, exercife, and coarfe diet fparingly dealt to them, which 
their keen appetite and ready digeftion converted into nutriment, 
leaving no fuperfluity for noxious humours: they were fo far from 
needing the evacuations of phyfick, that thofe of nature were not 
frequent. They never tried the viciffitudes of fwoln bodies and 
emaciating difeafes; their nerves were never high ftrained by an 
héated blood, nor relaxed by indolence, but were gradually con- 
firmed in that ftate which is beft fuited to the operations of the body, 
and moft helpful to thofe of the mind. The Perfians had ufed them- 
felves to the method of difciplining the youth for war; and the fame 
wifdom fuggefted to them, that it would require no lefs care to train 
them up for fociety and the duties of peace. We think it prepof- 
terous, faid they, to colle& a large body of men, and fend them out 
to fight our battles, without regard to previous difcipline. How 
then can we expeét, that every thing that bears the form of a man 
fhould be fitted for the manifold duties of fociety? If we would 
fecure our government, we muft encourage the growth of modera- 
tion and juftice amongift the citizens ; which having taken deep 
root, will not eafily fufler themfelves to be eradicated by thofe foul 
ufurpers, avarice, cruelty, and ambition; which firft make them- 
felves mafters of the human mind, and then excite it to thofe extra- 
vagancies that lay wafte the moft flourifhing kingdoms. 


An inftitution of the youth in focial qualifications was therefore 
agreed upon: but the parent was thought an improper perfon to be 
intrufted with it, left the children might receive any wrong bias from 
his fentiments, his example, or his partial regard for them. Publick 
{chools were appointed ; and the wifeft of the Magi to prefide and 
inftruct the young Perfian, not indeed in mufick, in rhetorick, and 
the fictions of poets, but the fimple qualifications of {peaking truth, 
and practifing juftice; where they were taught that veracity was 

always 
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always graceful, however unadorned; and learned as much to fear yeas ER 
the practice of fraud, as the young Spartan the difcovery of it. Their U4 


acutenefs was neverthelefs employed, though not in ating, yet in 
tracing out falfehood and treachery: for this purpofe intricate cafes 
were devifed by their mafters, which they were obliged to unravel, 
and difclofe all the latent fallacy that might fereen an. offender, or 
prejudice the innocent ; and to fhew the.due merits of each party in 


the cafe propofed. 


All the little differences and quarrels, that arife among playfellows, 
were examined into, and decided by the ftriteft rules and forms of 
juftice, where they had frequent occafion to a& the part of judge, 
accufer, and criminal, under the infpeCtion of a mafter, who never 
failed to put the fentence in execution, if juft; if not, to punith the 
judge for his ignorance or partiality. Thus were they always ready 
to become any {tation in the community, that of a judicious magi- 
ftrate, an honeft and difcerning advocate, an able governor, or an 
obedient inoffenfive citizen. Thus had they learned the focial duties 
before they had need of them; for it was thought more falutary, 
that the manly carriage fhould make fome encroachments on youth, 
than that there fhould be any danger, by the negle& of fuch dif- 
cipline, that the follies of youth fhould be propagated into manhood, 
the publick affemblies be interrupted with petulancy, and mifguided 
by ill-informed judgments, or the lives and valuable privileges of a 


people become the fport of a boyith levity. 


Thus the bafis of our eftablifhment was the virtue of the citizens ; 
a more durable and fubftantial one than can be fupplied by all the 
arts of policy, which fometimes pretend to feparate the publick good 
from honefty, its natural ally and fupport, or make ufe of a coun- 
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LETTER terfeit appearance of her. But where fhe refides, fhe not only 
i————_ guards the common liberty, but enlarges the happinefs of each indi- 


vidual ; fhe ftrengthens all ties, both natural and focial ; the cements: 
families; preferves the filial and conjugal affection pure ; fweetens 
converfe with humanity; heightens acquaintance into friendthip, 
and fets no bounds to the exercife of benevolence. Theallies of a 
virtuous nation can fteadily rely on its fidelity, and its enemies 
are afraid of the vengeance of a people who are lovers of juftice, 
and are always kindled with indignation and refentment at the 


breach of it. 
HH. 
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Mio bwD ho ReawC Xk 


SMERDIS fo CLEANDER. 


¥ poust, whether in the various ftates of Greece you will find 
one government of a more plaufible frame than that I have de- 
{cribed, or more founded in nature. For nature has laid down a 
plan for us in moft things; and the nearer approaches we make to 
her, the more we advance toward perfection in our undertaking. 
Now the plan which nature has given us for government is a fingle 
family ; which is indeed a little natural kingdom ; and a kingdom of 
the greatef{t extent can be looked upon as no other than a large arti- 
ficial family. And it is very eafy to obferve, that the ancient Perfian 
government, in its parts and oeconomy, bore a very near refem- 
blance to this original pattern. Perhaps you will be furprized that 
our unpolifhed anceftors, who had neither arts nor literature amongtt 
them, and were {fatisfied with the fcanty products of Perfia, which 
{carcely afforded them food and a covering to their bodies, fhould 
have been fo fuccefsful in their polity. Poffibly their being un- 
civilized is the very reafon of it; and their utter ignorance in the 
refinements of politicks made them more attentive to nature. You 
know, tradition informs us, that in the early ages of the world 
each family was a fort of independent community ; and the head of 
it exercifed a princely jurifdidtion over all the branches. We will 
fuppofe then, that a number of thefe fmall princes with paternal 
power are affembled together, with defign to agree upon terms of 
community ;. perhaps on the fummit of a hill, in token of their 
eminence, whilft their numerous progeny expected below the iffue 
Ga of 
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de ae of their counfels. I will not take upon me to relate the debates 
kenya Which arofe in the venerable aflembly ; but it is by no means dif- 
ficult to find out the refult of them. They perceived there was 
little occafion for any thing new, towards forming a community, 


befides the circumftance of living together. It was agreed, that 
the fathers of families fhould retain the fame authority over, and 
concern for, the whole, which each had before in his refpective fa- 
mily; that the younger men fhould continue to be ative and obe- 


dient in executing the commands of the elder, whether in peace or 


war; and that the education of children fhould now be their joint 
care, which hitherto had employed them feparately. Their chil- 


dren were ready to enter into fociety, upon the advice of their pa- 
rents; for they thought their welfare could not be more fafely 
lodged than in fuch hands. The ties of their obedience immediately 
became different. It was gratitude and filial duty (the bonds of 
nature) which before obliged them; but the obligations they then 
fubmitted to, were more than nature had enjoined, and therefore they 
rightly expe&ted, terms for their fubmiffion. The authority of the 
natural parent was unlimited, becaufe his affe€tion for his iffue was 
imagined fo likewife; but the artificial parent being more likely to 
deviate from juftice, mutual conditions were fettled, and laws obli- 
gatory on both fides. Here you fee the great marks and outlines of 
our ancient government in a very fmall compafs; and all fubfequent 


and future regulations were no more than methods ufed for the better 
eftablifhing of this form, 


Though I afcribe much to the wifdom of our anceftors, I will not 
deny that there was another caufe which greatly contributed to the 
“peace and continuation of our empire; for the Perfians, not having 
then corrupted the traditions they had received from a diftant but 
unknown origin, believed that OROMASDES was a lover of peace 


and 
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and order through all his works, which in awe of him they induf 1 eae 
trioufly cultivated and maintained. . They knew that commotions —~—~ 
and tumult were the delight of Akr1maNius; and abhorred being 

the inftruments of his will, who had introduced difcord into paradife 

itfelf, and deformed the creation; a work of fuch excellency, that 

the Almighty did not produce it inftantaneoufly, but in fix fucceffive 

_’parts, that the everlafting genii, the fatraps of his heavenly court, 

might contemplate its rifing beauty, and adore the Author! Thefe 

religious fentiments, which dawned upon us at the coming of Kry- 

OMAR, that ancient prophet, were more clearly opened by the divine 
inftrutions of ZERVAN, and the eternal wifdom of OusHanc *, 

till ZURDUSsHT’s irrefiftible beams difperfed all remains of dark- 

nefs f. 


=- 


Ei 


* A book of the higheft authority among the followers of the Magi. 


+ ‘The reader will find, that in this and the other letters where the Perfian religion 
is treated of, the fentiments are exactly agreeable to Dr. Hyde’s account of it. 
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Lik Pet i Rec alts 


GoBRYAS fo CLEANDER. Fyrom Ecbatana. 


LETTER Yr is natural for any one whofe reputation is attacked by injurious 
CXII. A - ; : 
ali re calumnies, and whofe warmth is heightened by a confcioufnefs of 


innocence, to lie under a perpetual uneafinefs of mind, till his ho- 


sige teacrniet seaming le eed 


nour is cleared, and his conduét juftified. This makes me lefs fur- 


prized at thofe expreffions of defpondency and refentment, which 


have occurred in thy late difpatches. From the firft intimation I re- 
ceived of the ill humour fomented againft thee by the artifices of 


fome men, and the weaknefs of others, I ufed my utmoft endea- 
vours to trace it to the fource; and after difcovering the caufes, to 
remove the effects of it. I found the treafurer grievoufly offended 
that thou haft made no application to him in the courfe of thy em- 
ployment; and for that reafon tran{mitting thy appointments with a 
fparing hand. His enterprifing genius, which had uniformly de- 
clared itfelf for immediately embarking in the war, was of courfe 
oppofed to the calmer and more confiderate meafures of MEGaA- 
BYZUS and myfelf. As he obferved thy letters afforded no grounds 
for his extravagant projects, he fell in the more readily with the in- 
formations of Timocizs, the Eubcean. _Pleafed with the flattering 
difcourfes of that vain rhetorician, and elated by the applaufe which 
he heard was given to his counfels by the younger {fatraps and officers 
of the army, he procured that letter which fent thee to Thebes, 
whilft I was employed in fettling the affairs of my deceafed friend, 
Mecasyzus. At the fame time fo certain was he of the fuccefs of 
his Theban alliance, or perhaps fo bent on thy ruin, if it mifcarried, 
that he propofed to remove thee from Athens, afferting there were 


unan{wer- 
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unanf{werable objections to thy behaviour there; and that Timocurs L ae R 
fhould be ordered to fupply thy place. The king abfolutely refufed tH+w——3 
to confent to this alteration, and took frequent opportunities to com- 
mend thy fervices publickly. Soon after arrived thy letter, which 
gave a very clear and ingenuous relation of the ftate of Thebes, 
confirmed by the difpatches we received at the fame time from Cra- 
TIpPpus. ‘TERIBAZUs was then obliged, though with relu€tance, to 
confefs he had been miftaken in the advice which occafioned the 
king’s letter; and, in order to caft.the blame from himfelf, accufed 
Timocyes of deceiving him, who, he faid, ought to be well ac- 
quainted with thofe parts of Greece. The Eubcean was fummoned 
before the council of feven ; but he found means to make his efcape ; 
and it is ftrongly fufpected, that the accufation and efcape had their 
rife from the fame quarter. Thou haft reafon to be fatisfied with 
the fhame which overwhelms thy enemies, after the defeat of all 
their {chemes ; and thy credit with the king and miniftry is more 
eftablithed by this fruitlefs attack, than if it had never been put toa 
trialk How far I engaged in your fupport, I leave others to inform 
you; but it would be injuftice to the generous friendfhip of Hy- 
DASPES and INTAPHERNES, not to aflure you, that, had their own 
honour or fafety been concerned, they could not have exerted them- 
felves with more zeal and affiduity than they did. The king himfelf 
told me, when I obtained his leave for your Delphick journey, that 
no difguft of any of his minifters fhould leffen his regard for your 
merit ; that the punétual payment of your appointments fhould be 
his particular care: “ and (continued our gracious mafter) I do not 
“ wonder this Theban bufinefs has given CLEANDER uneafinefs. I 
** too eafily believed what carried a {pecious appearance ; but though 
“¢ my fervants have fometimes, deceived me, they never yet had 
“ the art to make me perfift in my error, in order to fcreen 


“ their own,” 
APOLLO= 
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a a APoLionip#s, the phyfician, was condemned to the crofs, and 

La) executed juft before we left Sufa. Thou knoweft that his crime, 
for the fake of the perfen concerned, muft be lightly touched. Zo- 
pYRuS, the youngeft fon of Mrecaxsyzus, has left the court by 
night; and it is not yet known whither he is gone. He defired to 
be made governor of Damafcus; which being refufed him, on ac- 
count of his youth and inexperience, though with a promife-of fu- 
ture favour, he faid with great warmth, that this difappointment, and 
his mother’s guilt, rendered it impoflible for him to appear at court 
with honour. 


OxyaTures, the Mede, after having been obliged to leave Scy- 
thia by the king who at prefent fits upon that throne, as I gave thee 
an account in my difpatches laft year *, has fince wandered in dif- 
guife through the provinces; and though we had frequent traces of 
him, he made fo fhort a ftay in every place he came to, and took 
fuch precautions to conceal himfelf, that we could never lay hold of 
his perfon till very lately, when he was feized in pafling through 
the Upper Egypt by PHarwnaces, the governor of Thebes. From 
feveral informations: which I have received concerning him, there 
are grounds to believe that he was going to join AMYRTEUS in the 


fens, and was projecting great defigns of bringing the Lybians a 
fecond time into Egypt. He found means to deftroy what. papers 
he had about him, before he was fecured; but very large fums of 
money were feized in his baggage, which were diftributed amongft 
thofe who were inftrumental in apprehending him. 


Soon after he was taken, he wrote a letter to the king, offering, if 
his life might be fpared, to make an exact and fincere difcovery of 


* Vide Letter xcv. 


all 
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all the practices in which he had been engaged, and of the perfons 
with whom he had correfponded; accompanied with ftrong ex- 
preflions of remorfe for his paft condué, and affurances of an in- 
violable fidelity for the future. The king was pleafed to refer the 
whole affair to his council of feven, and to be prefent himfelf when 
ait was debated ; as indeed it was very fully. 


We confidered that OxyaTures had been manifeftly concerned 
in two defigns of a very high and dangerous nature. The guilt of 
the firft, indeed, confifted chiefly in holding licentious and feditious 
difcourfes ; but in cafe any finifter event had happened to the em- 
pire, or the king, there is no queftion but a formed confpiracy had 
broken out. 


The fecond was nothing lefs than promoting the revolt of Art- 
Azus, and the jun@ion of the Scythian forces with his. 


There were likewife ftrong reafons to fufpeat, that his views, at 
the time of his being feized, were full as pernicious and difloyal as 
ever. And it was very remarkable, that, during this long courfe of 
treafonable praétices, he had never once made application for par- 
don, or fhewed the leaft defire of returning to his duty, till the mo- 
ment that his life was in the power of a juftly exafperated monarch. 


As to the difcoveries, which he was in a capacity of making, it 
was our opinion, that we knew enough of his intrigues already for 
any advantage that could redound to the king and his government, 
by the prevention or defeat of them; and the being acquainted with 
the minuter circumftances, and the names of more perfons who 
had engaged in fuch criminal defigns, might tend to open a fcene 
which the tranquillity of the empire would require, and the humane 
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L gh difpofition of ARTAXERXES would rather choofe not to be difclofed. 
i ——— For thefe reafons we concluded, almoft unanimoufiy, that he was no 
fit obje&t of the royal favour ; and accordingly orders for putting him 
to death were fent to PHARNACES with fuch difpatch and fecrecy, 
that the advice of his being executed reached this place almoft be- 
fore his condemnation was known, and at once put an end to all 
thofe cabals and interceflions which were forming by his relations 


(who are of the firft quality in the province of Media) to fave him. 


I have it in charge to communicate to thee the refult of a council 
held this night in ARTAXERXES’s apartments. It was refolved una- 


nimoufly, that, confidering the events of war that may oblige the 


king to take part very foon in the Grecian quarrels, orders fhould be 


fent to the governors of Afia Minor to keep in readinefs againft next 
year a body of fixty thoufand men, to march at the firft warning ; 
and likewife to the prefects of Phoenicia and Cyprus, to fit out a 
fleet of eighty galleys, with a proportionable number of feamen. We 
doubt not but the news of thofe preparations will ftrike the Greeks 
with aftonifhment; but they are folely intended to put our empire: 
in a condition of taking fuch a part in the affairs of its neighbours, 
as may be fuitable to its wealth and greatnefs. Farewel. | 


Pp, 
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Te eee Pe RYOTE, 


ORSAMES fo CLEANDER, 


Ela eG put into my hands the other day, a very extraordi- 
~~ nary and remarkable piece of hiftory, that the priefts of Mem- 
phis had given him among the memoirs which they had felected for 
his ufe out of their archives. The character of Hazia affords an 
example of many excellencies, which even the Athenian ladies might 
copy with great advantage to their condudt. 


The STORY of HAZIA. 


SESOSTRIS, willing to fhew his fubjects how far he had extended 
his conquefts, brought with him into Egypt numerous families of the 
Eaft, inftruéted in the righteous doftrines of KEyomAR. Amongett 
thefe was the houfe of Besacu, beloved for his juftice and ftrict 
piety, and in the efteem of men moft worthy the protection of 
Heaven. But he was not exempt from the common calamity ; he 
was led away captive with his family, which he had the mortifica- 
tion, before he reached Memphis, to fee reduced to his daughter, 
Hazia, who was too young to be affected with her misfortunes, 
and himfelf, whofe wifdom and experience taught him to fubmit to 
them. His two fons, who were in the vigour of youth, and had 
been trained up to virtue and courage, had not yet learned how to 
fuffer ; and partly through impatience of the reftraints they were 
under in their journey, and grief at the profpedt of flavery, fell into 
violent diforders, which might have admitted a remedy, but they 
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ee refufed to accept it; alleging in excufe for themfelves, that they 
W—— did not make a cowardly revolt from the ftation in which Providence 
had placed them, but retired at its call to the feats’ of blifs, from 
a life altogether difhonourable to themfelves, and unprofitable to the 
world. Brsacu, upon his arrival at Memphis, found that his re- 
putation amongft his countrymen had ftood him in fome ftead ; as he 
was placed above the ordinary rank of flaves, and employed about 
the king’s houfehold. ‘The death of his fons, however, hung heavy 
upon his mind; and the confolation he found in his furviving 


daughter, was much allayed by paternal anxiety for her welfare. 
He thought honourably of his family, and wifhed her an education 
{uitable to it; but he defpaired of that, at a time when he with much 
‘difficulty procured her the neceffaries of life. He refolved, how- 
ever, not to be wanting in that material part which himfelf could 


{upply ; he early implanted in her bofom fuch maxims as would be 
moft ferviceable when fhe came to confider her condition; the feeds 
of humility, courage, and chaftity. The forming of her mind was 
his peculiar care ; nor did he neglect inftru€ting her how to exprefs 
it with propriety and grace. He did not pretend to contribute the 
ornamental parts of a female addrefs ; nor was he folicitous whether 
fhe attained them or not, fince without them fhe was lefs expofed to 
obfervation. Neverthelefs, the growing virtues he had ftored her 
bofom with, infenfibly affeéted her whole carriage, and gave a polith, 
beyond the power of art, to her perfon; for a graceful mien is the 


natural refult of a cultivated mind; and where that is wanting, the 
refinements of a court are only fpecious, and want their proper 
foundation ; they are artfully put on to reprefent fuch qualities of 
the mind as are not to be found in it. HaAzia had a look of great 
modefty, which is fo amiable in the fex, and no wonder, fince fhe 


had been trained up to that virtue. She had an engaging fimplicity 
in her countenance ; for fhe had been taught no artifice. Her con- 
verfation 
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verfation was pleafing, becaufe it flowed from humanity and reafon. ane R 
Her gefture and afpe& were eafy and becoming, becaufe nature had ~~ 
not been wanting to her, and fhe had been careful not to deviate 
from it. Had fhe been introduced into an aflembly of the higheft 
fEgyptian ladies, her behaviour would have given no offence; and 
had the aflembly been formed of ladies from different courts, though 
fhe would have differed fomething from all, it is probable her car- 
riage, which was moftly the refult of nature and virtue, would have 


bid faireft for their common imitation. 


The forefight of BrsAcu, her father, and her own retired life, 
had not concealed her from the notice of MENETH, a young gal- 
Jant at court, who waited an opportunity of doing a fervice to Ha- 
RAN, the minifter, that he might have fome pretence of begging fo 
{mall a boon as one of the flaves of S—Esostris. Brsacu, know- 
ing the defencelefs fituation of his beauteous ward, was continually 
on the watch, and not a little troubled to find, that young MENETH 
divided all his time betwixt thofe walks which Haz1a frequented, 
and an affiduous attendance upon HAaRAN. His fears were too 
great not to affect the compofure of his mind. HaAzra perceived a 
furprizing change, without fufpecting any additional ground for it ; 
and would frequently retort his own precepts upon him. “ Father, 
* (fhe would fay,) you have taught me that misfortunes are the beft 


*« {chool; that to repine is to upbraid Heaven; that the neceflaries 


“ of life are few, and every thing elfe may be fupplied by cheerful- 
“‘ nefs and content. How is it that you retra& your doétrines, and 
“« make me fufpec their reality? Will you fhew me fo ill an ex- 


“ample, as to yield to your fufferings ; and deprive me not only of 


“ your life, (to which your cares will foon put an end,) but even 
“‘ of the pattern and principles, which I have only to rely upon, if 
** Providence fhould make me an orphan as well as a flave?” Br- 


SACH 
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LETTER sacu was affected beyond expreffion with fuch difcourfe, and dif 
CXII. : ; 
{ win ; fembled his concern as well as he could; and whenever he perceived 


his gloomy thoughts were likely to get the better of him, he always 


i et OR LU a a a OPP ne 
ce oa ls Pe eas os 


retired from her company. He feldom could compofe himfelf to 
reft till it was late; and frequently fpent the time of fleep in uneafy 


refletions and broken foliloquies, wandering about the porticos and 


private walks of the palace, and at his return pretended he had been 
employed in fome fervice by the officers of the court. His melan- 
choly apprehenfions had taken pofleffion of him one evening, when 
he fat down under a low dark arch, (which led to the apartments 
of the flaves,) ruminating on the miferies of his country, particu- 
larly of his own family, and the difhonour which feemed pointed at 


his daughter; when unexpectedly he faw a man glide acrofs the 
court, and make dire@ly towards the king’s apartment. At firft he 


thought it was only a creature of his own melancholy imagination, 
becaufe he knew every body within the bounds of the court was at 
reft at that hour, except the guards, who durft not, without fome 
good reafon, move from their pofts. He indulged his .curiofity fo 
far, however, as to ftep gently after him, and foon found he was 
not deceived ; he was near enough to perceive the man lay a poniard 
down at his feet, and with great facility loofen the bars of a window, 
with an inftrument he had brought with him for that purpofe. Br- 
SACH apprehended nothing lefs than a defperate aflaflination of the 
king: whereupon he drew toward him with the utmoft caution, and, 
under favour of the fhade, and the man’s eager attention to his de- 
fign, he got near enough to fnatch up the poniard, and prefenting it 
to his breaft, “ Villain, (faid he,) I will not fuffer a great prince to 
“ fall by the hands of an affaffin.” The man fell trembling at his 
feet, and was going to beg for mercy, when the guards, ‘who heard 
the outcry of Brsacu, flew towards them in an inftant. BEsacu 
delivered him into their hands, and returned home to his daughter, 


fully 
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fully purged of his melancholy by this lucky accident; and with 
the greateft cheerfulnefs, “ Hazra, (fays he,) I hope you are now 
“ out of the reach of a danger which I durft not fo much as ac- 
** quaint you with yefterday. That courtier whom you obferved in 
“your walk, and about our lodging, thinks you not without beauty, 
** and intends to afk HARAN to oblige him with fo fmall a favour 
“as one of the king’s flaves.”” She was going to declare how much 
more eligible death was, than fuch a ftain, to her virtuous family, 
when her father affured her, that by to-morrow fhe would not be 
In the difpofal of HARAN himéelf, if Szsosrris was not the moft 
ungrateful of all princes. Upon which he acquainted her with the 
happy turn that his affairs were likely to take, which gave them both 
a moft agreeable expectation of the event. 


The next day, upon examination, it appeared that the aflaffin had 
been hired to this defperate undertaking by the remains of that party 
who oppofed SEsosTrRis at his return into Agypt, and had fet the 
crown upon his brother’s head. So he expired in torments, agree- 
ably to the laws of Egypt; and when his body was brought to the 
banks of the Nile to be tranfported for burial, the inquifitors into 
his life judged him unworthy of a place of reft, and left his corps to 
be tofled by the waves, and expofed to devouring fithes. Sxsos- 
TRIS was acquainted with BEsAcu’s fidelity, and ordered HARAN 
to reward him, as one who had faved the life of his prince. He and 
his family were immediately declared free, and a {mall employment 
of fome credit in the houfehold was conferred on him. BEsacu 
was well pleafed with the fecurity which freedom brought along with 
it ; and his moderation was fatisfied with an accefs of fortune which 
raifed him confiderably above want, though not to that condition 
to which his fervices might reafonably lay claim: for HAR AN did not 
think proper to reward an action very liberally, the merit of which 

| he 
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L tee R he intended chiefly to transfer upon himfelf. He greatly magnified 
t—,—_J. his own vigilance and activity; he afflured the king he had dif- 
covered the whole confpiracy ; and he put many of the nobles to 
death, upon flight fufpicions, or private refentment. He pretended to 
have fecured the throne to SEsosTRIs, by cutting off all poffibility 
of a future revolt, and condu€&ted the whole with fuch a zeal for 
his fervice, ata time when there was fome appearance of danger, 
that the king thought he could not fufficiently recompence him. 
He made open profeffions of his high efteem for him, and faid, 
“ the enemies of HARAN were rebels to his crown; and his fub- 
** jets could not better fhow their loyalty, than by reverencing the 
ce 


man to whom he was indebted for his kingdom.” Such decla- 


rations ftruck the court with terror, who knew the warmth of the 


king’s temper, and increafed the natural haughtinefs of Haran: 
he thought himfelf little lefs than divine, and the fubje&ts of SEsos- 
TRIS approached him with as much awe, as a guilty mortal does the 


altar of the Gop whom he fears to have offended. 


BesAcu could not but obferve to what an height HARAN had 
raifed himfelf, upon the reputation of a fervice in which himfelf had 
the greateft fhare; but he fhewed not the leaft difguft; he paid 
a reverence to his fuperior {tation without flattery, which he could 
not practife, though he had been a flave. However, as this car- 
riage was not fo full of obeifance as HARAN expected, he feldom 
came into his prefence. He wanted not to enlarge his fortune; and 
he thought himfelf fecure in the good will of the king. But it was 
not long before he had reafon to know, that having merit toward 
a prince is not a fufficient guard againft thofe who have free accefs 
to him. HARAN was eafily induced to believe that he had not 
BEsAcu’s affections, becaufe he knew he did not deferve them; and 
was confirmed in this opinion by the negle&t which he thought he 

faw 
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faw in his behaviour. He had therefore been fome time determined LETTER 
upon his ruin. How to effe@ this was fome difliculty: difloyalty « cies 
was an handle he wifhed for; but all fufpicions-of that kind would 
appear groundlefs, when charged upon BEsAcu. He laid out fe- 
veral contrivances in his mind to that purpofe, and opened himfelf 
one day on that fubje& to MENETH, whofe inclination for BEsacu’s 
daughter was now no fecret to him. MENETH immediately fuggefted 
a method to him, which gained his approbation at once; for though 
it was exceedingly cruel, it was well difguifed. ‘ Thofe people ({aid 
“ he) whom the king brought from the Eaft, have, fome of them, 
“* gained their liberty, and though they enjoy the privileges of Aigyp- 
“ tians, they repine at the fervitude of the reft: they are altogether 
“ difaffected, and wait for fome change to their advantage. They are 
* continually inftilling difficulties into the people concerning religion, 
“ in which they differ widely from the natives. They defire no- 
“ thing more than the extirpation of our ancient rites, and the ve- 
“ nerable worfhip of our-anceftors. If you would acquaint the 
“ king of the danger to be apprehended from fuch a party, he would 
“ give up the lives of fo many for the peace of his kingdoms; 
“ and your enemy would fall amongft the reft, without being fup- 
“* pofed to be particularly aimed at.”” The bloodinefs of this pro- 
je was no obftacle to Haran’s thirft of revenge; he applauds 
it highly, and goes immediately to the king.  O SEsosrris, 
“ ({ays he,) the gods have given you an empire without bounds ; 
“ may the days of your life be without number! Your throne is 
“ now fecured again{t its moft dangerous enemies ; the leaders in 
“© the late faction are entirely taken off; and I much wondered at 
“ the folly of their attempt, and could not eafily conceive what 
«© numbers they would raife to feize on your throne, or attempt any 
“‘ thing great, fince their depriving you of life (which was their 
VOL. Il. I “ firft 
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PET EER thfisferainy) would only have rouled your fubjedts to vengeance, 
L——— “ inftead of ftrengthening their party. But I have fince difcovered, 
“ that their chief confidence was in the difcontent of thofe flaves. 
“ whom you have brought from the Eaft. They are very nume+ 
“ rous; and though at prefent low, and by no means dangerous, yet 
‘““ may not be fo eafily dealt with, if an experienced leader were at 
“ their head. The fecurity of the crown is my fole intereft, and 
“ the fpring of my ambition. Iam alarmed at the diftant approaches. 
“ of danger, and would even have the poflibility of it anticipated.” 
The king’s anfwer was fhort and determinate, that he confided in 


him for the fuppreffion of thofe rebels. 


This was fufficient authority for Haran; he formed a decree 
under the royal name, with accufations highly aggravated againft that 
miferable people, who were to be put to death wherever they were 
found through the kingdom; and the magiftrates were itridly 


charged with the execution. He immediately communicated this to 
his confident; ‘ And now, MENETH, (fays he,) fuccefs depends 
* folely on ourfelves; and the firft ftep toward it is to fecure Bz- 
* sacu in fome fafe place, left he apply to the king, or by any means | 
“ efcape the general maflacre.’” MrENETH was glad to remove fuch 
an obftacle to his vicious inclinations, and undertook the perform- 
ance of that part. “I know (fays he) his conftant walk is north- 
‘¢ ward of the city: he fhall be feized this very evening by faithful 
“ hands, and conveyed down the river to that old caftle which 
** ftands where the Nile divides itfelf.’’ The propofal was well re- 
ceived, and he went immediately to command the execution of it, 
MENETH was in much anxiety for the event, till towards midnight, 
when one of the villains whom he had employed returned to inform 
him, that every thing was conducted with fecrecy, and that Bgsacu 
was 
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was under a guard in the caftle. He no fooner heard this, than he TEV TER 
went to BesAcn’s houfe, and almoft forcing an admiffion to his ——~——_ 
daughter; “ Hazia, (faid he with a dejected air,) it is neceflity, 

** and your extreme danger only, that could make me break in upon 


** your retirement at fo latean hour. You muft have heard that the 


“ court entertains fome jealoufy of your nation; and at the hazard 
** of my life I will venture to inform you, that it will not be ap- 
** peafed without fhedding of blood. Bzsacu, your father, is ap- 
*¢ prehenfive of it, and is fled, flattering himfelf that your weak fex 
“ would be your proteG@ion; but I myfelf faw the decree, which 
** enjoins a general flaughter without any exemption. The hazard 
** T run in this difcovery ought to merit your confidence, which, if 
“© you pleafe to repofe in me, it may be your prefervation. I can 
* lodge you near the king’s apartment till the execution be over, 
“ with the greateft privacy and fecurity to your life and honour; 
“ and will afterward procure your pardon, or the means of efcape.” 
Hazia trembled at this account; fhe knew not what part to fuf- 
pect; and her father’s not returning feemed to be a confirmation of 
it. She wept bitterly at the apprehenfion of fuch a flaughter of in- 
nocent people, to whom fhe was allied; befides the uncertainty of 
her own and her father’s fafety. She had no inclination to put her- 
felf into the hands of MENETH; but there was little room for deli- 
beration, when fhe had no other proteétion at hand: fhe accepted, 
therefore, the offer of being lodged near the royal apartment, which 
feemed to prefage nothing difhonourable. She was not difappointed 
to find that he made her frequent vifits there, and teized her with a 
paffion to which fhe was little difpofed to attend. However, the 
bore it with indifference at firft, becaufe fhe knew the palace was her 
fanciuary; and the guards, pofted at convenient diftance, might 
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eee R eafily be alarmed. But when MeneTu magnified her obligations 

hemmed tO him, and talked to her as one indebted to him for her life, fhe 
could not bear to be upbraided with a favour for which fhe could 
make no return. Her condition grew exceedingly irkfome; and, 
at the peril of her life, fhe refolved upon an expedient to alter it. 
There was a fpacious gallery adjoining, adorned with the ftatues and 
effigies of ancient kings and lawgivers, and furnifhed with ineftimable 
volumes of priefts and poets, the improvers of human fociety. Here 


SEsosTRis fpent feveral hours every day, ruminating upon the 


duties of a prince and the arts of government; and while he was 


thus engaged, Hazra had the boldnefs to break in upon his retire- 
ment, and throwing herfelf proftrate, in the utmoft confufion, and 


with fome extravagance of gefture, “ O king, (faid fhe,) famed for 


““ your greatnefs of foul more than conqueft, do not ftain your glory 
““ by deftroying the life of a helplefs virgin! I am the daughter of 
“* Besacu, who afk mercy of SEsostris. Do not fhed the blood 
of him whofe fidelity preferved you from the hand of a vile 
“ aflaflin.” The king was difturbed at her appearance, and: faid, 
Lady, your mind is difordered; your own melancholy creates 
your diftrefs. Brsacu and his family are ever entitled to my 
“ favour.” He immediately withdrew, and ordered that BEsAcH 
fhould give an account of this interruption. ARAN was greatly 
alarmed at the news of this incident, and going inftantly to the 
king, took the advantage of his opinion, that Hazra was diftracted, 
and told him, fhe was put under proper care till her father’s re- 
turn, who was faid to be abroad. The king was tolerably well pa- 
cified with this account. A report that SzsosTRis had made in- 
quiry after Brsacn, had now reached the ear of thofe who had 
him in cuftody; which fo terrified them, that they fled with 
great precipitation, and left him to his own difpofal ; which he no 
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fooner obferved, than he feized the opportunity, and returned to 
Memphis, where all occurrences during his fhort abfence foon came 
to his knowledge. He repaired immediately to the king, and af- 
fured him, that the interruption of his facred-retirement from his 
daughter, was the effet of her well-grounded fears; that fhe had 
reafon to apprehend the worft of ills from the undeferved malice of 
his enemies ; that himfelf had juft been releafed from prifon, where 
he had fuffered great hardfhips, and expeéted death, without 
knowing for what crime, or by whofe order. ‘Nor do I ex- 
** pe& to prolong life by this efcape, (added he;) your royal 
“ decree, which pronounces all your eaftern captives rebels, and 
“* deftines them to deftru€tion, includes me in that number; and 
“ I willingly fubmit to fuffer with my countrymen, or rather 
“ would fuffer for them, fince I have too much reafon to be- 
*« lieve myfelf particularly aimed at, and the fole caufe of their 


“ calamity.” 


SrsosTRis till now was ignorant of Besacu’s relation to that 
people. Upon this information, his face glowed like fire; his in- 
dignation fhewed itfelf in all his geftures; his eyes {hot forth beams 
like thofe malignant ftars that threaten the world with defolation. 
He perceived, that he had been abufed by his favourite; he faw 
plainly the malice of HARAN ; and his abhorrence of him was raifed 
in proportion to the abufe of his confidence. He ordered him to 
fpend the remainder of his life in that miferable ftate from which 
Besacu had efcaped. He foon found how indifferently his pre- 
ferver Bes acu had been recompenfed for his fervice; and to make 
him fatisfaction, affured him, that the higheft honours and wealth of 
Memphis were open to him. But Besacu’s moderation would not 


be prevailed upon to accept of any thing, but a {mall territory near 
Thebes 
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LETTER Thebes for his captive countrymen *; which their pofterity now 
L—~——J enjoy, and live feparate from the natives of Agypt in the worfhip 
of the true God. . The hiftorians add, that SesosTR1s was fo cap- 
tivated with the beauty and virtues of Hazia, that he raifed her 
to the throne of egypt; and that the blood of that eaftern lady 
flowed in the veins of the gyptian kings through many fuc- 


ceffions fF. 


H. 
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* See Letter xlvii. 


+ The intelligent reader cannot but obferve a great refemblance between this flory 
and that of Efther. 
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CLEANDER ¢o Hypaspes. Jom Delphi. 


CONTINUED at Thebes till a letter from the chief fcribe gave me LETTER 


full information of the caufe, as well as defeat, of my enemies de- 
figns. The teftimony of my royal mafter in my favour, and the 
fortunate effects of that generous protection which INTAPHERNES 


CXIV. 
(eer acted) 


and thyfelf afforded to an old dependant in the time of his diftrefs, | 


have reftored me to my former fpirits and tranquillity. 


I fet out immediately on my Delphick expedition, accompanied 
by PRocLEs an Athenian, and Arcu1As a Theban, an old man of 
remarkable piety and fimplicity of manners. The former is, like 
myfelf, induced to take this journey merely through motives of 
pleafure and curiofity. His agreeable turn of converfation, and 
equal vein of good humour, render him the beft travelling com- 
panion I ever met with. The latter goes to confult the oracle on 
domeftick concerns; and by his acquaintance in thofe parts of 
Greece, fecured to us a favourable reception at the houfes of our 
hofts on the road. After croffing the river Cephiflus, we entered 
Phocis; and, as we approached Delphi, paffed the celebrated valley 
where Latus was killed by his fon GEprpus. It lies on a defcent,, 
and is fo narrow as fcarcely to afford room for a fingle man or horfe. 
The fepulchre of the Theban king, and a domeftick who was mur- 
dered with him, are erected in a ruftick manner with piles of ftones 
on one fide of the road. The city of Delphi ftands on the fouthern 
declivity of Mount Parnaffus, which, by an old tradition, is faid to 
be fituated in the middle of the earth. It is furrounded with pre- 


cipices, 
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LETTER cipices, which form at a diftance a perfpeGtive rough and wild, but 
CXIV. : 
_——) romantick and agreeable; fo that the place, not content with the 


fandtity and reverential awe infpired by the fhrine of its god, has 
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all the advantages of natural ftrength to defend it from facrilegious 
violence. Our firft vifit was to THEAGENEsS, a prieft of the temple, 
to whom Proc es and myfelf were introduced by Arcu1As. His 


houfe will be our lodging whilft we ftay here; and, without any dif- 
refpect to the curiofities of the place, his converfation is my chief 
entertainment. He has the care of the facred records, which he has. 
brought from a ftate of confufion into excellent order. His learn- 


ing is extenfive, but folid; rendered ufeful by the readinefs with 
which he communicates it, and amiable by the fingular candour and 


modefty which accompany it. He {peaks of his religion in fuch a 


manner as to fupport the dignity of his profeffion, yet without of- 
fending thofe who claim a right to think and talk of it more freely. 
In the morning one of the Periegetai, whofe profeffion is to thew 
the antiquities of the place, made us an offer of his fervice, which 
they do to all ftrangers immediately after their arrival. We began 
with taking a general furvey of the city, which is divided into three 
parts; the upper town, the middle one, where the temple ftands, 
and the lower town. ‘The city in general is but indifferently built ; 
the ftreets are narrow and irregular, many of them winding round 
the craggy paths of the mountain. If being employed in facred 
offices contributes towards rendering a people virtuous, thofe of 
Delphi are eminently fo, fince the fervice of the temple finds bufinefs 
for the greateft part of the inhabitants; and no {mall profits arife to 
them from the vaft concourfe of ftrangers, who come from all parts 
to confult the oracle. Our guide afterwards led us to a theatre, and 
the portico called Lefche, where are three pictures of PoLyeNotus, 
dedicated to APOLLO by the Cnidians. The fubje@ of one is the 
taking of Troy; of another, the embarkation of the Greeks for 

their 
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their return ; of the third, the defcent of UnyssEs into hell, as de- 
{cribed in the Odyfley of Homer. ‘The fecond of thefe pictures 
alone contains above one hundred figures, whofe names are marked 
at the feet of each; which ufeful invention greatly affifts the fpec- 
tators to underftand the defign of the painter. We ftaid fo long to 
admire the variety of countenances, habits, and attitudes, expreffed 
with that truth of defign and force of colouring peculiar to the 
works of PoLyGNotTus, that the evening infenfibly wore upon us. 
We returned to THEAGENES to fupper, and deferred our vifit to the 
temple till next day. 


This magnificent edifice was built in the fifty-eighth Olympiad, 
(after the firft temple had been burnt,) at the common charge of all 
Greece, under the direCtion of SpPINTHARUS of Corinth, who en- 
gaged to finifh it for three hundred talents. Such was the veneration 
paid to the deity its protector, that foreign ftates, as well as private 
perfons, contributed towards carrying on the work; particularly 
Amasis king of Aigypt, and the Alcmeonidz, a noble Athenian 
family, who were banifhed their native country by Pisistratus, 
and came to fettle at Delphi. The front is of Parian marble; the 
reft of the edifice is built with a hard white {tone called Porus. The 
pediment of the principal front is ornamented with {culptures, repre- 
fenting Latona, Apollo, Diana, and the nine Mufes. In the pedi- 
ment of the weftern front, are Bacchus and the Menades. ‘Thefe 
{culptures were begun by PRaAxi4s an Athenian, and after his death 
finifhed by another Athenian named ANDROSTHENES. As we en- 
tered the porch, we took notice of the fentences of the feven Gre- 
cian wife men, “ Know thyfelf, &c.” left there by each of thofe 
philofophers, in their hand-writing, when they vifited the temple. 
In the fame place is a brazen ftatue of Homer; in the pedeftal is 
infcribed an oracle, bidding him beware of an enigma, which, ac- 
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LETTER cording to an old, but perhaps fabulous, tradition, was the occafion 
CXIV. ; 
w——— of his death, through vexation that he could not interpret it. ‘The 


columns within are hung round with the arms and enfigns taken at 


Salamis and Platea. It was, thou mayeft imagine, my noble friend, 
the moft difagreeable circumftance in taking a furvey of the temple, 
to fee fo many eternal monuments of the Grecian victories over us 


confecrated folemnly to the deity of the place, and defcending to 


pofterity, as indelible marks of their triumphs and our difgrace. I 


beheld with concern the ftatues of MinTIADEs, and the ancient 
heroes of Attica, CEcrops and PANDION, carved by Purp1As out 
of the booty taken at Marathon. When I went on- further, and 
our guide, in pompous language, pointed to the palm-tree of bronze, 
and the gilt Minerva, fent hither after Crmon’s fuccefles, it was 
with difficulty that repreffed my fighs, and checked my juft warmth. 
But I faw with fecret pleafure the trophies fet up by the flates of 
Greece for their conquefts over each other, which in fome degree 
obliterate the memory of thefe loffes, or at leaft render them more 
fupportable. ‘There is a chapel juft finifhed out of the riches gained 
by the Athenians in the prefent war. Beaks of fhips, brazen buck 
lers, and arms ftained with blood, are hung round the fides; and an 
infcription on a marble tablet commemorates the battle of Naupac- 
tus *, and the praifes of PHormro, the Athenian admiral, with ‘a 
recital of the names of the vanquithed cities, Corinth, Sparta, and 
Megara. 


The temple is in all parts embellithed with innumerable prefents 
of commonwealths, princes, and private perfons, which I fhould 
tire thee to defcribe particularly. Deluded men! as if even the 
protection of their own gods, fuppofing them real, could be ob« 
tained by the ambitious, the deceitful, or the covetous, for a filver 
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wafe, or an embroidered robe; or as if the pious, the humane, and pee R 


the juft, ftood in need of fuch corrupt recommendations. CROESUS, We—ew - 


eet es 


king of Lydia, was, during his reign, the moft generous adorer of 


the Delphick god; they fhewed a golden lion, feveral facrificing 
~utenfils finely embofled, and’ bracelets fet with jewels, amounting, 


as they told us, to the value of two hundred and fifty-four ta- 
lents, which he fent hither at different times. There can be no 
ftronger example than his of the fatal effects of mifguided piety. 
The priefts, not contented with amufing that unfortunate prince by 


smc ia Kae mabtebioasit ie = 


dark and myfterious anfwers, hurried him on, by one fatally ambi- 
guous, to the imprudent ftep of pafling the river Halys to attack 
our great Cyrus, which coft him his kingdom. It was with good 
reafons, that after his captivity he fent to reproach the god with 


having ungratefully deceived a monarch who was his greateft bene- 
factor. Thou wilt not wonder that the riches of the place have 
often expofed it to hoftile fury. Not to enlarge upon the attempts 
of Danaus and Pyrruus in old times, fuffice it to fay, that the 
temple was pillaged by the Criffeans in the forty-fourth Olympiad ; 
and that the unfuccefsful attack made by a detachment of XERXES’s 
army was attended with too remarkable circumftances to be foon 
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forgot. 


By the particular favour of THEAGENES, we were admitted to 
take a fhort view of the fanctuary. The chafm in the earth, from 
which APOLLo reveals his prophetick dictates, is always covered 
with a tripod, a kind of hollow table with three feet, on which the 
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Pythia is placed in a pofture the moft convenient to receive the in- 
fpiring vapour. A curtain made of a {fkin, which they call the 
hide of the monfter Python, conceals the holy virgin from prophane 
eyes. 
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As we went out of the temple, we obferved a venerable old man, 
who looked like one of the inferior priefts, employed with parti- 
cular gravity in admonifhing fome birds to retire, who had perched 
themfelves upon the columns and ftatues at the entrance. He told 
them, that he fhould be extremely concerned to-be inftrumental in 
the death of animals, whofe various flights foretold to mankind 
the unerring will of the immortal gods. The birds feemed to take 
no notice of this pathetick harangue, and continued their chirp- 
ing; upon which the old prieft, with great indignation, took 
up a bow and arrows that lay by him, and exerted his {kill in 
archery fo effeCtually, as foon to difperfe thefe prophane molefters of 
the temple. My friend PRocies and myfelf, who with no {mall 
dificulty had preferved our gravity at the ridiculous {tories of our 
conduétor, could not, upon this occafion, help afking him, with a 
{mile, the office of this prieft, who feemed to have fo large a fhare 
in the dexterity of the far-fhooting APOLLO, his patron. THEA- 
GENES, who accompanied us, prevented him by faying, that 
though by his founding title yeurofvAwe r# Oce, guardian of the gold 
of the god, he might feem to be of high confequence amongft them, 


his employment was really no other than to wath the pavement of- 


the temple with water from the fountain Caftalia ; to fill two marble 
urns, which ftand at the entrance, from that fpring; to. place 
branches and crowns of frefh laurel in proper places; and to per- 
form thofe ceremonies towards the birds, of which we had juft 
been fpectators, 


Thou, my noble friend, who adhereft to the law delivered by 
ZOROASTER, with a zeal and fincerity becoming its primitive pro- 
feflors, mayeft {mile at thefe extravagancies of the Greek fuperfti- 
tions; but thou wilt have no reafon to be furprized at them, when 

thou 
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thou confidereft, that from the earlieft ages the artful and defigning 
have concurred to keep the credulous multitude in the darknefs of 


religious ignorance. 
Pp, 


Pre wh eR CORN, 


Hypaspes fo CLEANDER. 


ps. wilt be furprized to hear, that ORSAMES, whom thou fup- 

pofeft ftill engaged in the myfterious learning and ftupen- 
dous works of Agypt; or whom perhaps thou flattereft thyfelf to 
be preparing for a vifit to thee, in order to crown his obfervations 
with the more humane ftudies and finifhed arts of Greece; that the 
contemplative, the inquifitive OrsamEs has put an end to his cu- 
rious voyage, and is returned to Sufa. Such was the will of the 
wife ARTZUS, whofe commands our young friend has always been 
accuftomed to obey, from a readinefs arifing not only from a prin- 
ciple of duty, but from a conftant experience of their being the 
kindeft, as well as the moft reafonable. Accordingly he flew back 
to court with fuch fpeed, as if he had known that the moft accom- 
plifhed princefs there, and the greateft fucceflion in the empire, 
waited his arrival. 


The friendfhip which has long fubfifted between the families 
of ART#us and SISAMNES, gave ORSAMES frequent opportu- 
nities of feeing the beauteous PARMys before he went upon his 
travels. He faw and admired her; but intent on the purfuit of 
{cience, he formed no other than the diftant hope of qualifying 
himfelf one day to deferve her. S1sAMNEs, in the mean time, de- 


fcended from a long line of Hyrcanian fatraps, which, by the lofs 
of 
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erie Na of two noble fons, he faw ready to end in himfelf, turned all his 
L—my~eed views upon his beloved Parmys; and was looking round, among 
the great families of Perfia, for a youth to adopt into his own, and 
make happy in his daughter. Nor could he long be in fufpenfe ; 
the heir of Artmus foon fixed his choice. Educated under a 
father whofe virtues have placed him at the head of the fupreme tri- 


bunal, and whofe eloquence prevails in the ‘council of the great 


king, as thou telleft us that of Pericies did in the Athenian af- 


fembly, Orsames fteadily kept his eye, not on the dazzling ho- 
nours which are to defcend to him, but on the glorious methods by 


which they were acquired; and while he attended only to the im- 
provement of his mind by the converfation of the wife, was not 


confcious that he was obferved and admired by the great. But as 
foon as ever this alliance was known, the publick had but one voice 
about it; and the univerfal approbation it meets with, is a teftimony 
to virtue and good fenfe worthy of a lefs degenerate age. ‘The 
mighty ARTAXERXEs has indeed led the way, by breaking through 
that frugality in beftowing honours, which, thou knoweft, he fo 


wifely obferves, and continuing the dignities of S1saAMNES to his 
fon-in-law. 


It was the day before the marriage, that, accompanied by the po- 
lite Mage TEAspEs, (whom the good tafte of Orsames had diftin- 
guifhed early among the fages in the Baétrian fchools,) I found him 
not at all elated at this near profpeé of greatnefs, but engaged, as 
ufual, in thofe f{tudies which form the patriot and the ftatefman. 
The archives of the empire lay open before him; he propofed fe- 
veral queftions with that ingenuous vehemence which fo well be- 
comes him; nor would he fuffer us to leavé him, without one of 
thofe friendly debates which I have often defcribed to thee among 
the chief pleafures of my Badtrian retirement. 


Let 
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Let us not imagine, my dear CLEANDER, that a young man, 
who comes into the world with fuch difpofitions, comes into it too 
early, It might be a fatal experiment in moft great families; but 
how few at his age have lived and thought like him? We fhould 
rather efteem it a peculiar felicity, that he is at once carried over 
that dangerous term of life, wherein fuch numbers of our noble 
youth lofe all the fruits of their education, and receive a taint which 
affects their whole future conduct. It is furely very unaccountable, 
that a courfe of luxury and riot fhould be held a neceflary prepa- 
ration to a life of virtue and honour; and the inftru@tions and com- 
pany of philofophers be confidered as an impediment to our know- 
ledge of the world. But Orsames will be a ftriking inftance of 
the abfurdity of thefe maxims. Nor need his learned friends ap- 
prehend that the man of letters will be loft in the man of the world. 
Inftead of abandoning the arts he loved, he will thew how much 
they adorn the higheft ftations ; nor will his increafing acquaintance 
among the great. drive from his heart the companions of his ftudies. 
He will not be the lefs their friend, becaufe he is in a fituation to be 
their patron. 


May the power which watches over the fate of the empire infpire 
our rifing generation with an emulation of thefe virtues! So {hall 
the honour of the Perfian difcipline be reftored; and we {hall be 
able to oppofe an equal band of heroes to thofe fhining genii 


-among the Greeks, who make thee tremble fometimes for the throne 


of Afia. 
W., 
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ATHENTAN DE TT ERS, 
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CRATIPPUS fo CLEANDER. Jom Sparta. 


Yyisey we were at Thebes together, my CLEANDER, our cofiver- 

fation turned very much on the ftates of Greece, and thou 
wert particularly inquifitive after the policy and manners of Lace- 
demon. I related to thee at that time fome obfervations I had made, 
and promifed to fend them, on my return to Sparta, more accurately 
drawn up in writing. It is indeed an unhappy circumftance, that 
thou art prevented from vifiting this feat of military virtue and una- 
dulterated good fenfe, as well by the laws of the republick, as by that 
jealous and inhofpitable temper which is the offspring of civil war. I 
parted from thee with uncommon reluctance, as I knew that the dif- 
covery of one of my letters * laft year in Athens, had reduced us 
from an open, cheerful, and improving converfation, to a dry, ti- 
morous, and referved correfpondence. I fhall write to thee indeed at 
prefent with more freedom, not only becaufe the city where thou 
now refideft enters not into the feuds and politicks of Greece, but 
becaufe the fubje&t, on which thou defireft to be enlightened, re- 
quires an explicit perfpicuity. Whilft thou informeft thyfelf of the 
moft curious circumftances attending the moft celebrated oracle in 
the world, let me entertain thee with the inftitutions and common- 
wealth of that lawgiver, whom the fame oracle pronounced a god. 
So great was either the reputation of Lycurcus to command this 
teftimony, or fo great his art in procuring it. 


The country of Laconia has often changed its name and its pof- 
feflors. It was called Lelegia, from king LeLex; Oebalia, from 


% See Letter xci. 
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OxrsAtus, the father of Castor and Pottux, (whofe amicable fete tian 


and united government produced the known fable concerning them,) G——-—~J 


and obtained the appellation it now has from king Lac—ED#MON. 
It was held firft by the Achzans, with PeLops at their head; next 
by the Sparti, who were governed by Capmus; then by the de- 
{cendants of the Argonauts; and laftly by the race of HERcuLEs, 
from whom the inhabitants of our days are derived. There is fome- 
thing, methinks, ridiculous enough in the tedious and grave hiftories 
recorded of thefe men. Doubtlefs the craggy territory of Laconia 
fared like other parts of Greece, when wild and uncultivated. During 
the early ages, the lands that lay near the fea-coafts were an harbour 
for pirates, who put themfelves under the guidance of a general or 
petty prince, and plundered the more fruitful, and confequently the 
more inhabited, parts of the earth, with the greater refolution, as 
they imagined no man would purfue them to the barren rocks that 
protected them. Such were the Achzi and Heraclidx, the firft 
lords of the foil, and boafted anceftors of fo polifhed a pofterity ; 
favage robbers in their original, improved by foreign colonies, and 
civilized by a ftrange concurrence of whimfical events. 


The city of Spaita (they fay) owes its rife to king LacED MON. 
It is of a round figure, without walls or a citadel. "The houfes are 
built with fingular fimplicity ; for the only tools allowed by law for’ 
building, are an axe and a hand-faw. The Eurotas runs along the 
eaft fide of the plain in which it is fituated, and often lays wafte the 
country by its inundations. It is furrounded by hills, on one fide 
rough and inacceflible ; on the other, varied by cafcades and torrents, 
which fall into the river, that winds impetuoufly through the valley. 
The very manner of the place is fuited’ to the hardy temper of the 


people. 
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LETTER No republick has been more various in its form than this. At 
shinee A firft it was a monarchy, and continued in that ftate till PRocLEs and. 
EurysTHENES, the fons of ARistopEMUS. They ruled it jointly, 
and from them two kings are entailed for ever on Lacedemon. All 
laws were made and cancelled at their will; all magiftrates were 
created at their pleafure, and accountable to them. Things went on 
fmoothly in the fame channel for many years, when EURYTION, 
through a weaknefs of underftanding, or a mean affectation of po- 
pularity, leflened his own power, and made room for the efforts of 
fedition. The kings were afterwards defirous to remedy the con- 
fufion arifing from the folly or vanity of their predeceffor, and at- 
tempted to refume their former authority. But the people contended 
for their imaginary rights with fuch violence, that in a riot they 
killed one of their princes, the father of Lycurcus. Nothing was 
able now to reftrain their fury; they infifted on a chimerical equa- 
lity of ranks, and overthrew the diftinGtions and neceflary fubordi- 
nations of fociety. Every man who had the leaft knowledge of the 
laws, invented fubtleties to evade them, pretended to interpret them, 
and would have impofed his private fenfe for the publick opinion. 
In this captious difpofition, the flighteft offence from the magiftrate 
confirmed the abfurdity, increafed the obftinacy, and raifed the in- 
folence of an exafperated multitude. Lycureus alone ventured 
to oppofe the torrent with equal fpirit and abilities; nor did the lofs 
of an eye affect him, which in a warm debate was ftruck out by the 
fa&tious ALCANDER. He began with concerting a fcheme among 
his friends for a thorough reformation; then formed a council of 
thirty among the principal citizens, and ftationed a guard of foldiers 
in the forum, to prevent an infurre@tion; rightly judging, that a 
violent difeafe required as violent a remedy. When this was done, 
and the commonwealth had given him a power of new-modelling 
the conftitution, he eftablithed a fenate with the kings at their head, 
and 
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and gave laws to the people, which, without being committed to BETTER 
writing, he has contrived to engrave on their hearts by the rigour of W-\~—_w 


education. They are recorded no where, except in the verfes of 
TERPANDER, who has reduced them into the meafures of poetry. 
Their number’is not large; for, as CHARILAUS very fmartly faid, 


* They who ufe few words can want but few laws.” Fortitude. 
and a contempt of pleafure are principally inculcated there. Every 


citizen is obliged ftritly to conform to them; for which reafon PAu- 
SANIAS thought Sparta anfwered the trueft notion of a free go- 
vernment, when he pronounced it to be “ the empire of laws, and 
* not of men.” As Lycurcus had travelled into all parts of the 
world, he had great opportunities of comparing the practice of dif- 
ferent legiflators. He examined the different inftitutions of Minos 


in Crete, went into Spain and Africa, and even converfed with the 
Gymnofophifts in India. From Agypt he took the hint of making 
the foldiers a diftin@t’ body from thofe who were occupied in the 
labours of the tillage; and after he had compounded the beft fyftem 
which the wifdom of others or his own could invent, he forbad the 
laws of all ftates, that differed from Lacedemon, to be commended, 
or even mentioned in Sparta. It is owing to the fame caution, that 
no citizen is fuffered to travel into foreign parts. On being afked 
by fomebody, why he gave an ariftocratical, not a popular turn to 
the conftitution, he bad him “ go andtry the experiment at home.” 
The queftion was a very odd one, in a city that had fuffered fo much 
from the fury of the people. Lycurcus died at Delphi by volun- 
tarily abftaining from food, becaufe he had folemnly obliged his 
countrymen with an oath to obey his laws till his return; a thing 
which he never intended. Satisfied that he had lived fufficiently for 
his country, he chofe to leave the world, when he was old, with an 


intrepidity agreeable to his ftern character; and thought it unbe- 
coming a great man to die timoroufly and weakly, or to outlive his 
L 2 memory 
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eee oe memory and parts in indolence. His citizens pay him divine hoe 
mee) ours in a temple they have built to him, not fo much out of regard 


to the fenfe of the oracle, as to the dictates of their own grateful 
ii | 3 
| hearts. 
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While he was in Ionia, he recovered HOMER’s poems from the 
defcendants of CREOPHILUS, and publifhed them in Greece. In 
Crete too he put himfelf under the care of THALES, a writer of 
Lyrick odes, and was inftruéted by him. It appears that he had 


fome tafte for polite literature, though he has carefully extinguifhed 


the love of it in his commonwealth ; for it is remarkable, that their 


dialeé&t is fo uncouth, and the people are taught by the law to be fo 


{paring of words, that no man in Lacedemon ever raifed his fame as 
a poet. ALcMAN is the only exception to this remark; and he, by 
a furprizing ftrength of genius, has made himfelf admired over all 
Greece. The beauty and juftnefs of his fentiments are the more 


i q ftriking, as the words which clothe them are inelegant. Befides the 

fuppreffion of fuperfluous difcourfes, and the entertainments of the 
theatre, there is nothing tends fo effe€tually to damp all attention to 
letters among the Spartans, as that inftitution of Lycurcus, by 
which the magiftrate is made the licencer of every fprightly and lite- 
rary, as well as political compofition; and the right of judging in 
matters of tafte is unnaturally transferred from the impartial voice 
of the publick, the beft and only arbiter in thofe cafes, to the 
thrones of the Ephori. Such are the fetters laid upon wit in Sparta; 
both by the roughnefs of their language, and the genius of their 


policy. 


They contemn the refinements of fcience and fubtle {peculations: 
they pretend, that no ftudies are encouraged here, but thofe which 
ftrengthen the underftanding, without perplexing it, and polifh the 

manners, 
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manners, without enervating them. It is their opinion, that we are LETTER 
born for ation, and not theory ; and for the fervice, rather than the H—~—— 
entertainment of mankind. Oratory is not only negleéted, but ab- 
horred in Sparta. They have no idea of what it is to be copious, 
and banifhed CepHisopuHon for faying, “ he could talk a whole 
“© day upon any queftion.” A rhetorician told one of their kings, 
that eloquence was the moft excellent gift to mankind ; he anfwered, 
** You do well to fay fo; becaufe when you are commanded filence, 
** you are ufelefs.” The fententious brevity, and exquifite poignancy 
of the Laconick way of talking, are grown into a proverb. They 
laugh at the artful turns and round periods of the Athenians, and 
teach their children from their infancy to comprehend much ina 
fhort phrafe ; to exprefs at once their whole meaning, fo as to vie, 
in the manner of conveying their thoughts, with the quicknefs of 
thought itfelf. Thus the Spartans are fond of dexterity, not only 
in the exercifes of war, but in thofe of the underftanding. They 
have the moft exalted notions of liberty, and define it to be a con- 
tempt of death, with the love of virtue. Juft before the invafion 
of Greece, Buris and SPERTHES went to XERXES to be punifhed 
in the name of their city, agreeably to the commands of the oracle, 
as a fatisfaCtion for the murder of thofe meflengers DARIvs had fent 
to them. The king was pleafed with their bravery, and generoufly 
forgave them: he then afked them to continue with him, and com-. 
manded INDARNES to make them large offers, and prefs them very 
warmly. But they fteadily refufed, and told INDARNEs, “ He 
“ knew what it was to be a fervant, but was ignorant of the blefl- 
“ ings of liberty; for if he had tafted it, he would have advifed 
* them to maintain it, not only with the weapons of a foldier, but, 


“ for want of them, with a fpade or mattock, or any inftrument of: 


taal 
n 


defence they could meet with.” No freedom of difcourfe is al- 
lowed any where but in the fenate or the aflembly. It is efteemed 
an. 
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ap yt thes R am impertinent curiofity to difcufs fuch points, except in thofe places 

L—————J._ which the magiftrate ordains, or on thofe occafions which the con- - 
ftitution marks out. A man would be branded with infamy for 
a minute examination into the affairs of his acquaintance; or even 
attending a court of juftice, if his own bufinefs did not call him 


there. 


Thou, my excellent friend, who art practifed in the ways of men, 
muft have ceafed long fince to be moved by the tranfports of admi- 


ration: but art thou not pleafed with difcovering that there is one 
community in the world, where every individual confines his atten- 


tion to that which properly concerns himfelf? Free from a love of 


{candal, and all idle inquiries into the manners of their neighbours, 


(a paffion which leads to publick calumny, not private reproof, and 
increafes the impudence of bad men, without checking the progrefs 
of vice,) no Spartan finds his time hang heavy on hishands. En- 
gaged for ever in laudable purfuits, their youth is a flate of tempe- 


rance and exercife ;. their manhood of military fervice; their old age 
is {pent in an healthy and full enjoyment of their faculties, in the 
adminiftration of the laws, in applying their experience to the edu- 
cation of others, and in the agreeable reflection, that, during the 
courfe of a life varioufly occupied, they have {carcely paffed an hour 
unprofitably to themfelves or their country. 
€. 
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CLEANDER ¢o Gosryas, Chief Scribe. From Delphi. 


M* excurfions from Athens are, I hope, by no means ufelefs to 

the king’s fervice. I enlarge my knowledge of the difpofi- 
tions and government of the Grecian ftates. Itranfmit my obferva- 
tions upon the manners and curiofities both of art and nature, which 
occur in the places I pafs through, to the minifters of the fublime 
court; and I endeavour, at the fame time, not to negle& the affairs 
of that city which is the particular fcene of my employment. 


A meeting of the Amphiétyons, or ftates general of Greece, now 
held at Delphi, affords me a fair occafion to lay before thee fome 
account of their origin, form, and bufinefs. They are a part of the 
Grecian conftitution, to which the Perfians have but little attended, 
and with which it may be highly advantageous, not to fay necef- 
fary, for them to be better acquainted, in their future negociations 
here. This celebrated aflembly received its name, as well as infti- 
tution, from AMPHICTYON, an Athenian king; who, obferving 
that the feparate interefts and diffenfions which prevailed amongft 
the Grecian republicks, expofed them to the invafions of their more 
powerful neighbours, wifely exhorted them to unite, by deputies, in 
one common body, which might, in times of danger, concert the 
beft meafures for their mutual fafety, and prevent, by its falutary 
influence, the ill efleéts of private animofities and disjointed counfels, 
As he was a pious as well as political prince, he put the temple of 
Delphi, and the facred territory, under the care and protection of 
the Amphi€tyonick tribunal; wifely thinking, that the publick de- 

fence, 
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LETTER fence and publick religion fhould be matters of a general concern to 
peeteny the Grecians, however divided on fubjects of lefs importance. AcrI- 
ray sius, who reigned feveral years after at Argos, 1s reported to have 
We encreafed the privileges, and regulated the laws, of the Amphiétyons ; 
We | and is for that reafon efteemed by fome a fecond founder. The 
i {tates which enjoy the right of fending deputies to this council, are 


at prefent twelve; the Ionians, Theffalians, Boeotians, Dorians, Per- 
rhoebeans, Magnefians, Locrians, QEétians, Phthiotians, Maleans, 
Phocians, and Dolopians; but it is probable, that as fome may have 


forfeited that diftinétion, and others been admitted in later times, 
who were not originally included, the number has not been always 
the fame. The aflembly meets in the {pring and autumn of every 


year, either at Delphi or Thermopyle ; and every city amongft the 
people who compofe it, choofes two members, the one called the 
Hieromnemon, and the other the Pylagoras, to reprefent it. The 
former is elected by lot, and has the honour to be prefident of the 
council in his turn, to gather the voices, pronounce the decree,’ and 


adminifter at the facrifices, which are made either in the name of all 
the Greeks, or the particular city by which he is deputed. The 
latter is chofen by vote, and is properly the orator of the deputation; 
he delivers the opinion of his ftate, defends it againft any accufa- 
tion, and takes care of its intereft upon all occafions. As foon as 
thefe deputies arrive at the place where the Amphiétyons are con- 
vened, they offer up a facrifice to the tutelar deity; at Delphi to 
APOLLO, at Thermopyle to CEREs.. Then they repair to the af- 
fembly ; but before they are admitted to take their feats, the follow- 


ing oath is tendered to them, which, being a remarkable one, I 
fhall here infert : 


“* I fwear never to contribute towards deftroying any of the cities 
“ honoured with the right of choofing Amphiétyons; or ftop the courfe 
ce of 
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‘‘ of their running waters, either in time of war or peace. If any L pe? 
perfon fteal the offerings out of the temple of AroLo, or affift Ws 


another in fo doing, I will oppofe them with my hands, feet, voice, 


& 


n 


€¢ 


and my whole ftrength. Whoever infringes this oath, whether it 


*“* be a ftate or a private perfon, let them be accurfed of APOLLO, 
“ Diana, Latona, and Minerva the provident ! may their foil 
** prove barren, their women bring forth nothing but monfters, and 
* their animals not produce in kind! May they never perform a 
* pure facrifice to APotto, D1ana, and Minerva the provident ; 


«¢ and may their offerings be an abomination to thofe deities 1 May 


“ they be alike unfuccefsful in war and law-fuits, and may their 
** pofterity be extirpated from the face of the earth!” 


A perfect equality is kept up amongft the members of this great 
council ; the reprefentatives of the moft powerful republick in Greece 
have no advantage or pre-eminence over thofe of the leaft. Each 
ftate, from the flourifhing commonwealth of Athens to the petty 
town of Eretria, poffeffes the right of two votes in the perfons of 


its deputies; and, by having an equal fhare in the deliberations of 
the Amphidtyons, looks upon itfelf as equally concerned in the-wel- 


fare of Greece. As their meetings are attended with a vaft con- 
courfe of people from all parts of the country, it has been ufual, on 


particular occafions, for the Hieromnemones to fummon all the 
Grecians, who then happen to be refident in the place where the 
aflembly is held, to affift at its deliberations ; with this diftinction, 
that the latter are not allowed to vote, but merely called upon to 
countenance, by their prefence, the decrees of the Amphiatyons, 
and to give them a fuller fanction. The power of this diet is very 


large, and extends to the proclaiming of war, and the deciding of 


publick differences, of which I fhall mention two remarkable inftances. 
About the time of SoLton, the Cirrhzans and Acragallidz, befides 
VOL. II. M other 
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very bs other infolences, plundered the temple of Delphi, and difregarded 
W————_ the orders of the Amphi€tyons; upon which that body, after taking 
the advice of the oracle, declared war againft them in the name of 
all Greece, defeated their forces, reduced the whole nation, as pol- 


luted with facrilege and impiety, to a ftate of fervitude, and devoted 


their country to the fervice of the god. In the accommodating way, 
their endeavours have not been lefs fuccefsful than in the military ; 
for when the Spartans and Argives had harafled each other by a con- 
tinued war for many years, they referred their difference to the ar- 
bitration of the Amphictyons, who, without taking upon them to 


determine the juftice of the caufe on either fide, ordered them to 
bring it to a fhort iffue by a combat of four hundred men, chofen 
out of both armies. Of late years they have intermeddled lefs than 
ufual in the great affairs of Greece, and held their meetings chiefly 
for form fake; their chief bufinefs at prefent being to fettle a tax 
upon the Grecian ftates for fome additions and repairs to the temple 
of Delphi. The end of their inftitution was certainly to keep up a 
good underftanding in a nation compofed of fo many different go- 
vernments and jarring interefts ; and were the leading republicks dif- 
poled to accommodate their difputes, overtures towards a negotia- 
tion could not be fet on foot any where, with greater weight i 
propriety, than in this affembly. 


I rejoice to hear of the vigorous refolutions of our potent monarch. 
Another year can hardly pafs over, before fome crifis may offer it- 
felf, which may induce him to employ the forces fo wifely ordered 
to be got in readinefs. I have now difcharged the duty I owe the 
king, as his minifter in Greece ; but it is a duty no lefs incumbent on 
me, to acknowledge the protection I received from thee, noble f{cribe, 
againft the afperfions which the malice of enemies would have thrown 
on my reputation and condué. Hard is it for a man who is 


ftrugeling 
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i ¢ 
re 
ftruggling abroad, amidft difficulties and hazards, in the fervice of his 1 avin 
prince, to be expofed at home to the flander of the malicious, the Rinempnl 


reports of the credulous, and the judgment of the ignorant. But 


thou, generous GoBRYAS, proceedeft not on the common maxims 
of courts; thou art no lefs fteady in protecting merit, than fagacious 
in difcovering it; and as thy recommendations to preferment are 
never intended to ferve a bafe unworthy end, thou fcorneft to give 


up a minifter who ferves faithfully, through motives of fear or in- 
tereft. May the chronicles of Perfia, which tranfmit down thy 
fame to pofterity, as a wife, an honeft, and an able minifter, when 
they record CLEANDER, the Ephefian, among thofe who had the 


honour to execute thy commands, mention him as one who was a 
follower, not of thy fortunes, but of thy virtues! Farewel. 


r. 
Extrad of LETTERS from Athens. 
cy°® lofs in /Etolia is confiderable, not for the number of citizens, 


which did not exceed one hundred and twenty, but for the quality 
and valour of the flain. They were, moft of them, of the beft fa- 


milies in Athens, and diftinguifhed by their experience and gallantry. 
DEMOSTHENES, our general, has been blamed, with reafon, for 
quitting the fiege of Leucas, which he was in a condition of taking, 


to comply with the perfuafions of the Meffenians, who flattered him 


with the hopes of making an eafy conqueft of Aitolia. Since his de- 
feat he has refided at Naupactus, and lately obtained a reinforcement 
of a thoufand men from the Acarnanians, to fecure that important 


place (whofe fortifications are of a large extent) againft the attempts 
of EuryLocuus, the Spartan. We have lately received difpatches 
| M 2 from 
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mine vit from him, which bring us an account, that EuryLocuus, with 
Lemme’ three thoufand Lacedemonians, having marched through Locris, and 
joined the /Etolians, laid wafte the country about Naupaétus, and 
fet fire to part of the fuburbs; but they no fooner heard that fuccours 


were arrived, than they retired into /Etolis, without receiving any 


advantage from this expedition, except recovering Molycrium for 
the Corinthians. But it is imagined they have a defign on foot to 
attack Argos and Acarnania. Our advices from Sicily inform us, 
that CARNEADES, our admiral, has been killed in a fea-fight againft 
the Syracufians, and that PAcHEs, who fucceeds him in the com- 


mand, has taken Meflina. We have not received fo much damage 
from the fettlement of the Lacedemonians at Heraclea as was ex- 


pected ; for the colony, inftead of being {trong enough to make de- 


{cents into Eubcea, is much haraffed by the continual incurfions of 
the Theflalians, its neighbours. The worft of our misfortunes is, 
that the plague ftill continues. 


The ifland of Delos has been purified by order of the people, and’ 
the quinquennial feftival *, formerly celebrated there, revived with 
great pomp and folemnity. Nicras was appointed to conduct the 
chorus of fingers and dancers, and prefide at the performance of this 
pious work, and has acquitted himfelf in the charge to every body’s 
fatisfaction ; having fet up a brazen palm-tree in honour of the 


“ A critick might venture from the mention of this council, not the leaft trace of 
which is to be found in any ancient author, to call in queftion the genuinenefs of our 
Jetters. But obferve, reader, how luckily all circumftances confpire to eftablifh their’ 
credit. The earl of Sandwich has, amongft other valuable fruits of his travels, en- 
riched the literary world with an original {tate of the accounts of the temple, made: 
by thefe very Amphi€tyons, in the 1ooth Olympiad. The marble was found at 
Athens; and Dr. Taylor has illuftrated and fupplied it with a great deal of learning 
and. critical fagacity. See his Differtation on the Marmor Sandvicen/e. 
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god, and confecrated a large piece of land to the fervice of the LETTER 


temple. } 


An Amphityonick council is likewife eftablifhed, compofed of 
deputies from this city, and the iflands of the #gean, who are to 
have the direction of all matters relating to the temple, to regulate 
the expences of the games and facrifices, and fettle the quota of 
money which each ftate is to contribute towards them. 


CXVII. 
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CRATIPPUS to CLEANDER. — From Sparta. 


LETTER I HAVE detained thee hitherto, CLEANDER, with fome {eattered te- 
. ae marks on the manners of the people I converfe with, and dwelt 
only on the outfide of things. Let us now penetrate into the recefles 
of their policy, and the peculiar ftrokes of wifdom which diftinguifh 


it, I-enter on the tafk of anatomizing their con{titution with plea- 


{ure ; as it is in further obedience to thy commands, and compliance 


with my own inclinations. And though, like other anatomies, it 
affords more trouble than entertainment in the execution ; yet in the 
clofe it produces very ufeful matter of refletion; which might be 
drawn out by thy activity and addrefs into confequences of the laft 
importance to thy country. 


One aim and intention of Lycurcvus was, to preferve the com- 
monwealth, he founded, from civil feuds. To this end he removed 
every internal caufe of commotion, by dividing Lacedemon into thirty 
thoufand equal lots; and of thefe, nine thoufand are in the hands 
of the Spartans. The culture of them brings forth a very ample 
provifion for the neceflaries of life; and their care, thou knowett, 
extends not to its ornaments. ‘The number of citizens correfponds 
exactly to that of the portions of land, which are never to be increafed 
or diminifhed. Thus, not a man in the ftate being more powerful than 
another, the legiflator has left no fuel for future animofities. By 
means of fo excellent a meafure, and the exclufion of foreign com- 
merce in the abolition of filver and gold, he has fixed the republick 
on the moft folid and unalterable foundation. This laft law, which 


forbids 
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forbids the current ufe of any, except iron or leather money, is con- Pee R 


ceived with the utmoft art, and in the {pirit of a great politicians Wo—-——d 


For, befides that it hinders the introduction of thofe vices that are 
the ordinary companions of an extenfive trade, had he neglected to 
eftablifh it, he would foon have found, notwithftanding his caution 
in the Agrarian, that {till one door was open to fedition. Without 
this inftitution, that law muft have operated ineffeCtually ; fince the 
balance of money being diftin@ from that of land, would, by the 
increafe of riches, in procefs of time, have exceeded it; fo that an 
unequal diftribution of property remaining, the feeds of contention 
would have remained with it; and whoever had raifed a large per- 
fonal fortune in traffick, might have been able to difturb the com-. 
monwealth by faction. 


The legiflator, after having prevented all occafion of tumult from 
within, imagined they would be able to repel any from without by 
their union. The Helots, however, have made {feveral ftruggles for 
their liberty: they are a nation of flaves, (to which a number. of 
conquered Meffenians has been added fome years fince,) and receive 
the moft cruel ufage from their mafters. They are of great fervice 
in war as well as in the tillage, which is intrufted wholly to their in- 
duftry. Every Spartart is attended by feven of them in the field, 
and they have fought fometimes fo valiantly, as to have been pre- 
fented with a crown of olive and their freedom by the ftate. Their 
multitudes are fo confiderable, as that now and then in harveft time, 
the youth are ordered to go out and maffacre the reapers, when they 
are returning from their work in the evening. So infamous and 
favage a cuftom took its rife from the apprehenfion of an infur- 


rection, and is thought a neceflary a&t of policy and felf-defence. 
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LETTER As to the magiftrates of this flate, they are few; becaufe it is 
WJ. neither vicious nor populous. Thirty members compofe the fenate, 
which is equal to the kings in power. They are chofen by the votes 
of the people, not by lot; and continue in office during life, if they 
fhew a regard to virtue and the publick good; for good morals are 
efteemed fo effential a qualification to a ftatefman, that if a bad 


citizen gives an opinion which is generally approved of, it is entered 


on their journals, as the advice of fome better man, and not in the 


name of the mover. No one is admitted into this venerable council 


under the age of fixty, nor unlefs he be diftinguifhed for his merit, 


and has offered himfelf a candidate. “They are judges in capital 


caufes, and take much time to confider of them; becaufe an error 


once made in a matter of life and death is not to be amended. 


They debate on every point of publick bufinefs, and propofe their 
refolutions to be confirmed by the aflembly. They are accountable 
to none, and all the offices of the ftate are entrufted to them. 


The kings are taken out of the two branches of HERcuLES’s fa- 
mily. They muft be educated in the Spartan manner; and no {mall 
weight is laid on their bodily perfections, fuch as tallnefs and - 
ftrength: for it is not long fince, that the wife ARCHIDAMUS was 


fined in a round fum for marrying a fhort wife. They told him, 
* his pofterity would degenerate from their great anceftor.” In the 
beginning of every month they take a folemn oath to maintain the 
laws. They adminifter the holy rites, and have a tithe of all fwine, 
that none may be wanting for the facrifices. ‘They are fole judges 
in cafes of adoption and the highways. A double portion is afligned 
them at the publick meals, where they are required to attend con- 
ftantly, and dine at a feparate table: one of them was punifhed 
{ome years ago for eating at home with his queen. A palace is ap- 


propriated 
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propriated to their ufe, and all outward marks of refpect fhewn Lb ee 
them. ‘Their powers, however, are very limited in times of peace; H—~——~J 


for each is fubject to be tried by his brother king, the fenate, and 


the ephori, although they are indulged in appealing to the affembly, 
and fuch points are determined only after mature deliberation. In 


war nothing can be more extenfive than their authority. Either of 


them may be fent out at the head of the army, and performs all the 
offices of a general without controul ; and though he has counfellors 
appointed him, it is in his own breaft to follow their advice, or de- 
part from it. The family and relations of the kings are treated with 
no more regard than other citizens; but the hereditary right is fo 


fecure, that notwithftanding the father fuffers exile for mal-admini- 
ftration, the punifhment reaches not to the fon, nor is he excluded 
from the fucceffion. 


The people are divided into fix tribes, and diftinguifhed by their 
dreffes, fandals, and way of wearing their hair, from all other Gre- 
cians. The great popular affembly of Laconia is compofed of thirty 


thoufand citizens, difperfed into every city and diftri€t of the coun- 
try: the lefler, of the Spartans, which meets on every occafion, 


while the other is never called together, except on the important 
fubje&t of peace or war. The place where they receive the propo- 


fitions of the fenate, on which they are not fuffered to debate, lies 
between the bridge Babyca and the river Cnacion, near the Perfian 
trophy. They do bufinefs in the open air, and blame the Athenians 
for affembling in fine buildings, adorned with elegant paintings and 


ftatues ; becaufe they imagine that the welfare of the ftate may often 
fuffer from fuch ill-placed magnificence ; as it tends to captivate the 


fenfes, and diftract the underftanding, which ought to be better em~ 


ployed. Their decifions in former times differed fo much from the 
fenate, that PoLyDORE and THEOPOMPUs enacted an unconftitu- 
VOL, II. N tional 
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LETTER tional Jaw, which has been fince cancelled, ‘ that whenever the 
CXVHI. ; 

i) “ people gave a wrong vote, the kings and fenate fhould have a 
“ power of over-ruling it.” The ftrength of the people encreafed 
to fuch a degree afterwards, that the fame THEOPOMPUs was forced 
to allow them the creation of the four Ephori, who are guardians of 
their intereft; and, though defigned only at firft to fhield the people 
from the fenate and the kings, have fince ufurped an abfolute jurif- 
diction over all. This king was blamed by his queen for confenting 
to weaken the royal authority.‘ But (faid he) it will be now more 
* folid, and confequently more lafting.”’ The Ephori continue but 
one year in place, and no man can be elected into that office a fe- 
cond time. They fuperintend the treafury, judge in civil caufes, 
execute the royal office in the abfence of the kings, prefide at the 
games and on all feftivals, as well as in the affemblies of the people. 
They have a fhare too in the management of the fenate, and are 


alone exempted from paying an external reverence to the reigning 


princes. The authority of recalling generals from the army, or any 
of the publick officers, is vefted in their hands, and in their dif- 
patches to them they ufe the fcytalé *, which is an artful manner of 
conveying a letter into foreign countries, without a poffibility of its 
contents being difcovered, except by the proper perfon. In a word, 


they are fo powerful, as to difpenfe rewards or punifhments at their 
pleafure; and the ftate is not fecure from the exercife of their 


* The nature and ufe of the fcytalé was this: when they gave a general his com- 
miffion, they took two round pieces of wood, in the form of truncheons, alike in 
thicknefs and length. One they kept themfelves, the other was delivered to him. 
So, when they had any thing to communicate to him, they cut a long narrow fcroll 
of parchment, and winding it about their ftaff, one fold clofe under another, they 
wrote their bufinefs down the fides of it. Then they took off the parchment and fent 
it to the officer, who, applying it to his own, which exaétly refembled theirs, the folds 
fell in with one another, as at the writing, and the characters were read with eafe. 
Vide Plut. in Vit, Lyf, & Aul. Gell. lib. xvii. c. 9. 
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tyranny, unlefs they are divided by jealoufies. Thefe are the chief poke 
Amagiftrates on whom the. motions of the republick depend. And ——~—~ 
now, CLEANDER, paufe a moment to admire the wifdom of Ly- 
curGuUs; for the equality of eftates confines the power of the go- 
vernors; and the flow rotation of honours reftrains the ambition of 
the afpiring. Thefe are the never-failing fources of the Spartan 


tranquillity. 


There are other inferior officers, who infpect the exercifes of the 
youth, the manners of the women, the behaviour of the citizens 
in publick places, and fettle the prices of goods, and the weights 
and meafures of the market. 


There are others alfo, who are appointed to take care of flrangers 
and embafladors, to difmifs them at a convenient time, and to pre- 
vent the Spartans from converfing with them. The Pythii are fent 
to confult the oracle on all emergencies, and are permitted to dine 
with the kings. One of them conftantly attends the fenate. The 
Hippagretz are three in number, and elected by the Ephori. It is 
their bufinefs to fit at the head of the publick tables every day, and 
fend a proper fhare of the meal to thofe who abfent themfelves at a 
facrifice or chace, the only lawful reafons of abfenting. They choofe 
out three hundred of the braveft citizens, and form them into a 
body, which is fupplied by new ones, as any of them fall in war, 
or are excluded from the company, becaufe of their age. Thefe are 
they who fought with LzonipAs at Thermopylz; and the cuftom 

of giving them precedence over the reft of the army was wifely in- 
‘ftituted by Lycureus, as an admiffion into it raifes great emulation 
among the foldiers. In a day of battle they are placed before the 
king in the centre. Paparcuus ftood as a candidate, a few months 
fince, to fupply a vacancy in this troop; and upon finding he was 
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LETTER not chofen, he went out from the prefence of the Ephori with much 
CXVIII. . 
‘Ly ——J feeming gaiety, and in a fit of laughter. They called him back, 
and enquired the reafon of it. He anfwered, “ he could not help 
“ congratulating the ftate in filence, on being poffefled of three hun- 
“ dred braver and better citizens than himfelf.” At the laft Olym- 
pick games, another Spartan being afked, whether his victory there 
would be of any fervice to him, he replied, “ Yes, for it would re- 


* commend him to a ftation before the king in battle.” The ftatues 


SN SMELT ET IE 


of the gods are all in armour, to intimate that the people place their 


confidence in military force. Their facrifices are made with un- 


common frugality ; becaufe they imagine the Deity is more moved 
by the fincerity than the incenfe of the worfhipper. The only 


prayer they offer up at the altar is, that “ they may receive good 


“things for their good adtions.” They bury the dead in the city, 
and the tombs are placed in the precinéts of the temples. All 
“mourning ceafes in eleven days. No one is allowed an infcrip- 
tion on his monument, except he dies in the field, in order to ap- 


propriate a kind of religious regard to the fepulchres of the valiant. 
The neareft relations of the flain judge, from thofe parts of his body 
where he has received his wounds, whether he deferves an honour-. 
able interment. 


Their treaties of peace are engraven on ftone pillars, and annually 
renewed by a folemn deputation fent to the contracting ftate.’ The 
legiflator has commanded them to treat the vanquifhed with lenity, 
and to forbear plundering the dead bodies. They fet fo much an 
higher value on a victory gained by ftratagem than by force, that in the 
former cafe they facrifice an ox to Mars, and in the latter, no more 
than a dunghill cock. They pay little attention to fleets, which is 
the neceflary confequence of a want of trade. For the fame reafon 
it is with difficulty they raife money for carrying on a war, though 

they 
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they have fcarce any need of it, fince every Spartan ferves in the 
field at his own expence; and as to the troops of the allies, they 
are paid by their own mafters. Whenever they have wealth in pot 
feflion, it is preferved in their temples, or depofited with their neigh- 
bours the Arcadians. 


No fettled number of troops is maintained by this ftate, and one 
of their kings being interrogated about it, faid, “ It was no matter, 
“ they were fufficient to defeat an infolent enemy.” There is fome- 
thing very becoming, as well as very religious, in the ceremonies they 
ufe in time of war. The king, when he is going out, facrifices 
in his own family to JUPITER a#ynrwp, and the fire remains unex- 
tinguifhed on the altar till his return, when he makes an offering 
of the fpoils to the god. Before every action he facrifices to the 
mufes ; then each man puts a garland on his head, combs his hair, 
and the trumpet founds to the onfet. In truth, no ftate of Greece 
equals this people in the art of war, for they are perpetually em- 
ployed in thofe exercifes which are the reprefentation of it. 


Thus the Lacedemonians are a nation of foldiers, trained up toa 
military life, in order to defend their own liberties, without invad- 
ing the quiet of their neighbours, and to repel the unreafonable at- 
tacks of their enemies, without aiming to be lordly conquerors. So 
juft and excellent were the purpofes of Lycurcus; but it is the 
misfortune of this great republick to have avoided an effeminacy, 
which would have been injurious to itfelf only, and to have indulged 
aluft of power, which lays wafte mankind ; fo that it carries its prin- 
ciple of mortality in the very circumftance which has raifed its glory, 
and conttitutes its ftrength. The reftlefs fpirit of HERCULES is 
defcended to the Spartans, and they can by no means content them- 


felves with mock fkirmifhes, and the idle mimickry of war. Proud 
of 
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LETTER of their fuperiority in the field over the whole world, and of that 


CXVIII. : ; ‘ 
eyed vigour which arifes from health and temperance, they are defirous to 


prove both by their effets, however fatal. 


Founded on a fcheme of entire feparation from the manners of 
other countries, in making foreign acquifitions, and giving way to 
their national ambition, they break through the national conftitution : 
in fetting Greece at variance with itfelf, they are working their own 
as well as the general deftruction. And, by the facred life of Ar- 
TAXERXES, (if I forefee aright,) the day cannot be far diftant, when 
every people of the Weft, reduced to mifery and weaknefs by the 
wounds of civil war, fhall bend before ‘his arm, fhall adore the rifing 
power of our eaftern fun, and own the healing influence of his 
beams. 


C. 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\ 


PSII Tn eremeenrtieaeerecenee merge cma 


20D "C0, S °909,S* 


See, Ses,.S "0 


4° \’ lg 


a 


Fn 2=g a "Vpn em “Opn Gna Gea “Ga. “am — = 
(i) 00D Fog, GD “905, GD "905, Do ) 996, SD °P 80, GD) 0g GD) 99,909, LD) OGD) DY, DY Oe 5, => ~ = = 
~~ > — So. Bo. ee ) 'S CNY a —> "es — 
o—_> DD 8 09 SD OO, = “D9 


fh iN 


Ste 


‘ 


fe UTE? E: NERAIN A A ERS: 


Ey BROCE wie Re oo GX, 


CRATIPPUS ¢o CLEANDER. 


B this time, CLEANDER, I am perfuaded thou confidereft the LETTER 


republick of Lacedemon as an heap of peculiarities ; and did , oe ; 


not the behaviour of the ftate itfelf, as well as the teftimony of all 
Greece, unite in confirming my account, thou mighteft be tempted 
to fufpeét the credit of it, and perhaps to think the whole a creature 
of my own imagination. To be ferious, the Spartan government is 
fo remote from the practice of the world, and fo f{trongly declaimed 
againft by the voice of nature, that were it not for cuftom, that 
fecond nature, no people upon earth would willingly conform to it. 
The penetrating Lycurcus forefaw this; and, from his intimate 
acquaintance with men and things, wifely judged it impoffible to 
fix the form of government which he gave his countrymen, unlefs he 
moulded their paffions to his laws, and interwove an habit of cheer- 
ful obedience into their very tempers and conftitution. To this end 
he was attentive to their education, beyond what has been recorded 
of the ancient Perfians, and has difabled every man from enjoying the 
privileges of a Spartan, who has not gone through the feveral parts 
of the inftitution. No one is a citizen by birth, except his father 
and mother are of the city ; and as foon as an infant is born intoa 
family, the elders of the tribe examine it. They determine whether 
it be of a tender or a vigorous make, and accordingly either expofe 
or educate it, without reflecting, that a weak conftitution often fettles 
into a ftate of health; and that nature fometimes makes amends for 
a feeble and deformed body, by the ftrength and beauty oi the un- 
derftanding. If the child be approved, he is afligned a lot among 
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LETTER the citizens, and pronounced capable of bearing publick offices. They 
CXIX. 

LJ inure them to hardfhips from the firft, and the children of the ma- 
giftrates and of private men are clothed and nourifhed in the fame. 
manner. At feven years old they are put into the clafs of boys, and 
at the age of eighteen they are numbered among the Ephebi. In 
the mean time they are taught to go barefoot, live entirely upon 
flefh, that they may have large limbs and florid countenances, and 
are accuftomed, above all, to the exercife of hunting. At a certain 


time of. the year fome of them are laid upon the altar of DIANA 


OrTHIA, and fcourged fo feverely, that they have expired upon 
the fpot. But the patience and fpirit of the boys not only exceed 
belief, but even the capacity of human nature in all other countries. 


The goddefs is faid to delight in blood and cruelty ; and Lycurcus 


appointed annually this barbarous facrifice at her fhrine, as well to 
appeafe the vengeful temper of the Deity, as to make that fhrine a 
monument of Spartan hercifm. But does it not argue a want of 
fenfe, to fuppofe any being difintereftedly malevolent? Or is it fo 
much an exercile of courage as enthufiafm, to fuffer quietly the follies 
and the infolence of depraved religion? Exclaim then with me, 
CLEANDER, at the infamous fcene, and fhrink with horror on the 
very mention of fuch criminal and ill-natured piety. 


There is another cuftom enjoined by law, and praétifed by the 
boys, which, though fingular enough, is yet much freer from ex- 
ception than the laft; I mean that of ftealing. As all things in the 
hands of private perfons are confidered as belonging to the ftate, a 
dexterity of this kind is fo far from giving offence, that it raifes the 
character of the perfon who excels in it. The boys are encouraged 
to it, as it habituates them to {tratagem and military addrefs; and 
whoever is caught in it is punifhed, not for the fact, but his want 
of vigilance and quicknefs, The fhocking ftory of him who per- 
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mitted a fox to tear out his bowels, before he would difcover the LETTER 
theft, is too well known to be enlarged upon. They are bred up Nise sea 
in ftri&t reverence of the oldeft citizens. It is expected that the latter 
fhould reprove them for every fault committed in their fight, under 
pain of the fame penalty. The younger muft bear thefe reproofs 
without refentment, and with modefty; and it is required, when- 
ever they are feen publickly in the ftreets, that they fhould keep 
their eyes fixed upon the ground, and be guilty of no levity. Nor 
is it unufual for thofe in the higher clafles to choofe out certain 
youths for their favourites. The law enadts, that in fuch cafes the 
Inamoratos fhall fuffer for the trefpafles of thofe whom they pro- 
teét; and enjoins the reft, who are not honoured in this manner, to 
fupprefs carefully the rifing of envy. When a lad has been two 
- years among the Ephebi, he is often placed at the head of the clafs 
of boys, and conduéts them in the morning to their martial exer- 
cifes. In the Gymnafia, the girls contend naked with them in 
wreftling, dancing, boxing, and all thofe {ports which are affigned 
generally to the province of men, No Spartan is indulged in mar-: 
rying any woman, except he has vanquifhed her at thefe games. It 
is owing to this education, fo contrary to the female foftnefs in moft 
nations, that the women of Lacedemon are efteemed rough, haughty, 
and afluming. Gorco, the wife of LEONIDAS, was one day afked 
the reafon, “ Why the ladies of her country had fo great a power 
“ over the men?” “ Becaufe (anfwered fhe) they alone produce 
“ men.” It was the opinion of Lycurcus, that the inclinations 
of the mother have a furprizing effe€t upon the children, as well as 
her arts of perfuafion on the hufband. So he has contrived to unite 
their fentiments with each other’s, and the laws of the republick, by 
obliging them to a fimilitude of manners, and training them to war- 
like exercifes, Then wonder not that Venus is adored in armour 
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Lage by this people. Every citizen :muft marry at the age of thirty; and 
beyond whoever has contributed four children to the common ftock, is dif 
charged by law from all painful fervices. The married ladies wear 
veils, and the unmarried ones appear without any. The former are 
fuppofed to be contented with their prefent hufband, and the latter 
are defirous to gain one. Virgins are wedded without a dower, and 
a temporary exchange of wives is allowed in the city. An old man 
may make over his wife to a younger, and a new bridegroom muft 


vifit his fpoufe by ftealth. Thefe are the odd paflages in the con- 
nubial laws of Sparta. 


The Ephebi are enjoined many hardfhips, while all who are in the 
clafs of men are indulged in an honourable tranquillity, and exemp- 
tion from thofe toils. Publick lodgings are fet apart for them; they 
lie down together on beds of reeds, and are taught never to give 
way to fleep from a love of indolence, but merely to refrefh them- 
felves, and according to the didtates of nature. They ufe no oint- 
ments, nor any bath but the river Eurotas. "The combats of the 
Ephebi are extremely fierce; and no man is at liberty to own him- 
felf conquered. They are forbid to drink, wnlefs it be to quench 
their thirft; and, in order to force them to fobriety, it is enacted, 
that in the darkeft nights they fhall go home without torches. ‘Thou 
mayft obferve, CLEANDER, to what low minutenefles the care of 
Lycurcus has defcended; becaufe he well knew that the manners 
of a ftate in trifles are of confequence to fupport its ftrength. 


The Spartans eat together in common halls. Each table ‘has a 
felect company ; and no man is. admitted to any one of them with- 
out the general confent of the members who frequent it. This iis 
done with a view to prevent any interruption in the converfation, 


and 
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and that no citizen may be uneafy at the feafons appointed for relax- 
ation. Every man fends in a monthly contribution for the mainte- 
nance. of the entertainments; and it is expeéted he fhould come 
thither, without haying privately feafted at his own houfe. One 
inflance of fuch luxury, if brought to light, would be attended 
with infamy. They fit down without any diftinGiion of age, and 
are waited on by the boys, to whom they prefcribe filence. It is 
not an uncommon thing at thefe times to put fubtle queftions to the 
youth ; and if they fail of returning a fhort, clear, pertinent, and 
ready anfwer, they are punifhed by the head of the clafs. After 
‘dinner they make fome of their flaves drunk, with a view to inftil 
an abhorrence of that crime into their children. The inhumanity 
‘of this practice is more odious, than the defign of it is commend- 
able. The ordinary table-talk of the Spartans is remarkably im- 
proving. Their difcourfe turns chiefly on virtue, liberty, a contempt 
of other nations, their own form of government, the character of 
their lawgiver, and the hiftory of their great men. Thefe fubjeéts 
are always uppermoft in a Spartan’s thoughts. 


After fo many particulars recited at large of this people, I flatter 
myfelf, that thy friendfhip will induce thee to be a little inquifitive 
after me. Within a few days I fhall enter into the clafs of men, as 
thou mayft eafily guefs, very highly to my comfort; and to com- 
plete me as a citizen, I am lately become a fharer in the lands of the 
ftate ; for a Spartan, with whom I had contraéted an intimate ac- 
quaintance, died fince my return from Thebes, without any rela- 
tions, and left me the heir to his lot. Believe me, CLEANDER, it 
was with no reluctance that I exchanged the fumptuous cookery, 
and the feafts of Afia, for the black broth and the fordid diet of this 
city. Let me confefs to thee, however, that I called up all the 
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powers of diffimulation to my help, in counterfeiting an unwilling 
approbation of thofe rough fports, in the Paleftre of their youth, 
where I have acted by turns the part of the victor and the van- 
quifhed. But the king’s fervice bears down every confideration of 
private convenience in the breaft of the faithful CRatippus. And 
when I refle& on the labours of Lacedemon in profound peace, I 
do not wonder at their fondnefs for the comparative repofe of war ; 
nor is it a virtue in thofe men to defpife death, who lead a life of 


which they have reafon to be weary. 
C. 
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CLEANDER ¢o SMERDIS. 


ment, never have I more ardently wifhed for the company of , ae 


my old friends, the partners of my ftudious and fpeculative years, 
than I did this morning in the facred grove of laurel, which leads 
from the temple to the brow of the hill. Thither I retired, full of 
the reflections which this remarkable place muft fuggeft; and how 
did I regret thofe charming converfations of our Baétrian folitude! 
Where the venerable SmERDIs would lead the inquifitive CLEAN- 
DER into the higheft fubjeéts, would hear his objections, redrefs his 
errors, direét his reafonings, and warm his heart. What new lights 
are thrown upon a queftion by thofe friendly debates! And, for 
want of fuch communication, how am I ftopped every moment in 
my courfe of thinking, while I am tracing to their original the im- 
pofture and fuperftition, which bring to thefe altars the adoration 
and the wealth of all Greece! 


Bene the whole courfe of my bufy and dangerous employ- LETTER 


Under thefe difadvantages, forgive me, gentle Mage, fhould I 
fall into miftakes, or even controvert fome opinions which prevail 
among our eaftern fages: for never can I be perfuaded that the 
oracles, which we fee fcattered through this land of idolatry, are 
under the immediate guidance of the great enemy of truth and or- 
der; that the knowledge of future events delivered there is an ema- 
nation from the impious ARIMANIUS ; and that fuch are the me- 


thods by which he eftablifhes the kingdom of error, and diverts the 
worfhip 
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LETTER worfhip of mankind from its only true objet. How hard is the 

ase, fuppofition, that the juft, the benign OROMASDES fhould fuffer the 
human mind, confined and fallible as he created it, to be thus un- 
equally attacked, thus invincibly deluded? And what a prepofterous 
difpenfation is. it, that where he is adored with that purity which 
reafon ditates, and his own prophet has prefcribed, no fuch divine 
communications are vouchfafed ; while he permits the book of fate | 
to be opened near every venerable grove and romantick fountain in 
Greece, for the purpofes of impiety and fuperftition ! 


But we need not fear any fuch conclufion. Oromaspes fpeaks 
to all men by the great voice of reafon and nature, and to the purer 
Eaft by his facred volume. By thefe ways the fupreme Wifdom 
teaches us what we are concerned to know; and we cannot expect 
to be indulged in the vain curiofity of forefeeing what cannot be 
prevented. Nor is ARIMANIUs to be charged with revealing thofe 
fecrets. From all I could obferve in this feat of divination, we are 
not to recur to any preternatural power. Blind devotion and artful 


management will explain the whole myftery ; and men are deceived 
but by men. 


As foon as one begins to afcend the facred mountain, every thing 
appears adapted to infpire a religious horror. The ancient trees 
hanging over the rock on each fide the temple, and the rock itfelf 
opening into a rude kind of femicircle, whofe echoes increafe the 
confufed voices, and the found of the trumpets, which always make 
part of the ceremony; the magnificence of the buildings, and the 
richnefs and elegance of the confecrated gifts, fufficient of themfelves 
to ftrike the imagination, are particularly pointed out and exagge- 
rated by a fet of men whofe bufinefs it is to wait upon ftrangers ; 
and who, I obferved, endeavoured to lead them into fome account of 


them- 


CF OD OOD) On ED ED OD 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 103 
themfelves, and the circumftances which brought them to confult popes: 
the god. URS Kener amend 


After duly performing the various facrifices and purifications, 
without which the temple is not to be approached, they are con- 
ducted thither; their head muffled up in their garments, and trum- 
pets blowing all round them, that no fight or found of evil omen 
may interrupt the proceflion. ‘This indeed makes a moft ridiculous 
appearance ; and what with the folemnity, the noife, and the un- 
eafy pofture they walk in, they are quite fatigued and confounded by 
the time they get to the cell, where they wait with their queftions 
in their hands. While they are in this devout expedtation, they are 


fometimes refrefhed with the moft fragrant odours iffuing from the 
inmoft recefles of the temple. As this is a token of the Deity’s pe- 


culiar favour, it fcarcely ever happens but when fome perfon of con- 
fequence is among the fuppliants. 


In the mean time water is brought to the Pythia from the Cafta- 
lian fountain, and fhe chews the leaves of the facred laurel, to pre- 
pare her for the prophetick office. Immediately fhe rufhes into the 
fanctuary, her hair difhevelled, her colour changed, her eyes roll- 


ing, foaming at the mouth, and with all the marks of fury and 


diftraction. She throws down the cenfers and the laurel branches 


that ftand in her way; and at laft is feated upon the tripod by the 
attending priefts, and delivers the anfwer of the god in a: loud and 


hollow voice. 


Thou wilt imagine I muft be attentive to fo extraordinary a {pec- 


tacle; and every circumftance brought to my mind the tradition 


they have here, about the firft difcovery of the prophetick cave, 
| over 
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LETTER over which the tripod is placed. Some goats, they tellus, browzing 
CXX. ; : ; 

\——=—eJ. upon the edge, fuddenly fell into a kind of madnefs, leaping and 

making ftrange noifes. ‘The goat-herd ran to the cave, and, look- 

ing down into it, was feized in the fame manner; his features were 

diftorted, and the tone of his voice altered, juft as it happens to the 


Pythia, and the fpirit of divination came upon him. This furely 


points out to us a phyfical folution: we know the vapours arifing 
from different parts of the earth have very fenfible effe€ts upon the 
human body. There are exhalations that caufe inftant death; there 


Wah ‘| are caverns that ftupify for a time: and may not the Caftalian foun-. 


Ai tain, running through the fame foil, partake of the fame qualities? 
Cll | 


Wi! May not the laurel too promote the epileptick fymptoms? Such is 


the nature of that plant, according to the obfervation of Hippo- 
CRATES; and hence perhaps it is dedicated to APOLLO, the author 
of enthufiafm, and bears a principal part in all the rites of divina- 
tion. There are inftances where the paroxy{m has been fo violent, 


that even the facred minifters were terrified, and left the Pythia to 
herfelf; and not long fince fhe died in the operation, having taken 
probably too ftrong a dofe. Befides, on any other principles, 
what can this fury. mean? (Can it ferve any purpofe, but that 
of amufing and confounding the multitude? Can a madman fee 
further into futurity than one in his fenfes? And fhould not the 
mind in its undifturbed ftate be fitteft to converfe with a fuperior 
intelligence ? 


| : 
re 
| 


How different is the difpofition of the holy men amongf whom 
thou refideft! Abftraéted indeed from the world, but not unfit for 
it, not heated by paffion, nor funk into melancholy, they are pre- 
pared to receive the divine influence; and if fuch influence, after 
the copious ftreams fhed upon our great lawgiver, ftill defcends upon 

the 
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the fons of men, it muft be upon thefe his fucceflors. ‘The effects es ela 
at leaft are worthy of fo fublime an original. Thefe fages are not W—-\—— 


employed in giving doubtful anfwers to trifling or impious queftions, 
in encouraging a curiofity deftructive both of happinefs and virtue ; 
but in one great fcheme of benevolence and inftrution, in cor- 
recting the miftaken, fuccouring the unfortunate, pointing. out 


the great truths of morality, and leading the way to the practice 
of it, 


Formerly the oracles were all delivered in verfe ; but they were 
generally in fo bad a tafte, and fometimes fo lame and irregular, 
that as the age grew more critical, they could not be borne any 
longer. It was too plain an abfurdity, that Homer and Hestop 
fhould be. greater mafters of the art than the god of poetry, who 
infpired them; and therefore he now ufually {peaks in profe. But, 
to preferve the ancient form, there is a band of poets ready, who 
reduce the anfwers into meafure, and may be ufeful alfo to give them 
fenfe and coherence upon occafion, 


Not that fenfe and coherence are always thought neceflary. The 
god adapts himfelf to the genius of his votaries; and to thofe who 
admire moft what they leaft underftand, he condefcends to give 
words without a meaning, from which they feldom fail to pick out 
{fomething applicable to their wifhes or their fears. A certain de- 
gree of obfcurity is eflential to every oracle; it becomes the dignity 
of the power who difpenfes them; and it were profane to expofe 
the divine fecrets too plainly to the unhallowed vulgar. Thus does 
fuperftition impofe upon itfelf, and leaves fraud and contrivance 
little to do. Not but in thofe cafes where more caution is required, 
the fineft artifices are employed to fupport the credit of the temple: 

VOLS II. P the 
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LETTER the way of life, the paflions, the expectations, the very countenance, 

to of the confultor is attended to. Where the probability lies ftrongly 
on one fide of the queftion, the anfwer inclines that way. Gene- — 
rally it is fo adjufted, as tolerably to fuit either event; and where 
publick bufinefs is the fubje&, and more eyes are turned upon it, 


there it is particularly involved and ambiguous. The Delphick 
fhrine, however, has the reputation of fpeaking plainly; and the 
reft of the prophetick gods and heroes, and even APoLto himfelf, 
from his other temples, fend their worfhippers hither, to get their 
revelations farther revealed. 


While I was furveying the facred treafury, and obferved almoft in 
every room fome coitly offering of Crozsus, I could not but pity 
that unfortunate prince, whofe dependance on this very oracle loft him 
his crown. And when a Spartan of the company was fhewing me 
the tablet whereon is engraved the famous anfwer given to Lycur-. 
Gus, I pointed to CRozEsus’s golden lion, and faid, “ See there a 
“‘ memorial of a different nature. ‘The god who gave a fanétion to 


“ the conftitutions of your lawgiver, fent the no lefs devout Lydian. 
«© monarch on an expedition that ruined him; and as he eftablifhed 
« one government, he overturned another.” 


The greateft number and the moft valuable of the prefents were, 

I took notice, of the fame age with thofe laft mentioned. The 
multitude indeed ftill flocks to thefe altars; and the-ftates of Greece,. 
on every great occafion of conqueft or deliverance, ftill dedicate a 
ftatue, or erect a trophy. But the men of underftanding and con- 
fequence no longer repofe that truft-in the decifions from Delphi, 
which their anceftors ufed to do. The inftances of influence and 
corruption, which thefe later times have afforded, muft indeed be 
fufficient 
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fufficient to open their eyes, and to put an end to fo flavifh a pre- 
judice. The portico of Parian marble, which adorns the front of 
the temple, was the price of driving the Pififtratide out of Athens ; 
and the ftory of Hippras is not yet forgotten at the Perfian court, 
who ufed to complain, that while the oppofite fa@ion had the care 
of the facred buildings, the Spartans, who confulted the oracle, 
(whatever their queftions were,) had always the fame anfwer re- 
turned them; “ that they fhould reftore liberty to Athens.” The 
like interefted motives prevailed upon the Pythia, Perialla, to pro- 
nounce DAMARATUsS illegitimate ; and we have heard the old men 
of XERxEs’s court defcribe the fatisfation the exiled king exprefled, 
when he heard at Thermopyle that the impious prieftefs was con- 
victed and deprived. The tafte that begins to prevail all over this 
country for real fcience, and the free debates upon the great prin- 
ciples ef nature and religion, which are held at Athens particularly, 
will go on to expofe the impofture; and I forefee, without confult- 
ing the god, that in the next age his prophefies will be ridiculed, and 
his altar deferted. 


One word more, to obviate a prejudice relating to this oracle, 
which is fpread over the Eaft.. The panick which feized the troops 
of XERXES, when they came near Delphi, has been wonderfully 
magnified. ‘Thunders are faid to have burft from Parnaflus, and 
{tones to have rolled down its fides, in defence of the holy place. 
The attempt upon it indeed mifcarried; but the fame army plun- 
dered and burnt a fumptuous temple of the fame deity at Aba, 
which, it fhould feem, he was equally concerned to protect. 


May we, holy Mage, be content with, and make the beft ufe of 
the prefent time! this is the method to lay in happinefs for futurity. 
P 2 The 
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LETTER The wife and gracious OROMASDES has given us prudence and fa- 
eee, gacity fufficient for the common events of life; and where the pro- 
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{pect is clouded, and out of the reach of our view, we may fafely 
truft ourfelves in thofe hands from whence we came, and whither we 
are to return. It is ridiculous to hope for information from above 
upon every trifle; and a traveller through Greece muft remark, that 
oracles are much the moft frequent in Boeotia, which is by no means 


the country of wits or philofophers. . 
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Ty Eee eR? Geer 


TELEPHANES ¢o CLEANDER. Fyrom Perfepolis. 


yes I enjoy, CLEANDER, an honourable fubfiftence in the pp TTER 

e e e e x e 
court of ARTAXERXES, it would fhew great ingratitude in , a ot; 
me not to acknowledge, that the fource of all my good fortune was 


from thee. During the fhort time I have-been in Perfia, I have 


borne a fhare in the publick mourning, and loft a generous patron 
in Mecasyzus. He received me with great humanity, and was 
pleafed with the defign * [had drawn for a repofitory of that valuable 
colleCtion which thou fenteft him out of Greece. The materials were 


in readinefs for beginning the work, if his death had not prevented 
it. But I was fo fortunate as to be made known, through his re- 
commendation, to the other fatraps of this magnificent court, and 
even to the great king ; anda little before MEGAByzus’s death was 


promoted to an employment under OTANEs, fuperintendant of the 


royal palaces. ‘The province affigned me was to carry on the orna- 


ments of the fplendid palace of Perfepolis, to which improvements 
have been made by every fucceeding prince from Cyrus, who is 


efteemed the founder. To pay the laft refpe@ to my excellent be- 
nefactor, I came hither in the mournful retinue which attended his 
obfequies ; I faw him here entombed in the royal mount, among the 
graves of the Perfian monarchs. About four hundred feet diftance 
from the citadel, the fame rock of black marble, on which that is 
fituated, rifes to a confiderable height ; and in it are cut many cells 


and apartments, but into them no living perfon ever defcends, and the 
coffins are let down by machines from the top. 


* See Letter Ixxxix, 
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hh R There is a ftate and magnificence in the ftruéture and fituation of 
Ly this palace, that ftrikes every beholder with pleafure and amazement. 
It ftands north-eaft of the city, commanding that fpacious valley 
through which runs the river Araxes. The rock for threefcore 
acres appears to have been cut into form, with immenfe coft and 
toil, for the foundation of this marvellous pile. Nothing can be 
more ftately than the double flight of ftairs which leads to the firft 
platform of the palace, by ninety-five fteps from the plain below. 
The fteps are fo commodioufly contrived, and of fuch a breadth 
from one fide to the other, that twelve horfemen may with great 
eafe ride up a-breaft. The afcent to the upper court is by a fecond 
flight of ftairs, with a large landing half way, after the manner of 
the firft. The fides of the rock, both to the lower and upper plat- 


form, are cut in a perpendicular fteep, and ornamented with figures 
in relievo; thofe upon the firft in a rude grotefque ftile; but thofe 
upon the fides of the fecond, which reprefents a proceflion and fa- 
crifice after a victory, are performed in a better tafte. The citadel 
at the eaft end of the palace is encircled with three walls, each rifing 
above the other; the firft fixteen cubits high, the fecond twice that 
height, and the laft threefcore. They are entered by feven gates of 
burnifhed brafs. From the fummit of this citadel there is a moft 
extenfive profpe&t, circum{cribed only by the heavens themfelves. 
There is not in thefe Afiatick buildings the fame fymmetry and pro- 
portion which we fo much boaft of in Greece; but there is in them 
fomething more great and ftupendous than can perhaps refult from 
the more regular defigns of art. It cannot always be faid, that the 
workmanfhip furpaffes the materials; and yet the labour that has 
been employed in the feveral parts is incredible. The buildings 
upon the upper platform are of porphyry ; which, notwithftanding 
the hardnefs of the ftone, is inlaid in many places with a great va- 
riety of other coftly marbles, reprefenting, in Mofaick, human figures, 
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landfcapes, beafts, and flowers. ‘The inner walls of the ftate apart- 
ments are of black marble, fo exquifitely polifhed, that they refle& 
every object like a fteel mirror, which extremely heightens the luftre 
of the gold upon the freeze, cornifhes, and flutings of the pillars. 
The famous vine in the king’s bedchamber, which fpreads its branches 
over the royal bed, is, in my opinion, better devifed than executed. 
The ftalk and branches are of burnifhed gold, and the clufters of 
orient pearl mixed with rubies of great value. The bedftead like- 
wife is of gold, and the footftool alone eftimated at three thoufand 
talents. The ftate in the prefence chamber is fupported with four 
columns of the fame metal, thick-fet with precious ftones; and the 
coverings are of purple embroidered with various colours. 


In the bas-reliefs about this palace, are reprefented moft of the 
civil and religious ceremonies of the Perfians, and under proper 
emblems, the doctrines of the Magi. I was amazed to fee upon 
one of the walls, an image of monftrous fhape, with many arms, 
like the Briareus of the Grecian poets, till I difcovered that ARIMA- 
Nius, the firft principle of all evil, was meant by it. 


There is near the entrance of the great hall a jafper tablet, twenty 
feet in height from the ground, infcribed with myfterious characters. 
The kind of writing is known to few. Some have attributed the: 
invention of it to an eminent fage called BELTESHAZZER, who 
was fatrap of the province of Babylon under the later Affyrian 
kings, and bore confiderable honours, after the diffolution of the 
empire, in the courts of CyAxARES and Cyrus. From an Hebrew 
captive he was raifed to a ftate of fovereign dignity, for his extra- 
ordinary wifdom and uncommon endowments. It is recorded of 
him, that he was poffefled of a fpirit of divination, and. exactly 


foretold the great revolutions that happened in thofe times. His 
know=-. 
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Ath tas knowledge extended itfelf to all thofe fciences and arts that tend 
_——) to enlarge the mind and embellifh life ; and what makes me mention 
him with the greater fondnefs is this, that he not only encouraged 
the improvement of arts in others, but was a mafter in feveral of 
them, and particularly in archite@ture. _ Some ftrokes of his genius, 
I am told, appear in the plan and ftructure of this palace; and a 
confiderable part of that at Sufa, where he long refided, was built 
by him. It is a moft finifhed defign, and fhews his fingular good 
tafte in building. To this BELTESHAZZER, fome maintain, the 
peculiar fimplicity of the Perfian worship is owing; and ZOROAS- 
TER, they fay, had never appeared as a reformer of the Magian 
principles, if BELTEsHAZZER had not firft been. The royal 
favour, by which he was eminently diftinguifhed under the new 
monarch after the taking of Babylon, having created him the envy 
of the other fatraps, they plotted to deftroy him, by obtaining a de- 
cree from Cyaxares of fucha nature as they knew the religion of 
the Jews, to which he firmly adhered, would inevitably oblige him 
to tranfgrefs. The king having inadvertently figned the decree, 
could not fave him without weakening his own authority; and the 
penalty for tranfgreffing required that he fhould be expofed to lions. 
The ftory is fet forth in {culpture upon an inner wall of this palace, 
where the king is feated in ftate with the infignia of royalty; anda 
prifoner brought in chains before him, who, by the folemnity of 
the proceeding, appears to be a perfon of eminence: for on one fide 
the throne are ranged the grandees of his court, and on the other 
the Magi; and a felect number of priefts and nobles are withdrawn 
apart, and feem to expoftulate with one another concerning the pri- 
foner. Under thefe is placed a guard of fix ranks of pikes, both 
men and arms in full proportion. With great unwillingnefs Cy- 
AXARES gave up his able and faithful counfellor. He was fhut up 
in a cave of lions. But thofe favage animals had no power over 
him, 
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him, and after having remained a night in this confinement, he was ate R 
taken out unhurt, to the great confufion of his enemies. This con- Woe J 
firmed the king in the opinion which he entertained before of his 
fandtity, and convinced all men that BELTESHAZZER was a perfon 


peculiarly favoured by the gods. As a memorial of this {tory, there 


are, within an arch near the paflage leading to the fubterranean 
apartments, the figure of a man with long hair, to fhew the eminent 
rank of the perfon, and a lion lying tamely at his feet, in fign of this 
miraculous efcape. This is obvious enough. But more of the {culp- 
ture upon thefe walls is in the hieroglyphick way, altogether wrapt 
up in fymbols. To form thefe fymbols, they make ufe not only of 
natural animals, but chimerical and fabulous ones; as beafts with 
wings, and birds with four feet. Thefe are images of the feveral 
{tates and empires that are or have been. The Affyrian monarchy 
is figured by a winged lion with a crown upon. its head, implying 
the quick progrefs of its conquefts. Thus the ram being the royal 
enfign of Perfia, the ram’s head, feen upon the pillars here, with horns 


one higher than the other, was expreflive of the Medo-Perfian em- 
pire. By the combats and fierce encounters of the natural or fi@ti- 
tious animals, are fet forth the wars of different countries, and the 


events of thofe wars determining the fate of empires. There is like- 
wife an hieroglyphick language ufed in the writings of the eaftern 
fages, which bears, I am told, a ftri& analogy to this fculptured 
imagery. * * * x» Defunt cetera. 
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L.. E..T E.R. .CXXi. 


CLEANDER fo ORsAMES. From Delphi. 


LETTER THOUGHT it would be unpardonable, while I continued in the 
CXXII. 
Seen ae 


land of oracles, to neglect paying a vifit at the cave of TROPHO- 
Nius, which is attended even with a greater variety of ftrange cir- 
cumftances, than the fhrine at Delphi, and differs in the myfterious 
terror of its ceremonies from all others in the world. On mention- 
ing the fcheme to my companions, they readily clofed in with it. 
Proctes and I contrived, each of us, to form a queftion, which we 
might propofe when we arrived there; and engaged old ARcHIAS. 
to referve one of his family-doubts for the refolution of the demi- 
god. We journeyed ina few days from Delphi to Lebadea; and on 
one fide of the town entered a very beautiful and romantick foreft, 
which they call the grove of ‘TROPHONIUS *. ‘The river Her- 
cynna winds through it. On the fide of a rifing ground ftands the 
temple, fupported by brazen pillars; in the midft, of it is the en- 
trance. into the prophetick cavern. We furnifhed ourfelves with 
fome cakes dipped in honey, and narrow ladders, according to our 
inftrutions ; and proceeded in good order up the hill. Early in 
the morning the priefts met us, in their formalities, at the door of a 
building dedicated to Good Fortune, where we were commanded to 
remain fome hours. ‘They afked, what were our refpective difficul- 
ties ; and told us, we muft make an offering to APOLLO, SATURN, 
Jupiter, Juno, and Cerzs. Victims were brought out with all 
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fpeed; and the bowels being infpected, it was declared the deity 
would be favourable; and then we were invited to make a repaft 
out of the leavings of the altar. I took the freedom to inquire, if 
any other rites muft be performed, before we were permitted to de- 
feend. ‘The holy men who waited on us looked at me with fuch 
indignation, that I began to find I had made a falfe ftep. One of 
them immediately entered into fo large a detail of luftrations and 
expiations, which were neceflary for paft offences, that I would have 
given a thoufand Daricks to have been that moment facrificing a 
Ba@trian ox in the Mithriack cell, rather than that this idle curiofity 
fhould have drawn me into a perplexing farce, fo inconfiftent with 
the genius of true religion. At the clofe of the evening we were 
informed it was time to break off our divine meditations, and walk 
down to the river, condu&ted by two boys about thirteen years of 
age. In the mean time the priefts bufied themfelves in offering a 
ram to AGAMEDES, on whofe aufpicious afpe€t depends the ratifi- 
cation of the former omens. As we were undrefling to bathe, 
Procrzs, with his ufual vivacity, whifpered me, that “he was 
« amazed how one confultor of an oracle could look upon another 
“ without laughing.” That ceremony ended, two dofes of water 
were adminiftered to each of us; the one called Lethé, to drown 
the remembrance of thofe things which fo lately were the greateft 
part of our concerns ; and the other Mnemofyné, to make us retain 
the memory of whatever was to be exhibited in our defcent. Nobody 
but ArcurAs could bear thefe draughts with a pious refignation. My 
head was fo intoxicated with them, that I was in a fit condition to 
receive every thing the priefts fhould tell me, and to enter the cave 
with a religious kind of horror. After an obeifance or two to a fine 
ftatue of DmpALus’s workmanfhip, we were arrayed in linen ha- 
bits adorned with ribbons, and the venerable Theban ftepped for- 
ward to the mouth of the cave. He was rolled into it, and conti- 
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LETTER nued there for an hour. When he came out, (which was with his 
CRI, mee eS ’ 
U——)_ feet foremoft,) the natural gravity of my friend’s face feemed height- 
ened into an inflexible dulnefs. He was prefently conveyed to the 
feat of Mnemofyné, and having related what he had feen and heard. 
very confufedly, he was conduted into the temple of Good Fortune, 
where he was advifed to ftay, till he fhould be reftored to his former 
fenfes. Process and I were fo aftonifhed at this appearance, that 
I believe the terror of entering into the cell made an alteration in our 
looks, almoft equal to that which might be expected on returning 
from it. . However, it was too late to withdraw. PROCLES went 
through all the forms in the {ame manner with ARCHIAS; and when 
he rofe again above ground, he was no more the lively, the hu- 
morous companion I had converfed with; every laughing feature 
was ftruck out of his countenance. My turn being next, though I 
knew the whole to be an impudent impofture, yet it occurred to me, 
there muft be fomewhat contagious in it, fince PRocLEs had the 
fame fentiments; and, if it had been poffible, the good fenfe of the 
man would have faved him from this extraordinary ftupefaGion. In 
great anxiety therefore I defired leave to fpeak with my acquaint- 
ance, that had gone through the operation, but was hurried into 
the cave without a moment’s paufe. When I fell down, I was be- 
fet on the fudden with a mift, and not having underftanding enough 
to be certain whether I was awake or in a dream, conjecture that I 


received a blow upon the head, which ftunned me. Soon after, I 
fancied that I faw an immenfe gap * refembling an hollowed fphere. 
It had a darknefs, not ftill, but thick and agitated. I fhook at the 
dreadful noifes of beafts, and groans of men and women, that iffued 


* See Plut. p..590. vol. ii. par. 1624... In his Treatife of Socrarss’s Demon, 
where one Timarcuus, defirous to be inftru€ted in the nature of it, is faid to have 
vifited TRopHoNIUs, and feen an allegorical vifion, which is related and explained at 
large. 
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from an unfathomable depth. At laft all was hufhed, and a {mall ee 


voice pronounced fome obfcure words, by way of anfwer to my in- 
terrogatories, that are not worthy to be blotted on my paper. As 
foon as the voice ceafed, I was dragged out of the cell, pafled a fe- 
vere examination, and having refrefhed myfelf in the temple, we, 
the next morning at break of day, took our leave of TROPHONIUS 
and his priefts. 


In my way back to Delphi, I made a vow by the hallowed groves 
of our prophet, that I would not again torture my imagination to 
find queftions for an oracle, convinced more than ever, that a man’s 
own fagacity is the only demon to be trufted in real difficulties. 


Whence it proceeds, Orsames, I cannot tell, but there is fome- 
thing in darknefs that calls up the fears, and difturbs the cheerfulnefs, 
of human nature. For which reafon I am often offended at thofe 
who reprefent a fecret grot, or a gloomy cavern, as the immediate 
place of his prefence, whofe moft perfe€&: emblem is the radiant 
MitTurRas, expofed for ever in the glorious concave of the heavens, 
to engage the eyes and worfhip of the rational part of his creation. 
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CLEANDER fo GosryAs, Chief Scribe. 


big oy vag a I No fooner received information that the plague, which has raged 
meee , - the whole fummer at Athens with great violence, was confider- 
ably abated, than I determined to fet out on my return thither; and 
as the roads at that feafon of the year are much infefted with parties 
of foldiers, both of the Peloponnefian and Athenian allies, I took 
hold of an opportunity, which fortune threw in my way, to join 
the train of CatLtias and Nausicies, the Athenian deputies to 
the affembly of the Amphictyons, who were preparing for their 
journey home at the fame time with myfelf. I experienced the good 
effects of travelling under their prote@tion; for, upon the borders 
of the territories of Attica, we fell in with a party of Beeotian light- 
horfe, who were fcouring the country: the deputies immediately 
fent to acquaint the commanding officer with their charaéter, which, 
by the law of nations, and the general practice of the Greeks, was 
fufficient to fecure them and their retinue from any arreft or vexa- 
tion in their paflage. The officer behaved with great politenefs on 
this occafion, and prevented, by his authority, the violence with 
which the rough foldiers, greedy of fpoil, were preparing to lay us 
under contribution. The reft of our journey pafled without any re- 
markable incident. The morning after our arrival, Catitras and 
NAusICLEs made a report, firft in the fenate, and afterwards before 
the affembly of the people, of their behaviour in the Amphiétyonick 
council, as reprefentatives of the commonwealth of Athens. They 
gave in the roll of contributions which were laid upon all the Grecian 
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ftates, for the enlargements and repairs of the temple of Delphi, and te TER 


XII. 


the particular {um which Athens was obliged to furnith towards her Womjpmend 


part in carrying on fo pious a work. They related a fpeech made 
by the deputies of Corinth againft the Athenians, for erecting a 
chapel in the temple of Delphi, in memory of the battle near Nau- 
pactus ; which concluded with a motion, that a fine fhould be fet 
upon them by the Amphictyons, for the celebrating victories of the 
Greeks over each other, in the fame place where their conquefts 
over barbarians alone were confecrated to pofterity. But Nav- 
SICLES exerted himfelf with fuch activity in oppofition to it, by 
fhewing, amongft other things, that the Athenians had done nothing 
unprecedented, but only followed the example of the Bceotians, 
who erected ftatues in the fame temple, after the defeat of the Athe- 
nians at Tanagra, that the Corinthians were forced to drop their 
motion. When the report was finithed, the people unanimoufly 
approved what had been done in their name by CatriAs and Nav- 
SICLES, and likewife decreed them crowns of gold, for their vindi- 
cation of Athens againft the unjuft afperfions of the Corinthians, 
Their embaffy expired with the ufual compliment of being invited 
to a publick entertainment in the Prytanzum. 


The plague is by this time entirely ceafed; and indeed it abated 
eradually with the heats of the fummer. I afked Hippocrates, 
what number he thought it had deftroyed? THe told me, by the 
moft exact computation he could make, it had carried off no lefs 
than-four thoufand four hundred citizens, (not to mention {trangers,) 
amongft whom the order of the Hippeis had loft three hundred for 
their fhare. So terrible a depopulation, one fhould think, noble 
{cribe, would infpire this {tate with humble and moderate fentiments, 
and a defire of reftoring the tranquillity of Greece. But this is fo 
far from being the cafe, that their {pirits are more raifed than ever, 
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L ee by a relation fent hither by DEMosTHENES, of a defeat which the 
L————) Acarnanians and Argives, under his conduct, have given to the Am- 


bracians and Peloponnefians under that of EuURYLOcHUS. 


The Ambracians having entered Acarnania with eight thoufand 
heavy-armed foot, took poffeflion of a fort called Olpis, which is 
built on the top of a hill not far from the fea. There EuRyLocuus 
joined them with a body of Peloponnefians, who, by marching 
through by-ways, efcaped the vigilance of fome Acarnanian troops, 
that lay in wait to intercept them. <A few days after this junction, 
a {quadron of twenty Athenian fhips appeared in the gulph of Am- 
bracia, and DEMOSTHENES, with an army of Acarnanians and Ar- 
gives, (to whom were added three hundred Meffenians and fixty 
Athenian archers,) came up, and pitched his camp in fight of the 
enemy. ‘The two armies remained quiet two days, but early on the 
fixteenth began an engagement that lafted till evening. Drmos- 
THENEs with great judgment forefeeing where the ftrefs of the aétion 
muft lie, placed four hundred Peltaftai, or Targetiers, in a hollow 
way covered with bufhes, which extended itfelf along the flank of 
his right wing. The enemy’s left making a motion to furround 
him, met with a vigorous refiftance in front, and was charged at the 
fame time fo brifkly in the rear by the ambufcade, that, after a fhort 

difpute, they threw down their arms and fled. Euryztocuus him- 
felf was killed in endeavouring to rally his men. In another part of 

the field the enemy’s right wing, compofed chiefly of Ambracians, 

who are reckoned the moft warlike people in thofe parts, broke the 

left of DEMosTHENES, and pufhed it to the walls of Argos; but 

returning in diforder from the purfuit, the Athenian general ad- 

vanced againft them with his vi€torious troops, and obliged them to 

take refuge within the walls of Olpis. The next morning MENE-" 

DATUS, who fucceeded EuryLocuus in the command, propofed 

to 
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to DEMOSTHENES to {urrender the fortrefs, upon condition that he 
fhould be permitted to retire with the Peloponnefian forces only ; 
to which the latter confented, with a view of rendering the Lace- 
demonians odious amongft their allies for deferting the Ambracians. 
DEMOSTHENES, after fetting up a trophy and burying his dead, de- 
camped with his army to oppofe the remainder of the Ambracian 
forces, who, he had received intelligence, were marching to the af- 
fiftance of their countrymen. He found them engaged in the 
{treights of Idomene, where his fuperior fkill in the art of war, 
and a perfe& knowledge of the country, enabled him to gain a com- 
plete victory. For having fent a detachment to feize the paflages of 
the mountains, he marched with the reft along the great road, and 
beat up the Ambracian quarters fo fuddenly, that the outguards 
made but very little refiftance; the reft were foon routed, and a mi- 
ferable flaughter made of them. Thofe who attempted to efcape 
were killed or taken by the Acarnanian parties, who had befet the 
ways. Others, rather than furrender to their worft enemies, chofe 
to caft themfelves into the fea, and fwim for fafety to the Athenian 
fhips, which were cruifing on that coaft. In fhort, on this occafion 
the republick of Athens has acquired great glory. Her general 
(who, in token of his victories, has fent hither two hundred {uits of 
armour) recovered his reputation; and the Ambracians received 
irreparable damages. DEMOSTHENES adds in his letters, that this 
fuccefs might be attended with greater advantages; but that the 
Acarnanians, preferring their old neighbourhood to that of an Athe- 
nian colony, are on the point of concluding an accommodation 
with the Ambracians, at which this ftate is, with good reafon, dif. 
fatished. 


Thou mayft. imagine, potent lord, I was not a little furprized at 
the arrival of ZopyRrus here from Ephefus in a Phoenician fhip. 
What inducement he has had to feek the A’ henian proteétion, after 
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quitting the Perfian court in fo abrupt a manner, I am unable to 

difcover; but in his daily converfation, he throws off every mark - 
of duty and allegiance to his fovereign, by fetting forth the facility 

of feizing fome advantageous port in the Perfian dominions, and 

proffering his fervice to conduct a colony of Athenians to any upon 

which it may be thought proper to make an attempt. From the opi- 

nion which the better fort of citizens have formed of his character, 

and their unwillingnefs to entangle themfelves in difputes with the 

great king, at a juncture when the war now on foot demands their 
whole attention, I fhould conjecture, that this republick will enter 

into none of his projects. But whether the hopes of gain may not 
allure private adventurers to embark with him in fome defperate en- 

terprize, I fhall not pretend ta determine. However, thou maytft 

depend on the earlieft notice of his motions; and I think Pyrnon 

fhould be talked to on this fubje&. That minifter fent hither early 

information of the army and fleet preparing in the Perfian pro- 

vinces; and by the decrees pafled in the aflembly before my re- 

turn from Delphi, he will be furnifhed with fufficient materials 

for a conference. [am well affured that the fenate have taken great 

alarm at fome fecret advices from their emiflaries in Thebes and. 
Sparta. Some of the principal members, with whom I converfe, inti- 

mate their fufpicions, that the Lacedemonians will not be fo ferupu- 
lous as themfelves about giving up the Greek cities in Afia; becaufe 

the Ionian colonies are related to the Athenians by extra@ion. And. 
indeed, as the Perfian miniftry have, in all their negociations, laid 

great ftrefs on this point, an alliance with Lacedemon would be the: 
moft defirable meafure. At the fame time, whatever views they 

may have about extending the commerce of the empire, and ren- 
dering the iflands in the Agean fea dependent upon the monarch of 
Afia, will be beft anfwered by weakening the naval ftrength of the 

Athenians, 
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The elections for magiftrates were over, as ufual, on the firft of LETTER 


the month Hecatombeon; they have gone chiefly in CLEON’s fa- U—-y—— 


vour. Thou wilt perceive by a lift of them, which I fend enclofed, 
that PHi1LtocRATES is chofen firft Archon, and CLrEoN, NIcIAs, 
EurYMEDON, Sopuoctes, and four others, generals for the year 
enfuing. The two laft of thofe above-named are going with a fleet 
of forty fhips to the relief of the Corcyreans, whofe exiles have 
lately fortified themfelves in the mountains, and lay wafte the coun- 
try with fire and {word. 


Noble fcribe, if my nephew Cuarictes of Ephefus, who will 
deliver this difpatch into thy hands, fhould find favour in thy fight, 
I fhall reckon it the greateft happinefs that can befal him. He is a 
young man of prudence, activity, and addrefs ; whom thou wilt find 
not unintelligent in the affairs of Greece, and extremely defirous to 
be ranked amongft thy dependents. Lefs than this I could not fay 
of him, becaufe of his real merit; and were I to add more, his near 
relation to me might appear to have blinded my judgment in his 
favour. 


From Athens. a? 
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CLEANDER fo BAGOAS, Chief Eunuch in the Palace of ART AXERXES~ 


LETTER al pls e who haft {pent thy life within walls, where refides per- 
CXXIV. eee h ! 
ed petual tranquillity, and none but the fofter paflions are allowed 
to enter, wouldft be but little entertained by a long detail of a puz- 
zling treaty, or the view of a bloody field, where the lives of thou- 
fands have been facrificed to the ambition of their leaders. But 
thou wilt hear with pleafure of the fuccefs of my negociations in 
the traffick of beauty, and the fair victims I have colleéted from 
every quarter of Greece, for the Fane of Love, where thou prefideft: 
In my late journies over this country I have ftill been attentive to 
thy commiffion; and I will venture to afirm, that I have now em; 
barked for Ephefus thirty as accomplifhed virgins, as ever adorned 
the inner chambers of the palace. How will thy wrinkles, venerable 
eunuch, foften into a fmile, when thou receiveft them from their 


covered chariots at the fecret gate? Amongft the orange trees upon 
the fteps of the marble fountain, thou wilt examine with tafte their 
different charms; and, after a ftri€t examination, rank them in their 
feveral orders. Happy old man! who, cool and unconcerned, canft 
leifurely throw thy eyes over fuch enchanting forms, and feel only 
the quiet joy of adminiftering to the pleafures of thy mafter. 


Thou wilt eafily diftinguifh the Ionian beauties from their grace- 
ful movements in the dance, and their fubmitting with lefs reluctance 
to thy curious regards. "The more fhy Athenians will pleafe thee 
by the peculiar fweetnefs of their accent, and the mafterly man- 
ner in which they touch the lyre. But the blooming iflanders, the 

daughters 
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daughters of Curos and Lessos, will ftrike thee moft by the fym- ae 


metry of their features, their long flowing trefles, their large black l_——y—_ad 
eyes, and the elegant magnificence of their drefs. 


To contraft thefe, there are.three more northern beauties from 
the banks of Strymon, with fair complexions and golden hair. 
There is one thou muft look upon as a curiofity ; a Spartan, daughter 
of one of the Ephori, whom my friend, the Trierarch PHILOcLEs, 


carried off in a defcent upon the coaft of Peloponnefus. CHELONIS 


exprefles all the haughtinefs of her country, and her quality, in her 


countenance; accompanied with a manly kind of beauty, which, 
though it commands refpe&, by no means excludes love. 


The tender LEontiuM I muft recommend to thy peculiar care, 
and beg thou wilt prefent her in my name to the chamberlain Hy- 


DASPES. He, who fhews fo elegant a tafte in his gardens, his fur- 


niture, and his amufements, is no lefs refined in his more fecret plea- 
fures; nor will refufe to accept this token of my gratitude, fo well 


fuited to. his delicacy. The ingenuous fweetnefs of her countenance, 


and the noblenefs of her demeanour, prove her to be what her ftory 
pretends fhe is. The pirate of Scyros, who fold her, and had 


brought her up, aflured me, that when he took her in a cruize off 


Euboea, fhe was wrapped up in a rich mantle, and wore a bracelet 


fet with gems; but he could learn no particulars relating to her, be- 


caufe the nurfe and the reft of her attendants perifhed in the en- 


gagement. Confcious of the ftate from which fhe is fallen, the re- 


tains an air of melancholy, which my friend’s humanity is fo fitted, 


and will be fo pleafed, to difpel. 


The twenty flaves, whom I have chofen to attend thefe virgins, 


are well verfed in the various arts fo much efteemed in the palace of 
the 
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i ea the queens. Some form an agreeable concert on all kinds of inftru- 

L———/ ments; others are fkilful at the loom, and trace out the moft beau- 
tiful patterns for the richeft embroidery. Others prepare perfumes, 
and are praCtifed to attend at the bath. The three Corinthians I 
purchafed out of the houfe of the moft magnificent courtefan in that 
city. They are taught all the niceties of drefs; to braid the hair, 
to adjuft the robe, to tie the fandal, and know all thofe curious fecrets. 
which heighten or preferve beauty. 


_ Give me leave to be a little vain, upon my having thus added to 
the number of thy fair fubjeéts. Happy fubjeéts! under fuch a 
guardian ; removed from the dangers to which helplefs beauty -is 
expofed, from the perplexing cares of life, the tumultuous fallies of 
ungoverned love, and the raging paflions of difagreeing rivals, they 
are placed in the awful fanctuary of innocence and purity, where 
the profane cannot enter; they enjoy all the delights of a well- 
ordered magnificence. Awed by thy difcipline, made eafy by thy 
gentlenefs, their minds are ever ferene and cheerful ; their affections 
ever tempered and regulated ; their power of pleafing is dire€ted to 
one object; their ideas of happinefs, all their tranfports, center in 
one lord. When inftructed by thy leffons, and purified with oil of 
‘myrrh and {weet odours *, they approach his bed; how are their 
hearts elated to meet the embraces of a monarch, who can reward 
their attention to pleafe him with the revenues of a province! But 
the fortunate fair, in whom the king delights, who is again fum- 
moned from the fecond houfe of the women, partakes the higheft ho- 
nours that a mortal can receive; the bonds of captivity fall inftantly 
from her hands, and the imperial tiara encircles her head. Adieu. 


From Athens, the 17th of Mamaéterion. _ 1 Bee 


* Vide Efher, cap. ili, 


By idist 
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Gosryas, Chief Scribe, &c. to CLEANDER, at Athens. From Sufa. 


Hov takeft the fureft way to filence the calumnies of thy ene- LETTER 
mies, by continuing to difcharge the duties of thy employment face 
to the entire fatisfa€tion of thofe who with thee well; and hatt given 
the king and fupreme council frefh proofs of thy fufficiency in bufi- 


nefs, by the variety and importance of thy Delphick difpatches. 


The domeftick tranquillity which we enjoy at prefent, the 
good order eftablifhed through the feveral provinces of the empire, 
and the flourifhing condition of our troops and finances, give us 
leif{ure to look abroad, and furvey the pofture of affairs in foreign 
nations. © The king, we hope, will foon be able to determine, from 
the negociations now carrying on, to which fide of the contend- 
ing Grecian ftates the influence of his arms muft be carried. And 
how near matters draw towards a conclufion, thou wilt be better 
able to judge, when I have related to thee the refult of fome con- 
ferences between myfelf and Pyruon, and the advices lately fent 
by Cratippus from Sparta. Not many days ago, PyrHoNn made 
me a vifit, and told me, that his republick having received in- 
formation, that a large body of forces was to aflemble early in the 
{pring near Sardis, had fent him exprefs orders to obtain a cate- 
gorical anfwer from the minifters, as to their deftination ; {ince the 
people of Athens had reafon to apprehend that they were defigned 
again{t the Grecian colonies in Afia, which, by Crmon’s treaty, 

were 
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OS te were rendered independent of Perfia. I replied, that the king, my 
Lew mafter, from his regard and obfervance of treaties, particularly of 
one fo difadvantageous to himfelf, for a courfe of many years, had 
not deferved, without ftrong grounds, to be fufpeéted of an intention 
to violate them; that I could not help thinking this peremptory de- 
mand was ftarted a little unfeafonably ; and that it looked very much 
as if his ftate fought occafions for a rupture, by forcing a difagree- 
able anfwer from the king; that I would, however, aflure him; that 


thefe troops, which were not numerous enough to give umbrage to 


the Athenians, were not defigned, either againft them or any of their 


allies, unlefs by their behaviour they obliged the king, againft his 
inclination, to commence hoftilities. PyTHon did not feem fatif- 


fied with this anfwer; and, amongft other objections to it, faid, it 


was plain the empire -was preparing fome great ftroke, as it was well 
known, that, befides this army at land, a powerful fleet was equip- 
ping in the ports of Phoenicia, I replied, with an appearing warmth, 


that it was true a {quadron was fitting out to proteét the commerce 


of our trading fubjeéts, which was miferably difturbed and inter- 
rupted by the Peloponnefian and Athenian navies; that daily repre- 
fentations were made to the minifters from the moft eminent mer- 
chants, that their veflels were ftopped and fearched, the effeéts feized, 
and even the men imprifoned, by the fhips of war belonging to 
both parties, under pretence that they were carrying arms and pro- 
vifion to their enemies. I affured him, the king could no longer 
fuffer thefe violences, but would think himfelf unworthy the crown 
he wore, if he did not protect the properties and perfons of his 


fubjedts, and infift upon ample reparation of the damages they 
fuftained. 


PyTHON defired me to confider, that thefe were inconveniences 
unavoidably attending neutral powers in a ftate of war; that many’ 
of 
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of the infolences complained of are committed for the fake of gain rea, R 
by particular officers, without the confent, or even knowledge, of W- ~—— 


their principals; and that if I would give him a lift of the fufferers, 


and an eftimate of their loffes, he was fure the Athenians would give 
{atisfation to thofe who were unjuftly opprefled. He added, that 
he was concerned to find me more difpofed to inflame than accom- 
modate matters between our matters; and that it was purely to 
avoid it, he had omitted making complaint, as he was ordered, that 
the Perfian veflels frequented the feas between the Cyanian and Che- 


lidonian iflands, in dire&t violation of the tenth article of the peace of 
Cimon. [I told him, it was probable the merchant fhips might take 
that courfe in their voyages; but that was not contrary to the treaty, 


which only fays, that the Perfians fhould not fail in thofe feas oy waxpaig 


vaucs, ** with fhips of war.’ After fome altercation between us, on 


the manner in which this article was complied with, he reprefented 


one while, that the Greeks would make it a common caufe, if the 
two fundamental ftipulations in Crmon’s peace (the independence of 


the Afiatick colonies, and the reftraint on our navigation) were 


broken through; at another time, that the Athenians, provided 


they could gain the good will of the king of Perfia, would foften 
the rigour of them. But at laft he faid plainly, that the common- 
wealth of Athens hoped we would not take part in the differences 
between them and the Lacedemonians, as not being at all interefted 
therein; but if we were refolved to interfere, they had as good pre- 
tenfions to our friendfhip as any other Grecian ftate, I faid, if the 
Athenians had any overtures to make, they might fend an embaiffy 
to propofe them in exprefs terms; but that talking in general of 


the regard and efteem which his republick had for the king, with- 
out entering upon particulars, tended only to amufe and create 
diftruft. As PyrHon had nothing more to offer, our conference 
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ended; and I cafily perceived his chief intent was to found our de- 
figns, and by throwing out fome foftening hints of the amicable 
difpofition of Athens, prevent any immediate refolution to break 
with them. 


NIcANDER ftill preferves that roughnefs and fingularity in his 
behaviour, with which he began his embafly. He fcarcely ever 
ftirs out of his houfe, makes no acquaintance in the court, and fel- 


dom confers with me. CRATIPPUS writes me word, that his own | 


ftate is fo ill fatisfied with the dry uninforming difpatches they 
receive from him, that they intend to fupply his place, towards 
the beginning of next fpring, with fome abler minifters, who will 
have it in charge to propofe to us terms of the higheft advantage, 
in exchange for our friendfhip. It feems they repent the abrupt 
manner in which the negotiation was broken off laft year; and 
STHENELAIDAS, the Ephorus, the great promoter of the war, and 
the prefent dire@tor of their counfels, has. moft heartily declared 
himfelf for calling in our affiftance, rather than fail in the main 
point of reducing the power of Athens. 


I have endeavoured to trace out the unaccountable flight of Zo- 
pyRuS ; and I learn by intercepted letters, and by other intelligence, 
that, after making the beft of his way to Ephefus, he took fhipping 
there ; and it is not yet known, whither he direéted his courfe. If, 
as we have reafon to fufpeét, he concludes his ramble at Athens, I 
know thou wilt be vigilant in examining his condu@ and defigns, 
and acquainting us with the encouragement he receives: not that we 
apprehend any danger, either from his intereft at home, or addrefs 
abroad ; but in fuch cafes, precaution is always ufeful. — 
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I congratulate thee, CLEANDER, that thou clofeft the year in Cree 
quiet and fafety, which, by the cabals of thy enemies, threatened Wo ——w 
thee at its fetting out with the ftorms of fadtion. If to be honoured 
with the favour of the prince, confirmed in the efteem of the mini- 
fters, and fupported by the zealous endeavours of friends, are the 
proper incitements of induftry and rewards of merit, thy fituation is 
of all others the moft fortunate. Farewel. 
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Som of my friends here, a few days ago, accidentally fell into a 

difpute about the comparative excellence of the two fexes. It 
was occafioned by one who ventured to call in queftion that natural 
title to {uperiority, which we had all along in fo peremptory a man- 
ner claimed to ourfelves. He maintained, that there was no dif- 
tinction of fexes in the foul; that in both it was equally capable of 
improvement; and that the vifible pre-eminence on our fide was 
entirely to be refolved into the greater degree of care and culture 
that had been beftowed upon us. He made fome doubt, whether the 
other fex were naturally, and before the acquired foftnefs which they 
had derived from education, lefs able to undergo the more hardy 
and laborious employments, which are now appropriated to us under 
the name of manly. However, added he, intelle@tual capacity has 
plainly no fort of dependance upon the vigour and weaknefs of the 
animal conftitution ; fince in our fex the greateft ftrength of under- 
{tanding is often to be obferved in bodies of the moft tender and delicate 
make. But as example and experience may be fuppofed to have much 
more weight in this matter than, any kind of abftra@ reafoning, he 
{fupported his opinion by the inftance of the celebrated ASPASIA fa 
woman whofe attainments in the whole circle of fciences have ex- 
ceeded the moft improved geniufes, in an age and country which think 
they have made the greateft advancement in knowledge of any other. 
As fhe is yet alive in this city, though age has taken off the bloom 
of her perfon, and the death of Pericnzs diminithed her intereft 
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in it, it may not perhaps be a difagreeable entertainment to ac- 
quaint thee with fome of the more diftinguifhing parts of her cha- 
rater, and inform thee of fuch remarkable circumftances relating to 
her, as converfation with herfelf or others may have helped me to 


the knowledge of. 


ASPASIA isa native of Miletus, more famous than any other city 
of Ionia for the number of extraordinary perfons it has produced. 
This doubtlefs cannot fo probably be accounted for from any 
efficacy of the climate, as from the affiftance education may be- 
ftow, or the encouragement that arts may receive in one place 
above another. Her quality I find not altogether fettled; many of 
her own fex dwell with fome pleafure on the fuppofed obfcurity of 
her birth, as a circumftance that throws fomething of a fhade over 
the luftre of her character ; and {peak with more certainty than per- 
haps they ought, of the lownefs of her defcent, to take her down 
from that envied height of greatnefs to which her virtues have raifed 
her above the reft of her contemporaries. Nor is it agreed what 
was the chief motive of her coming to Athens: fome fuggeft that 
this was the moft likely place for her advancement, as a theatre on 
which her literary qualities might be difplayed with the moft fuccefs. 
But the fame reafon might probably draw her hither which has 
drawn fo many others of any curiofity or ambition to excel in know- 
ledge, the defire of improving herfelf in a place of the moft allowed 
reputation for learning. However, all agree to {peak of her as 
one in whom are united the higheft endowments of mind and body ; 
the utmoft brightnefs of parts and beauty of perfon ; the one height- 
ened and recommended by all that eafe and grace which travel and 
acquaintance with the beft company beftow; the other improved by; 
a careful ufe of all thofe advantages which a free converfe with all 


the celebrated wits of Greece could give her. Her thoughts were: 
not: 
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LETTER pot confined within the narrow province of domeftick bufinefs, nor 
Lome laid out in acquiring thofe more fhowy and fuperficial accomplifh- 


ments, which too often engage the whole attention of that fex. She 
had gained an early acquaintance with every part of ufeful litera- 
ture; but her favourite ftudies, to which fhe had devoted more care 
and pains, were philofophy and politicks, ANAXAGORAS, one of 
the firft credit for his attainments in natural knowledge, was not 
efteemed fuperior to her in that one point, to which the chief en- 
quiries of a whole life had been direéted ; and the ableft ftatefmen in 
Athens do not better underftand the conftitution of the feveral cities 
of Greece, or more readily difcern thofe nice conjuntures and de- 
pendencies which make up their refpective interefts. She is fup- 
pofed to have imitated the manner, and in fome meafure to have 
formed herfelf upon the pattern of TRAGELIA, her country-woman ; 
one of great art and intrigue, who, by her abilities and addrefs, had 
infinuated herfelf into the confidence of many leading men in 
Greece, learnt their fentiments in publick matters, and, by dif- 
pofing many of them by degrees to think more favourably of the de-. 
figns of the great king, attached them at length to his fervice. But of 
all her high qualities, what could not fail of recommending her to the 
ereateft notice and favour under fuch a government, is, her admirable 
eloquence, and abfolute command over the opinions and affections of 
the hearers. No wonder, that one of fo uncommon a capacity fhould 
draw after her, numbers of fuch an inquifitive nation, to hear her 
leffons of morality, and to be witnefles of her power of perfuafion! 
But is itnot wonderful, HypAspeEs! that fhe, who fo perfectly knows, 
and can fo admirably explain, the excellence of virtue, fhould be fo 
little influenced by it, as fhe is reprefented to have been in her own 
condu&? That fhe, who had fo entire an afcendancy over the 
paflions of others, fhould be fo far wanting in regulating her own? 
Some of the moft confiderable perfons here do not, however, difdain 
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to pay her a conftant attendance, for the fake of their own improve- 4 pe 


ment; and nothing furely can give one a more exalted idea of As- —~—~J 
PASIA’s accomplifhments, than that Socrates, the moft rational of 
the Grecian philofophers, and {carcely inferior to our renowned ZER- 
DUSHT, can learn from her new maxims of wifdom; than that 
PERICLES, the ableft fpeaker and moft confummate ftatefman, fhould 
apply to her to be further improved in the arts of eloquence, and 
more perfectly inftructed in the interefts of Athens. Thefe qualifi- 
cations gained fo far by degrees on the affections of PERICLES, as 
to give great difturbance to his wife, a woman of fome rank and 
{pirit.. They agreed therefore to part, that each might be at liberty 
to make a fecond choice; for the feverer laws of Athens allow not 
our fex to follow-the freer praétice that prevails in Perfia, and to 
aflert the privilege of a plurality of wives, which is uncontefted 
through all the countries of the Eaft. He was married to her im- 
mediately after this feparation ; and many inftances are remembered 
of the extraordinary love which he always expreffed for her. She 
had the addrefs conftantly to maintain the influence fhe had over 
him, but (as it was faid) not the honour to make ufe of it on fuch 
occafions only, as were advantageous to his character, or ferviceable 


to his country. I know many perfons are of opinion, but I believe 
without the leaft foundation, that he was prevailed on by her to en- 
gage Athens in a war, in which its interefts were no way concerned, 


in favour of the Milefians againft the people of Samos. It is cer- 
tain, that fhe attended him hither, and ereéted fome publick mo- 
numents in memory of his conquefts; and it is fuppofed (but ri- 
diculoufly) that fhe had a fhare in that celebrated harangue, made 
in honour of fuch Athenians as were flain in the firft year of the 
war, 
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But PerrciEs was foon after obliged, not only to exert all the 
powers of his eloquence, but to try the lait efforts of his intereft 
and importunity with the judges in her favour, when, upon the 
complaint of Hzrmippus, fhe was publickly accufed of impiety, 
and leading a debauched and diffolute life, by miniftering to the plea~ 
fures of the young Athenians. The former part of the charge at 
Athens is by no means, I think, the worft imputation upon her 
charaéter; fince the explication of natural appearances has been 
underftood here to imply a difbelief of the Deity, and it has been 
dangerous to affert, that the fun, the throne and refidence of the 
radiant Mrruras, is a mafs of fire no bigger than Peloponnefus. 


‘Afperfions are fometimes caft upon AsPAsra’s charaéter, as one 
whofe foul is, they pretend, of too elevated a kind to ftoop to the 
common concerns of houfehold affairs, and who has too extenfive 
views to fhew any regard to matters of fo confined and inferior a 
nature. But thefe are the fufpicions of fuch who fpeak rather from 
general obfervation, than any particular knowledge of AspasiA. 
Many,. who know her, affirm, that her great capacity for publick 
bufinefs does not hinder her paying a proper attention to the private 
duties of domeftick life; nor her {kill in the movements of the pla- 
netary fyftem, give any interruption to the good order and ceconomy 
of her own family. 


After the death of Pericizs fhe married LystcLEs, one of mean 
parts and parentage. ‘Though this circumftance of her life gives one 
no very admirable idea of her temper or character, yet it will help to 
fhew thee what uncommon addrefs and incredible dexterity fhe is 
miftrefs of. For her new hufband, though neither recommended 
by the dignity of his birth, nor his talents for bufinefs, though not 
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{upported by the fplendour of his fortune, or the intereft of his LETTER 
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friends, is advanced, by her fole credit and contrivance, to the ————_ 


higheft offices and honours in the ftate. Adieu. 
G. 


Dek) Per oF Ro’ CX VIL 
CLEANDER fo GoBrRyYaAs. Srom Athens. 


SEND thee, noble fcribe, what thou wilt permit me to call a very 

valuable prefent ; becaufe I am fure thy wifdom will efteem it 
fuch. It is no lefs than a tranfcript of the laws of Sovon. They 
have been fo univerfally celebrated over Europe, that not many years 
ago a certain city on the banks of Tiber, fcarcely known in thefe 
polifhed parts of the world, fent folemn deputies to Athens, who 
were indulged in copying them, and carried home the precious 
charge in triumph to their countrymen. This diftinGtion was juftly 
due to their pre-eminence over thofe of all other ftates; nor can any 
thing raife in thee an higher veneration for them, except thou 
lifteneft to what the Athenians themfelves pretend, that the world 
owes to Attica the invention of laws. So abfurd an affertion is 
equally ridiculous with that concerning their own original from the 
foil they dwell upon, as it fuppofes that legal juftice aad fubordi- 
nation were not dictated to all men by the common voice of nature 
and condition of fociety. Both traditions arofe from the fame prin- 
ciple of vanity, perhaps too in the fame barbarous age of fuperfti- 
tion; and operate in the fame manner on.a credulous and proud 
people. This, however, is an idle fpeculation, and affe&ts not the 
merit of the Athenian pandeé&t; for I am convinced, a better than 
theirs was never formed, for the propagation of perfonal virtue, and 
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the eftablifhment of a popular religion; nor can any more effectu- 
ally promote the various, yet connected interefts of /:berty and com- 
merce, thofe main pillars of national felicity. One piece of policy 
will pleafe thee, among many inftances which thou wilt obferve of 
it in their ftatutes; I mean the brevity prevailing in the forms of 
drawing them, and the forbearing to recite the motives that produced 
each of them. The former leaves no room for evafion or obfcurity ; 
the latter prevents litigioufnefs, becaufe every reafon expreffled by 
the legiflator is the foundation of many fyits, and all men choofe to 
obey the laws upon their own reafons. 


If any inftitution feems blameable, it is that which makes ingrati- 
tude a legal crime. I know it has afforded a fair field of panegyrick 
to the flatterers of Athens, as well for its fingularity, as the fanétion 
it receives from private confcience ; but to me it has always appeared 
either wholly unneceflary, or attended with inconveniences. It is 
unneceflary, becaufe we muft acknowledge it enough (if we confider 
it) that the generality of legiflators endeavour to reftrain us from 
violations of right ; and as to every thing that concerns the duties of 
humanity, fend every man to his own breaft for information. He 
who is acquainted with thofe ations which procure reputation or 
difgrace, knows the natural infamy accompanying the ungrateful. 
He knows, that fuch an one muft feel the pangs of remorfe, and 
the vapours of folitude: he knows too, that fuch charaéters are 
rarely found; for if Providence has made not only our reafon, but 
our weaknefles, prompt us in many cafes to a beneficence almoft dif- 
interefted, then certainly much more to gratitude. 


Thefe indeed are the natural fanétions of this amiable virtue, and, 
one would think, of fufficient force to fecure us from any violations 
of it. But fhould it be fuggefted, that fuch violations occur fome- 
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times in fociety, I grant that they fometimes occur, and, I believe, 
could maintain, that they are provided againft incidentally by the 
laws of all ftates; for they are often fo interwoven with crimes 
of injuftice, as at once to aggravate both the crime and the penalty. 
So far then, in every country, as they are underftood to be agera- 
vations of injuftice, they are the objeéts of the magiftrate’s care, 
As to acts of unmixed and downright ingratitude, they feldom hap- 
pen; and whenever they do, muft be left for punifhment to the 
hatred of mankind, the reproofs of reafon, the torments of con- 
{fcience, and the fanctions of religion. The civil magiftrate ought 
not to interpofe; becaufe while they do not immediately affect the 
peace or rights of fociety, his interpofition would bring on a thou- 
fand inconveniences. No court of judicature can with fuch pro- 
priety define the proportion of one benefit to another, as they can 
compare the nature of contefted claims. Thofe proportions would 
be rated differently in the forum of juftice and the forum of con- 
{cience ; for if juftice reftores to every man no more than his due, 
and gratitude oftén exceeds the real value of a favour, in the return 
it makes for it; then, upon the principles of juftice, no magiftrate 
could oblige me to overpay a benefit, though upon the principles 
of gratitude I fhould think myfelf frequently obliged to do fo. And 
if it be faid, that in cafes which relate to either, the magiftrate 
muft decide according to the rules of each; yet the intention 
of the legiflator moft certainly was, that points of gratitude fhould 
be determined according to the rules of juftice; fince, on the con- 
trary fuppofition, the doing a flight favour to another might be ufed 
as an artful way of extorting a return for it, much greater than its 
value. So that if the magiftrate is willing to avoid various ill con-~ 
fequences, which would flow from a different method of determina-~ 
tion, he muft confider cafes of gratitude in the light of pecuniary 
debts. For which reafon the jurifdi@ion of the magiftrate, as ta 
2 fuch 
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el as fuch cafes, muft operate imperfetly. The proceedings of the forum 
L—~——— of confcience and of juftice moft evidently interfere, and no attempt 
fhould be made to unite them. The principles of juftice would be 
forgot, if thofe of gratitude were always obferved; and the very 
nature of gratitude would be deftroyed, if weighed by the rules, as 
its grace would be loft, if it were enforced by the penalties, of juftice. 
Such a law then founds prettily in the words, yet, when examined, 
is nothing but found. It tends to make the intercourfe of benefits 
among friends as mercenary, as the exchange of commodities in the 
dealings of merchants. It fets men on their guard again{t each 
other; and gives them a referve in accepting kindnefles, left they 


fhould be called upon by law to return them; and therefore un- 


dermines the principle it was intended to fupport. Excellent mini- 
fter, thou wilt forgive the peculiarity of my fentiments; I know 
they are inconfiftent with a law eftablifhed in Perfia, and a law in 
fEgypt; but, if I miftake not, they are deducible both from the 
reafonings of fpeculative philofophers, and the praétice of wife 


legiflators. 


The Athenians are commendable for not confining the judges in 
their determinations to the ftrict letter of the law. In all ftates the 
extremities of too much law, and too little, are to be equally 
avoided. Difcretion and fixed law fhould be mingled together; the 
former to provide againft particular cafes that may arife, and could 
not be forefeen; the latter to be a general rule of aétion: the ° 
one may moderate or add to the rigour of the law; the other pre- 
vents ignorance, difobedience, ficklenefs in the people; in the fudges, 
it prevents favour, hatred, or corruption. For, in order to deter 
the magiftrate from bending the law in fuch a way as to break it, I 
am content the magiftrate fhould be in the power of the law, while 
a difcretionary power is vefted in the magiftrate. And fhould it be 
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objected, that the fituation of the magiftrate would be dangerous and mine 5 
precarious, if he were liable to be called to an account for the ex- C-—-——_J 
ercife of this difcretionary power, it may well be anfwered, that it 
is fit the ftate fhould have an eye over his actions, and that an ap- 
peal fhould lie from his tribunal to the dernier refort. If it appears 
in fome cafes that his judgments are wrong, and that neverthelefs 
he gave them according to confcience and his opinion, the judgment 
may be reverfed, without any infamy attending the judge. But if 
it appears that he has been biafled by evil motives to give even a 
right determination, then he deferves to be punifhed with feverity. 
Such falutary provifions as thefe, againft the licentioufnefs of a bad 
magiftrate, can never become reftraints on the freedom of a good 
one. In Perfia, as all fubordinate judicatures are derived from the 
fovereign, fo they are under his immediate infpedtion ; for he com- 
municates his authority, without quitting the throne, or fharing it 
with any one. And certainly the wifdom and power of a great 
prince muft be much more awful to a magiftrate, than the divided 
councils of a popular affembly. How moving is that leflon of in- 
tegrity to the paflion of fear, which may be learnt from the ex- 
emplary punifhment infli€ted by CAmMBysEs on a corrupt judge! 
He ordered his body to be flayed after his death, and that the feat 
in the court where he prefided, and where his fon fucceeded him, 
fhould be covered with the fkin. ‘Thus the very chair became a 
conftant monitor of duty to the magiftrate. 


The laws of Perfia, noble GospryAs, excel thofe of Athens in 
one point, which is efteemed the perfection, and almoft the defini- 
tion of a free government ; “ that they indulge the greateft liberty of 
“ accufing, with the leaft of calumniating.” For in Athens, if an 
accufation is found to be falfe and malicious, the accufer is only 


fined in a certain fum of money; whereas in Perfia he fuffers all 
thofe 
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ee PES thofe punifhments which would have been infli@ted on the accufed, 


Ly had the accufation been made out. I never refleét on the illuftrious 
inftance which our monarch once gave of his impartial regard to 
this law, without being wrapt in admiration of fuch exalted virtue. 
One of his favourites, thou knoweft, attempted formerly to make 
him fufpe&t the honefty of a faithful officer. The officer was ime. 
prifoned ; the charge being examined, proved groundlefs, and the 
king turned his whole indignation on the perfidious informer. He 
wifely faw, that to have done otherwife would have been to open a 
door to envy, revenge, and defamation; to arm malice with the 
publick authority; and to deprive the throne of its moft facred 


character, “ the proteétion of innocence from {pecious calumnies, 
** or lawlefs oppreffion.” 


C. 
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CLEANDER fo GOBRYAS. 


| plone haft encouraged me, noble fcribe, to tranfmit many papers 
of a political kind to the court of Perfia. I will now open to 

thee the rife and progrefs of the conftitution of Athens, fince it is 
well worth thy notice. They give no account of themfelves before 
Ocycgs, and that is fufficiently romantick. They fpeak of his age 
in the higheft terms of foolifh admiration; and affirm, that when 
the reft of the world was in a ftate of ignorance and darknefs, they 
were flourifhing in arts and power. But after a reign of thirty-two 
years, a flood {wept away not only their cities and hiftorical records, 
but both the monarch and the people. After a long interval of 
time, Cecrops, with fome followers, came out of Egypt, and fettled 
in Attica, where they united into a {mall community. This prince 
built a town, which he called after himfelf, CEcRopra, on the 
rock where the citadel now ftands, and inftituted four tribes. In 
the reign of Cecrops the fecond, they talk of twelve little cities, 
which were difperfed over the country, each of them enjoying fe- 
parate privileges and immunities. Cecropia was the capital, where 
the king refided, to whom, in cafes of difficulty or of danger, the 
fubjects dutifully applied. I will not infift on the hardfhips through 
which TuEsevs ftruggled in his way to the kingdom. It is well 
known, that after having defeated the fons of PANDION, his grand- 
father, who contefted the fovereignty with him, and freed his coun- 
try from the yoke of Minos, he diligently watched over its interefts, 
reformed 
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reformed it, and was properly the firft lawgiver who appeared in it. 


Le ——J _He collected the people into one city, by which means, though he 


added to their ftrength, yet he laid a foundation for continual ani- 
mofities, and gave a lurking principle of death to the conftitution. 
For whenever the body of men that compofe the ftate are united 
in one city, they muft frequently be difturbed by political tempefts. 
In fuch governments the purfuits of ambition engage every man, 
from the greateft to the meaneft; and hence arifes the moft faGtious 
and unfteady genius of a republick. He eftablifhed a common 
court of juftice; and to fhew his reverence to the gods, and efpe- 
cially to the deity from whofe name the town. was called Athens, he 
ordained the feaft Panathenea. To give a fan€tion to his condua, 
THESEUS, like other legiflators, confulted the oracle, and promifed 
to lay down the regal power, referving only the military command, 
and guardianfhip of the laws, to himfelf.. He divided the Athe- 
nians into three ranks, of noblemen, hufbandmen, and artificers. 
The firft excelled in honour, the next in riches, and the third in 
number. Thefe changes were fo well received, that no further al- 
teration was made in their affairs, till after the death of Coprus, by 
the abolition of kings, who at that time retained only the titles.of 
royalty, with no more power than THESEUS, and not fo much au- 
thority. Perpetual and decennial Archons foon funk into annual 
ones; and Draco was at laft nominated, not indeed to alter the 
general plan of the ftate, but to make fome farther and more parti- 
cular provifion in matters of private right. This man, however, 
having little knowledge of mankind, and a very bad opinion of 
them, was unfit for the office; and, with an unparalleled feverity, 
infli€ted death for every offence, as well as that of murder. So that 
it were better to have lived in a ftate of nature, when the law of re- 
taliation took place, than under the favage fyftem of Draco. Thou 
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mayft eafily conjeture, GoBRYAS, no people could bear this. With- ela 
in the fpace of a few years they invefted SoLon with an unlimited U—+—— 
power over the whole ceconomy of their conftitution. _ In the courfe 
of my difpatches I have already given thee fome account how far he 
new-modelled it. It is certain he always defigned to temper the 
people by the nobility; and to check the petulance of thofe who 
have moft intereft in the ftate, by thofe who have moft wifdom in 
it. His republican plans were fomewhat interrupted by the fhort- 
lived influence of PiststRATUS; but on the murder of Hippar- 
cHUS, and the flight of Hippias, his fons, (the laft of whom per- 
fuaded Darius to the deftructive war againft the Greeks,) CLIsTHE- 
NES revived them, and added new laws, both in completion and 


amendment of the fcheme of SOLON. 


The greateft blow that ever was given to the firmnefs and tran- 
quillity of the Athenian government, came from the beft man who 
in any age has lived under it, ARISTIDES ; and he was among the firft 
who felt the conféquences of it. But it was owing, not to choice, 
but to neceflity ; for the people (as I have hinted in a former let- 
ter *) grew turbulent at home, being elated with their fuccefs abroad 
at Platea; fo he agreed to admit them to an equal capacity of bearing 
offices with the three rich orders of the ftate, who were divided by 
SOLON, according to the valuation of their fortunes, and had till 
then compofed the fenate of four hundred. Hence all orders, con- 
trary to the inftitution of SoLon, were promifcuoufly blended, and 
the fenate, not being made up of the natural ariftocracy, were in 
name only diftin from the aflembly, but were divefted in fact of all 
feparate authority. The Demagogues, who were to report matters 
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LETTER from the fenate, propofed them, not only to the determination, but 
i——» to the debate of the people, which to this day maintains two oppo- 


fite parties in the city. Indeed the balance of the republick was 
never well fixed, fince before the expedition of XERXES it was in 
danger of falling into an oligarchy, as it has now fallen into the 
hands of the multitude. Such effeéts are confequent on two ori- 
ginal defects in its fettlement: the firft is an unequal diftribution of 
property, whence a fluctuation of power enfues; and the other is 
an uncertain divifion of privileges between the fenate and people, in 
the tranfaction of bufinefs, which ( joined to the other caufe) produces 
perpetual fedition. As thefe original faults in the conftitution have 
given rife to diforders in the adminiftration, fo a very blameable 
fault, that took its rife in the adminiftration, is like to bear hard on 
the conftitution. I will explain it to thee fully. Thou knoweft it 
is the aim of this republick, and agreeable to the principles on which 
it has been founded, to extend its commerce, and increafe the num- 
ber of its dependent ftates.. It is in purfuance of this plan of em- 
pire, that the youth, when they enter into the fervice, take an 
oath to improve the dominions of Athens to the utmoft of their 
abilities, ‘ while there are vineyards and olive-trees without its 
“ limits.” How often has it fent forth colonies to build new cities, 
armies to fubdue new countries, and brought home the corn of 
fEgypt, and the fpices of Arabia, in the fhips of its wealthy 
traders! Thus they have raifed a name, which is immortal, and 
accordingly for fome time placed themfelves at the head of this 
country. But by cruelty to thofe who openly acknowledged - 
their power, and arrogance over thofe who connived at it, they 
have been forced to contra their views, and, inftead of endea- 
vouring to propagate, they are now labouring to preferve their. 
influence. 
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Noble Gosryas, behold Athens and Lacedemon; the one eee 


formed for encreafe, and the other for frefervation*, ating in con~ Ge 
tradition to the exprefs defign of their lawgivers, and the genius 
of their ftates. The one drawn into a pofture of mere defence, 
by its madnefs in profperity; the other betrayed into an offenfive 


war +, by its own jealoufy and the voice of itsallies. “Then penetrate 
into the dark abyfs of futurity, and refle& on the ruin of Greece. 
C, 
*# See letter cxvili. towards the conclufion., 4 bid. 
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CLEANDER ¢o HIPPIAS. 


Te art acquainted, doubtlefs, with the unbounded liberties 

taken by this people, in cenfuring the conduct of their great 
men. When the national vivacity is fuffered to evaporate in words, 
it feldom breaks out into ation, and their minifters are fafe from 
the fevere penalty of a fine, or the infamy of oftracifm. Some re- 
{traint, however, is to be wifhed, notwithftanding it is wifely neg- 
lected: for though a privilege of that kind, thus openly indulged, 
keeps alive the {pirit of liberty, yet when carried to its utmoft height, 
it may difcourage the honeft and able fervants of the publick, while 
it makes the proud, the wicked, or the ignorant, more irreclaim- 
able, and more defperate. Thou knoweft I have profefled, ever 
fince my arrival in this city, to converfe with all ranks and pro- 
feffions of men in it. The ufe I would make of this I need not ex- 
plain to thee, who art as well verfed in the knowledge of mankind, 
as thou art in the fentiments and weaknefles of thy brother. The 
merchants are fo confiderable a body in the Athenian common- 
wealth, that it was impoffible for one aéting in the double capacity of 
agent for the great king and Hippias of Ephefus, to omit a parti- 
cular application to them. I generally walk down to the Pireeus 
one day in the week, where I difcourfe promifcuoufly with the va- 
rious traders of the place, inquire concerning the imports and ex- 
ports, the prices of commodities, and the number and cargoes of the 
veflels that come into the harbour, or that go out of it. 
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I had an opportunity of feeing a remarkable inftance of the ruling ate 
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paffion I have fpoken of, on occafion of a report which was current (eeepc 


on the quay the other morning, that advice was juft arrived of the 
capture of an Athenian fhip richly laden, by a Corinthian galley of 
fome force, near Salamis. It was faid to be taken in fight of two 
or three men of war, who were fent out by the admiral of the ftate 
on acruize. I confefs it appeared to me, from the circumftances of 
the ftory, that neither the admiral nor his officers, much lefs thofe 
who are at the head of affairs, as worthlefs as their characters, or 
as fickle as their meafures may be, had been guilty of negligence ; 
yet. they were equally blamed, without judgment or humanity. 
The heat of converfation drew out a friend, whom I talked with 
on this fubjeé&t, into general refle€&tions on the profecution of the 
quarrel, the diftrefs of the Athenians, and a moft virulent abufe, not 
only on the prefent, but even the late leaders of the aflembly. “1 
“ am convinced ({aid he) that nothing but a view to private intereft 
“ could have induced Pericues to fo hazardous a ftep, as engaging 
“ with the power of all Greece againft us! No progrefs has been 
“ made in the war from the beginning ; and we are removed further 
“ from the profpedét of peace than at firft. All poflible calamities 
“ are fuffered in Attica; our enemies infult over our wafted country, 
*¢ and never feel the fame inconveniences at home. Indeed the ma- 
“ nagement is lately turned into another channel; yet the face of 
“¢ affairs is not changed. Obferve how trade, the life and glory of 
“ the Athenians, is in all parts carried on with danger, and in fome 
“ prevented entirely. Our intercourfe with the colonies in Afia is 
“ interrupted by the vigilance of the enemy; our traffick with 
“ Agypt is at an end. The Hellefpont, the Euxine, and Agean feas 
“ {warm with the pirates of the leffer iflands, and infeft the paflage 
“ of our fhips; may, they dare to annoy us in the very mouth of 
the Pirzeus; and it is in vain that Athens boats of its fuperiority 
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Pen ret fea, while our ftrength is either unfkilfully ufed, or faintly ex- 
Leaman “ erted. For my own part, I think nothing more defirable than 
peace to a people that exifts by commerce. In the mean time, it 
were worth while for us to put the adminiftration of the war into 
hands that may foon bring it to an end, by conduéting it with 
activity.” 


I affure you, it was no eafy thing for me to ftop my friend in the 
career of his eloquence, to which he had given the reins very freely. 
“‘ If my memory (returned I) does not fail me, it was an opinion 
pretty generally held before the war broke out, that the Corinthian 
“ commerce was increafing fo immoderately, that Athens had reafon 
“ to entertain fome jealoufy. It was faid particularly, that the Co- 
“ rinthians began to fucceed better in the importation of corn than 
this city; and for that reafon it was even efteemed a fortunate 
circumftance, that hoftilities between the Peloponnefians and your 
“ ftate were almoft in courfe inevitable. Nor was it, I believe, of 
little weight in the debates and refolutions, which brought on the 
war, that feveral merchants had prefented a petition to the af- 
fembly, requefting them to enter into fome method of prevent- 
ing the decay of the corn trade, which is one of your moft va- 
luable commodities. At that time it was farther argued, that you 
would be able to injure the commerce of the Peloponnefians, more 
than it would be poffible for them to injure yours. Yet you are 
impatient at the leaft lofs of your own, though it be abundantly re- 
compenfed by the loffes of yourenemy. You were then too fan- 
guine to think of the difficulties that attend a war, and you talk 
inconfiftently now. You looked upon victory as the infeparable 
companion of your fleets, and fancied the name of Athens would 
awe the ftates of Greece into fubmiffion. Behold how the event 
“ differs from the expectation! The only refource left for the dif- 
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** appointed is to be angry with their leaders. For as it is ufual LETTER 


arifing from his own imprudence to ill fortune, fo it is no lefs 
ufual for thofe who fuffer in the confequence, without being con- 
cerned in the management, to impute the faults arifing from ill 
fortune to a want of prudence. Were I to act asa minifter on the 
*$ theatre of the republick, next to my integrity, Iown I would com- 
** fort myfelf with this refle@tion, that the wifdom of THEmrs- 
“* TOCLES, ARISTIDES, CrMoON, and PERIcLEs, could never fatisfy 
** the body of Athenian merchants.” 


I am ienfible, deareft Hippias, thou doft not think thyfelf con- 
cerned in thefe remarks. Above indulging the rough petulance of 
pride, or the filly fuggeftions of ignorance, thou doft not fet an ex- 
travagant value on thy own importance to thy country, nor forget 
to make proper allowances for the miftakes of thy governors; re~ 
membering, that they judge before the event, and thou judgeft after 
it. The merchants who traflick under the protection of the great 
king are much fitter fubjedts for the comparifon which poets have 
drawn in their fancy, between the induftry of bees and that of 
traders, than the merchants of this city. The latter imitate the frugal 
inhabitants of the hive in nothing but their attention to wealth ; and 
though they contribute a fhare of it to fupport their country, yet mur-~ 
mur and repine at thofe who difpofe of it; while the former, (agree- 
ably to what curious naturalifts have obferved of the fame animals,) 
intent on their proper bufinefs, and meddling not with things beyond 
their reach, if the affairs of their king fhould require it, would lay 
the whole of that wealth with pleafure at the foot of his throne. 
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CLEANDER /¢o SMERDIS. 


« M* fituation obliges mé to a conftant negiect of ZERDUSHT’s 

inftitutions; but his everlafting law fhall prevail in my 
heart, where I cannot make open profeffion of it. I can here 
give no outward expreffions of my faith, and, to all appearance, am 
as much an idolater as thofe I converfe with. I dare not fo much 
as put on the badge of our religion, the facred girdle. I am eye- 
witnefs of numberlefs unneceflary pollutions of the elements; and 
pafs by, without fhewing difguft, fuch abominations, as it would ill 
become me to repeat to the holieft of the Magi. I am fatisfied, that 
the precepts of ZERDUSHT are wife, but cannot always be followed. 
Many righteous Perfians die childlefs; yet it feems to be enjoined 
as a duty, that all fhould leave children behind them. “ Children 
“* (fays the prophet) are a bridge that reaches to Paradife. How 
« fhall ye pafs over, if ye have provided no bridge? The angel 
“ fhall afk every foul, if he have provided children; if he anfwer 
“ no, the foul that has contributed fo little to fociety, fhall himfelf 
“ be left defolate on the banks of a river, where he fhall fee the freth 


* The letters of moral and religious fpeculation in CLEANDER’s correfpondence may 
be divided, like the dialogues of PLatro, and the philofophick pieces of other great 
men of antiquity, into the efoterick and exoterick. ‘Thofe which contain his inward 
dottrine, are addreffed to Orsames; but thofe of the oppofite turn, toSMERDis. In 
Letter ciii. he tells his friend, the young nebleman, that ‘¢ his fentiments of all the 
“ known modes of popular worfhip are unfettled ;” yet here, and in other epiftles to 
the Mage, we find him fcrupuloufly attached to the little forms and ceremonies of 
the religion he profeffed. ‘This can be reconciled on no other fuppofition, than 
that he had adopted the double dodtrine of his favourites, the Greek philofophers. 
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“ {prings and blooming fruits of Paradife, but hall never be able to L oe 
“ arrive at them.” 


—— 
“ Again, (faid ZeRpusutT,) if thou knoweft that a corpfe is 
“hid in the earth, and fuffereft it to lie there, and defile that ele- 
“ment, it fhall be a fcorpion in thy clothes, and a ferpent* in thy 
“bed ;” a precept which can by no means be complied with in 
Greece, where it is the cuftom to bury all the dead. 


The planting of a tree is always a practicable duty, and very ufe- 
ful to pofterity. In this particular I have greatly exceeded the com- 


mandment; I have a fair garden of fruit-trees near Ephefus to tef- 
tify it, a long avenue of limes in PHILEMON’S eftate, a rifing grove 
of pines in Salamis; not to mention that beautiful olive, which I 
religioufly planted in the peaceful gardens of the Magi. 


[ read the books of our prophet; I thrice a day proftrate myfelf 
to MiruHRAs; and when I eat I give fomething to the dogs, to re- 
mind me of the duties of charity. Before I wath, or take my reft, 
or go upon bufinefs, or a journey, I ufe the forms prefcribed by 
ZERDUSHT ; and becaufe thefe compliances are very imperfeét, 

‘I folemnly obferve the feaft of CuérpAp to expiate the neceflary 
omiffions of duty. I fubmit with reverence to thy cenfures, SMER- 
pis; “ for the rebukes of a prieft, a parent, and an inftruétor, thall 
“* be received with meeknefs, (fays ZERDUSHT,) for their fervices 


“¢ can never be repaid.” 


Happy art thou in the recefles of Ba@tria, guarded by miniftering 
genii, who will not fuffer the fufpicion of guilt to reft upon thee! 
Temperance governs thy meals, and fweet fleep attends thy bed. 
Thou rifeft before Miruras, and awaiteft his coming with thy 
fupplications, and lieft proftrate before him, till he has mounted far 
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above the horizon. ‘Thou feedeft the facred fires of BALCH with 
precious oils, and with odorous flowers and fpices, which thou ga- 
thereft from the garden of the Magi. At noon, when thou retireft to 
thy myrtle bower, thou hymneft the praifes of OROMASDES, more 
melodioufly than the Thracian ORPHEUS, who, they tell us, ap- 
peafed the infernal powers with the mufick of his lyre. 


When thou vifiteft thy folitary cave, all nature lies open before 
thee. Thou refle@teft on the regular change of the feafons, that 
mark of an invariable beneficent Providence. ‘Thou ftudieft the 
courfe of the heavenly bodies, and comprehendeft in thy capacious 
mind that circulation of time which contains all their revolutions. 
The concave of the heavens thou haft delineated on the arched roof 
of thy grotto, and adorned the horizon with the emblems of a ba- 
lance, a rule, and a bridle, to fignify weight, meafure, and the 
guidance of OROMASDES. 
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ARTAPHERNES ¢o CLEANDER. From Sardis. 
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wa 


I HAVE lately received an order under the imperial fignet, which LETTER 


calls me away from this place to aflift in the fupreme council upon , 


the vacancy by MecAByzus’s death. The government of Sardis, 
and the care of the province, are entrufted to PisurHNEs during 
my abfence, who will find all things in a ftate of perfect tranquil- 
lity. Sardis is fo ftrongly fortified, and its magazines are at pre- 
fent fo well fupplied, that without that fabulous fecurity, to which 
it trufted in ancient times, it may juftly be called to this day the 
key of the Leffler Afia; and a place of this ftrength in the hands of 
faithful governors will always have a great influence over the neigh- 
bouring provinces. Excufe me, CLEANDER, if I cannot help re- 
capitulating the circumftances of my own life, and the interefting 
events in my family, which have in a particular manner engaged my 
affections to this place. My father, ARTAPHERNES, in joint com- 
mand with Datis, revenged upon the Greeks the injury they did 
to Darius, when they reduced this city to afhes; and they have 
feen it rebuilt by me, the grandfon of another ARTAPHERNES, who 
valiantly held out the citadel againft them, while the reft of Sardis 
was in flames. In the old city the houfes were chiefly built of cane ; 
which was the occafion that the conflagration fpread fo inftantly ; 
but there are now no buildings but of brick or ftone. The forum, 
which was originally a noble defign, has been in this reign confider- 
ably enlarged. ‘The river Pactolus, thou knoweft, runs through 
the midft of it; and it takes in a view of the Tmolus, with its fruit- 
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ful vines, and the fprings falling down its fides. I have enjoyed 
here, for the greateft part of my time, a ftate of eafe with dignity. 
When the province of Lydia was added to my former government, 
[ entered upon a more unquiet {cene ; but that lafted no longer than. 
to give me an opportunity of approving the zeal and fidelity of my 
conduct to ARTAXERXES ; and I now leave the province with lefs. 
reluctance, fince his fervice requires it from me. 


It was refolved in the council of feven, a little before MEGA- 
BYZuS’s death, that a body of fixty thoufand choice troops fhould 
be appointed to encamp near Sardis early in the next fpring. By 
this the Greeks will be made fenfible, that Perfia is preparing to 
take a part in the Peloponnefian quarrel, and intends not to let flip 
fo critical a conjunQure, as the prefent may feem, to cancel the dif- 
grace of former treaties. If my advice fhall be of any weight in 
the councils of Perfia, I fhall earneftly infift upon the claims already 
made being adhered to, as conditional to our entering into a league 
with Sparta. XERXES laid claim even to the dominion of Greece ;. 
becaufe PELops, a vaflal of his anceftors, had tranfplanted thither 
a colony of the Lydians, and fubdued the peninfula, called after 
him the Peloponnefus. I will not take upon me to afcertain his pre- 
tenfions; fince this happened fo long ago as under the old Affyrian 
monarchy. But of this I am fure, that unlefs our prefent demands 
be complied with, of a free navigation on the Grecian feas, and that 
ARTAXERXES be put in full poffeffion of the colonies in Afia, which 
are founded upon much more defenfible pretenfions, there can no 
league be granted to Sparta, but by our affifting that republick on: 
very difhonourable and difadvantageous terms. 


It has been thought expedient, that fome experienced officers, who 
have ferved in Greece, fhould review our new-raifed forces in their 
winter 
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winter quarters, and make improvements in the military difcipline ae 
after the Grecian manner. This was wifely fuggefted, and at a Very nme 
proper time, in a letter to MEGAByzus. The fatal mifcarriages of 


our undertakings again{ft the Greeks ought indeed to have convinced 


us, that the arts of war and conqueft are to be learnt from our ene- 
mies; a truth, CLEANDER, which my father ARTAPHERNES, after 
many glorious and faithful fervices, lived to inculcate from his own 
experience ; happy in this at leaft, that the part he acted was always 
great, though the fortune of his life was various. 


I much applaud myfelf, CLEANDER, for having recommended 
thee to the fervice of the great king, who with fuch unwearied dili- 
gence haft watched over the affairs of Greece. I am not ignorant 
that, notwithftanding thou haft deferved fo well of Perfia, there are 
fome who have fhewn themfelves very infenfible of thy merits, But 
continue to ferve our fovereign with the fame fpirit and refolution, 
and affure thyfelf of always finding ARTAPHERNES in the number 
of thy moft zealous friends, Adieu. 


L. 
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CLEANDER ¢o Gosryas. . From Athens. 


was yelterday morning furprized by a vifit from Zopyrus; 

and think it my duty, noble fcribe, to give thee a recital of the 
conver{ation, as I know thou art attentive to his behaviour, not only 
becaufe of thy perfonal concern for the family of MecaByzus, but 
becaufe of the confequences of his future rafhnefs or fobriety to thy 
mafter and thy country. Thou maytft eafily conjecture, that during 
my refidence in the palace of my ever-honoured patron, I had con- 
tracted fome acquaintance with him, for the fake or his own parts 
and {pirit, and of his relation to that great man. I was a good deal 
ftruck with feeing him again, after an interval of many years; and 
though I could not receive him otherwife. than affeCtionately, yet, 
on account of his late proceedings, I was willing to fhew him a . 
little degree of coolnefs and referve. He prevented all my queftions, 
by telling me, that he had taken Ephefus in his way from Sufa, and 
had feen my brother Hippias, from whom he learnt that we were 
embarked together in trade, and that I was fettled here to carry on 
that part of it which depended on the commodities of Greece, while 
he managed every thing which belongs to the traffick of the Eatft. 


As foon as the ordinary compliments were over, his countenance, 
on a fudden, loft its gaiety, and aflumed an air that befpoke a difla- 
tishied mind. ‘“ You may wonder, (faid he,) if you have not heard 
“ my ftory, what could draw Zopyrus from the feat of his friends 
“ and kindred, to engage in the company and projeéts of bold ad- 

“* venturers ; 
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venturers ; nor when you have heard it, will there be room for LETTER 
wonder.” “ It is true, (returned I,) no man in Athens can be a Doone 
ftranger to the character or hiftory of Mrcasyzus and his fons ; 
much lefs can I, whofe curiofity would prompt me to inquire 
into, as well as whofe gratitude would make me anxious for, the 
fate of your illuftrious houfe, be uninformed or uninterefted in 
its honour or reproach.” ‘ You know then (replied Zopyrus) 
all that has pafled fince the death of my father; nor would I 
choofe, by relating it to you, to trace over in my mind thofe 
misfortunes which I with might be for ever blotted out of my own 
memory and the annals of pofterity. But fuch is the nature of 
difgrace, that when it has fallen upon us, it is perpetually haunt- 
ing our thoughts; fince its impreffions are more lively and lafting 
than thofe of happinefs. After the iniquity of APOLLONIDES 
was difcovered and punifhed, I afked the king to beftow on me 
the government of Damafcus; a requeft in which I fancied my- 
felf fufficiently fupported by my birth and quality, and my dili- 
gence in the army. By means of that fa@ion which has been 
long working in vain to ruin the credit of MEGAByzus, it was 
refufed me; and though I was civilly told I fhould one day be re- 
membered, I regarded it as unbecoming the fon of a minifter 
who had deferved fo well for his abilities, to endure a repulfe 
without refenting it. In this too I follow his own example, and 
approve myfelf the heir of his virtues, who deferted the fervice of 
his prince with the fame zeal, and from the fame principle, which 
diftinguifhed him from all others, when he acted in it.” “ You 
forget (faid I) one part of your father’s condudt, the moft ho- 
nourable part of it, his returning to court and to his duty. Thus 
you feem to propofe a very partial imitation of him. Forgive me, 
ZopyRus, that I take upon me the privilege of a friend, and ad- 
vife you to confider well, before you purfue fuch meafures as may 
 blaft 
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blaft thofe hopes which your country has conceived of you, and 
put a reconciliation with ARTAXERXES beyond your power. I 
defire not to enter into the fecret policy of your {chemes, whether 
they are well laid, and likely to fucceed; or whether they are re- 
fined and fantaftick.” ‘ As to thefe, (anfwered he,) be under 
no concern.” ‘ Yes, (replied I,) you muft permit me to be con- 
cerned for your fafety; nor impute this to an over-difhdence 
arifing from experience, but to a well-timed difcretion: for if 
men in years are apt to be flow in refolving, becaufe they think 
it difficult to corre€&t the bad confequences of imprudence; re- 
member, that youth, miftaking the reverfe of wrong for right, 
imagine their fpirit will make amends for the errors of their judg- 
ment. In what way did you leave Sufa?” “T left it (returned 
he) without defiring an audience of leave, or conferring with any 
of the minifters. As foon as GopryAs delivered me the king’s 
anfwer, which, I muft confefs, he did in the moft obliging man- 
ner, | went abruptly from court, to feek ARTYPHIUS, my bro- 
ther, who at that time was in the foreft of Nyfa. He endea- 
voured to give me comfort under my difappointment ; but I de- 


‘ fpifed it with reafon, and told him, that I faw the adminiftration 


of affairs would fall into the hands of TERYBAZUs the treafurer, 
and BacoraAzées the cup-bearer, my father’s avowed enemies ; 
that he might expe@ our family would meet with no encou- 
ragement from them; and it were well if we did not feel the 
effets of their oppreffion. I added, that for my own part I 


_was determined to be out of their reach, to court the protection 


of fome foreign power, or plant a colony in fome diftant country. 
Soon after I fet out for Athens, where I looked for an hofpitable 
reception from the gratitude of this city to my mother*; and you 
fee I have found it, and am thankful for it.” 


* Vid. Ctef. Fragm. 
“© Methinks, 
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* Methinks, (anfwered I,) you were governed by a rath jealoufy sl 
“in miftrufting the honour of the king, and believing that the craft W—-.___us 
*¢ of any fervant could induce him to negleé&t the fons and depend- 
“ ants of Mecasyzus. How much better had it been for you to 
“* have waited the leifure of our fovereign; nor thought yourfelf 
“¢ difgraced in a denial of the firft requeft! You had now been in 
** pofleffion of a rich fatrapy, or honoured with.a mark of dif- 
* tinction. In what ftate can you expect to find equal favour or 
*¢ fecurity with that which Sufa can afford you? And as to found- 
*¢ ing a colony, you will meet with too many difficulties to make 
“¢ it either fafe or defirable, and be attended with too few followers, 
** to prevent it from being abfurd or impraéticable. Would not 
*¢ your time have been employed more worthily for a young man, 
** more agreeably to yourfelf, and in the end perhaps profitably to 
* Perfia, in the purfuit of ufeful literature with the fages of Greece 
** and gypt, in ftudying the fublime do@trines of ZoROASTER 
“¢ with the Magi, or in learning the art of war under the greateft 
“* officers of the Eaft, than in hearkening to the infinuations of flat- 
** terers, and following the counfels of the defperate? Is it not 
*¢ prepofterous for a man to put himfelf into the hopelefs condition 
“ of one, who has abandoned his country for a crime committed in 
“ it, by flying at the firft unneceflarily in a hafty fally of refentment, 
** and then doing fuch actions as muft banifh him for ever from it? 
“ But at the fame time that I tell you what different things I ex- 
** pected from the innate difpofition to virtue, and excellent under- 
** ftanding I have long fince obferved in you, it gives me pleafure | 
** to reflect, that you cannot be difgufted at the truth or the freedom 
“ of my cenfures.” “ And you would then (replied he) advife me 
“ toreturn?”’ Without doubt, (faid I;) can you a& more wifely- 
“* in refpe&t of ARTypuivus and the reft of your relations, (for as 
“ to yourfelf, I will urge nothing farther, as it is, Iam convinced, 
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a confideration of the leaft weight with you,) I fay in refpe& of 
thofe whom you fo much efteem, can you act more wilely, than 
in making a proper fubmiffion to the court? ‘Will not your rafh- 
nefs bring fufpicions upon them, preclude the favours of the king, 
and perhaps prove at laft their ruin?” “ That is impoffible (in- 
terrupted he with fome eagernefs). Their fuccefs will depend on 
their own behaviour. CLEANDER, I am never angry with one who 
feems to wifh me well; but I defire you would neither trouble 
yourfelf nor me any longer on this fubje@. You are an incom- 
petent judge of my defigns, as you are unacquainted with them ; 
and to ftep back, when I am advanced {0 far, would be both timo- 
rous and inconfiftent.” 


Such was our converfation, noble GosryAs; fuch are often the 


fuggeftions of a generous mind, mifled by youthful vanity, and un- 


fortunately betraying its weaknefs, when it means to difcover its 
ftrength. Thus the young Zopyrus, incapable of diftinguifhing 
betwixt perfeverance and obftinacy, is bent on nothing but acting a 
confiftent part, however indifcreet a one; as if uniformity, for the 
fake of uniformity, were not a mere imaginary beauty in a great 


character. 
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CHARICLES fo CLEANDER. 


IMAGINE thou wilt not think I enter into an unneceflary detail, pote R 


XXXII. 


if, befides laying before thee an account of the manner in which (jsemed 


I executed thy commiffions at Sufa, I enlarge my letter with fome 
particulars of my journey thither, and of the ftate in which I found 
affairs at my arrival. 


I had no fooner faluted my father Hippias and his family at 
Ephefus, than I fet out for Sardis; where, upon informing P1- 
SUTHNES, the governor, that I was fent exprefs to court with dif- 
patches from Athens, he gave me immediate orders for poft-horfes, 
and the beft guides which the province afforded. Under their direc- 
tion I proceeded forward through Phrygia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, Ar- 
menia, and Affyria, till I arrived at Sufa, {topping no where any 
longer than was neceffary to take refrefhments, and change our horfes, 
at the feveral publick ftations, which, by the liberality of our mo- 
narchs, are erected in fuch numbers through the provinces for the 
accommodation of travellers, that, (as thou muft have obferved) 
there are not lefs than an hundred and eleven in the road between 
SARDis and Susa™*. Except. the inconveniences arifing from the 
fatigue of fo long and continued a journey, it was not difagreeable 
to take a furvey, though a tranfitory one, of countries varying in, 


* The erecting of poft-offices for the conveyance of the king’s and governor’s 
difpatches was an ‘in{titution of Cyrus’s. For a further account of this matter, fee 
Roxin’s Ancient Hiftory, vol. ii. 
Y 2 their 
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LETTER their fituation, nature, and manners; to afcend mountains famous 


CXXXIII. 


L—— J for their height and iteepnefs; to crofs rivers which vifit different 


kingdoms in their paflage; and to traverfe plains with the peaceful 
retinue of a traveller, where the fate of empires has been decided. 
In particular, I could not help being ftruck with the contraft be- 
tween Lydia and Cappadocia. The former entertains one with a 
view of well cultivated extended plains, hills crowned with the fineft 
woods, and watered by gentle rivulets. The latter prefents one with 
rough craggy mountains, whofe fides are worn by the torrents roll- 
ing down them; vallies furrounded with dreadful precipices, and 
rivers which, in the rapidity of their courfe, overflow their banks, 
and lay wafte the country for many parafangs. I met on the road 
the equipages of feveral young fatraps, who have commands in the 
army which is to affemble near Sardis ; and was grieved to find, that 
the number of covered litters and baggage-waggons, which tend to 
enervate the difcipline of our troops, and retard their motions, was 
not decreafed amongft them; but I have fince heard, that upon the 
reprefentation of HyparNes, who is appointed general of thofe 
forces, ftri&t orders have been iffued to retrench the number of fuch 
magnificent incumbrances. On my arrival at Sufa, I paid my firft 
refpeéts to the chamberlain Hypaspzs, who, induced by that af- 
fe€tionate regard which he expreffes for all who come recommended 
from thee, received me with open arms, and appointed me a lodg- 
ing in the fpacious apartments allotted him in the palace. I was by 
him introduced to Gosryas, whom we found dictating to the 
{cribes about him difpatches to the different quarters of the empire. 
There is a politenefs and humanity in the countenance and addrefs 
of Hypasprs, which even at firft fight gives you a love for his 
perfon ; but the penetrating eye and fenfible look of Gosryas, his 
head grown prey in the fervice of his prince, and the dignity ef his. 
whole appearance, infpire a refpeét, not lefs due to the merits of his 

character 
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character than the eminence of his ftation. ‘That great minifter, rier 
after reading your letters, and exprefling the fatisfaction he always ——~— 
receives from them, entered into converfation with me for three 
hours on the pofture of affairs in Greece. During the time it 
lafted, I was doubtful which moft to admire, his condefcenfion in 
hearing me difcourfe upon fubje€&ts wherein he was fo much my fu- 
perior,.or the extent of his capacity, which prefented every thing 
to his view; and the exactnefs of his judgment, which fuffered no 
particular to efcape him unexamined or unaccounted for. I find by 
the idea he has formed of CLEON’s character, and the queftions he 
afked me relating to him, he thinks that turbulent Athenian may 
either be brought over to the Perfian intereft, or at leaft made ufe 
of advantageoufly, in regard to the great projet which he has in 
view, of eftablifhing the tranquillity of the empire, by weakening 
the Grecian ftates through the means of one another. He feems 
extremely impatient for the arrival of the Lacedemonian embafly, 
and apprehenfive that if a blow is ftruck on either fide before Perfia 
has taken her part. in the war, the contending republicks will con- 
clude a fudden peace: but he added, that as the jealoufies which 
occafioned this rupture would continue, he fcarcely thought it would 
be durable. I endeavoured, in obedience to thy inftructions, to dif- 
cover how far he would comply with thy defire of being recalled 
from thy hazardous employment; but from the manner in which he 
received the hints I let fall, and the unanimous opinion of thy other 
friends, I think it by no means proper to prefs that affair any farther 
at prefent. When our conference was ended, he told me he hoped 
the court of Sufa would afford pleafures fufficient to detain me 
here fome time; not, added he fmiling, that we will keep you as 
an hoftage for your uncle’s fidelity; but fince in two or three 
months we may have occafion to fend him difpatches of the higheft 
importance, I would willingly fecure fo trufty and expeditious a mef- 
fenger 


EE 
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yeuees fenger as yourfelf to convey them. I replied, I fhould expe& his 


J. permiffion and commands before I thought of returning to Athens ; 
and fo took my leave. 


Amidft the variety of obje€ts to engage my attention here, I have 
not been unmindful, as far as opportunity ferved, to inquire into 
the points which thou gaveft me in charge; viz. the continuance of 
thy enemies practices, and the ftate of parties at the court. As to 
the firft, [am well aflured, that the intereft of GoBryaAs, fo feafon- 
ably exerted in your behalf, and the expreflions which the king 
himfelf ufed in your favour, were more than fufficient to confound 
their malevolent defigns. But depend upon it, the malice of TERI- 
BAZUS, whatever countenance he puts on, is by no means dimi- 
nifhed; he ftill refents the difappointment of his chimerical alliance, 
which he attributes to thy artifice; and whenever his power can 
fecond his inclination, thou art like to feel the effets of his difplea- 
fure; fo true is the old maxim, that thofe who commit an injury 
can never forgive. The animofities between him and Gosryas, 
which were carried on with great warmth on both fides, are now to 
all outward appearance fubfided, in obedience to the king’s exprefs 
dire&tion, who fent for them into his apartment, and exhorted them 
to unite, at this important juncture, in carrying on his fervice ; 
“ And if there muft be a contention between you, (faid the king,) 
* let it be in promoting fuch meafures as tend to my honour and 
“ the publick welfare.” 


Your patron is thought to have carried a great point in bringing 
ARTAPHERNES into the council of feven, when the intereft of T1s- 
SAPHERNES, mafter of the horfe, was ftrongly efpoufed by TER1- 
BAZUS. In few words, I take the interefts of thefe two minifters 
to lic thus: Gosry4s is ftrongly fupported by a perfonal fhare in 
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the king’s favour, and the general efteem which the integrity of his 
behaviour, and his experience in bufinefs, have gained him through- 
out the Eaft. ‘TEr1Bazus relies on his addrefs in creating depend- 
ants to himfelf, his never-failing management of court-intrigues, and 
the intereft which he always takes care to cultivate with thofe ladies 
whofe charms at any time make the deepeft impreffion on his matter. 
Whilft he pays the moft fervile court to the reigning monarch, he 
neglects not recommending himfelf to the future one, by the means 
of PHARNALYAs, chief eunuch to XERxEs*. That young prince 
affords but a difagreeable profpeét to Perfia. Shut up in the inmoft 
recefles of his palace, he devotes his whole life to effeminate plea- 
fures ; beftowing his confidence and bounties on thofe only who can 
heighten luxury with moft elegance, and keep his vicious inclina- 
tions perpetually alive by frefh fcenes of debauchery. Alike regard- 
lefs of the happinefs of nations, which will one day be entrufted to 
his care, and the wife admonitions of his father, he plunges out of 
one courfe of riot into another, without any real inclination to virtue, 
er even fenfe of fhame. SocprANnus, the eldeft of the king’s ille- 
gitimate children, is remarkable for an outward generofity and open- 
nefs of temper, is fond of manly fports, and affeéts making himfelf 
agreeable to the foldiery; but thofe who know him beft, affure me 
he is a mafter of the art of diffimulation, and has at the bottom a 
great mixture of brutality and roughnefs. Ocuus ftill continues in 
the government of Hyrcania, where he behaves himfelf to the ge- 
neral fatisfaction of the people t. It’ is remarked, that the pro- 


* Hiftory confirms the characters which Cuartc es gives of thefe princes. XERXEs, 
who fucceeded his father, reigned but a few days, being aflaflinated by his brother 
Socpranus, after a debauch, in which he had drunk to excefs. The latter ufurped 
the crown, but foon made himfelf fo unpopular by his many acts of cruelty, that al- 
moft the whole empire joined in fupporting the claim of OcHus, who took the name 
of Darius Noruus, and was one of the wifeft and beft monarchs that ever fat on 
the Perfian throne. Note by the Tranflator. 


+ Ibid. 
vinces 


167 


1 il Oy EB Oo 2 
CXXXIII. 
ean alee 


168 


LETTER 
CXXXIII. 


oe 2S mae Oe oe Om Lae 18 i al =e. ea 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


vinces never enjoyed a ftate of fuch profound tranquillity ; which is 
attributed, in a great meafure, to the exact obfervance of an excel- 
lent regulation eftablifhed by our ancient monarchs; viz. the fending 
of infpeétors, of approved juftice and difcernment, annually through 
the empire, to examine the behaviour of the governors, and hear 
the complaints of the fubjects. 


Thus have I laid before you the prefent face of things in this court, 
with more freedom than your Perfian friends would venture to do, 
and with an impartiality (unbiafled, as I am, to any fide) which 
will make amends for the other deficiencies of this narration. If I 
were not fenfible how much you prefer the real offices of refpect to 
the moft eloquent profeffions of them, I might lengthen out this 
letter by acknowledgments of your kindnefs to me at Athens, and the 
recommendations with which you accompanied me hither. Give 
me leave, however, to fay this, that I fhall think myfelf unworthy 
the near relation I bear to you, when I ceafe making your virtues the 
pattern of my actions, and your inftructions the rule of my conduct. 


P. 


The End of the fixth Year of the Peloponnefian War. 


Io 
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4d. M. 3579. Fourth Year of the 88th Olympiad. 


The feventh Year of the Peloponnefian War. 
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CLEANDER ¢o GOBRYAS. 


FTER having difpatched away CHARICLES to Sufa, with the LETTER 
fulleft account of the ftate of affairs in this city, I refolved to Seas Op 
defer writing, till it could reafonably be conjectured upon what plan 
the campaign of this fummer would proceed, and where the ftrefs 
of the war would lie. I cannot fay that things are yet arrived at a 
crifis important enough to determine the laft refolutions of the con- 
tending ftates, as to peace amongft themfelves, or further alliances 
with foreign powers; but fome late remarkable tranfaétions. about 
Pyztus, which begin to draw the force and attention of Greece to 
thofe parts, induce me to lay before the Perfian council the ftate of a 
war, which ambition, mutual jealoufies, and domeftick faCtions, have 
lengthened out to its feventh year. 


Pyxus is a fort fituated in the territory of the Meffenians, not 
above four hundred ftadia from Sparta itfelf. The place is by na- 
ture extremely ftrong, particularly towards the fea, where the coaft 
is defended by a chain of rocks; and it has the advantage of a fafe 
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and {pacious harbour. A little off the fhore lies the {mall defart ifland 
of Sphaéteria, which fo ftreightens the entrance of the port, that no 
more than two fhips can enter abreaft. Early in the fpring the 
Athenians fent out a fleet of forty fail, under the command of So- 
PHOCLES and EuryMEDON, to aflift their allies in Sicily. They 
had likewife inftructions to ftop at Corcyra in their paflage, and re- 
duce the remains of the ariftocratical fa@ion there, who have taken 
up arms, and fortified themfelves in the mountains. DEMOSTHENES, 
the late general in /tolia, who was on board the fleet, advifed them, 
in a council of war, to detach a fquadron, and take pofleffion of 
Pylus. He reprefented it as a place of great importance, which 
would give them an opportunity of making incurfions into Laconia, 
and retaliating upon the Lacedemonians the ravages which Attica had 
fuffered during the war. He argued farther, that it would animate 
the Meffenians, who had been fubdued and cruelly treated by the 
republick of Sparta, to throw off the yoke, and excite the Helots to 
rife, and free themfelves from the oppreffions of harfh and fevere 
mafters. However plaufible this propofal might appear, the other 
generals refufed to give their confent to it; for they urged, that the 
advantages of feizing Pylus would not countervail the charge and 
difficulty of keeping it. Obferve the caprice of fortune, noble 
{cribe ; chance effected what all the plaufible reafoning of DEmos- 
THENES could not compafs. A contrary wind arifing in their paf- 
faze, drove them into the very harbour of Pylus, where, as they 
were obliged to land and refrefh their men, the foldiers took fuch a 
liking to the place, that, without ftaying for orders, they began to 
fortify it of themfelves, and in fix days time put it out of any danger 
of a furprize. It was in vain for the officers to oppofe the work, 
when once it was put in execution, and they found it agreeable to the 
army. ‘They therefore made DEMosTHENES governor.of the fort, 
left him a {mall garrifon and five fhips to defend it, and held on their 
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eourfe for Corcyra. The news of taking Pylus found Sparta engaged LETTER 


in the celebration of fome great feftival; and though at firft they U-+~——J 


affected to defpife it, the magiftrates, upon better confideration, fent 
orders to their king Acis, who had entered Attica at the head of 
the Peloponnefian army, and was laying waite an exhaufled country, 
to return immediately, and expel the Athenians from Pylus. They 
alfo ufed their utmoft diligence in aflembling a fleet from Corinth, 
and their other allies, to block up the place by fea. The fubmiffion 
and exaétnefs with which the mandates of the Ephori are obeyed is 
inexpreflible. ‘The land army, amounting to twelve thoufand men, 
which had ftayed but fifteen days in Attica, decamped immediately, 
and marched towards the extremity of Peloponnefus, to form the 
fiege of Pylus. About the fame time a fquadron of fixty fail ap- 
peared off the place, and put the garrifon out of all hopes of receiv- 
ing provifion or relief. DEmMosTHENES, on the point of being be- 
fiezed both by land and fea, fent an account of his diftrefs to N1- 
cIAs, commander of the Athenian fquadron at ZACYNTHUS, de- 
firing immediate fuccours, without which he could not anfwer for 
the fafety of the place; and at the fame time he difpatched meflengers 
hither, to requeft that further reinforcements might be got ready 
with all expedition; but, unluckily for the Athenians, there have 
been fo many delays, to which their counfels are very liable, that the 
Lacedzmonians have made all their preparations without difturbance. 
We hear they have invefted Pylus on all fides ; their land forces have 
caft up intrenchments, and are preparing machines to attack the walls. 
THRASYMELIDAS, the admiral, is ready to {hut up the entrance of 
the port with a double line of galleys, and has thrown a detachment 
of picked men into the ifland of Sphaéteria, in order to complete 
the blockade, and prevent the only thing they are apprehenfive of, 
the relief of Pylus by fea. Moft people here, from the fmallnefs of 
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ich oer the garrifon, and the ftrength of the befieging army, give the place 
Ww —.—— for loft, unlefs Nrcras makes fome brifk and fpeedy effort to raife 
the fiege; but that, his enemies affirm, is not to be expected, from 


the timidity of his nature, and the flownefs of his refolutions. 


As I am now writing, noble feribe, I am told, that an exprefs, 
who with great hazard has efcaped through the befieger’s lines, is 
arrived from Pylus, and gone dire@tly to the Prytanes. The multi- 
tude begin to fill the ftreets, and require with clamours an immediate 
fummons to the aflembly. 


I am juft returned from it, and can aflure thee, that he brings an 
account of a moft defperate aflault fuftained by the garrifon the thir- 
teenth of this moon. The Lacedemonians attacked the fort by fea 
with good hopes of fuccefs; for though the rocks and roughnefs of 
the waves were no {mall hindrances to their defign, the fortifications 
in that part were weakeft. DEMOSTHENES put himfelf at the head of 
three hundred heavy-armed foldiers and a few archers, whom he 
drew up on the fhore; and after animating them by a fhort but {pi- 
rited harangue, determined his brave followers to ftand the affault. 
The enemy made their attack by different fquadrons, which fuc- 
ceeded each other; but they met with fo warm a reception, that 
none of the fhips were able to difembark their men. BRasiDAs, 
the Spartan, obliged his pilot to run him a-ground, and attempted to 
land his foldiers ; and though no one could behave with more per- 
fonal bravery than that gallant officer, killing feveral of thofe who 
defended the place with his own hand, yet after receiving feveral 
wounds, which difabled him from giving orders, he put back to 
fea with great difficulty. His buckler, which was dropt in the 
fight and taken, was fet up by DEMOSTHENES, as a trophy of his 
fuccefs, when the action was over; which, for the time it lafted, 
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the exprefs fays, all confeffed was the hotteft they ever were en- 
gaged in. 


As the fiege of Pylus feems likely to colleét the main force both 
of Athens and Sparta, and the former are not lefs eager to preferve, 
than the latter are to recover, their pofleffion of the fort, fome de- 
cifive ftroke, it is imagined, muft enfue. 


Thou wilt receive from CrATIPPUS the certainty of what I am 
here told, that the ruling party of Sparta are haftening away their 
embafladors to the fublime court. Whilft they are uncertain how 
this affair will end, the king may obtain advantageous terms; but 
good fortune will render them infolent, and adverfity oblige them to 
{trike up a fudden accommodation. There are a fet of men in this 
republick, potent lord, who would not be difpleafed to anticipate 
Sparta in the project of a Perfian league. PyTHON prefles the ne- 
ceffity of it in all his difpatches; and in his laft, after acquainting 
the fenate with the conference, of which thou fenteft me a relation, 
affures them, “ that the miniftry of the great king are refolved to 
“ make the beft ufe of the diffenfions in Greece; that no remon- 
“ ftrances or foftening fpeeches he can frame, will prevent their 
“ affifting the party which offers the moft profitable conditions ; that 
“ the point is not now, whether it would be honourable for the 
“ Greeks to unite with Barbarians, but whether Athens or her ene- 
“ mies fhall reap the benefit of the Perfian arms.” This meafure 
, notwithftanding, fo difagreeable at prefent to the majority of the 
people, who think their own ftrength fufficient to carry them through 
all difficulties, and would give fuch a handle to Nic1as and his 
friends to complain, that there was an intention to perpetuate the 


is 


war, that thofe who are in their hearts the greateft advocates for it, 
dare not openly propofe it in the aflembly. ZopyRus, whofe ar- 
rival. 
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ye rival here I fignified in my laft letters, has colle€ted a body of ad- 


L———=—/ venturers of different nations, Corcyreans, Rhodians, and Athe- 
nians, with whom he intends to make a fettlement at Caunus; and, 


by his intelligence in the place, hopes to become matter of it with- 


out much difficulty. The expences of this expedition are defrayed 
by a fociety of Athenian merchants, who are tempted to come into 


it, by the convenient fituation of Caunus for trade, and the coms 
modioufnefs of its port and arfenal. ZopyRus carries with him 
ten fhips, having five hundred men on board, and will fail in a few 
days. I have already put AMORGEs, governor of Caria, on his 
guard, and exhorted him to reinforce. the caftle of Imbrus, and to 
feize all fufpeéted perfons. It grieves me, generous GoBRYAS, that 
the fon of my illuftrious patron fhould behave himfelf in a manner fo 
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difreputable to his name, family, and fortunes. But we often fee that 
ARIMANIUS takes a malignant pleafure in clouding the memory of 
an eminent perfon with difgrace, by leading into vice, or overwhelm- 
ing with calamities, his degenerate or unhappy pofterity. 
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LE. ‘La dE Re. CRA. 


HipprAs ¢o CLEANDER. J rom Ephefus. 


HE capricious Athenians, among whom thou fojourneft, cannot 
even facrifice to the exigencies of the commonwealth, their 
infatiable thirft and unaccountable eagernefs after news. How often 
haft thou heard them in their portico’s, when their fate and fortunes 
feemed to be in imminent hazard, idly inquifitive, and prepofteroufly 
folicitous about the trivial and domeftick occurrences of private 
men and families, hardly worthy the attention of the moft difen- 
gaged inhabitant of that potent city? And can thy brother then 
want an excufe for diverting a while, in this way, the courfe of thy 
faze meditations ; whofe humble and obfcure ftation fetteth him far 
below fuch anxiety for the publick, which in him would he intole- 
rable affectation; while yet the love of his country infpireth him 
with the moft ardent wifhes for its profperity, and engageth him in 
never-ceafing fupplications to the divine OROMASDES, for the con- 
tinuance of the health of ARTAXERXES, and the fuccefs of his wife 
and able minifters? Yet before I turn to the peculiar fubje@ of this 
letter, let me affure thee, that thy laft difpatch, of the lixth day of 
the preceding moon, was tran{mitted to the noble Gopryas, with 
the fidelity and expedition which I have ever obferved, fince I was 
honoured with the charge of receiving thy informations, and for- 
warding them to the Perfian court. The city in which I live, re- 
gardlefs in great meafure of the buftle and havock which agitate the 
oppofite coafts of Greece, and only intent on {chemes for the im- 
| provement 
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LETTER provement of trade and encouragement of arts, hath fuffered itfelf 
CXXXV. ° ° F 

Ws to be called off, for a little while, even from thefe important con- 

templations, and is now almoft univerfally taken up in difcourfing 


and debating on a late event, which hath amazed them all; and 


which, how uninterefting foever it may be to others, is not fo to 


thee, from a long and intimate acquaintance with the perfons to 
whom it relates. 


You muft remember when you were laft at Ephefus, with how. 


much warmth and eagernefs of love the young and lively HELIo- 


porus purfued the eldeft and faireft of the charming offspring of 
the venerable DropHaAnes, the prieft of Jupirer. Thou canft 


not forget with how much inoffenfive pleafantry, and genuine Attick 


wit, thou waft wont to accufe the amorous and gay fervant of 


Apo._o, of almoft giving up his duty to his paflion; and making 
the cloifters of that temple, in which he conftantly refideth, refound 
much more and oftener with the praifes of the beautiful ANTIOPE, 
than even with thofe of the far-beaming god, whofe altar is day 
and night illuminated with a thoufand burning tapers, in faint and 
feeble emulation of his enlivening rays, and at the foot of whofe 
refplendent fhrine innumerable votaries repofe themfelves nightly, 
hoping to obtain from the father of oracles fome prophetick im- 
pulfes concerning their future lives and fortunes. Every one here 
feemed to wifh, and even to augurate fuccefs to fo well-grounded an 
affeCtion ; and declared by almoft an unanimous fuffrage and judg- 
ment, that the gods themfelves had, as it were, defignedly formed 
the charms of ANTIoPE, to blefs her agreeable adorer; and the 
natural gaiety and eafy vivacity of HELIoDORUS, to complete the 
happinefs of his beloved miftrefs. Thou mighteft have feen them 
often together, foon as the radiant Miruras had withdrawn his 
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fultry beam to gladden nations, now pining and fickening at his 
regretted abfence, walking hand in hand along the facred grove 
which furroundeth ApoLio’s Fane; followed by the applaufes of 
multitudes, who were fearcely able to reftrain their tongues from 
crying after them, what their thoughts had often whifpered to them 
in filence, “ Go on, ye lovely, loving pair! Go onand profper! En- 
*¢ joy unenvied the natural converfe of each other, with a fatisfaétion 
“and happinefs peculiarly your own!” Nor did it appear ever, that 
the virgin herfelf was ill pleafed with thefe whifpers and rumours, 
which fome one or other was perpetually acquainting her with; 
whilft her lover difcovered by an inexpreffible gaiety, which he 
took no pains to conceal or to excufe, how ftrongly and how agree- 
ably he was affected with this general deftination of fo much fweet- 
nefs and goodnefs to his arms. His fpirits ever cheerful,- and raifed 
far above thofe of his equals, and familiars, and colieagues, were 
vifibly and remarkably higher for fome months. In good humour 
with himfelf and all about him, he feemed to have obtained to himfelf 
a fore-tafte of the blifs which all men beftowed on him; and which 
he feemed defirous to repay them, by an affability and eafe which 
gladdened all who came near him. His conyerfation, ever fprightly 
and flowing, became now in a much greater degree fo; and what 
in moft lovers is wont to drive away their beft friends, the never- 
ceafing recital of the fancied charms and imaginary accomplifhments 
of their miftrefles, (tirefome fubje& to an indifferent ear !) was yet 
fo varied and diverfified by the inexhauftible vein of HEL1oporus, 
that I have heard many profefs (and I cannot but profefs the fame 
of myfelf) they could hear him with pleafure defcanting hours to- 
gether on the fame reputed-irkfome topick. His lyre, the exaé 
type of himfelf, was never filent. Every charm and grace of AN- 
TIOPE (and thou knoweft what all Greece fayeth and thinketh of 
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LETTER her matchlefs beauty and wit) furnifhed his fruitful genius with | 
cee, frefh matter for fome new ode or hymn, which he would come 


forth and chaunt to his lyre, while the walls of the temple rendered 
back each harmonious accord in repeating echoes, and the voices of 
its officers from the higheft to the loweft, (fuch was their love of 
Herioporvs!) ftill joined in chorus with the ravifhed author, 
and in concert with him gave their aflent and applaufe to each en- 
raptured thought. 


Nothing, it was thought, would or could difconcert their loves. 
Yet, couldft thou think it? the cruel fair-one, too fond of emulat- 
ing the filver-fhafted queen, whofe worfhip is eftablifhed here, and 
of fpending her life in devotion and a perpetual attendance on the 
fervice of the great DraNna in her magnificent temple, hath, within 
thefe few days, peremptorily forbidden the late fanguine votary of 
PHOEBUS, to entertain any hopes of her ever yielding to his defires, 
of which he now thought it proper to make an open profeffion. 
Nor can the grave authority of DiopHANEs, nor the winning elo- 
quence of her brother CHaraxus, whofe long friendfhip with Hz- 
LIODORUS, and their common employment in the fervice of the 
temple, had fixed firmly in his interefts; no, nor the fofter and 
{weeter perfuafions of her fair fifters,s PENELOPE and Eucuaris, 
the leaft influence the refolute and inexorable maid to a change of 
her romantick and vifionary purpofe. Thofe amiable virgins, CLz- 
ANDER, her fifters, (far removed from that narrownefs of {pirit, 
which grafps to itfelf all things, and draws every body into its own 
power, and which is the certain and never-failing concomitant of a 
mean and abject foul,) think no fcorn to recommend earneftly and 
warmly the flighted lover to their mifguided and ill-direéted fifter. 
Senfible of her irrefiftible charms, which they can praife themfelves, 

and 
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and hear praifed by others, not with patience only and temper, but & eee S. 
with pleafure and fatisfaction ; and not infenfible of the merit and heeryrand 
good qualities of one, whom they in no fort think the worfe of for 
not having preferred either of them to their fifter; they vouchfafe 
to employ all the arguments, and all the kind arts they are mif- 
trefles of, (and what is the art of which they are not miftrefles?) in 
his behalf, and for his fervice. Figure to thyfelf, CLEANDER, the 
fituation; imagine the alteration which this unexpected and afto- 
nifhing event has made in the difappointed and thunderftruck youth ! 
Think thou feeft the gay, the loud, the talkative, the laughing Hz- 
LIODORUS, funk in mifery, grief, and melancholy! Imagine thou 
heareft him (for he hath at laft broken through the obftinate and 
fullen filence which he ftritly kept for feveral days) loudly and paf- 
fionately complaining, not of ANTIOPE, whom he never mentioneth 
but with tranfport and unextinguifhed affection; but of the im- 
mortal gods themfelves, and their providence! Bold licentious 
man! Yet this, CLEANDER, is allowed by the principles of Grecian 
piety. How widely different from thofe with which the fage Zoro- 
ASTER hath infpired the enlightened worfhippers of the great and 
glorious OROMAsDES! ‘This vain young man is now going to in- 
dulge the black humour which governs him at prefent, and which 
fuggefts nothing to his tortured foul but anguifh and defpair, at a 
{mall village many parafangs north of this city ; where he fome time 
fince obtained (of that noble and generous patron, whofe bounty 
and liberality had before fupported him in fplendour and plenty at 
Ephefus, and on whom thou haft often heard him enlarge with rap- 
ture, and a natural eloquence which his great fubject always gave 
him) the more humble and retired poft of Nedocorus to a {mall 
temple, reared in the centre of a dark and thick wood (gloomy as 
his own thoughts) to the tutelar god of that diftrict. 
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ake as Thus, CLEANDER, although indeed the virgin-goddefs Diana 
i———) be the great and celebrated divinity of the miftaken Ephefians; yet 


VENUs and her artful fon find means, as thou feeft, to infinuate 


their worfhip here, and to fhed their baneful influence over the un- 
happy and unguarded youth. May the gracious OROMASDES pre- 
ferve my CLEANDER from all fuch infection, and from the danger- 
ous converfe of the virgins of Attica! which, however it may at 
firft appear a fpecious and inviting amufement, is no other, nor 


better, than a peftilent emanation from the detefted ARIMANIUS, 
the author and fource of all human evils! Adieu. 
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CLEANDER fo ALEXIAS, chief Phyfician to ARTAXERXES, King 
of Perfia. 


CCORDING to thy defire, I have employed an able friend to 
procure thee a copy of HippocrATEs’s genuine works, a bufi- 

nefs that requires no {mall judgment; for a great number of fpu- 
rious pieces are publifhed under the name of this famous phyfician. 
I have likewife endeavoured to get thee fome account of his life and 
character ; for which purpofe I have made many inquiries of a phi- 
lofopher here in Athens, who has applied himfelf more particularly 
to the fludy of phyfick. He informs me, that the practice of this 
art has long been in the hands of the meaneft and moft ignorant of 
the people. Any, who by chance had got a few receipts, immedi- 
ately called themfelves phyficians, and were applied to as fuch, 
though they had no general knowledge of the natures and virtues of 
fimples, and were wholly ignorant of the f{tru€ture of the human 
body; the ftudy of thefe being kept entirely among the philofo- 
phers. Such was the ftate of phyfick, when Hippocrates, the 
fon of HERACLIDES, was born. in the ifland of Cos. He is de- 
{cended from a long race of phyficians; being the feventeenth in a 
direQ line from AscuLaprus, the deified inventor of healing 
amonegft the Greeks, whofe art was profefled by all his defcendants 
down to Hippocrates. For the Agyptian cuftom of inftructing 
the children in their parents employment prevails fo much among 
the phyficians here, that their difciples and followers are always 
called 
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called by a peculiar title, the Sons of the Phyficians. Befides the fa- 
mily receipts, which had been handed down from father to fon, and 
the collected experience of all his anceftors, H1pPocRATEs increafed 
that knowledge which was his patrimony, by hearing HEropicus, 
the inventor of gymnaftick phyfick, which is too feverely called by a 
certain Athenian, “ The art of preferving their lives who ought 
* not to live, and continuing valetudinarians a burden to them- 
“ felves and fociety.” His native ifland of Cos afforded him a fin- 
gular advantage, by having in it a temple of AscuLapius full of 
votive-tablets, on which were regiftered many cures, and the means 
by which they were effeéted; all which he diligently ftudied and 
tranfcribed. He has farther endeavoured to inform himfelf of the 
practice which obtained wherever he travelled, as he has done into 
moft countries, though he has chiefly been confined to Theflaly. 
For this the Greek phyficians are obliged to do, not only in purfuit 
of knowledge, and for their improvement, but for their employ- 
ment and fupport; the ftates here, unlike our luxurious cities, being 
unable to maintain a fettled phyfician. It is hard to fay, whether 
he has moft advanced the knowledge’ or the ufefulnefs of phyfick, by 
introducing a practice, which was not common before his time, of 
conftantly vifiting the fick in their beds; by which careful attend- 
ance to the whole courfe of the diftemper, he has not only been able 
to give a timely afliftance againft every inconvenient or dangerous 
accident, but is become fuperior to all other phyficians in the know- 
ledge of difeafes, and in foretelling their events. From this praétice 
he has got the name of a Clinic phyfician. Nor is he lefs indebted 
to nature for a found underftanding, than to fortune and his own 
induftry for thefe uncommon opportunities of improving it. No 
wonder, therefore, that he foon found himfelf at the head of his 
contemporary practitioners, But this glory was too little for Hip- 
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POCRATES; he faw with regret, that part of his province was in- 
vaded by the philofophers; and refolved to take it out of their hands. 
With this view he applied himfelf to Heractitrus of Ephefus, to 
Gorcias the Sophift, and DeMocritrus of Abdera. Of them 
he not only learned the reafons and foundations of his practice, but 
was alfo enabled to write with method and elegance ; which has juftly 
gained him the reputation of being the firft who colleted the fecat- 
tered precepts of phyfick into an art, and delivered them in a clear 
and eloquent manner. He has taken great pains to fecure to the 
phyficians fo much of the ftudy of nature as they are concerned 
with, diftin@ from the other parts of philofophy, and has in all pro- 
bability feparated the two profeflions for ever. If his philofophy 
makes him far fuperior to the common praétifers of phyfick, his 
practice makes him no lefs excel the fpeculative ftudents of it. On 
the one hand, he is preferved from the ufelefs refinements of theoritfts ; 
as on the other, from the grofs errors and fuperftitions of vulgar 
empiricks ; both which my friend, with his ufual candour, acknow- 
ledges, that he frequently rallies with great good fenfe; telling the 
{fpeculative philofophers, that ‘* their vifionary inquiries about the 
*¢ principles and formation of the human body, would be of as much 
“‘ ufe to a painter in drawing its form, as to a phyfician in curing 
*¢ its difeafes.” - And as for the empiricks, upon occafion of their call- 
ing the epilepfy a facred diftemper, he fays, “ that this was firft con- 
“ fecrated by them, in order that its divinity might be an afylum 
“* for their ignorance and inability to cure it; fince it gave them a 
“* pretence to attack it with charms and expiations; and if thefe 
“ did not fucceed, the gods only were to. be blamed.” My philo- 
fophical acquaintance aflures me, that this is the true merit of H1p- 
POCRATES; and that, for all beyond it, he is indebted to the com- 
mon vanity in difciples, of magnifying their mafter, and to that 
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humour of mankind, which will not let them fit down contentéd 
with any thing moderate. He frequently exprefles his apprehenfions, 
that the extravagant character which fome have given him.may do a 
great deal of mifchief, if it makes men reft in what he has done, 
and refer every thing to his authority. For though (my friend con- 
tinued) he is fomewhere fo fanguine as to affert, that the whole of 
phyfick is now found out; yet in reality the art is but ftill in its 
infancy, and this great man has only begun what cannot be per- 
fe€ted without the accurate obfervations of many ages. In particular, 
he is not mafter of a fufficient number of fimples for all the various 
purpofes of phyfick, and does not perhaps fully underftand the true 
ufes and qualities of thofe he has; for too much ftrefs feems to be 
laid on fome inefie€tual ones, while others, more violent in their 
effects, are ufed with too little caution. The ftudy of anatomy is 
{till lefs advanced ; all that is known of it is derived, either compa- 
ratively from the animals that are facrificed, or from the Agyptian 
embalmers of human bodies ;- and I much doubt, whether Hippo- 
CRATES ever faw a human body difle@ted. However, he has en- 
deavoured to fupply, from fancy and conjecture, his imperfe&t know- 
ledge of the ftru€ture and true ufe of the parts; but, as is ufual 
where this is done, his accounts are generally improbable, often ri- 
diculous-and inconfiftent. He has farther often lamented to me, 
when I have thrown this fubje&t in his way, that HippocraTEs 
has endeavoured to dazzle the world with a {pecious fhew of know- 
ledge,where there is great reafon to believe that he is wholly ignorant, 
in attempting to unfold the caufes and hidden nature of diftempers ; 
“ which (faid my friend) he had much better have let alone, and 
“ confined himfelf to (what is the only valuable part of his works) 
“ a faithful hiftory of difeafes, though even here he is juftly fuf- 
‘© pected of aflerting more than he was ever authorifed from ob- 
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“ fervation and experience; as when he fays, that forty times feven 
** days have a peculiar influence over the birth of a child; that dif- 
“ tempers kill men chiefly on the odd day; and that the remarkable 
“ ftruggles of nature towards a crifis are regulated by the number 
“ feven; all which his difciples firmly believe, though the more 
** knowing look upon it as a fantaftical application of PyTHa- 
“ GoRAs’s myftick philofophy. In other matters he has been too 
** hafty in forming his axioms, and in reducing to a certain rule 
“ things depending on too many circumftances to be fixed by the ob- 
* fervations of one man, if not too uncertain to be ever fixed at all.” 


Indeed I could not help thinking myfelf, that the common ftories 
which are told of him are very idle; and that there is nothing fo 
miraculous in this great phyfician, when I amufed myfelf one day, 
fince his works have been in my houfe for you, in computing how 
many patients he faved out of thofe whofe hiftories he gives in his 
Epidemicks; for it appears, that out of forty-two, only feventeen 
efcaped. Do not wonder at his mentioning, as I find he does, fuch 
food as the fleth of affes, horfes, dogs, and foxes; for thefe are eaten 
without any {cruple in Greece. Among the many ftories, I cannot 
help mentioning to thee one, which is often told as an inftance of his 
extraordinary fagacity. He was fent for to PERprccas, the prefent 
king cf Macedonia, who languifhed under 1a fort of confumption, 
that was attended with very uncommon fymptoms. Hippocrates 
obferved his patient change colour, and fuffer much diforder, when- 
ever PHILA, the late king’s miftrefs, entered the chamber. Upon 
which he immediately found out, and difcovered to PHita, that a 
paffion for her was the true caufe of his illnefs. The love-fick 
prince was treated accordingly, and the fuccefs verified our phy- 
fician’s judgment. I dare fay, thou wilt {mile at the romantick air 
of this relation, and think with me, that if the dexterous manage- 
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ment of fuch an affair was the proper teft of a phyfician, the old 
chief eunuch BAGoAs would have a much fairer title to be reputed 
one than Hippocrates. As to morality, his reputation 1s very 
high: he is fuperior to a love of money, and freely communicates 
his art for the relief of the neceflitous and ftrangers. Perfia is well 
acquainted with the love he bears his country, which made him 
prefer the life of a wanderer to the dignity of that exalted ftation 
which thou fo defervedly enjoyeft. For which, and his many emi- 
nent fervices, he has been made free of Athens, and initiated in the 
Eleufinian myfteries; and a maintenance in the Prytaneum, at the 
publick charge, is decreed to him and his pofterity. ‘The oath which 
he enjoins his followers before he teaches them his art, muft give thee 
a great opinion of his ftri€t integrity ; it forbids them to procure 
abortions, to adminifter poifon, to make any ill ufe of the free accefs 
they have to houfes, or betray the confidence repofed in them. All 
which he infifts upon their {wearing to obferve by APOLLO, Aiscu- 
LAPIUS, HyGerA, PANACEA, and all the other gods and goddefles ; 
and that they may fo profper in their profeflion as they keep this 
oath. However, he has given offence to fome grave men by a rule 
of health which he delivers, thata man ought to drink twice a month 
to fome excefs. It were to be wifhed that he could as eafily anfwer 
a worfe crime that he is charged with, in relation to a young flave - 
who danced and fung at the theatre. She was a great favourite of 
the publick, and brought her miftrefs in very confiderable fums of 
money; for the Athenians fet fo high a value on thefe accomplith- 
ments, that the celebrated performers not only make a part at all 
great feafts, but even a fele€t company * of philofophers will break 
off their converfation on the moft important points, to attend to 
thefe diverfions. The miftrefs of this famous dancer one day made- 
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a difcovery of her being pregnant, and was very uneafy to think Goons 
that all her gain would foon be over, if this was fuffered to go on. W—\——J 
She therefore applied to HipPocRATES, who owns that at her re- 
queft he procured an abortion, though in dire& contradiction to his 
oath. I remember likewife to have heard him accufed of fetting 
fire to AscuLapius’s temple at Cos, and the library at Cnidus, 


after he had tranfcribed their regifters ; but thefe are generally looked 
upon as groundlefs calumnies, 


May the lights, which thou receiveft from this celebrated Coan, 


enable thee to fulfil the ardent wifhes of Perfia, that ARTAXERXES 
may live for ever! 
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CLEANDER ¢o HIPPIAS. 


Riese feemeft to have been tranfported beyond the bounds of hu- 

manity in thy laft letter; for the virgins of Attica fhould by 
no means be. involved in the fame cenfure with thofe of Ephefus. 
Think not that I defpife thy friendly caution, or the paffion of Hz- 
LIODORUS. But let me recommend it to thee as a circumftance of 
high entertainment, that CLEANDER, who was educated in the fe- 
verer ftudies of philofophy, and has converfed entirely with ftatef- 
men and merchants, fhould zealoufly vindicate the charaéter, and 
court the company, of the fair-fex. Such is the alteration which 
time has made in me, and the nature of my employment. 


I was yefterday in an affembly of Athenian matrons at the houfe 
of AspaAsia, with whom I have cultivated a correfpondence ever 
fince my introduction to PeRricies. She has continually received 
me with the moft engaging condefcenfion, and abounds in fo many 
elegant turns of wit, and in fuch a variety of good knowledge and 
good fenfe, that no one here is either equal or fuperior to her, ex- 
cept the great SocraTEs. As foon as the performers on the lute 
and harp were retired, with moft of the perfons who were invited, 
we drew together into a circle, and Aspasia led the converfation. 
She amufed us with fome curious anecdotes of Pericxes, (for whofe 
memory fhe exprefled the tendereft regard,) and entered into large 
differtations on feveral fubje€ts. At laft the applied to me, and be- 
gan to afk me concerning the manners of the ladies in thofe parts 
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of the world where I had travelled. ‘I conjecture, (faid fhe,) 
“ from the treatment which the women have met with in almoft (ocemjmmmead 
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all ftates, it muft have been the opinion of philofophers and legif- 
lators ‘that they have no fouls.’ Elfe why are they not ad- 
mitted into the greater myfteries? and why are they denied the 
improvements of letters and the politer arts? In Athens, how- 
ever, weare allowed more privileges than in many places, and are 
ufed like rational creatures. But tell me, CLEANDER, the refult 
of your obfervations on the fex, and the different lights in which 
it appears through the mediums of different laws, prejudices, and 
fafhions. Perhaps you have not turned your thoughts this way ; 
fince I know the men have a contempt for our underftandings, and 
forget that fuch a difparity arifes from the acquirements of educa- 
tion, not the natural capacity.” ‘“ It is impoffible (anfwered I) 
for any one to forget fo clear a truth, and have feen the excellent 
AspastA. The liberty indulged to the ladies in this city is 
adapted to an{wer all the good purpofes of the promifcuous con- 
verfation in Ionia (particularly in Ephefus, the chief refidence of 
luxury) ; and their own fenfe more effectually reftrains them from 
the wantonnefs fo juftly imputed to that country, than the bolts 
and bars of the Eaft. Here alone they are not flaves to their huf- 
bands or their pleafures.”” ‘ You are a little fevere (replied fhe) 
on your native place; yet [ am convinced that what you fay is 
founded on fat. And, for my own part, I have often confidered 
the pompous worfhip and temple of the Diana of Ephefus, as 
prefenting a very lively emblem of the genius of that city. Both 
are fitter for the Cyprian VeNus than for her, who is reverenced 
as the guardian deity of groves and mountains.” ‘ The roman- 
tick analogy you have difcovered (continued I) between the effe- 
minacy and the religion of Ephefus is prettily conceived. But 
the fpeculation I was running into, is of a more abftrufe kind; 
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ee ** and I would repeat, AspAs1A, with your leave, the remarks I 


wy have made as to the influence of various ftates on the manners 


“ of the ladies.” “J am all attention,” faid fhe, with fingular po- 


litenefs. 


‘“ Then, (iaid I,) to fpeak in the language of a politician to a 
“ great miftrefs of politicks, an arbitrary conftitution of govern- 
ment muft always take away the rights and intercourfe of perfonal 


“ friendfhip among both fexes, and make itfelf be felt in the in- 
nocent amufements of private life, as well as in the manage- 
“* ment of publick bufinefs. Nor can I think that this altogether 
proceeds from the fufpicious nature of thofe governments, but 
*“‘ from every man’s defire to imitate, in his domeftick ceconomy, 
that example which is fet in the political. Hence it is, that a 


fingle national tyrant makes many family ones; and when the 
body of a nation becomes inured to defpotick fway, the fenti- 
** ments that favour it find the readieft admiffion. Notwithftanding 


the abiurdity of them, they are embraced as found principles, and 
“ infenfibly make their way, through the deluded underftanding, 
into the temper and the manners of that people, If the great 
monarch of the country imprifons a fubje@, or deprives him of 
his eftate and honours, without afligning a reafon or producing 
an accufation, the little monarch imagines himfelf warranted in 
“the licentious exercife of this prerogative within the limits 
“ of his own houfe. If the fame monarch forbids a freedom of 
fpeech with refpe& to his perfon and adminiftration, his petty 
imitator, jealous of the leaft infringement on the authority 
of a parent or an hufband, watches every unguarded expreffion 
that may drop from his children, and excludes his wives from all 
converfation, left they thould be guilty of treachery, or ena- 
moured of a ftranger. Surrounded thus by eunuchs and mutes, 
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denied every advantage that contributes to raife or refine the un- Fee 
derftanding, let us fuppofe fome diftinguifhed beauty (for with (+ 
the Perfians beauty alone is regarded in the women) to be taken 
into the bofom and confidence of a mighty prince. Let us fup- 
pofe her to interfere in ftate-affairs, though fhe be ignorant of 
mankind, and the true intereft of the kingdom. ‘The natural 
effe&t of it muft be, that the caprice of the miftrefs, added to the 
caprice of the prince, while each is to be gratified without con- 


troul, will redouble the miferies of a country. Such events 


have often been feen in arbitrary conftitutions of government. 
What makes the thing fo high an abfurdity in Perfia, is not only 
the confined and uninforming education of the women, but its 


contradidtion to the fenfe of our anceftors, who thought the, fe- 


males not qualified for bufinefs, and by the laws they fettled, have 
rendered the male heirs alone capable of fucceeding to the throne, 
In this the empire of Cyrus has varied from the Affyrian empire, 
whofe hiftory is chiefly remarkable for the character of queen 
SemirAmis.” “ Methinks {returned AspAsra) the Perfian ladies 
form a very good contraft to thofe of Aigypt *, who, as we are 


told, drive bargains, go to market, and manage the plough, while 
the men fit at home with the diftaff and {pindle, performing the 


more fedentary offices, which are efteemed here the natural pro- 


vince of the houfewife. We have none in Greece that refemble 
them.” ‘No, (faid I,) unlefs you will match them with the mi- 
litary ladies of Sparta, who are equally the reverfe of the Perfian. 
Inured to the fame exercifes, the fame hardfhips, and the fame 
difcipline with the men, they differ not in their manners. It was 
the intention of their great lawgiver to fubdue the paflions, by 
methods oppofite to what are ufed in Perfia. And as in this laft 


* Vide Herod. lib, ii. 
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country, they endeavour to reftrain the women by debarring them 
from the fight of the human fpecies, and by the confinement of 
the body; in the former, a perpetual familiarity with the men 
blunts the edge of irregular appetites, while the check that is laid 
on fenfuality, I mean that fenfe of honour which is inftilled early, 
has a reference to the mind only. The worft of it is, that the 
rough genius of the commonwealth gives an unnatural boldnefs 
and fiercenefs to the fex, which the introduction of foreign com- 
merce into the ftate would foon polifh. And in this refpea, I 
take it, Aspasi1a, Athens has a manifeft fuperiority. Free and 
independent as Sparta, able to defend its liberties in the field 
againft the moft numerous or warlike people, it carefully attends 
to the encouragement of commerce, and brings home the wealth - 
of the moft diftant climates to its own convenience and emolu- 
ment. At the fame time fuch are its laws, and fuch are its citi- 
zens, that as the one appear to be very wifely calculated to pre- 
vent the growth of that enervating luxury which is ufually the 
companion of trade; fo the other, perfuaded of the needfulnefs 
of fimplicity to f{upport the dignity of Athens, concur with cheer- 
fulnefs in receiving and obeying them. Under reftritions of this 
nature, accurately obferved, what happinefs is not derived by 
commerce on every individual, as well as on the republick? 
Every man has fome employment, to which he is not only induced 
by inclination, but by the feverity of the law. For here, if I 
miftake not, idlenefs is punifhed with death, On thefe accounts 
the fretful jealoufies, which difturb and imbitter private life in the 
lefs active countries, are entirely unknown to the Athenians. The 
women are bred up in thofe arts which become them; are in- 
dulged on folemn feftivals in frequenting the theatre ; and are ad- 
mitted into a great fhare of the domeftick management. By fuch 


means, they gain an agreeable foftnefs in their behaviour, without 
“ a falfe 
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a falfe delicacy, and a liberal way of thinking, which the men 
hardly arrive at in arbitrary governments.” 


“ But, (interpofed Aspasia, {miling,) notwithftanding the ad- — 
vantageous circumftances of the Grecian ladies, I believe you are 


as zealous againft permitting them to deal in politicks, as you were 


-a little while fince againft conceding that privilege to the favourites 


of Perfian monarchs.” ‘ Such a privilege (replied I) is to be 
granted only to extraordinary geniufes; and when limited to 
thefe, you will admit, Aspasia, there is no danger of its being 
indulged, either frequently or improperly. However, your ob- 
fervation is certainly very pertinent, that there is not the fame ab- 
furdity in making a woman of parts, thus educated, the firft mi- 
nifter in the ftate, as in raifing the ignorant beauties of Perfia to 
an high degree of confidence.” ‘ You know the light (returned 
fhe) in which I was formerly placed, when the ambition of my 
youth prompted me to aim at being admired and beloved by PE- 
RICLES. I wasthen traduced as a defigning politick intriguer ; and 
the fine underftanding of that great man was ftrangely depreciated, 
in being reprefented as a dupe to the artifice of a woman. But I 
had a mind to know your fentiments, and agree with them. You 
had fomething elfe to fay; I am afraid I have interrupted you.” 
I can have nothing to fay (anfwered I) when you have any thing 
to offer.” ‘* You have loft fight of Ephefus (faid the).’”’ “ It is 
true, (faidI,) and I was going to fhew, from the very conftitution 
of Ephefus, (which has one of the nobleft harbours in the world, 
and therefore is a place of the molt extenfive trade,) that a greater 
freedom of courfe muft be indulged there to luxury and the man- 
ners of the women, than either in Perfia or in Athens. For 
though that place was among the immediate dependencies of an 
arbitrary government, and (notwithRanding the article in Ci- 
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MON’s peace) is fill under the awe of it, it has always been 
lowed in feveral immunities, and, comparatively with the reft 
of the empire, in a relaxation of abfolute authority, with a view to 
encourage commerce, which can never flourifh under the rigour 
of it. This has brought the inhabitants to converfe more openly, 
and both fexes meet together at the publick fairs and at fumptuous 
entertainments. ‘Thus the education of the women becomes free 
and uncontrouled, which fufficiently diftinguifhes them from thofe 
of Perfia. Should you then afk, why they differ from the Athe- 
nian women? That too may be folved without difficulty. For 
though in Athens it may be neceflary for the prefervation of its 
liberties, to enact laws reftraining prodigality and wantonnefs, yet 
thofe laws are not wifhed for in Ephefus, where they would be un- 
willing even to eftablifh freedom at the expence of their pleafures ; 
fo that while the Ephefians fhare all the advantages of commerce, 
they are fubjedt to the evils of unbounded luxury. Agreeably to 
this, the women affect a gaiety in their drefs, a {pirit in the very 
air of their countenance, and a libertine deportment unpractifed 
by any other people. ‘They love to be followed by the men, and 
expect an homage that befpeaks adoration, not efteem. The con- 
fequence of it is, that they who fet a value upon their perfons, 
(and indeed there are few who do not,) have an averlion to an 
hufband; and the city owes its populoufnefs, not fo much to the 
intermarriages of its inhabitants, as to the concourfe of ftrangers, 
I knew a lady of this turn of mind, who refufed an * Ephefian 
of uncommon parts and fenfe, from a ridiculous caprice. Such 
an one amongit you, AspAsiA, would have been defervedly in- 


famous. For in Athens matrimony is held honourable, and highly 


encouraged. Hence an Athenian matron is beloved and: re- 


* See Letter exxxy. 
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{pected when old. As fhe has been diligent in the education of a 
“ her family, fhe leoks back on her paft life with pleafure, and has O-—-—— 
“ 4 profpect in her children which contributes to prolong her hap- 
“ pinefs. An Ephefian beauty, when the charms of her perfon 
“ wear off, and with them fhe lays afide the luxury of drefs, inca- 
“ pable of reforting for confolation to the folid pleafures of domeftick 
* life, lofes her former cheerfulnefs, and fpends the reft of her days 
“ in the low arts of detracting from the young and handfome.” 
“ In truth, CLEANDER, (returned AspasiA,) the Athenian lady is 
“ very much obliged to you for the preference you have given her 


“ over all others. You feem to think fhe has every good quality 


“of the Spartan, Ephefian, and Perfian, without any of their 
“ foibles.” “ Moft evidently, (faid I,) for fhe has the manly fenfe 
“ of the Spartan, without her rough feverity ; the fprightly eafe of 


* the Ephefian, without her lafcivioufnefs ; and the modeft referve 
“© of the Perfian, without her flavifh reclufeneds.”’ 


I flatter myfelf; deareft Hippias, thou wilt be reconciled to the 
virgins of Attica on the reading of this letter; and believe them fox 
the future to be the choiceft bleffings of OROMASDEs, not the 
eful gifts of ARIMANIUS. 
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AMORGES fo CLEANDER. JSyvrom Pedafa. 


fy gate intelligence you fent me of ZopyRus’s defigns againft Cau- 
nus, was fo long delayed by contrary winds and other acci- 
dents, before it reached my hands, that I had not time to take all 
the neceflary precautions for the fecurity of my government. The 
province was unfurnifhed of the beft part of the troops, which are 
ufually quartered in it, they having been ordered away to the general 
rendezvous at Sardis; and the citizens of CAunus obftinately infift- 
ing upon their privilege of receiving no Perfian garrifon, I found 
myfelf without a force fufhcient to compel them to it, and could 
only exhort them by letters to preferve their allegiance to the king, 
and write to the fatraps of the neighbouring provinces for affiftance. 
In the mean time, Zopyrus with his fhips came before the town, 
and fent in a meflage to the inhabitants, with offers of the moft ad- 
vantageous conditions, if they would furrender themfelves into his 
hands. ‘The Caunians, after confultation, returned for anfwer, that 
though they fhould be willing to deliver up their city to one of his 
noble birth and excellent qualities, they could by no means give ad- 
mittance to his followers. ZopyRus little expeCing this reply, 
landed his men, and began the affault in form. ‘The inhabitants 
made a very gallant defence ; and ZopyRus himfelf was killed by 
ALCIDAS, a native of the place, in attempting to fcale the walls: 
upon which his troops retired in diforder to their fhips, and within 
a few hours failed away. The day after this action I arrived myfelf 
with a thoufand foot and three hundred horfe, whom I had found 

means 
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means to draw together. The Caunians opened their gates to me POS 


without refiftance. I reprimanded them for their former refufal to U3 
admit a garrifon; telling them, I expeted them to deliver up to 


me thofe who had advifed that meafure, as well as thofe who cor- 
refponded with the enemy, under pain of forfeiting their privileges. 
The terror of arms, CLEANDER, is a moft excellent monitor. My 
demands were complied with, and I returned to this place with my 
prifoners, whofe examinations I have fent up to court, and ex- 


pect the king’s further pleafure concerning them. THERON the 
Rhodian, Cratippus’s brother, (who for fome years has been 
fettled here,) contributed not a little, by his perfuafions and ex- 
ample, towards the brave refiftance made to thefe piratical adven- 


turers, and was very inftrumental in helping to difcover fome who 
had been concerned in practices with them, 


I am told, my enemies at court have infinuated, that I was indi- 
rectly concerned in this attempt, and had given ZopyRus fecret af- 
furances of joining him, in cafe he met with fuccefs. May I fhare 
the fate of the curfed ArRrmaANnius *, when the feven thoufand 
years have finifhed their courfe, if the nature of the facts, as well 
as my own confcience, does not acquit me. Can it be alleged with 
any colour of reafon, that I ought to have hazarded the king’s au- 


thority, or perhaps driven the Caunians into an open revolt, by at- 
tempting to force a garrifon upon them, before the reinforcements 
which I expected arrived? Or will it be faid, that I omitted one ftep, 
which the weaknefs of the province fuffered me to take, that was 


proper to fecure its tranquillity ? 


* The Perfians believed, that the lower world: fhould. be in fubjection to ARIMA- 
nus for feven thoufand years, after which order fhould be reftored, and OROMASDES 
reign without oppofition. Vide Hyde de Religione veterum Perfarum. 
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LETTER  { defire nothing but juftice in this affair: I am convinced, I fhall 
CXXXVIII. 


uy meet with it before the tribunal of ARTAXERXES; and to that I 


willingly fubmit my life, my reputation, and my fortunes. Adieu. 


P. 
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SMERDIS fo CLEANDER. 


Ww my zeal for the purity and prevalence of the Magian fcheme 
of religion is alarmed, I am almoft tranfported into an unbe- 
coming violence. But when I refle@t on thee and thy friendship *, 
the fofter paffions take place, which draw me back to fentiments of 
moderation and peace. Doft thou afk what. incident has raifed my 
zeal? Know, CLEANDER, that in the fpacious grove adjoining to 
the palace of ARSAcES in the foreft of Nyfa, fome concealed Sa- 
bians have erected a marble altar; and under the protection of that 
falfe fatrap, have in the night-time performed their horrid incanta- 
tions. Not long fince, they were difcovered by fome true wor- 
{hippers in the celebration of a ceremony peculiar to them, that of 
boiling the kid in the mother’s milk; by which they impioufly and 
impertinently invite the fuperior intelligences of the ftars to refide 
in their images. ‘Thou knoweft the fummary courfe of our proceed- 
ings: they were feized, convicted before the archimage, and de- 
livered over to the curfes of AHRIMAN, and the torments of the 
avenging angels. 
* SmeErpis feems to entertain the good-natured opinion of ANToNINUS, ‘ that we 
‘* ought to think over the virtues and excellencies of our feveral acquaintance, when 


“* we have a mind to indulge ourfelves and be cheerful.” Anton, Medit. lib. vi. p. 56. 
Edit. Lond. 1697. Note by the tranflator. 
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Believe me, the ftate of Median piety affes me with indignation LETTER 
te 2a : ; Kei CXXXIX. 
and forrow! This fect has of late gained ground upon us in feveral Lym 


parts of the Eaft; and though the abilities of our prophet once de- 


feated the induftry of it, infomuch that the holy flame glowed in all 
minds, as well as burnt on the fhrines of all Perfia; yet we have 
been fince returning to the fenfelefs rites he taught us to difdain. 1 


of our monarch to the doétrines of the Zenda (and the only hopes 
of the Magi are centered there) ; but neither the encouragement he 
has vouchfafed to the Jews, whofe practices are dire€tly oppofite to 


Sabianifm, and who worthip in their temples by continual fire ; nor 


the arms he gives us to deftroy the wicked; neither the lenity nor 
feverity of the government, can fecure us from the wiles of falfehood ; 


neither arguments nor power. Thou wilt here be apt to object, 


erverted by the reafonings of thy Grecian friends, ‘* Would it not be 
Pp ¥ 5 Vy ) 


“* better to allow an intercommunity of religions? Such an exertion 
“© of the legal authority, as that which you have mentioned, can 
ce 


only lop the branches; but who will tear up the root? You may 
“ cut off the excrefecences; but who can cleanfe the ill humours 


“ that produce them? You may clofe the wound for a feafon; but 


* will it not open with the firft diforder?’’ All this is true, and it 


might perhaps be worthy the wifdom of the good being, to fend a 
enius like ZOROASTER upon earth, in every generation of men, to 
§ ’ & ) 


preferve the knowledge and worfhip of him in its full purity. In 


the mean time we his followers muft ufe force, while we are with- 


out infpiration ; we muft not accept the precarious fubmiffion of the 
underftanding, while the reafon is weak, the heart depraved ; we mutt 


prevent this danger by the means we have, and not wait for thofe 


we have not. ‘ Seeft thou (fays the prophet in his facred volume) 
“ 4 fhip putting out to fea in a ftorm; and would{t thou not con- 


“ ftrain the owner of it to keep in harbour, left it dafh againift the 
St) TOCKS. 
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“rocks, and be loft? Seeft thou a man travelling into a far country, 
*‘ and, inftead of preferring the fafe and beaten path, taking his 
“¢ way through barren heaths, burning fands, expofed to the fury of 
** wild beafts and the flings of fcorpions ; wouldft thou not force him 
“to be ruled by thee?” Again: ‘ Seeft thou another preparing 


** to throw himfelf from a fharp point on one of the mountains of 


** Caucafus ; and would{t thou not lay thy hands on the wretch, left 
“* he bring mifchief on himfelf? Even fo let it be to every finner, 


** who departeth from the truth to do evil.” 


This being the opinion of the book, I own many are the doubts 
which have arifen in my mind concerning thy refidence among the 
idolaters of the Weft. If I have fometimes been afraid, left the pro- 
phane difputations of fophifts fully thy unfpotted faith, I have re- 
collected, that the fame prophet who commands us to avoid every 
pollution of the elements, which are the feeds of all things, com- 
mands us to avoid every pollution of the foul, which contains the 
feeds of reafon, immortality, and happinefs. Then have I withed 
thee to fly away from that detefted country on the wings of the 
morning, that thou mighteft no more be liable to fufpicion. If at 
other times I have thought thee too firm to be fhaken from the ge- 
nuine principles of ZOROASTER’s law, I have recolleéted, that the 
fame prophet who exhorts us, whatever temptations we combat, to 
hold faft to the religion of OROMASDEs, and to fuffer our minds to 
afcend from earth to heaven, as the fun mounts above the level of 
the waters to the zenith, whence he emits his warmeft and moft en- 
livening rays; exhorts us likewife, for want of power, by reproof 
and by inftruction, to perfuade thofe who are defiled with error to 
forfake it; on the fame principle, that thou wouldft compaffionately 
free the prifoner from the captivity which fooths him, for it may 
fpeedily end in his deftruétion. 


I conjure 


a a 
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I conjure thee, hide not the profeffion of our law; gird up thy 
loins with the holy girdle; let me not be told again of thy private 
expiations, to appeafe the prophet for what thou foftly calleft the 
neceflary omiflions of duty, but are in truth the fhameful compliances 
of fear. Addrefs thyfelf to the philofophers and magiftrates of 
Athens: let them bow no longer to idol-gods and idol-paffiéns, but 
adopt the Deity and the morals of ZOROASTER. ‘Think on the ex- 
ample propofed to thee by that great man, who looking on death 
with contempt, when fet againft the eftablifhment of his dotrines in 
the hearts of others, not only hazarded but loft his life, in endea- 
vouring to convert ARGAsP, king of the Scythians. Be thou com- 
forted alfo in remembering the fpeedy vengeance inflifted on that 
ftubborn prince by Darius. Such may be the fate of Athens from 
the pious ARTAXERXES, if fherefufe to hear thy miffion, and treat 
thee with a Scythian barbarity. But if, as is moft probable, in a 
{tate renowned for letters and for wit, her philofophers attempt to 
confute, and her poets to ridicule thee; be affured, as the facred fire 
on our altars is fmothered for a time by the fhrubs and flowers that 
are thrown upon it, yet is neverthelefs raifed and fupported by them ; 

fo is it with truth, which makes every impediment in its way the pro- 
per matter for itfelf to work upon, and converts the means intended 
for its overthrow, into thofe of its credit and propagation, 


VOL. Il. DD 


201% 


LETTER 
(CBO. O00. 
ame 


eee sea Wich usa ste RIP 28 9089, S00 g, Dp D SJ "M0 
Sg, S 8004. SG os, B $664, B 9969, 9009, D> "P00, Po 205, SB °20 9 Bn > ; aga sai ners 


PaaS aS Se 


202 ATHENTAN” 208FTSDE Rie. 


te pact atalino RN ; tien ‘ 
re < 7 ; iu 


ly. Bee Peo Re Gere 


CLEANDER “fo HYDASPES. 


LETTER f{ LCIBIADES came yefterday on a viflit to PuILEMON and myfelf, 
; Ton +x and we hada private fympofium. He had fcarcely entered the- 
apartment, when he laughed, and faid, “ I have juft been prefent 
“ at the deliberations of an ingenious aflembly, into which I am 
“ lately admitted.” ‘I warrant you, (interrupted I,) fome party 
“¢ of pleafure. You have perhaps been contriving fome conceit or 


“© fcheme to take place at the approaching Orgies.” ‘* No, (an- 
““ fwered he,) by HrercuLes, you were never more miftaken.” 
“ Then you have been difcourfing (returned I) with a knot of fo- 
‘© phifts or philofophers.” ‘ Why in truth, (replied he,) it was fo 
** grave a meeting, that you would have imagined, had you looked 
“ at us, it was a company of philofophers; and yet our conference 


“¢ was fo void of all meaning, that it might vie with the difputations 
“ of a fophift. To hold you no longer in fufpenfe, a fet of young 
“ citizens, who are fond of attending the debates of the people, and 
“¢ have a mind to make themfelves, not able ftatefmen, but popular 
“* orators, have compofed a fociety, where, in imitation of the great 
“ objects of SocRATES’s ridicule, they talk extempore on every 
‘* topick that is offered them.” “I perceive (interpofed PorLEMoNn) 
“ there is a great fpirit of eloquence gone forth into the world ; 
“and the forum (it is now fuggefted) was not defigned fo much 
“ for the tranfaétion of bufinefs, as for a vain oftentation of the ca- 
“pacity. If Minerva, the tutelar goddefs of Athens, infpires 
‘“‘ not our pofterity with better thoughts, the affairs of the fenate 

“and 
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«© and aflembly may degenerate into carelefs amufements. Thefe 
* trifles lead to ferious misfortunes *.” ‘ Pray (faid 1) who are 
“‘ the rulers of your club?” ‘ Not I, (anfwered ALc1BIADES,) 
“¢ though a member of it.” “ I take that for granted (returned I) ; 


> 


“ and it is impoflible for any one but a fophift to be either the framer 
* or condudtor of it.” ‘ You are in the right (replied he): THE- 
“ on and Isacoras, who are of that feét, both of them fuperior 
“ to us in years, feem to be our chief demagogues and managers. 
“ The one was a follower of HippraAs, and imitates him in con- 
“ ‘cifenefs, which he looks upon as a proof of genius (though you 
“ know it may difcover either great ftrength or poverty of parts): 
“ the other was a fcholar of GorerAs, and values himfelf on a 
“ florid copioufnefs. The former is of fo ridiculous an afpect, that 
“© he would make a droll figure in the paintings of PyREicus; and 
“ the latter is a man of fuch univerfal attainments, that he prefumed 
“© to contend in tragedy with Euvripipes himfelf. They have fo 
“ high a regard for the improvements of their pupils, that they al- 
«© ways take contrary fides, and frequently keep the converfation to 
“ themfelves. As foon as THEON has uttered two or three fen- 


* PurLEMon feems to have been of the fame fentiments with Cicero, who puts 
thefe words into the mouth of the elder Cato in the piece de Senedtute. ‘* Quod fi 
“ Jegere aut audire voletis externa, manimas refpublicas ab adolefcentibus labefaciatas re- 
“ perietis. 

“ Cedd, qui vefram rempublicam tantam amififis tam cito ? fic enim percontanti, ut ef 
s in Nevii Poeta ludo, refpondentur et alia, et hac in primis. 

“© Proveniebant Oratores novi, ftultuli, adolefcentuli.” 

It is remarkable, that Avcrp1apEs fhould have this converfation with PHILEMON, 
who forefaw the ruin that would be brought upon the ftate by the precipitate advice 
and meafures of fuch citizens as that young Athenian. He engaged his countrymen 
afterwards in the fatal expedition to Sicily. Should it be afked, how one of fo ro- 
mantick and debauched a turn could maintain any correfpondence with the grave Pur- 
LEMON ; it may be faid, he did like CaTiLine, bonos fibi. fpecie quddam virtutis affimu= 
late tenere. Wote by the Tranflator. 
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tences with fome difficulty and much formality, the forward Is A- 
GORAS lays hold of them, allows him the whole extent of his 
argument, but perhaps thinks it not to the purpofe; and after he 
has proceeded in his ufual ftrain of declamation, the fame fenti- 
ments purfued in different words, and warmly argued, furnifh 
out the exercife of the day.” “ But, (faid I,) though your dif- 
putes are not carried on in the beft manner, you keep your- 
{elves in breath, I imagine, by treating fubje€ts of importance 
asa trial of your invention.” ‘ Yes, (rejoined ALcIBIADES,) we 
have talked over every character in Homer *, from AcHILLES to 
THERSITES ; and have ftarted it as a problem of difficult folution, 
whether Nestor or ULysseEs was the wifeft? A friend of mine, 
who had been in Ithaca accidentally, (where hardly any body elfe 
ever was,) valued himfelf much upon it, and told us, ‘ he might 
perhaps be prejudiced in favour of one whom he had propofed as 
the pattern of his travels; but he could not help thinking, when 
he traverfed the rocky ifland, which was the royal patrimony of 
the hero, that the good effeéts of his government exifted vifibly 
in the face of the country till now.’ He concluded with fome 
{mart reflefions or ftrong things to the difadvantage of old 
Nestor. Such, CLEANDER, are the means by which many of 
the Athenians have learned a vicious fluency of words, and a pe- 
tulant vivacity. But we begin to be tired of antiquity, and are 
defcended to the worft of all modern produétions, the regula- 
tions of our own fociety.” “ One fhould apprehend (anfwered I) 
they muft be wretched fubjeéts of difcourfe. The flowers of elo- 
quence can never flourith or be raifed on barren foils.” “'True 


* The fophifts. were fond of extraGting topicks of declamation from the poets, 


efpecially from Homer, as may be colleéted from the Dialogues of Puaro. It is faid 
in one of them, that Hippras of Elis had thrown all the precepts neceffary for infti-. 
tuting youth into an ofation, and called it ‘* NgsTor’s Advice to a Son.” 
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(faid he); yet you know there is art required in glofling over a 
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ftatute or old order of the aflembly; and the fate of a queftion U—-——— 


will now and then depend on a defe& in the way of drawing it, 
or in the form of proceeding to confider it. We train ourfelves 
therefore to a qualification fo material to the interefts of the re- 
publick.” “ But, (continued I,) this might be an improving exer- 
cife, if you would refolve to digeft in your minds the matter of a 
curious fubject, which would admit fome difference of opinion con- 
cerning it, before the day of debate. As to the expreflions, the 
lefs they are premeditated, methinks the better.” “ I agree with 
you, (returned ALCIBIADES,) and had once the boldnefs to move 
what you mention. I believe it is almoft the only time I ever 
troubled them with my thoughts at all. For I have learned from 
SocRATES, not to talk of any thing before I have confidered it ; 
fo that in this fociety I generally entertain myfelf with the wif- 
dom of others, and obferve a more than Pythagorick filence. It 
was faid, in objection. to it, that the very end of the meeting 
would be deftroyed, which was. ‘ to {peak without thinking.’ 
A noble inftitution (cried PHiLEMoN); thefe men would ill 
imitate your uncle PERrcLES, whofe excellent talents, as an orator, 
were formed, not by an idle loquacity, but by long application to 
philofophy, joined to great natural quicknefs and comprehenfion 
of parts. Words are only the inftruments to convey our thoughts ; 
and you might as well flatter yourfelf to become a painter at once, 
by taking a pencil into your hand, as a mafter of eloquence, by 


29 


gaining a readinefs of fpeech.” ‘ You may remember, (faid Av. 
CIBIADES,) that THUCYDIDES, who fucceeded Crmon in the op- 
pofite intereft to Pericres, founded a fort of political leCture> 
and paid fome fophift very largely for his afliduity in teaching 
that fcience to the young Athenians. What would you fay now: 
(fince you feem to think we want good materials for debating,) if 


“ the 
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eet has “ the two inftitutions were joined together; and the difciples of 


enya “ this laft, after a certain time, delivered tothe care of THEON and 
66 


IsaGorAs, that they might produce in the fociety for the encou- 
ragement of eloquence, thofe abilities they had acquired in the 
“¢ {chool of politicks?’’ “* Forgive me, (replied he,) if I cannot be 
“* pleafant on a matter of fuch lafting confequence. For I take this 


“ faculty of difcourfing on both fides of a queftion, which the fo- 
a4 
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phifts are fond of exerting themfelves and communicating to others, 
“« not to be fo hurtful to fcience, as dangerous to virtue. It tempts 
us to lay afide fincerity, and to varnith over falfehood ; it intro- 
duces fomething of the drama into publick councils, and fami- 


*¢ Jiarizes our youth to the acting of a part.” 
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ORSAMES fo CLEANDER. Jrom Taoces, on the borders of the 
Perfian Gulf. 


wn the leifure of a few months recefs from the court, I want no LETTER 
bis : ONLI: 
inducement, CLEANDER, to refume my correfpondence with , , 


thee. From the opinion thou haft formed of me, thou wilt readily 


conceive how great a relief I find in this retirement from the hurry 


and diffipation of a publick life. Taoces (for that is the name of 


this place from the neighbouring promontory) was an ancient plea- 


{fure-feat of the Achemenian princes, the anceftors of Cyrus, but 
has fince pafled by grant into the family of Parmys. The pleafant- 


nefs of the place is greatly owing to its maritime fituation, and to 
the natural variety of its woodlands, lawns, and water; though very 
confiderable improvements have been made by large plantations in 


the paradifes that encompafs it; nor is the beauty of its profpedcts 


diminifhed from the contraft of a more barren and mountainous 


country, viewed at a diftance, towards the borders of Carmania. 
Above Taoces, about two hundred ftadia upon the river Granis, 
which at this place falls into the Perfian Gulf, ftands Gabx, one of 


the royal palaces, as Pafareada was the other, between which the 
y > oO 9 


kings of Perfia in former times refided; for the champain country 


about thefe places recommended their fituation to 6ur ancient mo- 
narchs, whofe pieafures. confifted in manly exercifes, and whofe 


chief diverfion was the chace. In thofe days, all the youth of 


Perfia, educated after the difcipline of our ancient fchools, were 


called upon in their turns to attend their fovereign to the field, not 


indeed fo often againft the human kind, as in the purfuit of favage 
animals, 
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eee animals, with which they were frequently expofed to no lefs hazard- 
L————aad OUs encounters, and by this means properly trained to all the ftrata- 
gems and toils of war. They then purfued the game on foot, and 
contended in fpeed with the fwifteft animals; for, till the times of 


Cyrus, a horte was little known in Perfia. Pafargada is fituated upon 


the river Agradatus, now more commonly called after the name of 
our immortal Cyrus. The courfe of it is through the vale of Perfis, 
the middle and moft fruitful part of the country. Cyrus, even after 


he had begun the moft magnificent palace of the eaft, ftill retained 
a particular fondnefs for that place. There paffed the clofing fcene 
of his glorious life ; and in the gardens belonging to that ancient feat 
of his anceftors, he ordered that his remains fhould be depofited: his 
fepulchre is plain and fimple, diftinguifhed only by an obelifk, which 
ftands in the centre of a thick wood. Within the palace of Pafar- 
gada are the courts of juftice, and the ancient fchools; the former 


fupplied by the itinerant judges, who are fent annually through all the 
provinces; the latter now under the direCtion of the Magi; but they, 


CLEANDER, are more induftrious to maintain the reputation, and 


promote the f{peculative ftudies of their own order, than to fee the 
{pirit of the ancient difcipline preferved in its full vigor. Pafargada is 
now become one of the moft confiderable colleges of their profeffion : 
another fettlement they had in a village near adjacent, which bore 
the name of Ecbatana, till Darius obliged them to remove from 
thence, and built the town of that name upon the mountains. The 


court is this {pring at Perfepolis, from whence the great king is ex- 
pected to make a progrefs to Pafargada: except in thefe progrefles, 
the concourfe and fplendour of'a Perfian court is feldom feen there:; 
yet, without that, even in thefe remote corners of Perfia, frequent 
opportunities offer of mixing in a very polite and various fociety. 
The voyages of the Phoenicians have, of late ages, thou knoweft, 
opened a commerce of literature between the moft diftant climates 


of 


oO 
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of the eaft and weft ; which has occafioned a great refort of ftrangers, 
efpecially of the Grecian fophifts, into thefe parts: for they, whofe 
refearches after knowledge carry them even to the Indian Brach- 
mans, will not fail to vifit the fchools of the Magi.. The fituation 
of my Pertian villa puts me fometimes in the way of thefe learned 
guefts; they are generally introduced to me by the courteous Mage 
Tgaspes, who obliges PARMys and me with his company in this 
agreeable retirement. ‘The adjacent promontory of Taoces affords 
a commodious harbour to the Tyrian merchants. Among them I 
often meet with men of an enlarged mind, and improved under- 
ftanding; fuch as I have heard thy brother Hippras defcribed 
to be, by the great men who have feen him at the court of Ec- 
batana. 


I have long entertained an opinion, that there was a nearer con-= 
fanguinity between the diftant nations of the earth, than they them- 
felves are generally apprized of. My happening, upon fome occa 
fion, to fuggeft this hint in a mixed company of Greeks and Afia~ 
ticks, who were met not long fince at Taoces, brought on a con- 
verfation, that has a good deal confirmed me in thefe fentiments. 
PytTuHoNn, the Athenian agent, who, being in thefe parts upon his 
mercantile affairs, chanced to be one of the company, {aid with 
fome earneftnefs, that though in the relation he ftood to a certain 
{tate, he fhould be unwilling to give up a point fo interefting to 
many of the Greeks, as that of their being the Aurox@oves of their 
native country ; yet he fhould with pleafure attend to any difcoveries 
of a natural alliance between them and the fubjects of the great king. 
“ I fear (faid TEAspEs) you muft firft relinquith thofe boafted 
** pretenfions of your Grecian friends, before any fuch relation be- 
“ tween them and thefe eaftern nations can be made out.” Iromus, 
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a Phoenician merchant, who fat by, was difpofed to treat the fub- 


ce 


jet with raillery, and alleged, “ that, confidering the barbarous {tate 


of ancient Greece, before CADMUs - introduced humanity among. 
its early inhabitants, he faw nothing extravagant in the pretenfions 
of thofe Greeks who make their firft anceftors the fpontaneous. 
produét of the earth.” “ It muft be owned (replied PYTHON) that 
there is a great mixture of fable in the early periods of the Gre- 
cian hiftory. But will not the fame objection lie to the hiftory 
of all other nations, if you attempt to trace them up to their firft 
original? Thus, if Inacuus be ftyled the offspring of OckANUS 
and Tetuys, this carries his antiquity to that height, as to leave it 
uncertain who were his progenitors. And is not SEMIRAMIS, 
in like manner, reported to be the daughter of the Syrian god- 
defs?” “I have had (faid Teaspzs) feveral opportunities of 
converfing intimately with the priefts of Byblos, who, you will 
allow, deferve to be confulted, in points of the earlieft antiquity ; 
and I can with confidence affirm, that of the antiquities of the 
Greeks, till the xera of the Olympiads, there is very little certainty 
to be collected from any traditions or monuments that have been: 
preferved by their own hiftorians. I muft fo far, however, dif- 
fent from IRomus, as to believe, that there were diftin® commu- 


‘ nities and forms of government eftablifhed by the Pelafgi, before: 


the coming of CADMUS into Greece. Phoenicia had fent colonies 
thither long before that which he fettled at' Thebes in Beeotia.. 
The very name of Inacuus, who is the reputed founder of the 


‘ Argive kingdom, betrays his Phoenician original ; and PHORO- 


NEusS bears an affinity to an figyptian name. It was under his 
government that the fcattered families of the Pelafgi were brought 
to unite themfelves in a regular fociety with the newly tranf- 


planted colonies, who followed PHORONEUS into that country 
** foon 
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foon after the expulfion of the Phoenicians out of Egypt.” 
You muft allow, then, (interpofed Pyruon,) that the Pelafgi 
themfelves were more ancient in Greece, than the colonies you 
{peak of.” ‘Some indeed (replied TEaspes) muft have got 
fooner there than the reft; and I ufe the word Pelafgi, becaufe, 
upon the authority of the Greeks themfelves, I find no name 
more ancient for the firft inhabitants of that country. But you 
cannot be ignorant, I fuppofe, that the name of Pelafgi could 
only belong to a people who had pafled the fea, and fufficiently 
deftroys the high pretenfions of your countrymen, of being 
coéyal almoft with the territory itfelf. And here I cannot help 
repeating your*own fabulous account of INAcuus, under which 
feems to be difguifed fome hiftorical tradition, when it is faid 
that he was the offspring of OcraNnus and TETuys; which, al- 
lowing that he came from a country beyond the feas, is eafily ex- 
plained, but is otherwife a fenfelefs legend.” ‘* I muft beg leave 
(faid I, here interpofing) to offer fomething in fupport of the great 
antiquity of the Athenians. It is a tradition among the Agyptian 
priefts, that they were originally a Sethroite colony; and that 
Osiris left TRiproLtemus with them, in their new territory, to 
teach them the art of tillage. The Phoenician facred records re- 
late, how CHRONUs travelled about the world with his daughter 
ATHENA, and gave her the coaft of Attica; fo that both thefe 
authorities fix the firft fettlement in Attica, as high as the times 
of Osiris. And there is reafon to believe, from the teftimony 
of thofe two nations, which contend for the earlieft antiquity, 
that thefe eaftern countries, which have fucceflively been the 
feats of empire, were overf{pread, about the fame time, from one 


common ftock. Beyond the times of Osiris we find nothing 


in the Agyptian account but mythology. I am nat ignorant, 
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there are Phoenician traditions pretended to be derived from 


TAAUTUS, which carry up the hiftory of the human race for 
ten generations higher than CHRONUS. But you, TEAspss, I 
know, confider that ancient epoch of Osrris, about which ends 
with the Aigyptians the reign of their demi-gods, as the time 
when the earth began to be planted anew after the univerfal de- 
lage.” I do (replied TrEaspes); and I make no doubt but 
that StsuruRus and his family, who fo miraculoufly, as it is 
related in the books of the Chaldzan fages, efcaped the univerfal 
deluge, might pafs among pofterity for a remnant of the race of 
the demi-gods, who had exifted in another ftate of things. And 
if we confider how impoffible it was for any mionuments to have 
been preferved of the antediluvian ages, and what the ftate of 
moft nations, after their firft planting, muft have been; we thall 
neceffarily be brought to fix here the earlieft zra of the hiftorical 
times. And the Greeks cannot complain, though we allow not 


of their {fpringing from the earth itfelf, that we have made their 
origin too recent.” 


“« } thank you both, (faid Pyruon,) for this polite and rational 
inquiry into a fubje&, which appears, in the light you have con~ 
fidered it, to be of the greateft moment for eftablifhing an uni- 
verfal benevolence among the human fpecies. You could elfe, E 
am ready to believe, have more eafily indulged me in my Gre- 
cian prejudices. But to fpeak the truth, Iam much lefs con- 
cerned for what becomes of the boafted original of my Athenian: 
friends, than I am for improving, as far as may be, thofe prin- 
ciples of humanity, which are fo forcibly inculcated from the 
confideration of the whole race, as being defcended of one com-. 
mon ftock. But my curiofity is much excited, to know the opi- 
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nion of your enlightened fages, with regard to the origin of man, 
and when he firft exifted upon the earth. The fubject of our 
prefent converfation naturally leads to this further inquiry.” 
This queftion (faid TEAspEs) is clofely connected with our Ma- 
gian doétrines of the Cofmogony. However, I fhall not be un- 
willing to gratify your curiofity; fince an explanation upon: 
thefe fubjects will do honour to the religion of ZOROASTER, 
and clear up our philofophical opinions from thofe grofs mif-. 
takes, which fome of your countrymen have entertained concern= 


ing them.” 
L. 
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CLEANDER fo GoBRYAS. From Athens. 


HE fortune of the war, which, fince my laft difpatches, inclines 

to the fide of Athens, has given a fudden turn to the affairs of 
this country, which,. if fome unforefeen event does not arife, may 
produce confequences, not lefs advantageous to the Grecian ftates, 
than detrimental to Perfia Thou muft have judged, from all the 
accounts of Pylus, that it was reduced to the laft extremity; and 
indeed fo little expectation of preferving it remained here, that no- 
thing could be more furprizing, as well as agreeable, than the news 
we received within thefe few days, that the blockade was raifed 
by fea, and a truce concluded with the Lacedemonian generals. 
Thofe who have been long converfant in political bufinefs, muft 
have frequently obferved, that when their hopes feem beft founded, 
and their thoughts are employed in purfuing a feries of imaginary 
triumphs, one unlucky incident reduces them to defpair, and foon 
after, a ftroke of good fortune, as unlooked-for as the bad, reftores 
{pirit and refolution to their counfels. 


Without making a particular application of this remark to the 
Athenian republick in the prefent crifis, I will haften to explain the 
facts which gave rife to it. Not long after the defperate aflault 
maintained by DEMosTHENEs, (of which my laft letters made 
mention,) the Athenian admiral from Zacynthus came up with forty 
fail, and offered battle to the Lacedamonian fleet, which, inftead of 
accepting the challenge, kept itfelf ranged in a line clofe to the fhore 
within the harbour, Upon this Nrcras called a council of war, 
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where it was determined, by the unanimous opinion of the’captains, 
to force their way into the port, the entrance of which, either 
through neglect or want of fkill in the engineers, was not blocked 
up in the manner at firft propofed. The proje&t was as gallantly ex~ 
ecuted as it had been wifely concerted: five of the enemies fhips 
were taken; feveral of them run aground and were much fhattered ; 
and none would have efcaped being entirely demolifhed, if the fol- 
diers from the Lacedemonian camp, on the fhore, had not entered 
the fea with their arms, and recovered fome of their veflels, at the 


{word’s point, out of the hands of the Athenians. In confequence 


. 


of this fuccefs, fupplies of men and provifion were immediately 


thrown into Pylus, the coaft cleared of the Peloponnefian gallies, 
and four hundred and twenty natives of Lacedemon {hut up in the 
ifland of Sphacteria, and deprived of -all poffibility of relief, whilft 


the Athenians continued mafters at fea. The news of this aGtion 


no fooner reached Sparta, than the magiftrates, in the deepeft con-- 


cern for the danger to which fo many of their braveft and moft dif- 
tinguifhed citizens were expofed, repaired in perfon to the Pelopon- 
nefian camp ; and finding it impradticable, from the difpofition made 
by the Athenian commanders, to give any affliftance to their diftrefled 
countrymen in the ifland, propofed a fufpenfion of arms to Nicras 
and DEMOSTHENES. ‘They agreed to it on the following condi- 
tions: Firft, That embafladots fhould be fent from Sparta to Athens, 
with full powers to conclude a definitive treaty. Secondly, That 
the Lacedemonians fhould deliver up all their fhips of war, at that 
time lying on the coafts of Laconia, to Athenian commiffioners, 
who fhould be inftructed to reftore them at the expiration of the 
truce, which was to laft till tle return of the embafladors. Thirdly, 
That- the Athenians fhould give leave fora daily ftated portion of 
bread, flefh, and wine, to be conveyed into: the ifland for the ufe of 
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the garrifon there. Fourthly, That if any one of thefe articles were 
broken, the whole fhould be void. Thou mayeft imagine, noble 
{cribe, with what joy conditions fo honourable to this ftate were ra- 
tified by the people. NuciAs’s condu@t is much applauded ; and 
the general opinion of him ftrengthened, that though he is flow in 
refolving, yet when once engaged in action, he wants neither ad- 
drefs nor vigour in executing. The Lacedemonians have nomi- 
nated three of their principal citizens for embafladors, who are 
fhortly expected to arrive here. This full tide of fortune flowing 
in at once upon the Athenians, has greatly exalted their fpirits; and 
from that very circumftance, I fhould conjeQure they would not 
make a right ufe of it. They have this day fent an exprefs to 
PyTHON, with an anfwer to the points complained of by our court. 
As to the depredations on our merchants, they affert thexight which 
all nations have, in time of war, to prevent fupplies being carried to 
their enemies ; and endeavour to fhew, that the far greater number 
of veffels on the lift delivered in to their minifter are included under 
that head. For the reft, they offer fatisfaction in general terms, 
when a more particular inquiry has been made into the lofles. As to 
the receiving ZopyrRus, they allege, that they could not have fe- 
cured his perfon, without violating all the laws of hofpitality in ufe 
among the Grecians, and making a moft ungrateful return to the 
kindnefs and regard which his mother had always fhewn to the re- 
publick of Athens. That, however, he had communicated none of 
his projects to the ftate, had received no encouragement from them, 
and was alone anfwerable for the confequences of his mifcondua. 
Thefe inftru@tions conclude, by reprefenting the frefh grounds of 
alarm which they have taken at the king’s defigns againft the Greek 
colonies, by the encampment of the army near Sardis, and the dif- 
eovery of feveral Perfian agents in Miletus and Smyrna, who have 
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confeffed, upon examination, that they were employed to bring over 
the citizens to fubmit, without oppofition, to the government of 
ARTAXERXES. 


Thefe paper-weapons, potent lord, give me no uneatinefs, as they 
can produce no obftruation to the king’s meafures. But the pro- 
fpe& of a general peace amongft the Grecian ftates fills me with 
apprehenfions, which, I with, for the fake of Perfia, may be en- 
tirely chimerical. Will they not, in this cafe, unite to difconcert 
the views which our mafter may have formed upon the maritime 
cities of Afia Minor, and the ifles of the Agean Sea? Will they 
not lay hold of the flighteft pretence to tranfport an army to the 
oppotite continent, and fpread defolation over the neighbouring pro- 
vinces? And to what hazards may not our commerce and our navy, 
which have within thefe few years begun to recover themfelves, be 
expofed from the united force of a nation inured by education and 
experience to continual toils and warfare? 


A ftrong party in this republick, compofed of the men of fub- 
ftance, the elder citizens, and the hufbandmen, declare ftrongly for 
peace. They cry out, that the prefent opportunity fhould, not be 
loft, of delivering Athens, as well as the reft of Greece, from the 
calamities under which they have long laboured, and of eftablifhing 
their general happinefs and fecurity on lafting foundations.. Nicras 
is the principal labourer-in this good’ work; a man of piety, in- 
clining to fuperftition, and a gravity fomething formal. He has 
long been the champion of the ariftocratical faction againft CLEON 
and the popular demagogues, and for that reafon ftood the mark of 
their calumnies and ridicule; but he is fo univerfally acknowledged 
to be a difinterefted lover of his country, anda prudent conduétor 
of bufinefs, that he poflefles no {mall fhare in the efteem of the 
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people. Next to him, both for credit and capacity, I may well reckon 
my friend PHiLEMoN, whom I have often mentioned in the courfe 
of thefe difpatches, and I can add nothing farther now concerning 
him, than that he wifhes moft ardently to clofe his eyes with the fatis- 
faction of having contributed towards uniting the Greeks. I do not 
in the leaft doubt, that CLEON and his faction will throw all the 
obftacles poffible in the way of thefe negociations. But the queftion 
is, whether the true intereft of this republick, fupported, as it is, 
by the friends of peace, will not prevail in the ftruggle; nor can any 
thing prevent it, unlefs the Athenians, flufhed with fuccefs, infift 
upon terms to which the Lacedezmonians cannot agree, confiftently 
with their own honour and that of their allies. 


If I may have the permiflion to open myfelf freely to thee, I 
fhould think nothing would tend more to advance the king’s affairs 
in thefe parts, than to keep embafladors refident with the principal 
commonwealths. Thofe who a& by publick authority can take 
their meafures on the {pot with boldnefs, can lay hold of every fa- 
vourable opportunity to fet on foot an ufeful negociation, and are 
not afhamed or afraid to raife up friends to their fovereign, and a& 
in concert with them ; whilft an unauthorized agent, like myfelf, ‘is 
unable to take one ftep without innumerable precautions and re- 
ferves; can barely fuggeft fit occafions to his court, which pafs by 
unprofitably before they can be turned to account; and, were he 
obferved to form parties. in’ the ftate, or declare himfelf for one 
prince more than another, fufpicions would be raifed, his own fafety 
endangered, and his life, perhaps, facrificed to the malice of his 
enemies and the feverity of the laws. Imagine not, potent lord, that 
f would decline any difficulties or hazards in the difcharge of my 
duty here. Whatever inftru€tions I may receive in this critical 


juncture (which I expect with impatience) hall be performed with 
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the utmoft exa€tnefs. I hope you will have made fome progrefs in 
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the conferences with the Lacedemonian embaffadors, before the ———— 


news of thefe changes can reach them. 


I fhall not lengthen out this difpatch, by entering into any detail 
of the affairs in other places, to which the Athenians themfelves, at 
this time, give but little attention. ‘They are not much concerned 
at the lofs of Eione in Thrace, which was taken by SIMONIDES, 
their general, at the beginning of the fpring; nor with the revolt 
of Meffina in Sicily from their alliance, though a town of import- 
ance. There have been two naval engagements between the Syra- 
cufian and Athenian fquadrons in the Streights of Sicily, of no great 
confequence to either fide, unlefs that the latter are retired to Rhegium, 
and expect orders to return home, and leave the inhabitants of Sicily 
to decide their controverfies amongft themfelves. I refer the event of 
ZOPYRUS’s attempt on Caunus to the relations of the governor of 
Caria, being perfuaded it is a fubje€t equally difagreeable to us both. 
The giddy youth, intoxicated with pride, paid no regard to my 
friendly admonitions, and has thrown away his life and reputation in 
the chimerical projects of rafh adventurers. He had certainly parts 
to have deferved better of his fovereign. May he be the laft inftance 
of difloyalty ARTAXERXES may experience during the courfe of a 
reign, for the conclufion of which, I fincerely with the youngeft 
man in the empire may not live to fee his houfehold fire extinguifhed. 


Adieu. 
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OrRSAMES ¢o CLEANDER. 


EAspeES, who had fo civilly complied with my requeft, continued 
his difcourfe in the following manner: “ In the theory I am 
going to advance, you muft not think it ftrange, if I as much dif- 
fent from the A’gyptians and Phoenicians, as I have hitherto held 
with them in their hiftorical accounts, againft the uncertain and 
fabulous traditions of the Greeks. I can no more underftand how 
a wind inclofed in the cavities of unfhapen matter could be the 
active principle to work out of it an organized body, than I can 
believe the original production of men and other animals to have 
been from the flime of the Nile, impregnated by the heat of that 
climate, without recurring to an higher caufe. The human body, 
we allow, was formed out of the earth, and blended with the 
other elements; but we inquire after that intelligent plaftick 
power, which could produce fo excellent a fabrick. Without ‘it, 
we have a great deal to account for, before we come to the pro- 
duction of a being endowed with life and fenfe. Let us fuppofe 
then the elements in a ftate of chaos, or lying together in one 
undiftinguifhed mafs. By what innate powers fhall they be fe- 
parated ; and what fhall difpofe them in that excellent order and 
harmony which we fo juftly admire in the arrangement of the 
univerfe? Let us fuppofe, if you pleafe, for mere amufement, 
a dark troubled air, hovering over a watery mixture, or a wind 
caufing a great ferment in the general mucilage of matter. Then, 
in the violent agitation, the fiery particles are to find their lightnefs, 


“ and 


¢ 


ay 


ce 


é¢ 


ps ai ei ae aa —. - = S&S ES “Le &; BO ¢'. 5%. 
“8a, Be Pe; €06, B98 9, BD 009, “oo, — $89 00g, Sl, HF "09, SD 0, Do 980s er “WG 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 221 


and mount up to the higher regions; and by that means, out LETTER 
of this mét, or troubled mixture, the fun and ftars are to fhine Gone 
out. The grofler matter, by reafon of its weight, muft fink as 
low as poffible ; and the humid parts being lighter, fhould confe- 
quently rife and float above it. What lucky chance then. pre- 
pared that great chafm and profundity to contain them? And 
when the waters were taught to know their bounds, what fixed 
the radiant Miruras at fuch an equal diftance, as to dry, but 
not burn up, by his parching heat, the drained earth? What, in 
the mean while, fupported the whole fabrick ?. Or, when the fe- 
paration of the elements firft began, what afligned them height or 
depth in the boundlefs circumfcribing fpace? And what gave the 
terraqueous globe, when formed, its perpetual rolling motion ; 
by which every part by turns is made to partake of the genial in- 
fluence from that luminary? How infinitely perplexed and em- 
barraffed are our notions, when we would eftablith effets without 
acaufe, and fuppofe a mafter-piece of defign and contrivance not 
to have been produced by an intelligent author? But let us pro- 
ceed in examining this hopeful formation of the mundane fyftem. 
We are to fuppofe things endued with vegetative and animal life, 
and at laft intelligent animals produced from principles, without 
either fenfe or intelligence. How do thofe fkilful Cofmogonifts 
acquit themfelves of this arduous tafk ? Why, they tell you of 
violent thunders and lightnings, at the ftroke of which the inani- 
mate organized forms were awakened into life, and roufed and 
frightened with the found, began to ftir and look about them. If 
you inquire further, how thefe chance productions came to be 
ready formed and organized, I will, with OrRsAmEs’s leave, make 
free with the recondite wifdom of his Agyptian friends.” “I 
thought, (faid I,) TzAspEs, you had entertained a better opinion 
of me, than to believe me a convert to any of their doctrines ;. 
© much. 
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much lefs to that which, without the mention of a divine artift, 
attempts to account for the origin of his creatures.” “ Pardon 
me, (replied TrEAspEs,) I would by no means infinuate, that 
you deferve this imputation; the moft that can be faid is, that 
you differ from us a little as to the folemnity of the fix fea- 
fons, which by ZOROASTER we are commanded to keep holy, in 
commemoration of the creation. For this, I know, you confider 
as an exoterick reprefentation of it, accommodated to the appre- 
henfion of the vulgar. But I am fatisfied you entirely agree with 
us in the effentials of our belief, although you may think it was 
as eafy for the power of OROMASDES to have raifed this great 
theatre of the univerfe in an inftant, as by the flower progrefs of 
many months. The Agyptians (I was going then to fay) maintain, 
that as the muddy earth became incrufted by the heat of the fun, 
the moifture underneath fermenting, bubbled up in many places, 
and appeared as fo many puftules, wrapt up in thin and flender 
coats and {kins ; and this lafted till the foetufes arrived at perfec 
age, when their fhelly prifons growing dry and breaking, made 
way for their delivery. This might be well reckoned among 
thofe abfurd conceits which are more wifely contemned than con- 
futed. But they appeal, in this cafe, from the arbitration of rea- 
fon, to example and matter of fact, and inftance in the produc- 
tion of mice and other vermin, at this day, from the flime caft 
upon the land by the overflowing of the Nile. Of thefe they 
pretend, fome are perfect, others half-formed, cleaving to the foil 
whence they are produced; which you, OrsAmes, have often 
obferved to be a very ridiculous miftake, and an impofition too 
gro{s to pafs upon people who have their eyes open. They con- 
clude from hence, that in the beginning of things, when the earth 
was perfectly fertile and fucculent, various living creatures might 
proceed from it in like manner. But granting that certain fpecies 
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© of animals or infets fwarm moft in Egypt at that feafon; does 
“ it from thence follow, that moifture generates animals from heat, 
** without any other feminal principle? If it be capable of pro- 
“ ducing thefe, why fhould it not, by the fame influence, at the 
“‘ fame time, produce all the feveral kinds that are exiftent? But 
“* this not happening, it is fufficiently evident, that there is fome- 
“ thing more than the action of heat upon putrified moifture ne- 
** ceflary to produce them. I fee no reafon, if the foil be as fruitful 
** now as it was in the beginning, why it fhould not produce men 
*¢ and the nobler kinds of beafts in our days, if ever it did fo. But 
“ if there had been a gradual diminution of the generative faculty 
* of the earth, that it hath dwindled from nobler animals to puny 
““ mice and infects; why is there not the like decay in the’ pro- 
“* duction of vegetables? We ought by this time to have loft the 
** whole fpecies of oaks and cedars, and the other tall and lofty 
“ fons of the foreft; and have had nothing left in their room, but 
“ dwarfith fhrubs, and creeping mofs, and defpicable mufhrooms. 
* Now, with regard to the production of animals, it amounts with 
“* me to the fame, whether we confider them fpringing out of the 
** earth, as they might, for what we know, in the beginning ; or 
“* generated from creatures of the fame fpecies antecedent to them. 
“ For whether it be in the wombs of the earth, or in the womb of 
¢ an animal, the matter mutt be rightly difpofed for this production ; 
“ muft have in it the proper feminal principle; and be endued with 
© that prolifick power, which appears not to be any innate quality 
“‘ in matter. There -nay, for aught we know, be one general 
“ plaftick nature belonging to the whole terreftrial globe, by which 
all plants and vegetables may be differently formed, according to 
“ their different feeds. But what has this to do-with animal life? 
“* You may proceed in the fame manner, and fuppofe one more uni- 
 verfal difplayed through the whole corporeal fyftem, which makes 
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all things confpire every where, and agree together in order and 
harmony. But neither of thefe can we poflibly conceive to be 
any thing more than the laws of motion derived to matter from 
a firft intelligent caufe, who muft be the beginner of motion, 
which experience teaches is not effential to matter, and the author 
of life, fenfe, and intelligence; which are things we could not 
poflibly conceive to arife from any modifications of matter, 
even though motion were eflential to it. After having faid this, 
I need not be referved in explaining to you, and developing of its 
emblematical drefs, the religious philofophy of the Magi. It has 
been falfely reported of us, by thofe who knew little of our wor- 
fhip, that we paid divine honours to the elements, and to the pla- 
netary fyftem. This they build upon flight prefumptions, froma 
miftaken notion of our civil ceremonies, and of the reprefentations 
{aid to be concealed in the Mithriack cave. In the falutation of 
MitTuras, we do indeed addrefs ourfelves to that luminary with 
folemn feftive pomp and rejoicing; but it begins in the name of 
OROMASDES, and is directed to his honour alone, whom we 
praife for the benefits derived upon us from the fun, his great 
fymbol and vicegerent in the heavens. Of the fame kind is 
our feftival of the moon, of Mars, and the other planets. The 
figures concealed in the Mithriack cave are aftrological reprefent- 
ations of the elements, of the zodiack, and climes of the heavens ; 
as the cave itfelf is the reprefentation of the world at. large, in 
which the radiant Miruras fills the principal orb, difperfing his 
influence through the whole fyftem. It is well. known, that in 
our folemn proceffions, the chariot or horfe dedicated to the fun is 
always preceded by an empty chariot, facred to OROMASDES. 
This is not intended for mere idle pageantry, but to emblematize 
an holy doGrine. ORomaspes is with us confidered as the 
firft and fupreme director of this moft perfect chariot of the uni- 
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verfe; and the fun, though the moft glorious of all apparent ob- } 


jects, yet difpenfes his influence through the vifible creation, only H—~—— 


in fubordination to that invifible power: and thus there is an 
unity of power, and a monarchy in the univerfe. What there- 
fore the Greeks have falfely called a Theogony in the hymn ufually 
fung by the officiating Mage at our facrifices, is no more than 
ZOROASTER’s dodtrine of the origin of the elements, and of the 
great phenomena of nature.” ‘ The Mithriack ceremonies (faid 
PytTuown) have generally been objected to you by the Greeks, upon 
your difclaiming a vilible divinity, and thought inconfiftent with 
your pretended averfion to image-worfhip. How is it we hear of 
your Mituras pictured like a Perfian king, trampling upon 
and wounding the fides of a proftrate ox, which naturally puts 
one in mind of the BsQovia of the Greeks? a ceremony, to {peak 
freely, of a very ridiculous kind, performed annually, to the ter- 
ror of all oxen, in memory of one which had the boldnefs to de- 
vour the facred corn which was kept for the feftival of Baccuus.” 
You are refolved, I fee, (faid TEAspPEs,) to force your admittance 
into the myftick cave. However, I am not unwilling to indulge 
your curiofity fo far as may ferve to undeceive you in thefe pre- 


judices. Know then, that the concerns of agriculture and paftoral 


life, which employed mankind in the early ages of the world, 
firft fixed their attention upon the heavens; and that as the fruit- 
fulnefs of the earth, and of the animals upon it, was fancied to 
depend on the influence of the heavenly bodies, thofe objects. 
about which the firft obfervers were daily converfant, and in which 
they were moftly interefted, gave names to the conftellations,, 
which marked out to them the feveral feafons. Such portions, 
for inftance, of the zodiack as the fun pafled through in the ver- 
nal months, they diftinguifhed by the conftellations obferved to 
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be in thofe divifions which they named the ram and bull, in al- 
lufion to the genial influence which the fun had, at that feafon, 
upon their flocks and herds, exciting them to propagate their kind. 
The next divifion of the zodiack is denominated from the twins 
of beafts; the emblem alluding to this, that the animals before 
mentioned are obferved commonly to increafe by twins. So that 
the figure of MiTHRAs trampling upon the bull is no more than 
an aftrological emblem, implying the influence the fun has upon 
that fpecies of animals, when he appears in that fign, or when 
the heavens are in that particular configuration with refpe& to us.” 
I perceive, (faid PyTHoN,) that, not fatisfied with having de- 
throned the gods of Greece, you will go on to vindicate the reli- 
gion of ZOROASTER, at the expence of our whole poetical my- 
thology. Neither the golden fleece, nor the twin fons of LEpa, 
nor the unfortunate daughter of Icarus, fhall preferve their 
ftation among the ftars.” “ Indeed, (faid TEAsPEs,) the celeftial . 
virgin, for fome ages, was taken only for a poor leafing maid, 
holding the fibul, or ear of corn, in token of the harveft, till your 
poets, in complaifance to the fair fex, difcovered her pedigree and 
defcent from DepAtus.” “ Well, (replied Pytuon,) I could 
be reconciled to you upon this head, had I not, in the capacity of 
a Greek, the fame grievous complaint againft you in this, as I 
had in the former queftion. You take pains firft to mortify the 
vanity of my countrymen, by proving them to have been colonies 
from other nations ; and now you proceed to leffen the reputation 
of our Orphick dodtrines, by expofing their Phcenician original. 
And, to fay the truth, if the Orphick do@trines are no more than 
Phoenician or figyptian. fables, I fear the popular divinities have 
proceeded from the fame fource, and have a like precarious exift- 
ence with Night and Erebus, or Love and Difcord, among the 
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“ Orphick principles. But, to fpeak freely, I can more eafily part 
“ with thefe, than not acknowledge that eternal mind, the principle 
“* you contend for, in the origin of things.” 


I thought, CLEANDER, fome account of this converfation would 
not prove unentertaining to thee, who never couldft enflave thy 
reafon to arbitrary tenets, nor meanly proftitute thy aflent to any 
popular prejudices. In matters of indifference to religion or civil 
life, it would be deemed very unjuft to deny men the free ex- 
ercife of their own thoughts; and furely thofe fubjects, that are of 
importance to either, deferve a free and impartial inquiry, the more 
on that very account. ‘TEAspes felt a fenfible pleafure to find the 
Greek agent fit fo loofe to his national prejudices; and fince he is 
fo well inclined to the rational belief of one fupreme mind, doubts not 
of bringing him to embrace the dodtrines of ZOROASTER. Thou, 
who frequenteft the Lyceum and the porches of the Greek philofo- 
phers, mayft eafily account for the fecret prevalence of thofe rational 
opinions, which the politick lawgiver had reafon to fear might one 
day prove injurious to the gods of his own eftablifhment, when he 
made it penal to diffent openly from the national fuperftition. 
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GoBRYAS ¢o CLEANDER. 


HE reception which has been given to thy nephew CHARICLES 

at this court, will fhow thee with what weight thy recommenda- 

tions are attended; nor can our opinion of his diligence and fidelity 

be expreffed in a ftronger manner, than by the commiflion he 1s 
charged with to deliver thefe difpatches into thy hands. 


Thou canft not be infenfible, that, for various reafons of intereft 
and prudence, Perfia has hitherto declined taking any part in the 
war which, for fome years, has, with greater or lefs fury, been 
carried on among the Grecian ftates. Pleafed that the whole attention 
of our enemies was diverted from taking advantage of our weaknefs, 
and their ftrength wafted by domeftick divifions, we looked on this 
interval of tranquillity, this refpite from unfortunate campaigns, as 
providentially fent to enable us to heal our loffes, and to recover the 
advantages which, under the firft monarchs, rendered this empire 
formidable to the reft of the world. But as it was never intended that 
our repofe fhould degenerate into ina@tivity, or our influence on the af- 
fairs of foreign nations be entirely loft, a favourable opportunity was 
expected to interpofe with vigour and fuccefs, and break through 
thofe difgraceful conditions which the neceflity of the times had im- 
pofed upon us. This jun@ture, we hope, is at laft arrived. Sparta 
feems difpofed to embrace our friendfhip, and to act in concert with 
us; and fince it is lefs againft the intereft of that ftate to grant us 
the terms which we expeét, in exchange for our affiftance, than of 

any 
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any other, the king is inclined to think a Lacedemonian alliance the 


mott eligible meafure he can purfue. But it has been juftly appre- -~—— 


hended, that thefe favourable fymptoms in the Spartan counfels may 
have an unwifhed-for effe&t, of alarming the Athenians with the 
profpec&t of Perfia’s taking a fhare in the war again{t them, and in- 
ducing that republick to accept a difadvantageous peace, rather than 
hazard being opprefled by the united weight of fo formidable a con- 
federacy. It has been confidered likewife, that in the prefent ftate 
of the war, which has drawn together almoft the whole ftrength of 
both parties at Pylus, fome action may fhortly enfue, confiderable 
enough to turn the balance in favour of one fide or the other, and 
bring on a precipitate accommodation, unlefs at the fame time that 
precautions ave taxen to fecure Sparta, beyond a poflibility of re- 
tracing her engagements, ‘the like care is ufed at Athens to foment 
the violent humour of the party who with the continuance of the 
war. Thefe defirable ends can no otherwife be attained, than on 
one hand by flattering the ambition of the Lacedemonians with the 
hopes of attaining an unrivalled fuperiority over the reft of the 
Greeks ; and on the other, by engaging fome principal perfon in the 
government of Athens, to co-operate indirectly with us, through 
motives of private intereft or miftaken policy. I need not point 
out to you, that the uneafy condition of CLEON’s private fortune, 
his rafh and turbulent fpirit, averfe to quiet and fettled times, and the 
{trong paffion, which he has at heart, of facrificing every thing to 
preferve his authority with the people, are circumftances in his cha~ 
racter, that concur to render him the fitteft engine for us to work 
with. But you will think all other arguments needlefs, when I 
have mentioned the overture he has already made to begin a corre- 
fpondence with this court. 
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ee Kee Open telling PyTHON the other day im a conference, that I very 

Laven’ much fufpected the amicable intentions of his republick towards 
Perfia, becaufe they not only deferred returning an anfwer to the 
juft complaints of our merchants, but had fince added infults to in- 
juries, by- giving refuge to ZopyRuS, whom the king had declared 
a fugitive and a traitor; he replied, among other things, that though 
the people might entertain prejudices againft us, fome of the firft 
men in the ftate were {trongly inclined to cultivate our friendthip ; 
adding, to confirm what he faid, that he was commiffioned by 
CLEON to lay him at the king’s feet, with the fincereft profeffions 
of refpec to his royal perfon, and defire of meriting his favour. 


Upon thefe grounds, which I have opened to you at large, I have 
the king’s dire€tion to fignify his pleafure to you, to take the moft 
feafonable and early opportunity, after infinuating yourfelf fo far 
into CLEON’s efteem, as to induce him to repofe a confidence in you, 
to prefent him with the inclofed letter from the king, wherein he 
exprefies the opinion he has, both of his capacity and intention 
to do him fervice, and defires that he would give credit to 
what you fhould communicate to him in purfuance of your in- 
ftructions. | 


When you have thus entered upon the fubject, and difcovered, 
by the reception it meets with from CLEON, how far you may ven- 
ture to open yourfelf with freedom to him, you fhall proceed to en- 
gage him to ufe his utmoft efforts in the affembly, to render fruitlefs 
any negociations which may be fet on foot; flatter his ambition 
with the thoughts of reducing Lacedemon, and fixing the balance 
of Greece, during his adminiftration, in the hands of Athens; 
alarm his fears with the defigns of Nic1as to promote an inquiry 

into 
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into his conduct, as foon as the war fhall be concluded; and remind ge 
him of the views of Sparta to ruin one whom they look upon as Wee ynat 
their greateft enemy, by favouring the fchemes of the oppofite party. 
Nor can you well fail of fucceeding, if you enforce thefe political 
reafonings with the more weighty arguments tranfmitted to you by 
TrerRizAzus, the filent operation of which has more than once de- 


termined the fate of kingdoms. 


In fhort, as the whole of this important bufinefs is entrufted to 
thy management, fo the time and manner of introducing it, the 
fubfequent advantages to be gained from it, and above all, the me- 
thod of concealing it from the moft difcerning eyes, muft be left 
entirely to thy difcretion, who art able, not only from thy abilities, 
but thy experience in the affairs of Greece, to regulate thy conduct 
by lights on the fpot, which it is not in our power to afford thee at 
this diftance. 


As foon as thou canft inform us of the iffue, thou wilt difpatch 
Cuaricres hither again with the utmoft expedition. If thou 
meeteft with fuccefs, thou wilt have the honour of performing the 
moft advantageous fervice to ARTAXERXES that has for ages been 
atchieved by any minifter of Perfia. And if an unlooked-for mif- 
fortune fhould difappoint our expedtations and thy beft endeavours, 
may fome light bark convey my CLEANDER fafe from the rage of 
the exafperated Athenians, to the friendly fhores of Afia. 


ARTAXERXES 
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ARTAXERXES ¢he King, to CLEON. 


Ws: have great reafon to be fatisfied with the affurances which 
Py THON communicated to us in your name; being perfuaded, 


as well of the fincerity of your intentions, as the abilities you pof- 


So St, See, Se SS 


fefs, to conduct yourfelf in a manner that may be agreeable to us. 
We defire you to give entire credit to whatever CLEANDER the Ephe- 
fian, our fervant, fhall fay to you on our part; and to be aflured, 


oS 


ee 


that the radiant MiruHRaAs is not more regular in performing his 


Amn pe 


annual courfe, than we are conftant in extending our bounties to 


thofe who deferve well at our hands. 


Given at our royal palace of Perfepolis, the laft of the moon 


Adar, and forty-fecond of our reign. 
‘ P. 


| 
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GOBRYAS fo CLEANDER. 


if SHALL fhall not pretend to add any thing to the inftruGtions pprrer 
CXLV. 


° ° 9 , ee 
which I have fent you by the king’s orders concerning CLEON. 


Both the reafons of this meafure, and the particular fteps which you 
are to take in the management of it, are clearly and fully marked 


out. The chief intent of my prefent letter is to acquaint you, that 
LycpAmus of Cyprus, the captain of the veffel which carries over 
CHARICLES, has it in charge to continue in the Pirzeus under pre- 
tence of trade, till he receive dire€tions from you as to his departure. 


He is not in the leaft acquainted with the fecret of your commiffion; 


and you may fecurely depend on his fidelity and difcretion as a man 
of honour, and his care and fkill as a feaman. When you deliver 
him the token, by which he will know you to be the perfon I have 


mentioned to him, there will be no occafion to open yourfelf any 
further, than by telling him you are employed on a particular bufinefs 
for the king at Athens, and muft defire he would keep his fhip in rea- 


dinefs to fail at a minute’s warning. If your negotiation meets with 


the defired iffue, purfue the contents of your inftruGtions by re-dif. 
» p y. Ny 
patching CHARICLES with the advice of it. But if CLEON either 


refufes the propofals, or hefitates about accepting them, a moment’s 
longer ftay in Athens will be unfafe. Embark therefore with the 
utmoft fpeed for the firft port you can arrive at in the Perfian domi- 


nions ; and make ufe of the order I have fent you for poft horfes, to 
haften your journey to the court, where, believe me, we have not 
fo ungrateful a fenfe of your paft fervices, as to afford you a worfe 
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ete R reception, after having failed of fuccefs in fo nice and dangerous a 


LJ commiffion. Be affured, on the contrary, that your friends will 
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omit nothing in their power that can contribute towards your ob- 
taining a recompence proportionate to the hazards you have already 
undergone, and to the opinion they entertain of your extraordinary 


merit. 


I refer you to CHARICLES, who’ has been a diligent obferver of 


whatever has paffed fince his arrival amongft us, for the ordinary 
occurrences of the court. He will not fail to give you an account 
of the queen-mother’s death, and the ceremonial of her interment 
on the royal mount. It is generally imagined, that the mifcondué 
of her daughter, added to the unfortunate end of her grandfon Zo- 
pyrus, affected her with fo deep a concern in the retirement which 
of late years fhe has enjoyed, as to fhorten her days. Our monarch 
has not been deficient in expreffing the fincerity of his concern for 
the lofs of one fo dear to him; nor omitted any inftance of a pious 


refpect to her memory. 


here are two or three other points, which having a more imme- 
diate relation to the duty of our refpeGtive employments, I fhall not 
difpenfe with myfelf from touching upon, in as few words as I 
can. 


When the news arrived that Zopyrus was flain, in his rebellious 
attack againft Caunus, the king, out of regard to the fervices of his 


illuftrious father, and his relation to the royal blood, forbad any 
publick rejoicings to be made; but was fo much incenfed at the be- 


haviour of the Athenians, in permitting ZopyRus to fail out of their 
ports, that he fent immediate orders to AMORGES, to put to death 
all the prifoners who were natives of that city. Two indeed were 
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fpared at the interceflion of PyruHon, who reprefented that they age? Lt R 
were defcendants of Cimon, and that any refpe&t fhewn to the ——~——~ 
family and name of that great captain and worthy citizen, would be 
looked upon as an a& of fingular generofity in the king. ‘The poor 
governor of Caria has been very near falling a victim to the bafe 


artifices of one.of our minifters, who wanted to fupplant him, and 
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the malice of a favourite female flave, who can never forgive fome 
words which dropt from him in raillery relating to her. A moft 
terrible cabal was formed, and he was accufed of nothing lefs than 


an actual correfpondence with Zopyrus. I obtained leave for him 


to be heard in his own defence before the council of feven; and 


though the objections to his condu& were plaufibly drefled up, he 


made it appear to the fatisfaétion of all difinterefted judges, that, had 


he not purfued the meafures which he did, the whole province of 


Caria had broken out into an open revolt. 


I difcovered, that the vileft pra€tices had been ufed to extort con- 
feffions to his prejudice from feveral of the prifoners, particularly a 


defpicable eunuch, who ferved ZopyRus as a fecretary. But as 


opening a {cene of iniquity may, in fome cafes, introduce more dif- 
p g Y> > 


orders than it can tend to reform, I advifed AMorGeEs, after ob- 


taining an honourable juftification of himfelf, to puth the matter no 
farther. 


It is not neceflary for me to enlarge upon the tragical accident 
which has lately befallen fome of our young fatraps at the court of 
SITALCES, fince your, nephew (is well informed of the particulars. 
The affair makes a great noife, and is much to be lamented ; two of 
the fons of ARBERIUS, general of the horfe, and ResAcgs, fatrap 
of Affyria, are amongft the flain; and indeed not undefervedly, for, 


according to the beft accounts, the diforder took its rife from their 
HH 2 licentious 
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teexLy- ® licentious and extravagant behaviour, though the refentment of the 
Led Thracian lords was carried to an unwarrantable excefs. What hap- 


pened in that country, during the reign of Darius *, on an occa- 


fion pretty nearly refembling this, might have taught our young fa- 
traps more difcretion ; for the jealoufy of that barbarous and fufpi- 


cious people is not to be trifled with. 


ARTAXERXES, befides foliciting the punifhment of the affaffins at 
the court of Thrace, has publifhed an edi& prohibiting any of his 


fubje€ts (except merchants and artificers) from going out of his do- 


minions, without a licence from the council of feven, under the 
fevereft penalties ; and has likewife difpatched inftruGtions, fealed with 


the imperial fignet, to the governors of the provinces, and our agents 


in foreign countries, which enjoin them to take particular notice of 
fuch as prefume to difobey this irrevocable mandate. I have enclofed 
copies of both for your perufal, and fhall conclude, by recommend- 


ing it to your good genius to infpire you with a double portion of 
boldnefs, addrefs, and vigilance in your undertaking. 


P. 


*® Vide Herod. lb. vy. cap. 18, &c: 
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Doak R GX I. 
CRATIPPUS ¢o CLEANDER. 


RECEIVED lately a difpatch from the chief fcribe, in which he pETTER 
informed me, that he had tranfmitted to you fome particular in- , rue ) 
{tru€tions of great importance in regard to your conduét at Athens ; 
and that if I could afford you any light into the affairs now carrying 
on, it might tend very much to advance the king’s fervice. 


You will do me the juftice to believe, that I want no orders from 
Sufa to renew a correfpondence fo profitable to myfelf, whenever it 
can be done with fafety to us both; and that I waited for nothing 
but a fure and {peedy conveyance, to give you the beft intelligence 
in my power of the prefent difpofitions of this republick. 


How fincerely they are difpofed to accommodate matters, will ap- 
pear from the inftrudtions given to Acis, PysANDER, and CuyLon, 
their embafladors, the fubftance of which I fhall proceed ta lay be- 
fore you. They are in the firft place ordered to reprefent to the 
Athenian affembly the earneft defires of this ftate to put an 


end to the expenfive war, which has fo long raged over Greece, 
to the diffolving the general union, and the great weakening and 


impoverifhing of each particular commonwealth. They are to 
mention the action of PyLus, as what chiefly induced them to 
apply firft for peace; which ought not to render the Athenians 
lefs inclined to treat, becaufe experience will teach them, that fuc- 
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oe cefs is ufually followed with a reverfe of fortune; and the more 
L————J moderation they fhew in profperity, the greater will be the regard 


and efteem conceived for them. by the reft of Greece. 


They are next inftructed to defire, that commiffioners may be 


appointed to confer with them upon the particular conditions of a 
peace. They are to propofe, on their fide, a releafement of the 
Spartans blocked up in Sphacteria; a reciprocal exchange of the 
towns and prifoners taken during the war; and, if it is infifted up- 
on, a {um of money for the re-delivery of Pylus into the hands of 
its old mafters. 


The embaffadors are further enjoined, not to break off the con- 
ferences, though the demands of the Athenian commiffaries fhould 
differ from theirs; but to fend an account to Sparta, and expect 


frefh orders. How far thefe propofals will prove acceptable at 
Athens, thou art the beft judge, from thy knowledge of the cha- 


racters of the ruling men, and the temper of the people; but that 
they will not coincide with the fchemes of our court, Iam extremely 


perfuaded. 


This ftate expects daily to hear from the embafladors whom they 


fent to Perfia. I believe they will flay till they fee the event of this 
Athenian treaty, before they fend them frefh inftruGtions. | 
Yo % 


It is difficult for any one, who is not an eye-witnefs, to form an 


idea of the anxiety and confternation which prevail over the whole 


city, on account of the danger that threatened the Spartans in Sphac- 


teria. ‘They call the lofs which the republick is like to fuftain, in 


cafe the Athenians make a defcent into the ifland, the greateft blow 


they 


é C05, SS "oy, S “SH0,8 Ow 


AEH ENTANSLEDT ERS 


they fhall have received fince the memorable action at Thermopyle ; 
for it is not doubted but thefe men will imitate LEoNIDAS, by fall- 
ing with their arms in their hands. 


There is fomething rough, I confefs, but at the fame time won- 
derfully noble, in the martial policy of this people, which teaches 
them rather to fink under misfortunes, after a vigorous ftruggle for 
fuccefs, than purchafe fafety, where the confequences might tend 
to deprefs the fpirits of their countrymen, and leffen the opinion 
which their enemies have juftly entertained of their valour. 


Lig 


Si 
LETTER 
CXLVI. 
Leeman come 


sisi ee : POO 19 0) 
29, 09g, G80 9), D0 BD 6) Do SS 00.8 J Wi 


® 


96, S00, S09. SD "Mos, Soe, == 


Sb aii an itn a cn ce Baas SN a 


= 


Aja 
i 


a5 
Pu 


ae 


Cos msibtioiee state 


SP, FM, S00, S “00, S °C D 00D 


05S" SS" 


069, °°. DS *0 05D" 06, S006 D900, 000, D™"9 


— 
\ 
\ 


‘Se 8 


| . 
| : 
i 
dé , 
lp 
te 
| | 
a 
if 


240 


LETTER 
CXLVII. 
cree, areas 


ATHENIAN LETTERS, 


L EO T TE R* CROVIE 


CLEANDER to GOBRYAS. 


| RECEIVED thy difpatches, with the thirty talents, which were fent 

me by the treafurer, and have-executed thy commands with fide- 
lity. The fword continues drawn, nor fhall be fheathed but in the 
bofom of this city. 


In expetation of what might happen, I have, unknown to my 
patron PHILEMON, taken much pains to recommend myfelf to the 
company and acquaintance of CLEoN. I have vifited him at his own 
houfe, held feveral private conferences with him, prefented his wife 
with fome Ionian filks; in a word, by doing offices of courtefy to 
himfelf and his family, have gained his entire confidence, and made 
my way, at length, to his fentiments and politicks. I have already 
acquainted thee with the fuccefs of the Athenians at Pylus, and with 
the intentions of the Spartans to fend deputies hither, in order to 
demand peace. ‘Thefe deputies are on the point of arriving. And 
now liften to the fequel, noble Gosryas; foras foon asI received 
information of their meflage, I waited on CLEON, and founded 
him, as far as I properly might, upon the fubjec&t. I told him, 
“ T could not help joining in that joy which every man, who wifhed 
“ well to Athens, feemed fond of expreffing on the late fuccefs at 
*¢ Pylus; and that I came to congratulate him, as one who, being 
“© at the head of affairs, contributed the moft. of any perfon in the 
ftate, by the wifdom of his counfels, to fecure its general felicity, 
« and who might be confidered as the remote caufe of that parti- 
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ce 39 ° r n 
cular advantage.” “ be LETTER 
* ge How firmly (continued I) muft the city b ee. 


attached to your interefts, when it reflects that your abilities have G-—\—_J 


*“* retrieved the ufual good fortune of the Athenians; have made 


“amends for the difhonourable meafures of the timorous, the 


“ tardy PericLEs; and have opened a very fair profpeét of con- 


*¢ queft and glory to thofe who, before difpirited with all imaginable 
“ circumftances of diftrefs, thought of nothing but defeat and igno- 
“ miny!” WhenI had faid this, the vanity of CLEON began to 
operate, and a fecret fatisfaGtion in the praifes I had given him 
rofe into his countenance. He anfwered, “ that he could claim very 


* little in this affair, but the grace of vigorous refolutions. To 


¢ 


cal 


thefe indeed he had always profeffed himfelf a warm friend, and 
would invariably continue fo.” You cannot (returned I) a& in 


ce 


* a way more becoming your own charadter, or the honour of your 


* country. Excellent CLEoN! you have truly thought, that to 
** behave with courage is the beft policy. Behold, what a fudden 
** change is wrought in the face of your affairs, by the operations 
** of one active campaign! The pride of Sparta is humbled; the 
© Peloponnefians fue for peace.” ‘* Yes, (replied he, with an ele- 
“* vated tone of voice,) they fue for peace, becaufe they know it is 
“¢ in the power of the commonwealth to purfue its good fortune, 
* and effeCtually reduce the haughty and afpiring Lacedemon to a 


“ level with the meaneft republick of Greece.” “ Moft certainly 
“ (faid IT). You, who fee further into the courfe of events than 
*¢ other men, know, that, inftead of clofing in with the advice of 
“‘ PERICLES’s faction, who proceed on the low and fhort-fighted 
“maxims of his politicks, it would be right for Athens to bring 


** down the Spartans in fuch a manner, as that they fhall never be 


*¢ able to recover themfelves, or thwart the future defigns of Athens 
“© for its own credit, and the welfare of its allies.” CLEON feemed 
to applaud what I threw out, and added, “ that, for his own part, 
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he had always cautioned his citizens againft treating with the La- 
cedemonians on an equal footing; fince they were difficult to be 
pleafed, fond of delays, and expected to make conditions for 
themfelves. I fhould not wonder (faid he) if fome propofe it in 
the enfuing debates of the aflembly, as a matter to be confidered, 
whether it would not be highly for our intereft to clofe the war 
at this jun€ture in the midft of the Athenian profperity. What if 
that old formal prig Dioporus, the orator, or the young coxcomb 
AxrciBiaDEs, fhould favour thofe Peloponnefian deputies; and, 
in imitation of their mafter PERICLES, put us off with a good 
{peech, or a fimile, inftead of reafon? Will not they reprefent to 
us the ravages we have already fuffered, and the danger of a new 
incurfion into Attica? Will not they talk to us of the inftability 
of fortune ; and tell us, that we ought not to exafperate the Pe- 
loponnefians too far, and drive them on to victory through defpair ? 
J warrant you, they will produce their common-place topicks, 
and‘perhaps quote to us the anfwer of THEMISTOCLES, who, 
when the Greeks had a defign of deftroying XERxEs’s bridge 
over the Hellefpont, faid, ‘that fo far from breaking down 
what he had made there, they had better lay him a new one, 
than detain him with them.’ Such things as thefe are apt to 
make an impreffion on the multitude.” ‘ No, (replied I,) this 
fophiftry can never do againft the power of your eloquence.” 
And yet (interpofed he, with the ufual unfteadinefs of an obfti- 
nate man, when not controuled or contradicted in any thing he 
afferts to be true) there appears to be fome weight in thefe argu- 
ments; fince in time of peace we may have an opportunity of 
fecurely eftablifhing our dominion over the reft of Greece.” On 


obferving that hints of this kind came from him, I endeavoured to 
confirm him in the other way of thinking, by reprefenting, “ that 


ce 
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the Athenians were more likely to adhere to the prefent adminif- 
** tration 
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* tration in war than in peace, when they would have leifure to pit oh 


turn their thoughts homewards, and examine into the ftate Of opment 
their finances, the management of their fleet, the government of 


i714 
ce 


“ the iflands, the fidelity of their officers, and be fanguine to re- 


“* form what they call abufes, or (which is generally the confe- 


** quence of fuch precipitate enquiries) to introduce new ones 


** in attempting to amend the old.” ‘ Nay, (anfwered he, with 


** great warmth, refuming his firft refleCtions on the pride of 


** the Spartans, and the conduct of the Peloponnefians,) for my 
own part, rather than fubmit to the terms which the Pelopon- 
** nefians would offer us if they were fuccefsful, I would call in 
** the king of Perfia to our afliftance. And in faying that, (con- 


** tinued he,) I fay nothing which ought to fhock the ears of a 


ce 


Grecian; for fuch are the perfonal good qualities of ArTA- 
XERXES, fuch his juftice and moderation, fuch the prudence of his 
** counfels, that I am perfuaded the intereft of Greece could not be 
“ confulted better.” 


ce 


To detain thee no longer with a circumftantial ftory, I required 
him to interchange pledges of fecrecy (and I own, Gosryas, I 
trembled when I did fo); he promifed accordingly to preferve his 
faith with me inviolate. I opened to him my credentials from Sufa, 
expreffed to him, in the handfomeft manner, the affection of the 


king for him, and acquainted him with the large prefent I was com- 
manded to make him, on condition that he would ufe his utmoft 
efforts to prevent the Athenians from making peace with Lacede- 


mon; a meafure advantageous to Athens, as it would break the 
power of the Peloponnefus; and defirable to Perfia, as it would 
be an ample revenge for the feveral indignities offered by that pe- 
tulant republick to our mighty monarch. CLEON confented, and 


appointed to meet me, in order to receive the money, in the grove 
BRE of 
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of olives, under the walls of the citadel, at midnight. When the 
conference was over I went home, and, at the filent hour I have 
mentioned, conveyed the talents to the place agreed on, where, 
after waiting a few minutes, I difcerned CLEON at a little diftance, 
by the pale light of the moon *, advancing towards me in difguife. 
When we met, we adminiftered to each other a folemn oath of fide-. 
lity. Itold him, that my life was in his power, gave him the 
money J, and immediately left the traitor with contempt, though. 
not without fome pleafure, when I refle@ted on the fuccefs of my 
commiffion. I returned to my houfe, but was fo haunted by the 
apprehenfions of my own mind, as not to lie down on my couch 
that evening with tranquillity ; nor can I remain longer in Athens, 
without perpetual alarms of a difcovery. 


* On the baffo-relievo before the title-page is a reprefentation of this tranfa€tion. 
The Acropolis is diftinguifhed by the Parthenion and the temple of Erechtheus, and 
the grotto of Pan below.—The Moon in her chariot marks out the night-fcene. 


+ Though none of the hiftorians mention this material circumftance of CLEoN’s 
taking a bribe from the Perfian court to prolong the war, there is a remarkable paflage 
in a comedy of ArisTopHanes, called the Peace, (acted about five years after the 
negociation between CLEon and our Ephefian is fuppofed to have happened,) which 
in.all probability alludes to fome fuch ftory. At leaft it appears from thence, that it 
was a generally received notion amongft the Athenians, that the influence of foreign 
gold was the true caufe which prevented the conclufion of a treaty with Sparta, at a 
juncture when very honourable terms might have been obtained. I {hall fubmit the 
whole paffage to the judgment of the learned reader.. The poet introduces Mercury 
giving an account to [RyGaus, a vine-drefler, and a chorus of Athenian rufticks, 
of the fecret fprings of thofe commotions which had fet Greece in a flame. 
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Which may be thus tranflated: “ But the foreigners obferving the mifchiefs which 

«© they (the orators) effected, ftopped their mouths with gold, which they diftri- 
** buted in great abundance. ‘Thus Greece would have been defolated without your 
«© knowing it.—He who did this was a leather-feller.” 


Generous 
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Generous GosryAs, forgive the anxiety of thy flave; indulge Pees 
him in difclofing it to thee as his friend, not as a member of the —~— 
fupreme council. Suffer him to with, however expedient this mea- 
fure may be, either that himfelf had not been the artful inftrument 
in performing it, or that it had been unneceflary for the affairs of 
Perfia to advife it. Henceforward I renounce all enjoyment or fa- 
tisfaction in this city. I walk not in the ftreets about common bufi- 
nefs, without looking behind me every ftep I take; nor do I fre- 
quent publick places with the fame freedom as I ufed. When I view 
the countenance of PHILEMON, it affe€ts me with fhame; and that 
of CLEON ftrikes me with horror and averfion. Let me be recalled 
from fo dangerous a fituation, where it is at the mercy of him who 
has betrayed the interefts of his country for the Median gold, to 
affaffinate or fpare the man who feduced him. I befeech thee to 
folicit the king on my behalf; reprefent to him, that thé defign 
of my negotiation is completed in prolonging the war. In the mean 
time permit me to implore the gracious OROMASDEs, that no pillar 
of infamy may be erected to my memory in Athens; that the hif- 
tories of Greece may not tranf{mit the character of CLEANDER, asa 
fecond ARTHMIUS, in the fame page with CLEON to pofterity ; or 
that my name may never be dragged from its chafte and {potlefs ob- 


{curity into a known and hated ignominy, 
Cc, 
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CLEANDER ¢o SMERDIS, 


pA EER having frequently written to thee on fubjects of a cheerful 
or literary nature, and fpeculated on points which concern 
either the philofophy of the Greeks, or the legiflator of the Magi, I 
fit down, in a difconfolate condition, to relate the anguifh of my 
own heart, and to implore the fuccours of thy divine inftru@ion for 
CLEANDER the defponding. Wilt thou not blame me, O thou foun- 
tain of the pureft truth, for tranfgreffing the law, in not confulting 
thee in an affair of a dubious nature, before I determined in what 
manner I fhould at? I pray thee to inform me, if the book does 
not allow it in cafes of neceflity; or to enjoin me fome penance, 
which may cancel this enormity. Confider only the defign of my 
employment, whether every command from the court of Perfia, en- 
joining me to perform a difficult and fecret tafk for the intereft of 
my country, is not to be immediately executed? And what though 
fuch commands may now and then be inconfiftent with the letter of 
the Zendevift ; yet I truft they are not with the fpirit of that vo- 
lume ; and a blind obedience to them will meet with pardon from our 
holy prophet. Suppofe then, it were given me in charge to advance 
the glory of my prince, as far as lay in my power, on the ruin of a 
deferving people, who are fo far from having done him an injury, 
that they have received many injuries from him or his anceftors. 
Suppofe, in confequence of this charge, I am conftrained to practife 
every art of fraud, flattery, cruelty, and falfe friendfhip; to make 
myfelf 
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myfelf a flave to the paflions of fome, to tempt and gratify their sae 
covetoufnefs, to add fuel to their prodigality ; ought I to be drawn U~—— 
by any confideration into thefe inordinate vices, with a view only 

to indulge the ambition, or to aggrandize the dominions, of that 

prince? Suppofe too, that I have not only pryed into the policy 

and behaviour of the people I am ordered to refide with, but 

have been an actor, as well as a fpeftator, in the game, and by un- 

due methods have contrived to perpetuate the miferies and defolation 

of a civil war. 


I know not, whether the written doétrines of ZERDUST can be 
urged to vindicate my condu€t; but methinks it is not to be recon- 
ciled with the unwritten law of univerfal benevolence, which has been 
wrought by the finger of Providence into our very make and confti- 
tution. We are told by that law, that every private inclination 
fhould give way to the love of our country; and a partial attach- 
ment to our country fhould yield to a difinterefted regard for man- 
kind. This is the perfection of our nature: and furely the written 
commands of the Deity muft agree with the unwritten, unlefs you 
would contend; that one revelation has annulled the precepts of 
another. 


I mean not, venerable SMERDIS, to perplex thee with my 
doubts, but to receive illuminations on thefe important queftions 
from thy fublime genius. Forgive the diftraction and the infirmity 
of a broken mind. In thefe circumftances, the expiatory feaft of 
CHURDAD gives me no relief. Let me befeech thee to recite 
conftantly, in thy morning and evening worfhip, the prayer of 
confeflion, the facred Pitipht, becaufe of the tranfgreffions of thy 
friend; and, while thou art humanely employed in aéts of fanctity 


and 
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‘LETTER and devotion, to procure me a paffport over that bridge which every 
OXLVIIL. : : 
Ree mortal muft arrive at; I will make a fire-temple of my own heart, 


in which I will offer up the living flame of repentance to the 
great OROMASDES. Thus may I be at laft perfuaded to entertain 
fome hopes, that the angels will not turn me naked into a ftate of 
horror after death, but that the five fifters fhall weave for me, in 
common with all true believers, an everlafting mantle. | 
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CLEANDER fo GosryAs. Jyrom Athens. 


INTENDED, noble fcribe, according to thy orders, to have fent 

away CHARICLES immediately, with a relation of the confer- 
ences between CLEON and myfelf; but, on better confideration, I 
thought it more advifeable to put off his departure for fome days, till 
a judgment might be formed, as well of the iflue of the negotiations, 
as of CLEON’s abilities and fincerity in performing his engagements. 
I can now venture to affirm with certainty, that the inftruGions lately 
received are fully carried into execution, and that the Perfian court 
will have as clear and comprehentive a view of the ftate of affairs 
in this country, as it is in my power to give them ; and I muft humbly 
offer my opinion, that in the crifis to which things are arrived, it is 
high time for them to take a final refolution, in regard to the party 
with which they may think it their intereft to clofe, 


When the Lacedezmonian embafladors arrived in town, they pre- 
fented their credentials to the Prytanes, and defired an audience of 
the people, .to whom they would explain the reafons of their com- 
ing. An affembly was accordingly appointed within two days after. 
This intervening time they {pent in vifiting their friends, and con- 
ferring with them on the forms of making their overtures of peace, 
and the means of rendering them effectual, not only by the force 
of arguments, but (what is moft material in popular governments) 
the weight of numbers. Whilft the embaffadors were forming their 
cabals, and feeling the pulfes of the people, the oppofite party, with 
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as much zeal and more clamour, held hourly confultations, ftirring 
up and alarming the minds of fuch as defired the continuance of the 
war,-and exclaiming again{t the craft of the Lacedemonians, who 
were now endeavouring to deceive enemies whom they could not 
conquer, by fending thofe who, under pretence of being minifters of 
peace, fhall corrupt bad men by bribes, and amufe the honeft, 
though credulous citizens, with fallacious, general, and trifling con- 
ditions. During this interval, I reminded CLEoN, that he never 
would have fo favourable an opportunity of recommending himfelf 
to the king, and confulting at the fame time his own intereft, as by 
{topping thefe negotiations in the firft inftance. He aflured me, 
that he {pared no induftry in oppofing them, adding, in his bold 
manner of {fpeaking, that he would himfelf go to Sufa, and offer his 
head to ARTAXERXES, if things did not go well. 


On the tenth of this month Hecatombeon, the embafladors were 
introduced into the aflembly ; and PisanpeER, the firft in commif- 
fion, made a fpeech to the people, in which, without departing 
from the dignity of his countrymen, or making any fubmiffions of 
fuch a nature as would raife the arrogance of the Athenians, he told 
them truly and frankly, “ that the defire of faving the Spartans in 
** Sphacteria was the motive that induced his ftate to treat ; and that, 
“ provided the garrifon there might be permitted to return home, 
“the Lacedemonians and their allies were ready to conclude a 
** peace, on fafe, honourable, and advantageous terms for all parties.” 
He concluded, by warning the people againft prefuming too far 
on their good fortune; told them, “ it would be in their power, by 
** eftablifhing a firm union among the Greeks, to give the law to 
*¢ other nations; and that himfelf and his colleagues would think it: 
“the greateft happinefs that could befal them, if it fhould lie in 
“ their power to contribute any thing towards fo ufeful an end.” 


When 
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When this harangue was ended, the embafladors were direéted to } 
withdraw ; and the debate began on the queftion, whether the propo- Wo-~—_—_J 


{als of the embafladors were fufficient ground totreat upon. PHiLf- 
MON was the firft who {poke to it; he fet out, agreeably to his ufual 
piety, by telling his countrymen, “ that they ought to thank the 
** gods. for the fubje& and occafion of this day’s debate; that 
“* after the havock made among them by the plague, which they 
“* had fcarcely recovered, and the loffes they had fuftained in the 
** field, he could not help looking upon it asa fingular inftance 
** of the divine protection, that an enemy, who had been fometimes 
** fuperior, always equal, to them in point of ftrength and authority 


“ in Greece, fhould come to afk a peace at their own doors. How 
¢ 


o 


far that meafure was a wife and neceflary one, he might fafely 
“© leave to the judgment of thofe who withed well to, and under- 
** ftood the true intereft of Athens. He would only fay, that if in- 
* creafing the annual expence, money taken up at large intereft, de- 
“ cay of commerce, ruin of their eftates by the negle&t of agriculture, 
“© and other difadvantages, which the continuance of the war brought 
* upon them, could recommend peace to any ftate; it was moft 
“ defirable to them. With regard to the preliminary which the 
*© embafladors infifted on, he thought it not unreafonable; and as it 
“ would tend to reftore a mutual confidence, and be a pledge of 
* their forwardnefs to heal the diftractions of Greece, he was heartily 


“ for it,” 


When NictAs arofe, befides enlarging on the topicks which Put- 
LEMON had touched, he faid, “ he thought there could be no ftronger 
“ argument in favour of treating, than that many of thofe who, 
*¢ like himfelf, had been bred to arms, and whofe intereft confe- 
“« quently might be thought to lie in keeping the ftate engaged in 
“* war, were yet for putting an end toit. With regard to releafing 
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the Spartans in Spha@teria, he did not think it was giving the 
enemy any advantage; becaufe, as he was juft come from the 
army, he could affure them, that they would lofe more men by 
making a defcent upon the ifland, than the conqueft of it was 
worth ; for the garrifon had ftrongly fortified themfelves in it, 
and would fell their lives very dear. ‘That continuing the block- 
ade much longer muft be impraéticable ; the coaft would not fur- 
nifh provifions for the fleet; and in cafe the weather proved 
ftormy, as the feafon grew more advanced, their guard-fhips would 
not be able to keep their ftations; and though it might be ob- 
jeCted, that the Lacedemonians themfelyes muft be firft ftarved 
out, he was of opinion that feveral methods might be found out 
to fupply them; barks with provifions from the continent might 
be run afhore on the ifland during the night, notwithftanding all 
the vigilance of the Athenian commanders; and thofe who were 
acquainted with the Lacedzmonians knew, that their foldiers 
could live harder than the troops of any other nation in the 
world.” 


EPIGENES, one of CLEON’s orators, diftinguifhed himfelf much 


on the oppofite fide; he argued, “ that he thought this whole bufi- 


ce 


6 


oe 


6¢ 


€¢ 


é¢ 


6¢ 


&e 


aC 


66 


nefs a piece of policy in the Lacedemonians, to get their men 
again. When once, (faid he,) Athenians, you have complied 
with the propofals of the embafladors, you may depend. upon it, 
it will be no difficult matter to find out a pretence, however flight, 
to break off the negotiation. Had they an intention of proceed- 
ing fincerely, PISANDER, in_ his {peech to you, fhould have 
opened fomething further-of the conditions which his ftate pro- 
pofed to treat upon. Then you might have judged,. whether you 
ought to have given up the fair profpe&t you have of fuccefs by 
your arms, to the hopes.of concluding a fecure and lafting peace.” 

When 
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When CLEoN found that this reafoning made no {mall impreflion pean 


upon the affembly, he rofe himfelf; and, after a long and virulent C-———_w 


abufe on the conduét of Sparta towards Athens for the courfe of 
many years, more particularly by refufing to liften to any terms 
of accommodation during the violence of the plague, in the fecond 
year of the war, he added, “ that the Athenians had now an oppor- 
“ tunity of returning the ill ufage they had received from them: that 
“¢ though, in his own opinion, he could not help being againft throw- 
** ing away all the expences of a tedious war, by concluding a peace 
“ at the very juncture that they were going to reap the fruits of 
“ them; he would, notwithftanding, fo far comply with the de- 
“¢ fires of many well-intentioned citizens, as to give his own vote 
“ for a treaty, provided it was begun on fafe grounds: that he 
“ could not help entertaining the fame fufpicion of the overture 
“ with his worthy friend EpiceNnes; and therefore moved, ‘ that 
“ before any negotiation was fet on foot with the Lacedemonians, 
“ the garrifon of Sphacteria fhould furrender themfelves prifoners 
* of war into the hands of the Athenian generals, and be kept at 
“ Athens till the Lacedemonians had reftored Nifza, Pega, and 
“ Troezen (all places which the Athenians had abandoned by the 
“¢ Jaft treaty) ; and on this foundation a firm and lafting peace might 
“© be concluded.” This queftion, after a long and warm debate, was 
carried, in preference to the other; and then the embafladors were 
called in, and acquainted with the refolution of the aflembly. They 
defired time to confider of it till the next morning, when they de- 
livered in an anfwer to this effect; that, in purfuance of their in- 
ftruétions, they were obliged to infift on the preliminary of reftoring 
an entire freedom to the Lacedezmonians in Sphadteria; but they 
were fo confident that the propofals which they had to offer were 
fuch, as would appear juft and honourable to the Athenians them~- 


felves, that they defired commiffioners might be appointed to confer 
with 
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with them, and hear what they had to fay. CLEON appeared more 
violent than ever againft treating, upon this reply of the embafladors 5 
he told the people, ‘‘ it was plain what their enemies aimed at; 
“ they were confcious their propofals would not bear the examina- 
“ tion of the aflembly, and therefore chofe tq treat with particular 
“ perfons, over whom they might gain an influence ; flattering them- 
“ felves with hopes that the people would be induced to ratify what 
“ thofe commiffioners fhould conclude among themfelves.”’ 


Nicras, in fupporting the embafladors’ requeft, again infifted on. 
the difficulties of taking Sphacteria; upon which CLEON rofe with 
ereat paffion, and faid, “ every body knew rafhnefs was not the fault 
“° of that general; and perhaps too much confidence might feem 
“ his: however, he knew fo much of the ftate of the ifland, and 
“ the ftrength of their own army, that he would undertake, if they 
“« would give him the command, on forfeit of his life and reputation, 
“ to bring the Lacedwmonian garrifon back with him to Athens in 
“ twenty days.” ‘This offer occafioned great clamours in the af- 
fembly, and every body feemed amazed at fo confident an aflertion 
from one who had never been much converfant in military-affairs. 
During the difturbance, Nrc1As got up, and voluntarily offered to 
refien his generalfhip, if CLEON would undertake the exploit. ~The 
other, who began to think, that in the heat of his difcourfe he had 
gone a little too far, feemed now willing to decline it, and made 
fome faint attempts towards excufing the peremptorinefs and extra- 
vagance of his project; but the people ftill infifted, that Nicras 
fhould refign his office to him, and he fhould immediately fail to 
Pylus, and make his words good. ‘The motion for commiffioners 
was rejected with difdain; and the Lacedamonian embafladors, 
feeing nothing was to be obtained from a people intoxicated with 
the flighteft fuccefs, fet out foon after on their return to Sparta. 


Thus, 


ATCH ENS ANS EC EOTT ER 8S, 


Thus, noble f{cribe, are the king’s views fully anfwered by a re- 
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newal of the war, with fuch exa{perating circumftances on the part dpe Ak) 


of Athens, as muft, in the end, throw Sparta into the arms of 
Perfia. For befides the abrupt manner in which the aflembly ftopt 
the firft overtures of a treaty, I am informed, that direGions are 
difpatched by the fenate to the Athenian commanders, not to reftore 
the Lacedemonian fhips in their poffeflion, as it was ftipulated 
fhould be done when the truce expired, upon pretence that the La- 
cedzmonians have in fome articles infringed it. It is certain this is 
a contrivance of CLEON, to render the two ftates more irrecon- 
cilable. ‘That worthy patriot has fince been eleéted in form to the 
office of general, in the room of Nicras, who is much blamed by 
his friends for his hafty and imprudent refignation. CLzon fail Is 
in a few days, to join the fleet at Sphaéteria, with fupplies of men 
and money. His enemies feem to be extremely well fatisfied with 
his taking the command upon himfelf; for by this means, fay they, 
we fhall either get rid of fo turbulent a citizen, if he meets with 
ill fuccefs; or, if the arms of the republick profper in his hands, 
(which does not feem probable,) we fhall give a fenfible blow to the 
Lacedemonians. 


CLEON vifited me laft night; and after giving a loofe to his va- 
nity, by the applaufe he very freely beftowed upon himfelf, for de- 
feating with fo much art the defign of thofe who intended his ruin 
by concluding a peace, he informed me, that he was juft come 
from the fenate, where a letter of Pyruow had been read, which 
gave an account of the arrival of the Lacedamonian embafladors at 
Perfepolis; and that it was the general talk of the court, that the 
treaty was on the point of being concluded with them. “It is im- 
“ poflible (continued he, with much warmth) to ferve ARTAXERXES 


eictc. 
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LETTER here, whilft he adds the power of hts arms to. the {cale of our 
CXLIX. sa : 
~~~ “ enemies. Do your miniftry confider, that this unfeafonable de- 


“ claration will make the tide run fo ftrong at Athens in favour of 
“ peace, that it will not be in the power of me, or any man elfe, 
“ to ftop it? Orcan they think it confiftent with the marks of efteem 


“ and generofity I have received from the king, to put the finifhing 


* ftroke to fo important an affair, without giving at leaft the refufal 


‘ of their alliance to one who would ufe his utmoft endeavours to 
“ bring it to pafs ?” 


I endeavoured to moderate his warmth, by acknowledging “ there 
“ was much weight in what he faid, and that I would do him 


“ juftice, by reprefenting it in the ftrongeft light to my own court. 


“ That as I had not lately heard out of Perfia, I could neither con- 
“© firm nor contradict the truth of PyTHoNn’s intelligence. It might 
‘“* probably happen, that he had taken up with the common rumours 
“¢ of the court, which are not always to be depended upon. That, 


“ however, it was not to be wondered at, if the minifters of the 


“ great king were ready to fign a treaty with Sparta, when he him- 
“ felf muft allow, that though they had made feveral openings to- 
“ wards entering into a clofer friendfhip with this ftate, none but 


“ general anfwers could be had in return; the commerce of Perfia 
“ had been interrupted, and a rebel fuffered to fit out fhips in the 
“ Pirgus for the annoyance of the king’s dominions.” 


After fome further altercations between us on thefe fubjects, he 
departed with affuring me, that he had a great probability in fuc- 


ceeding in his expedition ; that DEMOsTHENES was clearly of opi- 
nion, a defcent on the ifland was no fuch impracticable thing as 
Nicras had reprefented it; and if once he fet foot on fhore, he 

would 
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would fhew the Athenians, that it was not growing grey under an 


helmet, or being perfect in the various figures of the phalanx, that 
capacitated men to command armies. 


Such is the arrogant converfation of this bold Athenian; who, 
whatever outward profeffions he may make, would with difficulty 
exchange the talents of Sufa, which he may hoard in his coffers, for 
all the affiftance that the fleets of Phoenicia could afford to his 
countrymen. 


Noble {cribe, I fhould beg pardon for the length of this difpatch, 
if the importance of the matters it contains would have fuffered it 
to be drawn into lefs compafs. May the helm of the ftate, where 


thou prefideft, long continue to be conducted by thy falutary 
counfels ! 
is 
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CLEANDER fo ORSAMES. 


HAVE fometimes talked to thee of a fet of men who travel over 

Greece, and are fond of fixing themfelves in Athens, called the 
Sophifts. A very remarkable challenge, given out by one of them 
the other day, made me curious of feeing the event. PROTAGORAS 
publickly invited the city to hear him difpute in the Lycaum upon 
any poffible queftion that could be propofed to him in any branch 
of fcience. “ No doubt of it, (faid I to myfelf,) this man muft be a 
“ prodigy of parts, as well as learning ; who, after having informed 
“ himfelf in all things to be known, can retain them with fuch 
** accuracy, and produce them with fuch readinefs, as to be capable 
of confuting every antagonift, even under the difadvantage of 
“ defending the wrong fide of the argument. How am I to be 
blamed, (continued I,) who have lived here fo long, without ap- 
plying for improvement to this great genius, or being ranked in 
*¢ the number of his followers ?” 


My mind was full of thefe reflections, when I had the good for- 
tune to meet Atc1BIADES. I expreffed to him my admiration of 
the fophift’s fuperior wifdom, or fuperior confidence. ‘* Come along 
with me, (anfwered he,) and you fhall fee how our friend So- 
* CRATES will deal with him. We fhall have much entertainment 
from his ironies; for I have juft been perfuading him to go to the 
* place of difputation.” “With all my heart (returned I); but 
give me leave to afk you, whence arofe this pra€tice among the 


*¢ fophifts, 
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a“ 


‘ fophifts, of expofing themfelves to the triumph and ridicule, not bP CTER 


“ only of true philofophers, but of rude mechanicks? It is a rule, H-y—_ed 


“¢ you know, at the games, never to match a Pentathlos againft him 


“who has been continually employed in one exercife. But the 


** fophift gives an univerfal defiance; he claims the benefit of no 
“ reftridtion.” ‘ The rife of it is very fingular (replied Atc- 
“‘ BIADES). I remember when GorGiAs came here, many years 
** ago, in the character of a private teacher of eloquence, he envied 
** PRopicus, and ufed to laugh at the credit he had acquired by 
“ his allegory of the judgment of Hercuues.” “ This fool (faid 


“* he to one of his friends, who told me the ftory) has got a leffon 


‘“¢ by heart, and cons it over in every noted city of Greece. Then 


“ he plumes himfelf upon obtaining the name of OrPHEUs; _be- 
“ sins to fancy that he is placed on the fame footing with the an- 
“ cient civilizers and reformers of mankind; and believes he thall be 


“ figured to pofterity with an harp, foftening the wild beafts, and 
‘© moving trees and rocks by the magick of his harmony. He has 
*¢ fhewn fcarcely any learning or invention beyond this fable, which 
‘¢ has raifed his reputation, unlefs it be in the famous leture * that 
“¢ reveals the whole myftery of grammar, to which he is indebted for 
“ his wealth. By Jupirer! (added he,) the impudence and fo- 
«« lemnity of a man’s pretenfions gain him more admirers, than 


“‘ the modefty or juftice of them.’ He went immediately into the 
<¢ forum, as it were to exemplify his laft words, and proclaimed his 
*¢ abilities and willingnefs to debate any point of learning that could 
‘* be offered him on the fpot. As he has a great command of ex- 
“ preffion, the thing fucceeded to his with; and the good people of 
“ Athens were aftonifhed at the power of his eloquence. Since 


* Propicus read a grammatical lecture, to which no one was admitted under fifty 
drachms. Socrates fpeaks of it in PLato’s Axiochus, and calls it ry wevrmeovra 
Apaxpuv tarideréiy, 
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that, the reft of the fophifts, not caring to yield the fuperiority to 
Gorcrtas, have taken up the thing in imitation of him.” “ In- 
deed, (faid I,) the practice and its origin are worthy of one an- 
other, and contend the palm in abfurdity. I can eafily conceive 
why the younger fophifts fhould fall in with this odd humour of 
the city, and endeavour to make themfelves known by their ex-. 
tempore performances. But Proracoras has been long at the 
head of his fect, and is a mafter of fenfe as well as language. I 
think it ftrange.”’ “TI befeech you, (interpofed ALc1B1ADEs,) 
think nothing ftrange. I find you are not fo well acquainted with 
PRoTAGoRAS asIlam. Before we get to the Lycxzum, I thall 
defcribe two or three features of the man to you, which will be 
as good as a picture at full length of him. It feems he is the in- 
ventor of a logical fallacy, by which an argument may be turned 
two oppofite ways, and be valid in both. EuvatTutus (whofe 
family you may have heard of in Athens) had a ftrong paffion to 
become a celebrated orator, and agreed with PROTAGORAS for a 
certain fum, that all the fecrets of the art fhould be opened to 
him. The fcholar paid half the price on being admitted to his | 
mafter, and ftipulated for the payment of the reft, provided that 
he gained the firft caufe which he fhould plead as an advocate at 
the bar. PROTAGORAs, without delay, informed’ him in all 
things neceflary ; and having trained him fufficiently to the exer- 
cife of the rules which he gave him, exhorted the young man 
earneftly to appear in publick. Evatuuus, either willing to 
defer difcharging his debt, or diffident of his capacity, fhewed no 
refpe& to the counfels of the fophift. The fophift refolved to 
have his money, and cited EuaTuxus before a court of judica- 
ture. He thought this an undoubted method of. extorting it, 
and could not help infulting his pupil. “ If (fays he) the judges 
determine in my favour, then you will be obliged to pay me by 
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their determination. If not, you win your firft caufe, and become L wh ER 
my debtor by the terms of the agreement.” ‘ You are miftaken, —~— 


(cried the young man,) and I allow your alternative. If the de- 
cifion is in my favour, you have no claim to the debt by that 
decifion. If not, then I lofe my firft caufe, and the terms of our 
agreement acquit me.” The court and the audience, who ex- 
pected a very eloquent conteft between the fophift and his fcholar, 
burft out into a loud laugh at their fubtlety. The judges left 
the queftion unfettled, and PRoracoras began to repent that 
EvatTutus had been inftructed fo well by him.” “ And in truth, 
(replied I,) he had reafon. To be grave with you, I with all the 
philofophers, like Socrates, would endeavour to bring thefe 
teachers of falfe {cience into general difcredit, and fhame them 
out of Greece. It would have a confiderable effect, I am per- 
fuaded, on the advancement of real knowledge, and on the man- 
ners of the times. What gives me a diflike to feveral of them, 
is their intolerable avarice. If a rich man is difpofed to be kind 
to them, they preach up generofity, and cry down filver and gold, 
as of no more value than the pebbles on the fea-fhore. Yet if an 
indigent friend intreats affiftance from them, they recant all they 
have faid in favour of the virtue they have now an opportunity 
of exerting ; fo that humanity, gratitude, and private confcience, 
have no weight with them. They have a regard for one another, 
while their interefts interfere not: but if an obolus be held up 
to them as matter of contention, their mutual friendfhip would 
be diflolved, their leflons of virtue forgot, and they would en- 
gage in a quarrel for it.” Your conceit of the obolus (faid 
ALCIBIADES) calls to my memory an gyptian king, who had 
taught fome monkeys (for they have a wonderful aptnefs in bur- 
lefquing the human race) to dance together in chorus, and when 
they were drefled up in purple robes and vizor mafks, had fre- 

** quently, 
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Heh ht “¢ quently produced them in publick. with fuccefs. At laft, a face- 
_—~——) “ tious fpedtator one day threw a handful of nuts among them, 
“ which caufed them to neglect their dance, tear their clothes, throw 
“ off their mafks, recover the natural manners of their {pecies, and 


“ fight with one another. But your reflections and my {fimilies 


“ break in unfeafonably on another ftory I was going to tell you. 
“ A lively young fellow of my acquaintance, who was formerly a 


“ follower of PROTAGORAS, gave me a pleafant account of the au- 
“ dience he firft had of him. His father, a plain illiterate citizen, 


“ accidentally heard the fophift one day at a difputation; and whe- 
“‘ ther the old gentleman (as many do) admired what he did not 
“‘ comprehend, or whether he heard him fpeak on fome populat 
“ fubjec& that ftruck his fancy, he determined to place his fon under 
“ the care of fo excellent a tutor. Accordingly, he carried my 
“ friend one day to PROoTAGORAS, and took the liberty of afking 
‘¢ what improvement he would teach him? “TI fhall teach him the 
“ utmoft attainment of the human mind, (replied the fophift,) that 
of {peaking without preparation on any fubjeé that hall be given 
“© him.” ‘“ What, (faid the old man,) though he does not un-. 
“ derftand it?” ‘ Yes, (anfwered the other,) or lam no mafter of 
“ eloquence. He fhall be qualified in a little time to turn the wifeft 
** affembly to any opinion he would chufe for them, by the mere 
“ energy of words. He fhall have it in his power to reprefent 


fa 
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things of great confequence as of no concern; and things of no 
confequence, as of the greateft. He fhall know how to depreciate 
the beft, and colour over the worft caufe with plaufibility.” 
“¢ Hold, hold, (cried the father) ; by all the gods! this is more than 
my fon fhall ever learn. But, PRotTacoras, have you the face 
to tell me, for inftance, you can perfuade any man that fociety 
may fubfift without juftice ?”. “ Are you defirous to difpute upon it 
* (replied the fophift)? I fhall convince you prefently, that there is 


$0: 


Ca 


vy 


74 


39 


ce 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


no difficulty in the thing.” Would you believe it, CLEANDER, 
they entered into an argument, in which, you may guefs, the 
fophift very foon got the better. ‘* You amaze me (faid the new dif- 
putant); this is a ferious matter, and fit for the cognizance of the 
{tate; if I had the honour to be a magiftrate, give me leave to 
tell yqu, that a fellow who can prate truth, honefty, and juftice 
out of countenance, fhould not ftay one hour in the city.” ‘Softly, 
I befeech you (replied PRoTAcoras). But though you are un- 
able to do it, I can confute myfelf with facility.” “In a word, 
he performed that office fo readily and elegantly, and fo much to 
the fatisfaction of the father, that he began to be better reconciled 
to him; and, before the converfation broke up, recommended his 
fon to him. At the fame time, he ftrictly enjoined the fophift 
to conceal from him the faculty of impofing on others what is 
wrong: “ or if (continued he) the fame arts are neceflary for the 
recommendation of truth and falfehood, be careful to inftil into 
him fuch principles of virtue, that, however he may ufe them to 
the one purpofe, he may fcorn to abufe them to the other.” 


In this manner I’ was entertained with the eafy low of converfa- 


tion and good humour, peculiar to ALCIBIADES, till we arrived at 
the Lyceum. , 
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CLEANDER ¢o ORSAMES. 


WN we came to the Lyceum, we found SocrATEs there, and 


a great concourfe of people gathered about the fophift. Our 


excellent friend began with faying, “ that he was by no means qua- 
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lified, much lefs pretended, to cope with the art and eloquence of 
the celebrated PROoTAGORAS. He told us, that he appeared in 
this place, not to anfwer the challenge, (which would be as abfurd 
in him, againft a perfon of fuch {kill in his profeffion, as for a 
mean wreftler to have accepted that of Mrio * at the Olympick 
games,) but to intreat his inftruction publickly, on what he ufed 
to teach privately to his {cholars, as well for himfelf, as for a nu- 
merous and admiring audience.’ The fophift anfwered with pro- 


priety enough, “ that he taught his pupils a fcience, of which he 


ce 


underftood SocRATES to be a great mafter, the fcience of virtue.” 
And is then virtue to be taught? (faid SocraTss.)”  “ Yes, like 
all other arts which contribute to the perfeGtion of mankind.” 
I fuppofe (replied the philofopher) you mean that it is as re- 
ducible to a fyftem, as grammar and arithmetick.” ‘ Moft clear- 
ly. 
proficients in virtue?” ‘ Yes.” ‘ Then why do the illiterate 


39 


“* And is that fyftem neceflary to be known before we are 


attempt to judge of actions as well as the learned?” “ Becaufe 
they who know little are always leaft fenfible of their own weak- 
nefs.” ‘ Let it be granted. But how comes it that in the af 
femblies of the people, when a debate is ftarted on the publick 


* See Letter Ixxii, 
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*€ buildings or navigation, none interfere, or pafs a judgment, ex- 
“ cept thofe who have qualified themfelves, by a particular ftudy 
“ of them, under the care of confummate artifts. Yet when a 
“ queftion is moved, depending on civil: policy, or any of the vir- 
** tues which fupport and adorn life, moft men of common fenfe 
“have fomething to fay, which is material, though they are not 
“ indebted for their knowledge in thefe matters to the {chools of 
“* fophifts or philofophers? Or whence is it, that when the rules of 
*¢ grammar and arithmetick will extend themfelves effectually to all 
“‘ the combinations of words or numbers, the general precepts of 
““ virtue, laid down by the teachers of wifdom, are fo imperfect, as 
“ that many of the various intricacies and accidents of the moral 
“* world cannot be comprehended by them? In the former we are 
*¢ feldom perplexed, but in the latter we are frequently diftraéted, 
‘‘ when we would reconcile the narrow reafonings of theories with 
“ the latitude of practice.” “I fufpend my anfwer, (cried the fo- 
“ phift,) till I have colle@ted your whole argument. And what is 
“your inference from this?” “It is a plain one (faid Socra- 
TES) sp) mean to afk you, whether you think virtue can be taught, 
“ by adviling a man to apply his reafon to fyftematical fpeculations, 
“‘-and not rather by the exercife and government of his paffions in 
“¢ action? Whether thofe few principles, which are the great clues 
“ to lead us through the mazes of life, are implanted in every man’s 
“* nature, or imparted only to the favourites of heaven, for their own 
** ucre, and the ufe of fome, who can purchafe them?” “ Your 
“ objections to my pofition (faid the fophift) cannot be anfwered 
“‘ more pertinently to the matter of them, or more entertainingly 


‘¢ for thofe who hear us, than by an ancient fable, 


‘ There was a time *, when the gods alone exifted, and nothing 
* mortal was created. But when fate had decreed, that this habi- 


* Vide Platonem in Protagora. 
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‘ table frame of things fhould be produced, it was given in charge to 


PROMETHEUS and EPpiMETHEUS to fupply each of the animal kinds 
with thofe faculties which might be neceflary for their convenience 
and fupport. EpimeTueus defired his partner in this office to give 
him leave to perform it by himfelf; “ at the fame time, (faid he,) do 
you overlook and corre&t me.” PROMETHEUS confented. The 
other proceeded to his work immediately, and endued fome crea- 
tures with ftrength, and fome with fwiftnefs. He next diftributed 
hoofs, hides, horns, briftles; and nourifhed all beafts with grafs 
and roots, or with the leaves and fruits of trees. The folly of 
EpimetTueus, who had lavithed his favours on brutes, had like 
to have proved fatal to man in this eftablifhment of things. The 
day approached, when all animals were to make their appearance. 
PROMETHEUS, concerned for his own honour, after many ex- 
preffions of diftrefs, refolved to fteal the invention of MINERVA, 
with the fire of VuLcaNn, and added them to the human compo- 
fition. Thus man was enabled to confult his own prefervation. 
But as to thofe qualities which improve civil life, and were even 
neceflary to conftitute it, they were lodged in the citadel near the 
throne of Jupiter, whither PRomETHEvS durit not afcend. 
The human race by this means contracted an affinity with divine 
natures, and erected altars and ftatues to them. They made 
a language, clothed themfelves, built cottages; but not being ga- 
thered into cities, they were expofed to the fury and incurfions. 
of wild beafts. At laft fome of them attempted to compote a 
ftate, and in fo doing, they added to the havock by their diffen- 
fions, inftead of preventing it. JupiTER, out of his infinite be- 
nevolence, compaffionated mankind, and ordered Mercury to 
inftil into them juftice, charity, and all the focial virtues. MER-~ 
cury afked, whether they fhould be diftributed in unequal por- 
tions, like beauty and ftrength? “ Yes, (faid JupiTeER,) let a few, 
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who fhall command and inform the reft, be largely furnifhed with sti 
them ; and for the generality, give them the feeds of thefe good (jew 


qualities, but fo as it fhall require labour, education, and inftruc- 


tion to mature and bring them to perfetion.” 


“ Thus, SocraTes, (continued the fophift,) I would admit, that 
the principles of virtue are implanted in the minds of all men, 
but in fuch an obfcure perplexed manner, that they muft be 
cleared and drawn out by the leffons of the wife, before moft of 
us are able to apply them. Virtue is therefore to be taught, fince 
the pure and diftin& knowledge of it, which gives uniformity 
and fteadinefs to our conduét, is not attainable by practice only. 
SIMONIDES has fome fine verfes to this purpofe.” “ I own (faid 
SocraTes) I cannot help admiring the fluéncy of your tongue, 
and beauty of your elocution ; though I am unable to follow the 
train of reafoning in a long fpeech, becaufe of my natural flow- 
nefs of apprehenfion. You were going to cite the poems of 
SIMONIDES, which feem foreign to the ftri€tnefs of our argu- 
ment; and it puts me in mind of thofe, who, knowing their 
own inability to entertain the company, would introduce a lutanift 
or dancer. As this obfervation extends not to you, PRoTA- 
GORAS, you.will permit me to wave your verfes, and in order to 
bring our controverfy to a point, let me afk you, whether you do 
not admit, that the principles of virtue are implanted, though ob- 
{curely, in the. minds of men?” “TI have faid fo.” Does it 
require a regular and liberal education to make them ferviceable in 
life?’ “ Yes,” “Can he be faid to a&t wholly by chance, who 
has never drawn them out clearly, or fcarce beftowed a moment’s 
thought onthem? ‘“ Undoubtedly.” ‘ Then fuch a one, either 
infected by the dangerous communication, or grown old in the 
defperate habit of vice, is not punifhable.” “ Certainly not.” 
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“ Yet the laws of the community punifh the vicious of all ranks,” 
“ True.” ‘ Did you ever know a criminal of the meaneft educa- 
“ tion, who faid, in excufe of his crime, that he acted by chance, 
“ and knew not it was wrong?’ ‘“ No.” “ Have not you often 
“ obferved a man determine rightly of an ation, who was ignorant 
“ of the abftra&t principle on which its rectitude or depravity depend- 
“© ed?” “ Yes,” “ Then your own experience, and that of human 
“* nature, as well as the authority of our anceftors, is againft you ; 
* and you muft admit virtue not to be a matter of {cience, but 
“* that the illiterate and the learned are equally qualified to_ pradtife 
“* and to judge of it.” 


Thus PROoTAGORAS concluded againft the ufefulnefs of his 
profeffion, before he knew, whither the reafonings of SocRATES, 
or the turn of his own argument, would draw him. 


I dare fay, thou haft long joined with me, ORsAMEs, in admir- 
ing the man, who has convinced the Greeks, that logic, and the dif- 
putations of fophifts, are no more neceflary to a found mind, than 
the exercifes of racers and wreftlers to an healthful body. That 
philofophy is not like a prince, confined within the walls of a palace, 
happy in the contemplation of its awful magnificence ; but, like an 
active magiftrate, watches over the welfare of fociety, and frequents 
the forum and Pirgeus, not the fchools and walks of {fpeculating 
fages. In truth, it is fo free in declaring its fentiments, that a very 
little attention will inform us, what part it takes, not only in the 
general fupport of virtue and difcouragement of vice, but in every 
particular fcheme of ation, that can divide the time, thoughts, or 


interefts of men. 
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Hy doubts *, CLEANDER, have caft a gloom over thefe peaceful 
manfions. When from the top of the flowery Mount in my 
beloved hour of evening meditation, I caft my eyes towards Greece, 
I no longer viewed the charming landfcape with delight. The 
glorious: works of ORomMAspEs, difplayed in every various beauty 
of creation, were clouded over by the evil influence of the wicked 
AuRIMAN. The dark perplexities, in which his baneful arts have 
involved the race of men, were the unpleafing objets, which thy 
letter had placed ftrongly before me. I confidered Athens as an in- 
fected place, whofe tainted air the delicacy of virtue could not fup- 
port. White-handed Probity and dove-like Peace of Mind feemed 
on the wing towards fome more happy region, where they fhould 
no longer be fubject to the harfh laws of imperious Neceflity. 


I pity thee, CLEANDER, fincerely. There is an eternal law en- 
graven upon the tablet of the heart by the omnipotent hand of 
YeEsDAN, which cannot be infringed without the fevereft anguith of 
mind. Even they, whofe compliance with thy temptations, makes 
thee now look on them with abhorrence, had once this facred law 
imprinted on their fouls. No mortal bofom is void of the divine 
illumination ; but the firft deviation from that innocence it inviolably 
prefcribes, throws a thin mift over the radiance. By frequent re- 
petitions of guilt, the obfcurity grows thicker and darker; and the 


*. See Letter cxlviii. 
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wretch comes at laft to give up every facred tie, without compunc- 
tion, to the fordid views of avarice and ambition, 


Beware, CLEANDER, how thou permitteft the leaft accefs in thy 
foul to that encroaching principle of evil; nor ftrive to reconcile a 
doubtful a@ion with the juft laws of the fage ZeErDusuT. No, 
there is no danger fo fatal, as palliating evil into an appearance of 
good. The laws of ZOROASTER are but a tranfcript of that native 
law which OROMASDES has written in thy heart. ‘That heart is re- 
volted at the idea of corruption. Thy hand draws back of itfelf 
from offering the infamous bait, which Grecian avarice fo greedily 
reaches after. Yet this abhorrence feems to thy reafon contrary to 
that unlimited obedience, that abfolute devotion of fervice, which 
is due to the monarch of the earth. Here thy human fight is 
dazzled, thy head turns round, and the precipice is beneath thy feet. 
From its brink thou lookeft back to the {chools of Balch; thou calleft 
for affiftance from the Badtrian groves. ‘This ftruggle of a virtuous 
mind is much to be commended. May a gracious emanation-from 
the fource of light affift thee to diftinguifh that narrow path, which, 
amonegft the perplexed mazes of human policy, is alone confiftent 
with his original dictates! Human wifdom, CLEANDER, even:in 
thefe retirements, where it is not difturbed by the tumult of the 
paffions, or diftreft by the intricacies of affairs, can go no farther, 
than to point out fome few certain and immutable truths. Where, 
in their confequences, they appear to clafh, it muft be a fuperior 
power that can demonftrate their eternal confiftency, fince to ob- 
{cure that confiftency with falfe appearances, is the utmoft effort of 
the potent ARIMANIUS. | 


All we can then advife is, to withdraw from thofe paths which are 
fo overfpread with fatal fnares, and feek for fecurity in retreat. This 
is 
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the eternal bridge in fafety, and arriving in thofe regions of the —~— 


blefled; the certain, though diftant, contemplation of which is the 


fragrant oil, that keeps alive the facred flame in the bofom of every 


true believer, with a brightnefs, to which the fplendors of all earthly 
greatnefs are more dim than twilight, outvying even the radiance of 
the Perfian throne. While thy fervices to that were confiftent with 
the univerfal law, thy virtue was heightened by its exalted object. 
Thofe fervices have been long and faithful. It is now high time to 
gain a difmiffion from the arduous tafk. Wait not, I charge thee, 
for the tempting rewards of ambition ; break off, without hefitating, 
every Grecian attachment ; and follow timid Virtue to fome humble 
cell. From thence thou mayft look back, with equal tranfport, 
on the duties fo attentively performed, and the guilt fo narrowly 
avoided. Leave thefe dark fcenes to other actors: if OROMASDES 
has doomed the deftru€tion of the Grecians, fear not but he will 
find fit inftruments to effect it, while thou fhalt look on in happy 
innocence; inftruments, who fhall perhaps find the punifhment of 
their guilt in the permiffion of accumulating crimes. Farewel: may 
the fource of light illuminate thy foul! No ritual obfervance fhall 


be wanting, on the part of thy friends, to atone for what is paft. 
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GosryAs to CLEANDER. Jom Perfepolis. 


I was fome days in hopes to have fent you the agreeable news 
of our treaty with the Lacedemonians being brought to an hap- 

py conclufion ; but it has been broke off on the very point of fign- 
ing, in a manner fo extraordinary and unexpected, as leaves us en- 
tirely at a lofs to account for the conduct of the Spartan republick. 
From this preamble thou wilt no doubt expe a detail of the negotia- 
tion, which was undoubtedly, in its objeét, the moft important, but 
proved, in its iffue, the moft fingular, that was ever entered in the 
chronicles of the empire. There was no pains fpared to fecure a 
good conclufion to the treaty, by a courteous and hofpitable behavi- 
our towards the perfons of thofe who negotiated it on the part of 
Lacedemon, and a franknefs and fincerity on the fide of the king’s 
commiffioners, in all the overtures they made to forward it. PLIs- 
TOLAS and PHARAX, the two new Spartan embafladors, were re- 
ceived by the governors of the provinces, through which they pafled 
in their way to court, with all the refpe@& that could be fhewn to 
the reprefentatives of fo confiderable a republick. About two para~ 
fangs from Perfepolis they were met by TIssAPHERNES, mafter of 
the horfe, the captain of the immortals, and feveral of the fatraps ; 
who conducted them to the palace prepared for their reception within 
the walls of the city. In the evening Hypaspes was fent to wel- 
come them in the king’s name, and fettle a time for their publick 
audience, which was performed in full fplendor a few days after. 
The fpeech which PLisToLAs made to the king, when he delivered 
his 
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his credentials, was fhort, but not without dignity or politenefs. Lee e z R 
“ Great monarch, we admire the magnificence of thy court, and ~~ 
“ the number of thy attendants; but are more ftruck with the grace 


“ and majefty of thy perfon. And we doubt not, but that in the 


** management of the bufinefs with which we are entrufted by our 


*¢ native city, we fhall have reafon to efteem thy wifdom in the 
“ choice of thy minifters.” The king anfwered them in few words, 
* that he could not but hope well of the fuccefs of any negotiation 
“ in which they were employed; that he would order fome of his 
“ council, in whom he repofed moft confidence, to confer with 
“ them as often as they defired it, and they fhould find him not 
*¢ lefs defirous of the alliance of Sparta, than that republick was 


“ of his.” 


When that day’s ceremony was over, TERIBAZUS, ARTAPHER- 
NES, and myfelf, were appointed commiflioners to treat with them. 
T endeavoured indire@tly to have NICANDER fet afide, knowing by 
experience, that he was an impracticable man, and would certainly 
throw obftacles in our way; but was told, that their inftructions 
enjoined them to do nothing without his advice. At our firft meet- 
ing, the embafladors put into our! hands a declaration concerning 
the grounds of the quarrel with Athens; it reprefented the war to 
have taken its rife from the ambitious views of that ftate, which had 
endeavoured, by oppreffing their allies, embezzling the publick trea- 


fure at Delos, and other unjuftifiable methods, to overturn the inde- 
pendence of the Grecian commonwealths. The hard ufage of Mg- 
GARA and PoTiD#A, the fuccours fent to the Corcyreans, and the 
private interefts and refentments of PERICLES, were not forgotten. 
It concluded by expreffing the hopes, which the republick of Sparta 
entertained, that the king would not deny them his affiftance in the 


profecution of fo juft a caufe. en 
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ee ieee mayft imagine, CLEANDER, it was not our intention to 
Lemyee difpute the facts alledged in this memorial ; but after telling the em- 
baffadors, that we would lay it before the king for his confideration, 


we added, that as no alliance could be lafting and fincere, when the 


contracting parties did not find their mutual interefts concerned, we 


thought the moft proper way of bringing things to a fair and fpeedy 
iffue, would be for both fides to communicate their refpe€tive pro- 
jects of a treaty to each other, the conditions of which might be de- 
bated in fubfequent conferences. They readily agreed to it, and the 


king’s commiflioners prefented the following paper: 


I, “ That there fhould be a firm league and amity by fea and 
“ Jand between ARTAXERXES king of Perfia, and the republick 
“ of Lacedzmon.” 


II. “ That during the continuance of the war againft the Athe- 
** nians and their allies, the king of Perfia fhould affift the Lacedzx- 
*¢ monians with a fleet of fourfcore fail, to be employed in fuch fer- 
“ vices, either jointly or feparately, as fhould moft annoy the com- 


(a4 b> am 
mon enemy. 


IN. “ That, for the better encouragement of the Peloponnefian 
“ failors, the king of Perfia fhould agree to raife their pay from 
“© three to four oboli a day.” 


* Such of our readers, as are not much verfed in ancient treaties, will not take it 
amifs, to be told, that this projet agrees in the moft material points (particularly 
the article which concerns the Afiatic Greeks) with the alliances afterwards concluded 
between the Perfians and Lacedzemonians; of which there are feveral inftances in the 
8th book of THucyprpkEs, and the firft of XenopHon’s Grecian hiftory. So great, 
we may reafonably fuppofe, was the reputation of the miniftry of ARTaxERxEs for 
wifdom and integrity, that their fucceflors thought they could not regulate their con- 
du& by founder maxims of policy. Note by the Tranflator. 
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IV. “ That, in confideration of thefe fuccours, the Lacedemo- 
nians and their allies fhould fecure and guarantee to the king and 
“ his fucceffors, the poffeffion of all the cities in Afia, and their de- 
“ pendencies, which had formerly belonged to the king, or any of 
*¢ his royal predeceffors.” 


(14 


V. “ That they fhould further promife, not to difturb or moleft 
* the Perfian navigation in any of thofe feas where it had been car- 


*¢ ried on in former times,’’ 


VI. “ That in cafe of any invafion from foreign enemies, or 
“ troubles from domeftick rebels, they fhould join the king’s army 
ce 


with a body of ten thoufand Greeks, to be commanded by the 
“* Perfian generals.” 


VII. “ It is further ftipulated, that no treaty fhould be entered 
* into, or peace made, without common confent.” 


The Lacedzemonian project differed from ours as to the proportion 
of fuccours, in fhips and money, which the king was to furnith 
them with, and entirely omitted the two principal articles of a free 
navigation, and the guarantee of the Afiatick colonies; only offer- 
ing ten thoufand men and thirty gallies, as their quota of affiftance, 
in cafe of any attack upon the Perfian dominions, 


At the next meeting they were told by us, that we could by no 
means think the offers they made in any wife an equivalent for the 
advantages fecured to their republick by the king’s own propofals ; 
much lefs were they equal to the extravagant conditions fet down in 
their projet ; that we were directed to tell them plainly, that unlefs 
they would repeal the two articles in CimoNn’s treaty, as exprefled 
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in our draught, it was lofing time to continue the conferences with 
them, and this negotiation muft end as fruitlefsly as the former. 


NIcANDER replied, that they were very ready to give us all rea- 
fonable fatisfa@tion, and they would not difpute with us the point 
of a free navigation in thofe feas where it had been prohibited ; but 
it was impoflible for them to furrender in exprefs terms all the cities 
of Afia, for whofe liberties their anceftors had fought, into our 
hands; fince fuch a condition would refle& a difgrace on their re- 
publick, that could never be cancelled; it would fet their own allies 
againft them, and for once make the caufe of Athens popular in 
Greece. I told them, that it was but common juftice to reftore the 
king to his rights, when he was to affift them in vindicating theirs ; 
that I could not comprehend what offence their allies could take, at 
a ftep neceflary to fecure to them the affiftance of a powerful mo- 
narch ; nor how the fate of Ionian colonies, allied to the Athenians, 
their enemies, could any ways affe&t the intereft or reputation of 
Sparta. The difpute between us continued for fome time on a foot- 
ing, that plainly fhewed, that as we were content to increafe our fuc- 
cours, provided the two articles above mentioned were admitted, 
they, on the contrary, would be fatisfied with a lefs proportion, if 
they could prevail to have them laid afide. At laft it was agreed to 
refer the final decifion of this matter to another conference. I ob- 
ferved, that PListToLas and PHARAX took very little fhare in the 
debate, leaving the management of it wholly to NicANDER, who 
appeared moft prejudiced againft our demands. Upon communicat- 
ing this hint to my colleagues, it was agreed, that we fhould havea 
private converfation with PLisToLas, and endeavour to find out, 
whether they were not left more at liberty by their inftructions, than 
they reprefented themfelves to be; and whether this extreme obfti- 

nacy 
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nacy was not put on, in order to obtain the better bargain for the ee 
republick of Lacedemon. PuLisTOLAs readily came to me, and, ~~ 
after I had difcourfed him on the prefent inability of his ftate, and 
their allies, to profecute the war vigoroufly without foreign affift- 
ance, I urged him to declare, whether they had not power to make 
us farther conceflions ; or elfe, I affured him, we had orders to break 
off the treaty, at the very next conference. He faid, there was a 
general claufe in their inftruGions, dire@ing them to adjuft the 
intereft of the Greek colonies in fuch a manner as might be leaft dif- 
honourable to the republick, and beft tend to ftrengthen their alliance 


with the king; and he would confefs to me, that he thought the 


articles we propofed anfwered both thofe provifoes. But as they 


were tied down not to conclude any thing without the concurrence 
of all three, and NicanpeEr, his colleague, was obftinate againft 


admitting this article, he did not fee what was to be done; that he 


would make one more effort to gain his concurrence, and acquaint 


me with the refult of it. The next morning he fent me a fhort 
letter to this effeG&t, “ that NiIcANDER was at laft convinced it was 
“« better to comply with our demands, than put an end to the nego- 


“ tiation.” This convinced my fellow-commiflioners and myfelf, 


that nothing more was wanting, than to draw out the treaty in 


form, and fign it without further trouble. But how much were we 
furprized, when at the next conference, after having read to the 
fourth article, NIcANDER rofe, and faid, that upon further con- 
fideration of the purport and fenfe of his inftrudctions, and the know- 
ledge he had of the fentiments of thofe in the adminiftration of af- 
fairs at Sparta, he thought himfelf obliged to retract the confent 


which his colleagues had extorted from him, to an article inconfift- 


ent with the intereft of Greece, and difhonourable to his country ! 
The other embafladors, feeming not lefs concerned than us at this de- 


claration, maintained, that the republick would ratify the article, as 
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e had offered it, fince the cities in Afia were not exprefsly given 


Lene up, but only included under the general defcription of territories 


formerly belonging to Perfia. But Nicanper with great warmth 
declared, he had rather lofe his right hand, than fet it to fuch a 
treaty. Upon this perfonal altercation we told them, that till they 
had fettled amongft themfelves a point of fo great confequence, no- 
thing could be determined; that we had done all that lay in our 
power to facilitate the treaty, and were forry that they had not pro- 
ceeded with the franknefs and fincerity which were expedted from 
them. PxiisTOLas has fince protefted to me in the ftrongeft manner, 
that he could not imagine what were NIcANDER’s reafons for re- 
tracting ; and to prove to me that PHarax and himfelf were really 
of opinion, that they fhould not be difowned by their principals, 
he has offered to fign the treaty without NicANDER. But it has 
not been thought proper to accept this propofal, becaufe of the claufe 
in their inftru€tions, which renders their unanimous concurrence in 
every particular neceflary. 


We have fince received your letters, which contain an account of 
the truce concluded between the Lacedzmonians and Athenians, and 
the {trong difpofition which appears in both fides to put an end to 
the war. Several are of opinion, that the embafladors muft have 
had fome earlier notice of thefe tranfaCtions, though they have not 
acknowledged it to us; for they fay, that NIcANDER’s retraction of 
his confent, and the abfurd offer of PListo~as and PHARAX, which 
they knew we could not with any fecurity depend upon, bear all 
the marks of a difingenuous piece ‘of thuffling, contrived to palliate 
a change of meafures, which was really occafioned by an alteration 
of affairs at home. However, we are not without hopes, that the 
inftructions fent by Cuaricyies will have reached Athens time 
enough to enable you to prevent a final accommodation. In the 


mean 
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mean time, till their fuccefs is known, our counfels here are at a sc 
ftand. =a 


What you mention in your letter of the good effects that may 
arife from employing embafladors, and the difadvantages with 
which unauthorized agents contend, has fuch weight, that it is deter- 
mined to fend ARTAPHERNES with an extraordinary commiffion to 
Sparta, as foon as the event of the treaty begun at Athens fhall be 
known. I believe PYTHON is pretty well recovered from the con- 
fternation he was at firft under, when he heard our negotiation 


with the embafladors was almoft concluded. He came in great hafte 
from OrsAMEs’s Villa at Taoces, to interrupt it, as far as lay in 


his power. The king told Orsamzs pleafantly, upon feeing him 
the other day in the prefence-chamber, “ that he could not help 
“‘ being alarmed at the frequent private converfations, which he 


* held with the Athenian agent; and believed he muft examine 
“ him upon the fubject-matter of them.” Onrsames replied, “ he 
““ was content to undergo the enquiry, and would confefs, that in 
* fome of his letters to CLEANDER was contained a full account of 


‘all his practices with Pyruon.”- I had a long conference with 
that minifter upon the aflembly’s anfwer, mentioned in your laft 


difpatch, and brought him to acknowledge, that immediate fatisfac- 


tion ought to be made for fome of the fhips on our lift: the ftate of 
the cafe, with refpect to the others, he is to fettle with commiflaries 


of the marine, who are ordered to confer with him. He likewife 
informed me, that the people of Athens, to fhew how little part 
they had taken in ZopyRus’s expedition, entirely approved the 
king’s proceedings in regard to fuch of their countrymen as had 
been made prifoners in their retreat by the Caunians, which I told 


him the king could not look upon as an adequate fatisfaction to the 
injury they had done him, by fuffering ZopyRus to fail out of their 
ports, 
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ports, when his defign was publickly talked of at Athens; and that 
he infifted they fhould punith all who returned thither, after openly 
appearing in arms at Caunus. I find PyrHown inclined to a profe- 
cution of the war againft Sparta, particularly if our affiftance can be. 
obtained ; and ftrongly of opinion, that the majority of the affembly 
will reject a treaty. Butas I fufpect him to be a creature of CLEON’s, 
Iam doubtful what credit to give to his aflertions. The perfons 
feized at Miletus, it is true, were the king’s agents, which gives a 
prefent interruption to our defigns in thofe parts, though the chief 
reafon for fufpending them is to wait the event of the treaty at 
Athens ; for it is by no means our intention to draw upon ourfelves 
the arms of all Greece, before we are thoroughly prepared. Farewel. 
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LiKE os ERP E-s Ret CGE: 
CLEANDER fo SMERDIS. 


NE would think, that the inquifitive and afpiring people among LETTER 
whom I refide, fatisfied with the progrefs they had made in , Soe 
all parts of fcience, were for pufhing their intellectual difcoveries 
into a new and untried region, and had fome ambition of adding to 
their boafted acquifitions in knowledge, the knowledge of futurity. 


Infinite almoft is the collection of obfervations which they have 
made for this purpofe; yet an order of men is fet apart for colle@- 


ing more, or interpreting what they already have; and they ima- 


gine themfelves in a likely way of reducing to all the certainty and 
regularity of fyftem fome of the feemingly moft cafual things in 
nature. 


I was drawn into this reflection by juft now pafling by a place 
where one of thefe augurs, who are fupported here at the publick 
charge, was engaged in the bufinefs of his profeffion. He was 


feated in a chair of a particular make, and appropriated to that ufe ; 
clothed in a long white robe; had a crown of gold upon his head, and 
was adorned with all the other habiliments of his office. He had a 
tablet in his hand, on which he writ down every circumftance re- 
lating to the birds of divination, their flight, fpecies, voice, and 
manner of appearance ; every thing that might affift the enquiry he 
was making, which was to colle from fuch notices, as thefe mef- 


fengers were fuppofed to bring, whether a projected defcent of the 


Athenians upon the ifland Sphafteria would meet with fuccefs. 
WL. IT, ome) { did 
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I did not care for afking many queftions on fo nice a point, left 
I fhould draw any fufpicion on myfelf and character ; and therefore 
could not perfeétly inform myfelf about the whole procefs and iffue 
of this affair: but I fhould judge, from the general joy and pleafure 
which were diffufed: over the countenances of the afflembly, that 
they had not the leaft doubt, that the event would be fortunate, and 
the gods favourable to their defign. 


This incident naturally turned my thoughts on the fubje@ of di- 
vination, and the various kinds of it that are here in ufe. Some 
indeed attended with more folemnity and expence, and therefore 
held in a higher degree of credit and efteem; but others cheap and 
obvious enough to every one: fo that all have here fufficient means 
of fatisfying themfelves with regard to any event which they have 


either a curiofity or a concern to know. 


I would not prefume to trouble thee, venerable SMERDIS, with a 
detail of all the particulars relating to this myftery. The whole 
would be too tedious, and many parts too trivial for thy notice. All 
nature indeed is fuppofed to have fomething of a prophetick gift. 
Every thing we fee or hear is thought capable of affording fome infight 
into our future fortune, and obferved accordingly with a fuitable at- 


tention. Every animal, be it bird, beaft, or infect, under all the 


variety of circumftances with which its appearance may be attended, 
every uncommon phenomenon in the heavens, every fudden emo- 
tion of the mind or body, our very dreams, and even words, are 
imagined to contain fome prefage of approaching good, or warning 
againft impending ill. Thefe notices indeed are fometimes too fine 
for the coarfer fight of common apprehenfion, but cannot efcape 
the penetration of the more acute obfervers, who are trained up ta 
the art, and invefted with a publick authority to interpret them. 
There 
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There is one kind of divination, which is fuppofed to proceed 
from fome immediate communication of the gods; another, which 
is the refult of obfervation, and attainable by experience. Some 
pretend to be actuated, in an extraordinary manner, by a demon, 
or fpiritual agent, who tranfa&s every thing without their privity, 
and makes ufe only of their organs in the anfwers he gives, and the 
difcoveries he makes. Another fort have their bodies thrown into 
a lethargick and infenfible ftate, while their foul, at thefe feafons, 
difengaged from its heavy aflociate, is at liberty to traverfe uncon- 
fined the regions of earth and heaven, and inftructed by the free 
converfation of gods and heroes, brings back fuch various intelli- 
gence, as enables them to fatisfy all enquiries. We have accounts of 
thofe who have continued a whole. age in this dormant pofture; but 
I think poor HermMoporRus was in the moft pitiable circumftances, 
whofe body being betrayed into the hands of his enemies, while his 
foul was engaged in one of thefe improving excurfions, they took 
an unmanly advantage of his abfence, and deftroyed the cottage, 
while the tenant was abroad. 


Of all the methods-of predi€tion, that depend on human {kill, 
augury is here in the moft repute. Nothing may feem more uncer- 
tain than the flight of birds, or more unintelligible than their voice, 
or uninterefting than their appearance, But every thing relating to 
them has here fome meaning; fometimes more clear and explicit, 
fometimes more fecret and myftical, but fuch as may eafily be un- 
folded by the profeffors. of the divining art, in all the more nice and 
complicated cafes. Thefe creatures, like others, feem commonly 
intent on the means of fupporting their own being, or providing 
for the fupport of their offspring. But it is concluded here, that 
they have higher views; and though they may appear to the lefs 
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difcerning bufied in fuch inferior matters, yet they come to inform 
the Athenians when their armies fhould march, or their fleets fail ; 
with whom war is to be carried on, or peace concluded; when ines 
magiftrates fhould be eleéted, or affemblies meet for the difpatch of 
bufinefs ; for nothing of a publick nature, and of any confequence 
to the ftate, is determined here without their concurrence. Whe- 
ther thefe notices by birds be owing to fome divine dire@tion, or 
may not, in fome meafure, proceed from their own fagacity, I have 
not been able fully to inform myfelf; for fo fundamental a part of 
their religion is a fubje&t of too much nicety and importance to be 
entered freely into, or to admit of any debate. To fuppofe them 
fent by an exprefs appointment, feems a more reafonable foundation 
for the ftrong confidence they place in fuch admonitions; though 
fome proverbial fayings in ufe among them, of their Kee privy 
to the moft fecret tranfa€tions, would make one think, they be- 
lieved them in their own nature to be moft prying and obfervant 
creatures. 


But though this method of divining be more frequently praétifed, 
and attended with more formality, yet there are a thoufand others 
in great credit. Lightning and meteors are celeftial figns, to 
which great attention is paid. A tingling of the eye, and a palpi- 
tation of the heart, are included in the clafs of divine prognofticks. 
It was a {neeze from one of his right-hand attendants at the time of 
facrifice, that is faid to have given THEMIsTOCLEs the firft earneft 
of his fuccefs againft Perfia. And our calamitous defeat at Salamis 
was partly owing to the warmth of fpirit and confidence of viétory, 
with which his foldiers were animated by this feemingly infignificant 
incident ; though we ought not to deny the owl, that perched upon 
the maft of his fhip, the fhare. he had of kindling up this martial 

ardour. 
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ardour. For however unpromifing or inaufpicious his afpeét may be 
in other places, he is treated at Athens with great veneration, and 
trufted as one of the fureft omens of fuccefs. 


Sacrificing likewife is not only ufed here to engage or acknow- 
ledge the favour of the gods, but to collet whether they defign to 
be favourable. From being practifed at firft merely on publick and 
fignal occafions, it is become a fettled method of gathering their 
intention, or foliciting their affiftance in the common exigencies of 
life; before a journey, or after a dream; in any difcompofure of 
mind, or indifpofition of body. In looking for aufpicious figns, 
the foundnefs of the heart, the liver, and the lungs, is the chief ob- 
ject of attention; though the fparkling of the incenfe, and con- 
tortions of the fmoke, are of fome ufe in the enquiry; and the 
pofture of the tail is not a little obferved; for being twifted, it de- 
notes a complicated cafe; if turned down, it betokens nothing but 
difafter and defeat ; but lifted up, it is confided in as an undoubted 


fignal of fuccefs. 


If the victim goes freely to the place of facrifice, it is efteemed a 
good omen. To try the temper he is in, they generally draw a 
knife along his body: if he not only bears this quietly, but con- 
fents by a nod, (which gracious mark of his approbation is com- 
monly obtained by pouring a little water into his ear,) it is imme- 
diately concluded, that the offering is acceptable, and the event of 
the bufinefs will be fuccefsful; fo much ftrefs is laid on this circum- 
ftance, that the Athenians, in times of diftrefs, have erected extem- 
porary altars, where the victims of their own accord ftopt in the 
proceffion ; and here is a traditional ftory of a mad bull, that broke 
loofe from ten men, and then tamely followed an old prieftefs to the 


place of facrifice. 
Thefe 
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pl lee Thefe rites are performed with great folemnity before a battle, 


U—— the victims being adorned with crowns, flowers, and ribbons, and 


their horus often tipt with gold. But unlefs the omens be favour- 


able, the Greeks will rather throw down their bucklers, and fubmit 
to the enemy, than by refifting be guilty of impiety and difobedience 
to the will of the gods) Marponivs at fuch a juncture had like to 


have cut in pieces the whole body of forces under PAusanias, had 
they not been animated by a fudden change of appearances, and 


made fo violent a charge as the Perfian army could not ftand. 


In dwelling upon this fubje&t I can hardly keep up a .gravity, 


which it may feem to require; becaufe I am perfuaded, that the 


whole myftery of foothfaying, as it is here praétifed, is rather to be 
attributed to the contrivance of men, than the communication of 


the gods; though it is with the utmoft deference of judgment, ‘that 
I offer my opinion to thee, venerable SMERDIs, who art fo much 
better acquainted with the will and ways of Providence. But from 


fome inftances that have fallen under my notice, I cannot help 


thinking, that it is a ftratagem, by which felfifh and artful men 


practife more fafely on the credulity of the weak and well-meaning. 


And I have often {fmiled at, though I could never credit, a common 
report of our great philofopher’s fuggefting to the people, that a 
{neeze was an admonitory hint from his attendant demon. Doubt- 
lefs thofe who are concerned in ‘the direCtion of civil or military af- 
fairs, have made, and do make, great ufe of thefe {trong perfuafions, 
which omens generally produce, as they may accommodate them by 


a little dextrous management to ferve any purpofes they have in 
view. By this means they may baffle the beft laid and-moft forward 
project, and throw a damp on the moft ative and enterprizing 
{pirits. By this they may raife a multitude to the moft fanguine 
expectations from the utmoft depreffion of defpair, and infpire them 
inftantly with all the fire and fiercenefs of enthufiafm. 


The 
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The felf-intereft of mankind, and their importance to themfelves, 
would indeed have their fhare, both in producing and continuing 
this turn for divination; as it is a fcheme, they might think, that 
would be often ferviceable to their welfare, and which would always 
be flattering to their vanity. We are creatures made capable of, 
and defigned for, happinefs; we have therefore great quicknefs in 
difcerning, and fenfibility in feeling, the feveral ways by which it is 
or may be affected. This, joined to our prefumed fignificancy, and 
the chief rank we hold in the vifible creation, makes us imagine, 
that we are really as dear, and appear as confiderable to every other 
being as we do to ourfelves; and that all the different ranks of in- 
ferior animals were made folely to adminifter to our pleafure, with- 
out any view of advancing their own. On this account we are apt 
to conclude, that all the bufinefs which is tranfaéting near us has a 
particular regard to our mighty felves, till we come at length to in- 
tereft heaven and earth fo far in our prefervation, as to fuppofe, that 
whatever is done is principally defigned to advertife us of any good 
or ill that is likely to befal us. 


Thefe refle€tions have often led me to commiferate the hard lot 
of this fuperftitious people, who are thus taught to overlook the en- 
joyment of prefent good, for the fake of thofe little fanciful cleva- 
tions which they have from the expectance of fome future one; and 
when the real ills of life are fo many, are expofed to a thoufand ad- 
ventitious diftrefles, that {pring only from groundlefs apprehenfions. 
The hoarfe note of a raven is enough to chill the warmeft hopes of 
an Athenian, and make a publick affembly, intent on the execution 
of the moft neceflary affairs, break up in confufion. Journies of 
bufinefs, which my friend PH1LEMoN and I had fettled, have been 
often fufpended on account of the unpropitious fight of a fwal- 
low; and many a party of pleafure been interrupted by the ill-timed 

appearance 
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BEE Te R appearance of a hare or a weafel. I have fometimes ventured to argue 

© 4 se = . 

Ly with, or banter the good old man on thefe occafions; but only 
found, that prejudices of this kind are imprefled too deeply on the 


minds even of fenfible and ingenious men, to be ever erafed by 


reafon or raillery. How much more agreeable to our nature and 
circumftances is the practice that is enjoined us in the pure and un- 
corrupted pages of the Zenda! ‘* That we fhould take occafion 


“* every day, from the firft animal we meet, to pay our grateful 
** acknowledgments to the fupreme fource of light and happinefs ; 
who has produced fuch an amazing variety of creatures, provided 
fufficient means to make them happy, and yet made them all in 
fome degree fubfervient to the ufe, and conducive to the welfare 
of man.” 
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CLEANDER fo GOBRYAS. 


N the firft of this moon Scirrophorion, PH1LocuEs, the Trie- 
rarch, arrived here exprefs from the generals at Pylus, with the 
news, that the Athenian forces had made a defcent on the ifland 
Sphatteria, and after a brifk engagement obliged the Lacedemonian 
garrifon to furrender themfelves prifoners at difcretion. 


I have enclofed the moft authentick detail of the whole affair, in. 
a copy of the difpatch fent by CLEoN and DemosTHENES, which 
has been read more than once in the aflembly with repeated accla- 
mations. From feveral f{trokes in it, I am fatisfied it could be drawn 
up by no one but the enterprifing fon of CLEm@NETUS, who, what- 
ever thare of merit he may juftly lay claim to in planning out the 
action, feems determined not to lofe one tittle of applaufe for want 
of rhetorick in defcribing it. The rejoicings on this occafion are 
now. at their height, accompanied by all thofe marks of rioting 
which the multitude are apt to commit, when flufhed with an un- 
expected fuccefs, which they afcribe to a general who ftands high 
in their efteem. The tranfport of the populace has exerted itfelf 
upon the houfes of thofe citizens. who promoted the late negotiation 
and their characters are made the fubje&t of {cholia or catches, adapted 
to the genius of the vulgar. Neither the humane fuperftition of 
PHILEMON, the formality of Dioporus, nor the caution of Nicras, 
has efcaped the low raillery of thefe political fatirifts, whofe rough 
licentious writings give one a ftrong idea of the times, when the 
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LETTER great men of Greece were abufed from the carts of Turspis and 
L——— his contemporaries. ‘ 


I can affure thee, noble {fcribe, that this event is looked upon as 
the moft extraordinary one that has happened during the courfe of 
the war ; for, in the firft place, the moft intelligent perfons in Athens 
were fo far from imagining that CLEON’s wild project would meet 
with fuccefs, that they rather expeéted every day to hear of his 
fhameful repulfe. In the fecond place, it was the univerfal opinion, 


that the Lacedemonian detachment in Sphacteria, in imitation of 
the three hundred at Thermopylx, were determined to die in their 
ranks, after felling their lives fo dear, as would make the victory 
worth very little to the Athenians. But the iffue of this affair has 
verified the old Grecian proverb, “ The fortune of war is ever 
“ productive of novelties ;”’ fince it is efteemed the moft difgraceful 
blow the Lacedemonians ever received, with the leaft lofs to their 
enemies; and CLEON, whofe military qualifications were never 
reckoned the fhining part of his character, is now put on a level, 
by his flatterers, with the moft celebrated captains of Greece for 
bravery and conduct. He is expected to arrive from Pylus ina few 
days. I fhall take the firft opportunity of communicating to him 
the rupture of the Lacedemonian treaty, and endeavour to difcover, 
whether the profeffions he made me before his expedition, of draw- 
ing this ftate into a clofer alliance with ARTAXERXES, were fincere. 
If I find they were, I will perfuade him to feel the pulfe of the 
aflembly upon that fubject. His emiflaries fhall fpread about the 
difpofition into which the haughtinefs of Sparta has thrown our 
monarch, to cultivate the friendthip of Athens, and infift on the rea- 
fonablenefs of foftening the rigour of C1moNn’s peace, im order to 
obtain a powerful affiftance from Perfia, which may in the prefent 
juncture decide the fate of the war. By this method the Lacedx- 

monian. 
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monian flownefs may be quickened; and if the king perfeveres in are ae 
his defign to take part with them, ARTAPHERNES will meet with Hw 
the better reception. On the other hand, it will be feen, whether 
the Athenians really intended to make propofals of a ftri&t confede- 
racy to our court, or only contrive amufements, to prevent our join- 


ing with the Peloponnefian allies, 


Thou mayett be fatisfied, that the Lacedemonians will not think 
themfelves much obliged to their embafladors at Perfepolis, for giv- 
ing fuch entire credit to the firft advices of an accommodation, as to 


break off the conferences in fo abrupt and ridiculous a manner. 


Inftructions, which, like theirs, were to be interpreted according 
to the exigencies of affairs, fhould never be entrufted but to minifters 


of the greateft capacity and experience. And for my own part, I 
never thought negotiation the talent of the Spartans. 


The republick of Athens is determined to puth on the war vigo- 
roufly this fummer. A fleet of eighty gallies is equipping with the 


utmoft diligence, which is to be put under the command of NictrAs. 
The affembly have paffed a vote, that a thoufand citizens, (who 
are to be chofen by lot out of the tribes,) and three hundred of the 
Hippeis, fhould hold themfelves in readinefs to embark at an hour’s 


warning. They have likewife demanded affiftance from feveral of 
their allies. ‘The expedition is intended againft Corinth, either to 


Jand and take the city by furprife, or to make an attempt upon 
the fhipping in the harbour; both which undertakings, however 


plaufible they appear in the fcheme that has been laid before the 
people, fome experienced officers have affured me to be extremely 
difficult, if not impracticable. Letters are arrived from SoPHOCLES 
and EuRyMEDON, who were fent with a fleet to Corcyra the begin- 
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meee R ning of the fummer. They give an account, that having landed 


t-————-J fome companies of Athenian foldiers, the revolters were beat out of 


their faftneffes ; a fort they had built on the mountain Ithone ftormed; 


and the greateft part of them obliged to furrender at difcretion. The 


unfortunate men fo taken were confined in a {mall ifland near Cor- 


cyra, till the people at Athens had pronounced fentence upon them, 


with an exprefs condition, that if any attempted to efcape, they 
fhould all be furrendered up to the Corcyrean magiftrates. Thefe 
terms were violated on the part of the captives ; and the Athenian ge- 


nerals, without waiting for orders from hence, after putting them into 


the hands of the magiftracy, purfued their voyage for Sicily. Ad- 
vice is fince come that the latter, glad of the opportunity to ex- 


tirpate every remnant of the ariftocratical faction in Corcyra, con- 
demned them all to death, and delivered them over to the ‘infults 
and barbarity of the multitude. Such is the blind violence of party 


wherever it prevails. May the extremes of it be avoided by every 
ftate that would preferve its good fenfe, its liberties, and its hu- 


manity ! 


Before this reaches thy ‘hands, thou wilt have received the dif 
patches, of which CHARICLEs is the bearer; and I will prefume to 


hope, thou art not unmindful of the requeft I prefumed to make in 
them, that thou would{t intercede with the king for my return. 


Not to urge again the topick of the danger I run by a much longer 
continuance here, after practifing with CLEoN, I will juft mention, 
that PyTHown has, in his laft letters to the fenate, informed them, 


that the Perfian court has very exact intelligence, not only of the 


actions, but the views and defigns of this ftate, and frequently 


earlier and. more important advices, than himfelf. | I am fenfible 


thou communicateft my difpatches to none but thofe of the fupreme 
council ; but canft thou fo well anfwer for the fidelity of thofe who 
give 
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give hourly attendance at thy palace? And as my letters are regi- L Date R 
ftered. in the archives, the holy Mage who has the care of them WH ~~ 
may have no averfion to an Attick talent ; and in that cafe, an artful 
infinuating minifter, like PytrHon, will find eafy accefs within 
thofe venerable walls. Think not thefe fufpicions founded entirely 
on my own chimerical reveries; for a friend of mine, who corre- 
fponds with PyrHoNn, fhewed me a letter from him, in which he 
boafts, that “ he had contracted an intimate acquaintance with one 
** who has it in his power to inform him of the moft material paf- 


“* fages at the court; and that he finds no places fo fecure in Perfia, 


* to which a gold key gives not the readieft accefs.” 


I will own freely to thee, illuftrious fcribe, that after having {pent 


the earlier part of my life in acquiring a knowledge of the learning, 
manners, and language of diftant nations, and almoft feven years 
of it in the king’s fervice here, I long impatiently to revifit my pa- 


ternal farm in the vale of D1aNA, near my native Ephefus. That 
fhady retirement is of all others the beft adapted to my inclinations ; 
as it places one beneath the envy and refentment of the great, and 
above their dependance. It is there I would finifh my courfe in 
tranquillity, and live only to myfelf, praying for the welfare of the 
empire, the health of ARTAXERXES, and the happinefs of my ge- 


nerous patron. 


From Athens, the 3d of Metagnitnion, P. 
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CLEON and DEMOSTHENES @o the Senate and People of Athens. 


-y our laft letters, Athenians, you were informed, that the rein- 
forcements under CLEON had joined your fleet before Sphaéteria,. 

and that it had been refolved to attempt landing, unlefs the Lace-_ 
dzmonian generals confented, that their men in the ifland fhould be 
kept prifoners of war at Athens, till an accommodation was con- 
cluded. ‘This propofal has been fince made in form; and though 
vifibly intended to prevent the farther effufion of Grecian blood, 


‘was rejected with difdain ; anfwer being returned, that no Spartan 


ever came alive into the hands of his enemy. A reply fo infolent 
and unfeafonable had no other effeét, than to inflame the zeal of the 
officers, and excite the courage and refentment of the foldiers. Ac- 
cordingly, after giving a day’s reft to the army, on the following 
night we fet afhore eight hundred heavy-armed foldiers in the ifland, 
who furprifed an advanced poft of the Lacedemonians, and either 
Killed or took prifoners all who were upon guard. The difpofition 
for landing the reft of the forces was performed with fuch difcipline 
and regularity, that before break of day they were all difembarked, 
without the leaft oppofition from the enemy. An accidental fire 
having a few days before confumed great part of the woods, with 
which the ifland was over-run, made us lefs apprehenfive of am- 
bufcades, and gave us alfo an opportunity of difcovering that the 
number of the Lacedemonians was greater than we imagined it to 
be; for which reafon none but the Thalamitai * were left aboard 
the fhips. 


* Rowers of the lower benches. 


The 


ATIVENTAN? LET T’E R &. 


—~« —= & wy —~ ea es > Fig, —~ ey Ow, fan "8G, ap CO. ey, 
S04. S80, S606, S09, G04, S09, SH "09. D0, D209, BD 05> oo. a 


The troops began their march early in the morning in order of eas 
battle ; the flanks, van, and rear being covered with {mall parties of tear 


the light-armed, who were directed to harafs the enemy wherever 
they appeared, to fcour the woods, and retire to the main body, in 
cafe they were pufhed too vigoroufly. A large detachment of Spar- 
tans and Helots charged us at the opening of the defile, and put®ur 
van-guard into fome confufion; but the main body marching up to 
fuftain them, and our peltaftai and archers forely galling the enemy 
from the higher grounds at the fame time, they were obliged to re- 
treat in tolerable good order towards the extremity of the ifland ; 
where they took refuge in a fortification, which, from the fituation 
of the ground about it, feemedin a manner impregnable. Here be- 
ing joined to the reft of their men, they made fo gallant and obfti- 
nate a defence, that our ‘heavy-armed infantry were thrice repulfed. 
After feveral hours continual combat, your troops were almoft fpent 
with heat and fatigue; and we began to think, though unwillingly, 
of founding a retreat, when the commander of the Meffenians pro- 
pofed to us to attack them in the rear with a chofen party of the 
light-armed. We accepted this offer, and having given him eight 
hundred targetiers and archers, he found means, by conduéting them 
through craggy narrow pafles, to appear in the rear of the Lacedx- 
monians, ready to fall upon them from that quarter, the fituation of 
which alone they thought a fufficient fecurity. We no fooner ob- 
ferved this, than we ordered a herald to proclaim aloud in the front 
of our lines, that if the enemy would lay down their arms, they 
fhould be admitted to capitulate. The words were fcarcely pronounced, 
before we faw moft of thofe on the ramparts throw down their wea- 
pons, and hold up their hands in token of affent. A fufpenfion of 
hoftilities immediately enfued, and it was defired by StyPHoN, 
their commanding officer, that leave fhould be given him to fend to 
the Lacedemonians before Pylus for inftruCtions. But we only al- 
lowed 
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lowed him to call an herald out of the camp, who, ftanding on the 
oppofite fhore, (which is but a very {mall diftance from the ifland,) 
was acquainted with the neceflities of the garrifon, and in a few 
hours returned, and declared to them, in the name of Agis and his 
council of war, that they had permiffion to confult for their fafety, 
provided they did nothing unworthy of the Spartan name. Upon 
this the befieged delivered up their arms, and furrendered themfelves 
prifoners, ftipulating only, that they fhould be ufed with humanity. 
The number of the Lacedemonian captives are above three. hun- . 
dred: the whole number originally fent over into Sphacteria was 
four hundred and twenty, all picked men, 


After obtaining this glorious fuccefs, we offered up, according to 
the pious cuftom of our anceftors, a facrifice out of the firft fruits 
of the fpoils to Juprrer and Minerva the counfellors, the tutelar. 
deities of this ftate. We likewife fet up a trophy on a rifing ground, 
which affords a fair profpe&t of the enemy’s camp. We intend to 
begin embarking our army with the prifoners, and the reft of the 
booty, to-morrow ; and fhall then reinforce the garrifon of Pylus, 
and take the firft favourable wind to fail for Athens. | 


We think ourfelves bound in juftice to-affure you, that the whole 
army, as well officers as foldiers, in their refpeétive capacities, be- 
haved with as much {fkill, valour, and intrepidity, as were ever 
{hewn by any troops, on any occafion whatfoever; and we recom-~ 
mend to your notice more particularly, for their gallant condud, 
PHILOCLEs the fonof LacugEs, the bearer of thefe difpatches, La- 
MACHUS captain of the Peltaftai, and THERAMENEs Tricrarch of 
the Nereids. As to the victory itfelf, we know not, Athenians; 
whether it may become us, who were unworthy inftruments of ob- 
taining it, to anticipate the impartial judgment you will form of. it 


by 


~ - ——~e 53 at —~819 
Cy "Pe OM » 8, LD Cog 90... "C09, BS "9p, 


BO, VIPs 


S00. Deo. Bin, S09, F009, G00 "00g "09 De S00 gg 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 297 


by adding our own. But in juftification of your two generals, one Nia ee F 
of whom undertook for the fuccefs of this meafure, in a manner W—~—— 
that might appear too prefumptuous, and the other both advifed the 

defcent, and affifted, to the beft of his abilities, in making the necef- 

fary difpofitions for it, give us leave to fay a few words; that con- 

fidering the courage and obftinacy of the garrifon, and the advan- 

tage in point of fituation and knowledge of the ifland with which 

they fought, we believe your forces never gained a completer ad- 

vantage, with lefs lofs, and more honour to themfelves ; in fight of 

an enemy’s camp, fuperior in number, which looked on as uncon- 

cerned {pectators of the combat. Certainly the confequences to be 

drawn from it muft be very beneficial, if you perfift in refufing to 

hearken to the counfels of thofe who would effect, by a difgraceful 

peace, what the united ftrength of your enemies is not able to 

compafs. 


From our Camp in the ifland of Sphacteria, the 25th of the moon 
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that they have ordered as many Hermz to be made in honour 


of it, as were fet up after the defeat of the Medes at Strymon. My 
curiofity led me the other day into the portico, where they are to 
be placed. ‘“ I fuppofe (faid I, to a friend, who was with me) the 
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{tate takes this opportunity to pay fome acknowledgment to Dz- 
MOSTHENES, the inftrument of its fuccefs againft the Spartans, 
by infcribing his name with a recital of the ation on the bafes of 
thofe ftatues; an acknowledgment fuited to one of his elegant 
mind, who is equally fenfible and deferving of applaufe.” “ By 
no means (anfwered he); it is never ufual on thefe occafions to 
mark any name but that of the people.” ‘ Methinks (returned 
I) your practice is an odd one. Why, you pay more honour to 
the trifling feats of activity or ftrength performed at your folemn 
entertainments, than to the wifdom and virtue of thofe officers 
who decide the fate of your country! The Athenians muft 
have a very high opinion of their fellow-citizens, to think they 
are fo much the fervants of the publick, as to endanger their re- 
putation, without even the hope of this fantaftical reward. Or 
you muft permit me to have a very mean opinion of the Athe- 
nians, if the paffion of envy can infe& a nation, to the prejudice 
of the few who diftinguifh themfelves.” ‘ You are miftaken, 
(interrupted my friend,) in imputing it to the envy and jealoufy 
of the Athenians, not to their wifdom and magnanimity, that 
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they are fond of publick monuments, but {paring in private me- 


morials. I have thought the firft often preferable to the laft, fince Wey—_—i 


they are addrefled to a whole nation, and may be regarded as an 
incentive to virtue by the meaneft, as well as the moft elevated 
mind. When it is faid (for inftance) on fome of them, that the 
people fought valiantly and fuccefsfully for their liberties, can one 
of the fineft education, of the greateft quality or fortune, infer 
any thing lefs from it, than that it becomes him to be the fore- 
moft in fuch contefts? Or can the moft uncultivated fail of 
being reminded, that, though he aéts in a little fphere, his life is 
a debt to his country, which muft be paid whenever fhe demands 
it? But when a ftatue is erected, or an infcription drawn up, to 
the honour of a private character, it makes an impreflion upon 
few.—To attain fuch exalted merit 1s above the reach, and to 
defire it, is beyond the wifhes of moft men; fo that while the 
name of a people excites a general fpirit of enthufiafm, the me- 
morial of one genius excites only the emulation of another. Like 
an efoteric treatife of philofophy, it may fall in the way of the 
vulgar; but they cannot underftand it, or improve by it, becaufe 
calculated for men of fpeculation; whereas the publick monuments 
are like popular effays, more univerfally ufeful and intelligible. 


“ To turn the argument in another light. Would it not be in- 
confiftent with that equality of rank, which fhould be carefully 
maintained in a free government, to beftow diftin@ions of this 
nature too frequently, even on thofe who are eminent? Can any 
more effectual way be taken to infpire a love of our country, or 
to fupprefs the gentle rifings of vanity, than to let it be known to 
every man of parts, that it is a matter of ftrict duty to be active 
in the common fervice? That what he performs with credit in 
the field, is owing partly to the tutelar deities of the ftate, partly 
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to the valour of his foldiers, and the experience of his officers; and 
after all, fortune takes a confiderable fhare of praife from him. 
That on thefe accounts he has no claim to crowns of gold, fta- 
tues, or infcriptions. Yet, were the contrary praétice obferved, 
which you zealoufly recommend, the opportunities which fuch 
pre-eminence would afford its poffeffors, of comparing themfelves 
with their countrymen, would intoxicate fome with a dangerous, 
and others with a filly pride; fo that he, who arrived to thefe glo- 
ries, and had good talents, would in reality ere& himfelf into the 
monarch of the ftate; while one of meaner endowments would 
in fancy be fo fuperior to the reft of his plain fellow-citizens, that 
the gift of them would be.a certain prejudice to the man, and 
render him f{trangely ridiculous. We may add further, that as 
the beft underftandings are not proof againft the giddinefs which 
attends honours, fo great honefty may be corrupted by a facility 
of procuring them ; and they will be fought for in the quarrels of 
faction, not contefted in the race of virtue.” 


I was not willing, CRaTipPus, to hold a controverfy with my 


friend, and yielded to him. From a trifling particular concerning 


the Hermz, which the ftate is now ere€ting, our converfation 
rambled into general topicks; and the longer we talked, the more 
we loft fight of what we firft difputed.. At laft I faid, “ How dif- 
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proportioned is the number of poffible methods for preferving 
fame, to thofe of acquiring it! an argument that we ought not to 
concern ourfelves about its duration after death. If it has ferved 
our turn while we lived, we fhould not eagerly intrude it upon 
the flage to the difturbance of the charaéters that fucceed us} 
fince it feems a fort of bufy impertinence to aim at ingrofling 
the attention of pofterity. Commemorative pillars and infcrip- 
tions are undoubtedly the beft records of antiquity, as they are 
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more lafting, and lefs liable to alteration than tradition. In the 
firft ages an unhewn ftone was often placed on the fpot where 
fome remarkable tranfaction had pafled; but the knowledge of its 
occafion could only be had from the memory and reports of the 
inhabitants. This imperfect means of giving information to fuc- 
ceeding times was afterwards improved, by fketching out a bar- 
barous reprefentation of the ftory on rough columns; the defign 
of which, in a courfe of years, was only to be gathered from 
conjecture, till letters introduced an hiftorical certainty. Hzro- 
DOTUs has extracted much of his hiftory from the marbles fur- 
nifhed him by the priefts of Egypt; and it is to thefe we are in- 
debted for our acquaintance with the celebrated conquerors, SE- 
SOSTRIS, Hercures, and Baccnus.” “ And truly, (inter- 
pofed my friend,) I would willingly part with their acquaintance. 
I am forry we were ever poffeffed of their names, or their ex- 
amples. The love of praife foon put us on contrivances for tranf- 
mitting it to our defcendants; and moft of the ancient monu- 
ments perpetuate the glory of particular great men, but fcarcely 
any are of the national kind I have commended. So that I am 
apt to fancy, they were not fo much ereéted by the veneration of 
contemporaries for exalted merit, as by the perfonal vanity of op- 
preffors.” ‘ I believe (returned I) the national monuments, 
which are your favourites, were never thought of, till mankind 
had wifdom and courage enough to form civil focieties upon prin- 
ciples of liberty. Before that time, whatever credit the fubjects 
acquired, was unjuftly afflumed by the prince. But are you not 
of opinion, however feldom thefe marks of honour fhould be be- 
{towed by the publick on individuals, yet if a ftatue or infcription 
were now and then put up by the refpect of private families to 
their diftinguifhed relations, that fuch memorials might be ufe- 
ful?” “ Could we rely (anfwered he) on the impartiality of 
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friends, and were the voice of dependants as difinterefted as that 
of the publick, [ would agree with you. Otherwife, if thefe eu- 
logies become cheaply proftituted to the purpofes of fervility, and 
in the opinion of every man fhall exceed the merit of the cha- 
racter they celebrate, they will be attended with the moft hurtful 
confequences. ‘The generality, when they find the lives of the 
great not at all correfpondent to the laboured commendations of 
them, will conclude the perfection fet forth there to be unattain- 
able and ideal; for the difference is the fame between the im- 
preflion made by defcriptions of what ought to have been, and 
what has been, as it is between that of precept and example. 
Poetry in its original was fet apart to do honour to the gods and 
heroes; but that degeneracy, which infeéts all human things, has 
{pared not the facred art; and perhaps infcriptions may one day 
be admired for the delicacy and fprightlinefs, not the truth and 
fimplicity, of the encomium.” “ Then, (faid I,) by Jupiter, I 
could curfe the invention of letters, which muft fubmit to con- 
vey fo much flattery to fucceeding times. After all, if no man 
ought to with for pofthumous fame, except the imitation of his 
character might be of real fervice to the world, then it is weak- 
nefs to think of it on our own account. If the vicious hare it 
here in common with the virtuous, and fometimes men of low 
underftanding with men of parts, then he who has qualified him- 
{elf to deferve it, fhould not lament thofe accidents of nature or 
fortune that deprive him of it. In a word, if the opinion of phi- 
lofophers be juft, that there is another {tate of moral defignation, 
we may expect that Minos, Macus, and RHADAMANTHUS, will 
reverie all the falfe judgments that have been paffed in this; and 
while they condemn monarchs and minifters to eternal oblivion, 
will call out, to the obfervation of innumerable beings, many wife 
and good men, who were either unknown or forgotten.” 
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LOE FFE Re €LVil 


CLEANDER ¢#o HYDASPEs. 


REMEMBER to have given thee an account fome time fince, of the pprrER 
CLVIII. 


character of Eur1pP1pEs. It is with pleafure I can acquaint the 
p quaint thee 


now, that, by the means of Socrates, I am admitted into his 
efteem and confidence. He entertained me the other day with a 
play he has written on the fate of OREsTEs, after the murder of 
his mother; which is wrought up with all the interefting circum- 


ftances, which the imagination of the poet, or the paffions of hu- 
man nature, can afford. As foon as the diftrefs is raifed to the 
height, and the expectation of the fpectator with it, ApoLLo de- 
fcends from heaven in the laft feene; and when you look for con- 
fufion, mifery, and bloodfhed, puts an end to it, to the fatisfaction 
of all parties. ‘‘ Nothing (faid I) can be finer or more affecting 
“¢ than this performance; and yet I own myfelf no friend to what 


“ you poets call ‘ the Deity from the machine.’ It is true, here is 
“ 4 difficulty worthy of his prefence; neverthelefs, I am better 
“ pleafed to fee things unravelled by the ordinary operation of {fe- 
“ cond caufes, than by a fudden interpofition. The gods, you know, 
“ may do any thing; and though I can truft them in the hands 
“ of fo judicious a writer as yourfelf, I am in pain whenever they 
“ are introduced on the ftage, left they fhould do a great deal more 
“¢ than their bufinefs. The practice therefore fhould be difcouraged ; 
“ and methinks I am unwilling it fhould have the fandtion of 
“* your example. Could you have managed the ftory before us, as 


“ you have done fome others, the whole would have been of a 
j * piece, 
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piece, and the tragedy would have concluded with as much nature 
as it is conducted.” ‘ If you confider the plot, (anfwered Euri- 
PIDES,) you will find it impoffible to have turned it otherwife. 
And to fpeak my fentiments with freedom, when the play is 
drawing to a clofe, the attention of the audience on the rack, 
unable to divine the confequences, it is an agreeable furprize to 
bring things at once to an happy iffue, and fend them away in 
good temper. Such pieces make a deeper impreffion on the mind, 
than thofe in which you are prepared before-hand for the event. 
I entirely approve what you fay concerning the celeftial ma- 
chinery of the theatre. And we may obferve, they are the fondeft 
of it who fhew in every line a remarkable poverty of invention, 
but value themfelves on a fruitful fancy, becaufe their deities ap- 
pear in all the wantonnefs of miracles. In truth, how can the fre- 
quent recourfe to this machinery be an inftance of genius? It had 
its birth from fimple neceflity, and fhould be ufed only in the laft 
extremity ; yet (like feveral of the arts of life, which were equally 
mean in their original) has been applied to the purpofes of ele- 
gance and ornament. Believe me, I fhould be forry to deferve 
the cenfure.” ‘* Miftake me not (returned I):—To cenfure you 
as a lover of thefe extravagancies, who are the trueft mafter and 
obferver of nature in the drama, would be as ridiculous, as to 
upbraid SocrATEs with the follies of the fophift. You may be 
convinced then, that, if I have common fenfe, I could not mean 
it; and, upon recolletion, I am perfuaded, there is no way of 
finifhing your OREsTEs, but that which you have chofen.” “ I 
was fully poflefled of your meaning, (replied he,) yet am obliged 
to you for your polite manner of explaining it. At the fame time 
I take it as a proof of friendfhip, that you communicate every 
remark which occurs to you at firft reading, even though it be 
crude and inaccurate. I affure you it pleafes me to find, that my 
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tragedy is exempted from the imputation you have juftly thrown LETTER 


CLVUI. 


upon many others. If I do not deceive myfelf, it is of that kind, +———-— 


which alone renders the defcent of a god excufable, (fince I think 
it can in no cafe be commendable,) and may be vindicated, as well 
from the affe€tion of the fpeCtators for the wonderful, as from the 
reafons I have mentioned.” ‘“ I wifh (interrupted I) you would 
forbear appealing to the vicious tafte of the times in your defence, 
efpecially when you are fupported by better arguments.” ‘ You 
may laugh at it, (faid he,) but it is of confiderable weight. A 
dramatick writer, and a popular orator, are nearly in the fame 
circumftances. They muft each of them confult the humour of 
their contemporaries ; or elfe they will never have an hearing ; 
and impartial pofterity muft make allowances.” 


“The affection for the wonderful, (continued I,) prevails 
very ftrongly in the prefent age. And thofe, who are defirous 
to enjoy reputation, while they live, always facrifice the matureft 
refult of their own judgment, in accommodation to the caprice 
of their countrymen. HeEeroporus has interwoven fome of 
the traditional romances of antiquity into his narration from that 
powerful motive. The {chools of the fophifts and philofophers 
abound in allegories. The theatre, inftead of exhibiting to us 
{tories of an eftablifhed date, or undoubted authority, (fuch as 
the banifhment of PiststratTus’s family from Athens,) is al- 
together converfant with the heroes and demi-gods of fable.” 


“ You would gladly (anfwered Evripipss) bring hiftory upon 
the ftage, as it might give a fair opportunity for inforcing the 
principles of liberty, and a love of our country. But in fome 
inftances the nature of tragedy, and in all the temper of the Athe- 
nians forbids it. The nature of tragedy cannot bear it, becaufe 
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there are many incidents, which, though they entertain in the 
relation, are too unanimated and uninforming, or too difagreeable 
and fhocking in the particulars, to compofe a play. As nothing 
can be more {fpirited than a battle in the action, and yet nothing 
colder in the defcription; fo, on-the contrary, many things 
pleafe in the hiftorical defeription, which would difguft in real 
life, or the mimic reprefentation. It is for this reafon, that in 
modelling a piece for the theatre, we are frequently obliged to 
vary the plot of it from the truth, for the better difpofition and 
improvement of it: a licence, which, however it may be indulged 
in fictitious fubjefts, would, I am afraid, be denied in hiftorical. 
The temper of the Athenians would not bear it, becaufe thofe 
facts and characters, which feem beft fuited to the fcenes of a 
tragick writer, are too recent in the memory, and too much en- 
gage the paflions of private families, to be properly introduced 
upon the ftage.” ‘ Suppofe then, (faid I,) you fhould refort to 
Sparta, or even Perfia, for the topicks of tragedy. I prefume 
the Athenians are not divided in their fentiments on the eminent 
men of thofe countries.” In that cafe, (replied he,) it would 


be furmifed, that I paid a difrefpect to the heroes of our own re- 


‘ publick. So that the way to be free from all difficulties, is to 


confine ourfelves to the fabulous anceftors of the colonies, which 


' firft planted Greece. The only poet who ever dared at a per- 


formance of the caft which you recommend, was EscuyLus, the 
bold inventor of the drama. But you muft remember, that what 
he wrote, had nothing to do with individuals *. It contained 
no flattery to THEMISTOCLES or ARISTIDES: it entered into no 
encomium on their valour and condué: it took no notice of their 
laying afide all private refentments, to unite in the caufe of their 


* See the Peyfans, a play of AiscuyLus, written feven years after the defeat of 


XERXEs’s forces at Mycale. 


** country, 
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“ country, (the moft inftructive leffon of that important war,) but ee ee 
was a general compliment to the Grecians. Nay, to avoid the ———~4 
odium, which perfonal commendations would draw upon the 
writer, and to keep off that envy which would have fallen on the 
objects of them, he laid the fcene as far as he could from Athens, 
in the very palace of XERxEs. Should I, for inftance, accept 
the fubject you propofe, different parties in the ftate would take 


alarm ; the one proteGting, the other reviling me; and while I 


66 


may have all men applaud, it would be prepofterous to aim at the 
praifes of a few. You will grant, Pisisrratus muft be drawn 
extremely amiable, or extremely odious; for in the mixed ftate 
his character would be unaffe€ting and dull. Were I to fet him in 
the former light, I fhould be thought fecretly affeted to flavery, 
a teacher of dangerous principles; and though it were the betft 
performance I had produced, the very turn of the thing would 
condemn it. Were I to place him in the latter point of view, it 


would flatter the prejudices of the people, but contradi@ my own 
{entiments, and the fentiments of men of fenfe, and do an in- 
juftice to the man. For he was a lover of lenity, letters, and po- 
litenefs ; nor was Athens happier at any time, than under his go- 
vernment. Should I defcend nearer to our own days, and, agree- 
ably to the fcheme you offer, found a tragedy on fome remarkable 
action of THEMISTOCLES, Cr1MON, or PERICLES, think you not 
it would be to wage war with the ill-nature of enemies, and the 
partiality of friends?” ‘ You amaze me (returned I); it feems 
frequent enough with you poets, to ufe fentimens and expreffions 
alluding to the circumftances and perfons of the prefent times 
without feruple. Then why are you fo careful not to give offence 


“ in the plot of a play, as that it muft be far-fetched from anti- 


© guity?” “© I can tell you, (faid Euripipes,) thofe allufions 
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you fpeak of are as much as the people will either approve or 
forgive. But if we were once to ftrike out of the province 
of fable, and bring the ftories of the time upon the ftage, the 
rulers of the aflembly would grow jealous, and imagine we 
aimed at transferring the feat of bufinefs and advice from the 
forum to the theatre. Even the comick poets, the privileged 
fatirifts of the ftate, are often not fo grofs as to fpeak plainly, but 
intimate their fcurrility by uncouth and extravagant allegories.” 
Would not the Athenians (replied I) be pleafed to fee the great 
geniufes the commonwealth has brought forth, exhibited in their 
publick entertainments, as it muft refieé&t an honour on them- 
felves?” TI think it appears, (faid he,) from the obfervations 
already made, that they would, on fuch occafions, be greatly di- 
vided in their fentiments. Befides, the fubje€ts we chufe are not 
deficient in this particular; for they are generally taken from the 
lives of the founders of our cities, and in reciting the misfortunes 
or profperity of their families, we may be confidered as doing 
creait to their defcendants. Such tragedies are free from the ex- 
ceptions, to which thofe you with for are expofed, and give equal 
{cope to the invention and ceconomy of the poet.” “ I only with 
(rejoined I) to fee fable banifhed from the theatre.” “ I agree 
with you ({faid he); but there is no running counter to the tafte 
and opinion of the age. The tragick writings, however, are not to 
be reproached with wildnefs. ‘They are like the fidions of which 
they treat, a mixture of falfehood and truth, of abfurdity and 
credibility. For I muft be fo candid as to confefs, though our 
audiences are fond of fables, yet they love to have the natural 
graces of converfation enter into the dialogues even of fabulous 
characters ; to fee the real paffions, and probable incidents of hu- 
man life, wrought upon the ground-work of the marvellous.” 


EURIPIDES'S 
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EuRIpPIDEs’s defence of the Greek theatre, noble Satrap, was sear 


amufing, but not attended with all the conviétion which I wanted. ————~ 
Let it be allowed, that, fuch is the conftitution of Athens, it would 
add to the diforders of its citizens, if their beft hiftorical fubjects, 
which are contained within the late flourifhing period of their affairs, 
Were introduced on the ftage: but it can never be admitted, that 
thefe afford not more room for the fkill, and lefs exalt the {pirit of 
the writer, than the unnatural relations of mythologifts. No, Hy- 
DASPEs, the inimitable Cyrus, whom hiftory and Perfia boaft, is 
far beyond the THEsEUs and Hercu tes of fable. Perfuaded as 
thou art of this truth, refine on the model of the Greeks, and build 
a theatre within the walls of Sufa. With a view to encourage the 
project, I have drawn up a rough fketch of the plot for a tragedy, 
in the manner of SOPHOCLES and EuRIpipEs, founded on the 


{tory of Croesus, and the taking of Sardis. If thou approvetft it, 
thou mayeft put it into the hands of Turamis the Mage, who is a 
good poet, and well verfed in their writings. In the mean time, 
fuffer me to congratulate thee on the honour which will accrue to 
thyfelf, by raifing the great characters of thy country from the tomb 


of time; and on the afcendant thou wilt gain over thy mafter, by 
infinuating thofe leffons of policy and virtue in the prefence of his 
court and people, which MEGAByzus fuggefted with equal art and 
fincerity in the clofet, or the council-chamber. 


CYRUS 
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CYRUS in SARDIS. 


Aan ofl oli 


The chorus is compofed of Sardians. The fcene lies in CROESUs’s 
palace. Before day-break. 


The queen appears on the ftage, exprefling her anxiety for her 
lord, who went out in the middle of the night on an alarm from 
the Perfian camp. She prays, that the good fortune, which accom- 
panied Cyrus in the day of TuymMBREA, when he totally defeated 
the Lydian army, may fail him before Sardis. A meflenger enters ; 
relates the taking of the city, CroxEsus’s danger, his efcape, the vio- 
lent effort that caufed his dumb fon to fpeak. The queen recolle&s 
the oracle, which declared, that the young prince fhould never be 
cured of that natural defect, till the day of his father’s misfortunes ; 
is in defpair; the chorus comforts her, and concludes with reciting 
the change of Crozsus’s fortune, defcribes his extenfive power and 
riches, the confidence repofed in him by the kings confederated 
againft Cyrus, and the fteps which led to his ruin. 


AX Coal: 


Croesus retired into his palace, comes in difordered with the 
different paffions of fear, indignation, and forrow; calls to mind 
feveral prodigies; doubts, whether he fhall yield to the conqueror, 
or, like SARDANAPALUS, take a refolution to deftroy himfelf. His 
queen exhorts him to the former. After fome difcourfe, he forbids 
her to interpofe her advice. She withdraws. CROEsus accufes the 

deceit- 
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deceitfulnefs of APOLLO, who feduced him, by ambiguous anfwers, 
to crofs the river Halys. The chorus counfels him to fubmit. They 
difpute of refignation to the gods. The king eagerly inquires after 
the embafladors, whom he had fent with iron fetters to the oracle a 
in token of the return made him for his religious donations. The 
chorus reproaches him with temerity; afks him what purpofe this 
deputation could ferve. He anfwers, to require an explicit inter- 
pretation of the prophecies tranfmitted to him, and to upbraid 
APOLLO with ingratitude. Goes out to try what may be done for 
the defence of his citadel and palace. The chorus intreats him not 
to flatter himfelf with foolifh hopes, fings of a vain curiofity into 
future events, and laments the plunder of Sardis, with the various 
injuries to which the fate of war expofes its inhabitants. 


AO wood; 


An officer from Cyrus, pafling by the ftation of the chorus, in- 
quires after CRorsus, faying, that he is commanded with a chofen 
band of foldiers to feize his perfon. The chorus prepares refift- 
ance, unwilling to inform him. He ufes threats, and tells them, 
that they are all in the hands of the vitor. After a little altercation, 
they direct him to an apartment in the palace. He goes out, and 
foon returns with CRorsus bound. The king feems fpeechlefs, 
and in the utmoft amazement. The officer acquaints him, he mutt’ 
be offered as a facrifice + to the guardian deities of Perfia. He re- 
covers himfelf; at firft exclaims againft the cruelty of Cyrus, but 
converling a little with the chorus, he is foftened; refle€ts on the 
happy circumitance of not outliving his profperity. The chorus parts 
from him affectionately. He follows the officer. The chorus infi- 


* Vide Heropor. lib, i. + Ibid. 
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nuates, agreeably to an old oracle, that Crorsus fuffers for the ini- 
quity of Gycexs his anceftor; and clofes with a few f{trophes on the 
ufe of adverfity to fubdue the paflions and improve the under- 
ftanding. 


A RCT deal Me 


The queen in confufion is impatient to know the particulars of 
Crorsus’s being taken. ‘The chorus extols his magnanimity of be- 
haviour. She fuggefts a thoufand indignities, which may have been 
offered him, with many turns of paflion. One comes in, and tells 
her at large, what has happened at the pyle on which CRoEsus was 
to have been burnt; mentions the invocation of SoLon, the fudden 
fhower that extinguifhed the flames; informs her, that Cyrus and 
CROESUS are moving to the palace. [This ftory will admit a noble 
defcription.] The queen rejoices at the interpofition of the gods in 
favour of the king; but unable to bear the fight of the conqueror, 
and doubtful whether he may not punifh her hufband in another 
manner, refolves to keep out of the way. The chorus fings a pa- 
negyrick on the wifdom of Soron, and vindicates the juftice of 
Heaven, which always rewards piety, though late. 


Ay Oolad We 


Cyrus appears followed by his chief officers, CRoEsus, and the 
fourteen Lydian youths devoted with him. In entering, he orders 
his attendants to dedicate a tenth of the fpoils to the god; then he 
turns to Crorsus, who kneels. Cyrus blames him for having 
broken his alliance unjuftly, and with hearkening to bad counfellors ; 
but forgives and honours him on account of the miracle, which was 
feemingly wrought for his prefervation. Crozrsus makes no an- 
fwer. In the mean while the embaflador returns from Delphi, who, 


interro- 
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: : ; Aer hE 
interrogated by Cyrus of his errand, repeats the Pythian prieftefs’s 1 F 7 1 & 


interpretation of thofe oracles concerning the mule, and the deftruc- V—~——J 
tion of a mighty empire, by crofling the river Halys. Croesus 
acknowledges the fault to be his, in relying on his own fagacity to 
explain them; declares to Cyrus, that he is now arrived at that 
knowledge, of which he thought himfelf before poffeffed, and from 
whence the God told him he fhould date the period of his happinefs, 
the knowledge of himfelf. Cyrus is warned, from the example of 
Croesus’s fall, to preferve that temper of mind in profperity, which 
is ufually learnt from the reverfe of it; promifes him fafety and pro- 
tection ; and receives him into confidence. 'The chorus concludes 
the whole, with praifing the exploits, the clemency, the character of 
Cyrus, as worthy the empire of the world; and wifhes, that the 
luxury of Afia may not enervate the manners of the Perfians. 


C. 
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SMERDIS fo CLEANDER. From Balch. 


Rao: fpirit of philofophy is free, and recommends the confront- 

ing one opinion with another, that the force of each may 
better be difcerned, and truth emerge from the comparifon. This, 
CLEANDER, can be no offence to friendfhip, fince it is only the ex- 
ercife of reafon. Every man does it in his own breaft, when he 
leaft thinks of it; he, as it were, divides himfelf, propounds and 
rejeGts, argues and confutes; and, though the point remain unde- 
termined, the mind is pleafed with the operation, and wants no per- 
fuafion to be reconciled to itfelf. The tranfition is eafy to the dif- 
putes of friends, which fhould be raifed and laid afide with as little 
appearance of animofity. If a difference of fentiment arife betwixt 
thee and me, arguments may remove, or friendfhip muft tolerate it. 
[ affure thee, thy miftakes have always been fuch, as I not only 
could bear, but almoft thought amiable, becaufe they flowed from 
fome generous principle carried a little too far. . 


Such were thy thoughts concerning oracles and divination, which 
thou perfuadeft thyfelf are mere human frauds, the better to vin- 
dicate the divine condu, and prefcribe narrower bounds to the do- 
minion of AHRIMAN. But it cannot be denied, that certain pre- 
fages have been fulfilled by very diftant events, which lay beyond 
the reach of all human forefight. In anfwer to this thou wilt tell 
me, that innumerable others have never been verified; and that all 
together they are but mere conje¢tures, which, like feed thrown up 

into 
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into the air at random, have the large field of time to fall into, and LETTER 
it is no wonder, if fome few fhould come to maturity. Are we ey 
then to fuppofe, that the Boeotians, who are held in contempt for 
their dulnefs, fhould have been able to carry on fo gainful a de- 
lufion, and counterfeit infpiration fo fuccefsfully? Is it to be ima- 
gined, that men, not thought to abound in common fenfe, fhould 
daily pronounce fuch things, as not only pafs upon private men, but 
princes and ftates, as dilated by the God of wifdom and eloquence? 
Yes; thou art convinced this muft be the truth; for OROMASDES 
will not permit AHRIMAN and his accurfed minifters, by ambiguous 
anfwers, to lead men into error. If thou fayeft fo, becaufe of the 
ill confequences of fuch error, why does he then permit it at all; 
fince thofe are the fame, whether it arife from the impofition of 
men, or the craft of ARiImanrus? But do not men who love 


error deferve to meet with it? Every wicked man is a lover of error ; 
he withes not to fee truth, which reproaches him, but is attentive to 
any foothing falfehood that gives a glofs to his conduét. If then a 


rapacious monarch, or an ambitious ftate, would make unreafonable 
encroachments upon its neighbours, and wants no more than the 
fandtion of an oracle to juftify its attempts; does it not deferve the 
delufion it feeks for, and to be led into ruin (which is commonly 
the event) by fome {pecious prodigy or prefage? ‘This was the very 
cafe of that unfortunate prince of Lydia. When he was brought 
before his conqueror in chains, he apologized for his conduét, in 
that it had been altogether directed by the Delphick oracle. Cyrus 
did not upbraid his royal captive with credulity for fuppofing fuch a 
divining power; but he blamed his confidence in any power, which 


could authorize ambition or avarice, and give countenance to illegal 
invafions ; things oppofed by the ftanding oracles of reafon, which 
ORoOMASDES has fet up in the human mind. 
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I cannot, like thee, doubt the reality of divination, though I 
do not think it of great extent. I know the book of fate is in the 
cuftody of OROMASDEsS; and that time alone is permitted leifurely 
to unfold itto us. Neverthelefs, we cannot be infenfible of the na- 
tural fagacity of evil {pirits, who may colle& many events, which 
depend on the regular operations of nature; asa phyfician can fore- 
tel a difeafe, or death fometimes, by certain fymptoms that are the 
forerunners of them. Thofe demons, therefore, may be allowed to 
forefee many viciflitudes of fortune in ftates, as well as particular per- 
fons ; but when they pretend to reveal thefe things to mortals, they 
do wifely in wrapping them up in words of ambiguous import, becaufe 
they can never be certain of what ftill depends on the will of the Deity. 
And that this is their practice I make no doubt ; for as the mind is no’ 
fooner difpofed to {werve from truth, than it is feconded by the fug- 
geftions of AHRIMAN, we cannot fuppofe he would fail to fupport 
fo extenfive an inftrument of error, as the publick oracles of Greece. 
He infpires a knowledge of fome hidden truths, the better to pro- 
pagate numerous falfehoods, and eftablifh his kingdom among men. 
The end is worthy the ambition of AHRIMAN; the means bear all 
the marks of a fuperior intelligence, which dares contend even with 
the higheft. And would it not be as impious to fay, that thefe ftrong 
delufions flowed altogether from the operations of the human mind, 
as that external evil took its rife from the undepraved laws of nature, 
and the original defign of OROMASDES? 


Thou knoweft, when man was formed, the laft of the divine 
works, the Creator {poke thus to AHRIMAN in difdain: “ Be thou 
** no longer my competitor; I have formed one from the duft of 
** the earth to contend with thee.” Immediately the evil-one called 
together his minifterial {pirits: “‘ Obferve (fays he) this new fyftem, 
** formed from feparable parts, and therefore capable of diffolution ; 

“© mix 
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“mix and confound the elements of it; blend together fuch ma- 
** terials as have antipathy betwixt them; and fearch out the feeds 
“ of corruption. If ye cannot ftop the earth’s fertility, pervert it 
“ to the ruin of its inhabitants.” Inftantly they divide the tafk; 
they pollute the air with unwholefome vapours; they comprefs 
winds within the caverns of the earth, and kindle fubterraneous fires, 
which fhould afterward break through their confinement, to the 
terror and deftruction of whole cities and provinces. They cherifhed 
and gave increafe to the caterpillar and locuft; the bafeft infeéts, and 
the moft hurtful animals, which were intended only to gather the 
refufe, and wafte fertility of the ground, but now make the culti- 
vation of it neceflary, and even rob the hufbandman of his labours. 
Thefe demons proceeded fo far, as to impregnate the vaft body of 
waters with falts, that, inftead of allaying the thirft, they might in- 
creafe it. But here the heavenly {pirits interpofed; they faved the 
fprings and the rivers, and fet themfelves upon all the counterworks 
of benevolence. 


AHRIMAN was thus checked in his career ; but he had a danger- 
ous engine ftill in referve. “ Asumuc, faid he, (who is the moft 
“‘ malignant and infinuating {pirit of his train,) do thou infpire man 
“¢ with error.” This was the moft fatal attack, which only the wife 
and virtuous can fuftain; an evil, from which the benign fpirits of 
heaven cannot forcibly relieve us, without an injury to our nature. 
Hence it rages uncontrouled, and men themfelves become the in- 
ftruments to propagate it, and accomplices with AHRIMAN; but 
above all, thofe are his minifters, his publick votaries, and avowed 
priefts, who attend his fhrines for the fpirit of divination, receive his 
influence in dreams, and vend his delufive oracles. Farewel. 
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Gosryas fo CLEANDER. JL rom Perfepolis. 


LETTER Qy the arrival of CHARicLEs (who hath made extraordinary hafte 


CLX. 
Se ae 


in his journey) with your difpatches, we were freed entirely 
from that uncertainty and expectation, which have given us many 
uneafy moments, fince we firft heard that a negotiation was fet on 
foot at Athens with fuch probability of fuccefs. As the affair has 
ended, we admire the critical jun@ture in which you received your 
inftructions, and much more your abilities and dexterity in the fafe 
and effectual management of fo nice and intricate a bufinefs. The 
fenfe our mafter has of the important fervice you have thereby done 
the empire, is beft fet forth in a royal mandate, which was imme- © 
diately fent to PisuTHNEs, direCting him to aflign the annual re- 
venues of three large villages near Sardis for the perpetual main- 
tenance of CLEANDER the Ephefian, and his heirs, “ in confider- 
“ ation, as well of his extraordinary merits, as of fome remark- 
able fervices he has performed at the hazard of his fafety; the 
“ memory of which (adds the order) will live for ever in the chro- 
 nicles of Perfia.” Even fome, who hitherto have not fhewn 
themfelves your friends, are not deficient in doing you juftice on 
this occafion. What then, my CLEANDER, doft thou think is the 
behaviour of thofe who love and efteem thee, who have protected 
thee from calumny, and anfwered for thy fidelity and refolution to 
the face of thy enemies? Let me appeal to thine own heart, how 
thou canft imagine mine was affected on this event? Iam fure no 


words 


6é 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


words I can ufe, will exprefs half thie fatisfaction I feel on thy own 
and the publick account. 


Before I enter upon any new matter, give me leave to fay a little 
with regard to the apprehenfions you feem to be under, after having 
meddled in fo dangerous an intrigue, and your earneft defire to be 
recalled. As to the firft of thefe points, thou mayeft be extremely 
fecure, that a fecret of this nature is intrufted to very few ears. To 
deal plainly with thee, only two of the king’s minifters befides 
myfelf are acquainted with it; and care is taken, that the corre- 
fpondence relating to this bufinefs fhall not be regiftered in the ar- 
chives, till a proper feries of years be clapfed, when pofterity may 
benefit by the example, and the perfons of thofe concerned be re- 
moved from the reach of danger. Nor can I think that CLEon, 
however defigning and treacherous he may naturally be, will lofe 
the advantages he has reafon to expect from the king’s friendthip, 
in order to facrifice thee at any time to the refentment of the Athe- 
nians; particularly if thou art careful in managing his capricious 
humour, and foothing his vanity. As to the fecond point, the king 
directed me to tell you, that your experience in the affairs of Greece 
is fo neceffary for his fervice at this jun@ture, that he cannot think 
of your return home; but that he will, however, endeavour to ren- 
der your employment as fecure as poflible, by fending you a private 
commiffion, fealed with his own fignet, to be his agent at Athens, 
to which, he believes, that ftate will, in cafe of any accident, pay 
fome refpe&. For my own part, I am perfuaded thy zeal for thy 
mafter’s fuccefs, and thy fubmiffion to his pleafure, will not permit 
thee to repine at a delay, which thy love for retirement may, per- 
haps, think likely to prove a long one. One thing I can affure thee, 
that fince thou art fo much bent upon a private life, I will endeavour 
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L BER. to put an end to thy minifterial capacity, the moment Iam convinced 
i———J it will be no detriment to the publick. 


The commuiffioners of the marine have, at laft, fettled a projec 


of a commercial treaty with PyrHon, who has fent it by an exprefs 
to Athens for the ratification of the aflembly. I enclofe a copy of it 
for thy private ufe. Thou wilt obferve, that the fum ftipulated for 
reparation of damages is not a large one; but it is a fufficient ac- 
knowledgment on the part of the republick, that many of their cap- 


tures were unwarrantable, and is as much as we could, in reafon, 


infift upon ; for it will always be found impoffible, in complaints of 


this nature, when two ftates negotiate on equal terms, to fatisfy the 


pretenfions of particular perfons, which are ufually eftimated at an 
extravagant rate, without giving up points of a more national con- 
cern. I believe the claufes, which relate to the confirming and 
fettling the privileges, and regulating the behaviour of the Athenian 
traders in our ports, and the Phoenician and Egyptian merchants in 
theirs, will meet with general approbation, as being equally bene- 


ficial and fair for all parties. But there is one article, which may 
prove of a more difficult digeftion, as it interferes with the private 
gains of their fea-captains, and muft therefore be ftrenuoufly main- 
tained by us; and the king has declared to PyTHoN, that the reject- 
ing or altering of it will overturn the whole affair. 


The purport of the article to which I allude is, that the Athe- 
nian gallies fhall not vifit our trading veffels, within any greater 


diftance than two leagues of an enemy’s port; and then the com- 
manding officer fhall call for and examine the mafter’s bill of lading 
and pafs from the prefect of the marine, to which he .thall give en- 
tire credit ; and in cafe he finds any prohibited commodities, as arms 


and 
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and ammunition, on board, they alone fhall be confifcated, and the 
fhip fuffered to proceed on its voyage without farther arreft or mo- 
leftation. | 


This regulation goes to the root of fo many evils and abufes, and 
is fo agreeable to natural juftice, and the law of nations, that I am 
perfuaded you need no arguments I can furnifh you with, to defend 
it againft any objections which CLEON can make to it. You muft 
exert all your influence, and all the weight of the king’s authority, 
to procure his intereft and concurrence towards obtaining the ratifi- 
cation of an article, which is looked upon here as the bafis and 
ground-work of the whole, 


I will add nothing farther on this head, than that if overtures 
fhould be thrown out of mixing any matters in this treaty, but fuch 
as have been already brought into difpute, you muft put an abfolute 
negative upon them, and fay, that a propofal of that nature would 
be very ill refented here. 


I am not at all furprized, that the news of our treating with the 
Spartan embafladors gave an alarm at Athens. By this time it will 
be over; but I think CLEON very ill-grounded, in reprefenting it as 
a breach of faith in us to treat with their enemies, when he knows 
what difficulties would have attended a clofer alliance with Athens, 
and how much the king has reafon to refent feveral proceedings of 
his ‘countrymen. Upon the whole, I think with you, that his 
warmth was rather affected than real ; and that he is too ftrongly at- 
tached to his own intereft, to part in hafte with the prote@tion and 
fupport which it is in the king’s power to afford him in any reverfe 
of fortune. Upon his return from his expedition, you may acquaint 
him, that the conferences with the Lacedemonians are entirely 
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clofed; that it would have been want of common refpec&t towards 
the Spartan republick, not to have given a fair hearing, at leaft, to 
what their embafladors had. to lay before us; but that their offers 
were fo unreafonable, that the king could not be perfuaded to 
unite his arms .againft a fate, for which (however ill-advifed to- 
wards him their conduc had lately been) he ftill preferves a great 
fhare of efteem and confidence. You may add, that it will now be 
his own fault, if he does not fhew by his adtions, that he is fincere 
in his wifhes to effet a nearer connexion with Perfia. And for his 
farther encouragement to labour in fo good a work, you may aflure 
him, that there is at prefent nothing in agitation to their prejudice 
with the Lacedemonians, or any other of their enemies. In fhort, 
the whole drift of your difcourfe muft be, to engage him to enter 
into a debate with you on fome particular propofals for a treaty, 


~ which, if you can fettle between yourfelves, may afterwards be 


moved in the fenate, as a proper ground-work for a negotiation at 
Sufa the enfuing winter. But you muft always infift upon the re- 
peal of the two articles in Cimon’s peace (fo often mentioned) as 
a condition, without which the king will hearken to nothing. With 
regard to the proportion of fuccours on both fides, you mutt fol- 
low, as nearly as may be, the project delivered in by the king’s 
commiffioners to the Spartan embafladors, a copy of which was con- 
tained in my laft difpatch. One caution it is neceflary you fhould 
be apprifed of, which is, that in your tranfations with CLEON you 
are to prefs the bringing of thefe propofitions to fome maturity, 
with more or lefs eagernefs, according to the advices you fhall re- 
ceive from ARTAPHERNES of his fuccefs at Sparta; for the king 
ftill perfifts in his intentions to declare in favour of that republick, as 
the lefs dangerous rival to Perfia, if terms, in any degree advan- 
tageous, can be obtained. That Satrap will, in a few days, fet for- 
ward on his embafly ; he intends to crofs the Hellefpont at Abydus, 

and 
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and from thence purfue his journey through Thrace, Macedon, 
Theflaly, and Boeotia, into Peloponnefus. I have enclofed the letter 
from the king to the Lacedemonians, of which he is the bearer; 
and from thence you may judge the tendency of his inftruétions. 
Whenever he informs you that he finds no difpofition in the Lace- 
dzmonians to comply with his offers, the king gives you leave in 
that extremity, and not elfe, to inform CLEON of a defign greatly 
prejudicial to the interefts of Athens, which is now forming amongtt 
the chiefs of the allies; no lefs a one, than to deprive them of their 
colonies in Thrace. We are very well affured, that meafures are 
now concerting under-hand to march a body of forces into ‘that 
country next fpring, under the command of BRAstpas. A pri- 
vate agent from Sparta is actually at the court of Macedon, endea- 
vouring to detach PerpiccAs from his alliance with the Athe- 
nians, to which that prince is not very averfe, as he perceives their 
garrifons in Thrace are at prefent in a weak condition. A party 
is likewife ready at Amphipolis to throw off the Athenian govern- 
ment, as foon as they fee an army in the field ready to fupport them 
in the attempt. The difcovery of thefe important circumftances, 
accompanied in the king’s name with an offer of affiftance, when- 
ever the Athenians are attacked in thofe quarters. muft convince 
them (or nothing can) that it is in the king’s power, as well by his 
intelligence, as his ftrength, to prove a very valuable ally to them, if 
they will but contribute towards fixing him in their interefts. 


As the king is very fenfible, that whatever outward turn things 
take between him and the republick of Athens, it will be highly im- 
portant to have a fecret friend in their councils ; he refers it entirely 
to your prudence to offer CLEON from him an annual gratification, 
in fuch a proportion, as fhall make him entirely ours; and he will 
faithfully perform any terms you fhall engage for. 


Pe I have 
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I have now, CLEANDER, traced out the chief outlines of your 
conduat, both as it particularly relates to Athens, and as it is con- 
nected with ARTAPHERNES’s negotiation at Sparta. Moft of the 
finifhing ftrokes muft be left to your joint judgments in the fcene of 
aGtion. The king thinks he may fecurely truft the moft efflential 
interefls of his crown and empire in the hands of two minifters, 
whofe abilities, diligence, and fidelity he has fo often experienced. 


Farewel. 
Ps 


ARTAXERXES fo the King, Senate, and People of the Lacedemonians. 


ie has been our conftant endeavour, during the whole courfe of 

our reign, not only to adhere fteadily to the alliances, in which 
we engage ourfelves with foreign powers, but to ftrengthen thofe 
bands of amity by clofer ties with thofe, who at any time -exprefs 
their good difpofitions towards our perfon and empire. Much 
more do we think ourfelves indifpenfably obliged to prote&t our 
weak allies from the encroachments of afpiring neighbours, and to 
make ufe of that power wherewith OromaspDEs hath bleffed -us, 
not wrongfully to feize and lay wafte the dominions of other princes, 
but, as far as in us lies, to reprefs the injurious, and relieve the. dif- 
trefled. Upon thefe principles we have conftantly afforded an ho- 
{pitable reception to the different minifters you have fent to our court, 
and given a full and impartial hearing to the complaints which they 
have communicated to us in your name, and in that of your allies, 
of the ufurpations and arbitrary praceedings of the Athenians, the 
neceflity you thought yourfelves under to declare war againft them, 
and your defire, that we fhould affift you in reftoring the balance of 
power in Greece, and fecuring the independency of every ftate. 
But we take this opportunity of remonftrating to you, that we have 


found 
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found thefe accounts fo varying and fo different from the relations ee 
given of the fame facts by the Athenians, that it has been impofiible —-~—_ 
for us to determine on which fide the truth and equity of the caufe 
lay ; and we truft no confideration whatever fhall engage us to draw 
the fword, ‘but on juft and reafonable grounds. Your embafladors, 
befides, have not agreed on the conceffions they were at liberty to 
grant us, though the queftion concerned indifputable rights, derived 
to us from the foundation of our monarchy, which were by violence 
extorted from us, and to which, by the blefling of ORoMAspEs, 
whilft we poffefs one foot of this extended empire, we are deter- 
mined to preferve our claim. For thefe and other motives we have, 
by the advice of our feven counfellors, difpatched.to you the fatrap 
ARTAPHERNES, one of that number, to receive any propofals anc 
accounts you fhall think fit to lay before us, to acquaint you in return 


with our intentions, and to bring back to us your determinate and 
final refolution. He has been employed in the weightieft matters of 
{tate by our royal father and ourfelves; and both by his birth, ca- 
pacity, and fervices, is entitled to the moft honourable reception you 
can beftow. And we affure you, that whatever marks of regard you 
fhall exprefs on his account, fhall be confidered as the ftrongeft 
proofs you can give of your refpe€t towards us, and of your af- 
fection to the general welfare of our empire. 


The firft of the moon Churdad. P. 
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CRATIPPUS fo CLEANDER. 


q Rus: is no prejudice more frequent, CLEANDER, nor at the 

fame time more unjuft or ungenerous, than that we are apt to 
conceive againft the characters of thofe who have been active in 
oppofition to us, either on national or on perfonal accounts. The 
moft confummate abilities and integrity, in fuch circumftances, are 
never fecure from the moft virulent reproach; and the partiality 
of mankind, as it often beftows reputation for ridiculous or abfurd 
reafons, fo it denies it for felf-interefted or falfe ones. | Thus preca- 
rious is the good opinion of the world; thus contemptible the 


paffion for it! 


I am led into thefe thoughts by what occurred to me the other 
day, as I was furveying the temple of MinERvA CHALCIZCUS in 
this city. ‘“ Pray, (faid I to my companion,) did not ARIsTo- 
“© meNneEs, the Meflenian, dedicate a fhield here to the goddefs, with 
«an infcription fignifying it was taken from the Spartan fpoils ?” 
It furprized me a good deal to find him backward in anfwering a 
queftion of meer heedlefs curiofity, which, I declare to thee, car- 
ried no other meaning in it, than the words imported. ‘“ I do not 
“‘ fee any fuch ornament (continued I, with my former inadvert- 
‘“ ence) among the offerings.” ‘‘ No, (cried my grave friend,) 
‘“‘ it would have been a difgrace to Sparta, and an injury to Mr- 
** NERVA, not to have deftroyed the fmalleft memorial of that re- 
“ bel’s vanity.” The epithet of rebel beftowed on one, whofe fa- 

mily 


on = 
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mily had been royal, while Meffenia was a kingdom, and the impu- 
tation of vanity on him, who was an unaffected lover of his country, 
and the humbleft of all great men in his general deportment, made 
fuch an impreflion on me, that I could have been very eloquent in 
his defence, if the place and feafon would have permitted it, or the 
man had been capable of feeling it. At laft I determined in my 
own mind, to appeal from the narrow and opinionated underftand- 
ing of a Lacedemonian, to the enlarged and penetrating judgment 
of CLEANDER. Perhaps you may think, that a fpirit of extreme 
good nature, or furly contradi€tion, has drawn me into an unrea- 
fonable panegyrick ; and if you have heard but little of the hiftory 
of this extraordinary genius, or unfavourably of it, you may ima- 
gine, that while other people unite in admiring TuEsrEus, Cyrus, 
LEONIDAS, or THEMISTOCLES, I would earneftly contend for an 
hero of my own chufing, for a portrait of my own painting. But 
I befeech you to defpife thefe prejudices, at leaft to fufpend them 


for a moment. 


The Meffenians are a people of the beft natural fenfe and courage 

I have ever been acquainted with, and even in flavery give continual 
proofs of their capacity for enjoying liberty, as well as the juftice of 
their claim to it. I have converfed with many of them, who are 
defcended of a noble race, and are fo harafled by the Spartans, as 
to be conftrained to the drudgery of Helots. Under all thefe op- 
preffions-they ftill retain a magnanimity, which may break out one 
day or other to the ruin of this ftate. They refpe& the memory of 
ARISTOMENES as much as their mafters can deteft it, and are care- 
ful to inform their youth in all the circumftances of his life and 
actions, that, when a fair opportunity offers, they may be excited 
to an emulation of him. For this reafon they celebrate his birth- 
day with joy, lamenting, at the fame time, the unhappy iffue of his 
endeavours. 
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endeavours. About forty years after the entire reduction of Mefle- 
nia, (when the inhabitants were annually conftrained to bring half 
the produce of their lands to Sparta, and to attend, without any 
diftinGtion of age or fex, at the funeral of the Lacedemonian kings 
and fenators,) in the thirty-fourth Olympiad, ARisTOMENES fhone 
out to the honour of his country, and of human kind. With every 
good quality, that could engage the attention of his fellows, and 
every improvement, that the ftrength and quicknefs of his parts, 
though little cultivated, could acquire, he raifed a {pirit in the people 
of Meffenia, and, as foon as it was ripe for a revolt, communicated 
his defigns tothe Arcadians. They were old allies of the Meflenians, 
had fent them aids in their former wars againft the Spartans, and 
received the intimation with pleafure. ARisSTOMENES loft no time; 
he put himfelf at the head of fuch troops as he could bring together, 
and, with equal intrepidity and fkill, ftood his ground againft the 
enemy. His little army entitled him their king, but he forbad them 
to give him any name, except that of general. And though it is 
affirmed, that he fhewed amazing inftances of his military genius 
in the firft battle near Der, yet he was fo induftrious in diftinguifh- 
ing the merit of inferior officers, and imputing the victory to them, 
that he at once removed all envy from himfelf, and infpired his fol- 
diers with new vigour. Immediately after this he came to Sparta 
by night, and gave his fhield to MINERVA, praying for the pro- 
fperity of an injured people. The Lacedemonians in the mean 
time confulted the oracle, doubtful of the event, on which both their 
honour and fecurity depended. They were ordered to feek a general 
from Athens. The Athenians commiffioned the blind poet and {chool- 
mafter TyRTAEUS to go to them, in contempt of this requeft, as well 
as in confummation of the oracle. They thought nobody could affift 
them lefs, at a feafon when they never wanted a commander more. 


But the conjeéture of that jealous republick was a miftaken one. 
It 
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It is faid, the eulogies of TyRTAEUs roufed the valour of the Spar- 
tans; and that they were not fo much indebted to the experience 
and conduét of their officers, as to the fire and numbers of his 
poetry. For my own part, I have always looked upon this part of 
the ftory as fabulous; fince the neceflity of the times muft operate 
more ftrongly on the minds of that brave and illiterate people, than 
the raptures of the fineft verfe; and becaufe in fact it appeared, that 
TyRTAEUS neither retarded the progrefs, nor prevented the vic- 
tories of ARISTOMENES. It would be endlefs to recite the diffi- 
culties this great man ftruggled through; the complete triumphs he 
gained ; the feveral ats of perfonal valour he performed ; the turn 
that fortune took at laft in favour of the Spartans; the difperfion of 
many exiled Meflenians into different parts of the world; the co- 
lonies they founded ; and, after all, the tranquillity, with which he 
clofed the evening of his days at Rhodes, in the palace of his fon- 
in-law, DEMAGETUS. 


There are, however, two or three accidents of his life, which de- 
ferve a particular enlargement. During the courfe of the war, he 
frequently made excurfions into Laconia, with {mall bodies of men, 
and one day fell into an ambufh, which might probably have put an 
end to his life, and been fatal to the liberties of his countrymen. 
He had no lefs than half the troops of Lacedamon to encounter, 
which he did with furprifing dexterity and prefence of mind; but 
in the middle of the engagement he was ftunned to the ground by 
a ftone aimed at him from a fling, and fifty of his men were taken 
prifoners with him. The Spartans foon determined what to do with 
them; and accordingly they were all thrown into a deep cave, not 
as honourable enemies, but rebellious traitors. All his companions 
were killed in the fall: he alone efcaped; the guardian deity of 
Meffene protected a life fo important to the interefts of his native 

VOL. II. UU place. 


320 


LETTER 
CLXI. 
(ese attuned! 


—<—<—————— 


pS, G00, Se, G04, G89, S09, S "Cy, FH “Mo D009, B00, Ho, D0, D0 D900 ie” 


a . ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


LETTER place. He lay there three days on the dead heaps of his friends 
CLX1. i 


Ley covered round in his garments, and expected a lingering death with 
his ufual magnanimity. On the third day he was waked out of 
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a gentle fleep by a noife he heard, that caufed him to rife and 


look about him. He faw a fox coming in through a {mall paflage 


to prey upon the carcaffes. When it ftood within his reach, he fud- 
denly caught hold of its tail, and as it offered to bite him, put his 


cloak into its mouth. Then he fuffered the creature to drag him 
through the narrow way, and after fome time finding the light to 
come in, let it go, and got out of the dungeon, to the inconceivable 
joy of the Meflenians. ‘Thou feeft this ftory is rather to the credit 
of his good fortune, than of his virtue; but the next is a memo- 
rable inftance of the laft. 


Some virgins of Caryz were employed in ceremonies of religious 
duty to Diana. ARISTOMENES, with one of his foraging parties, 
took them, becaufe he thought the price of their ranfom would be 


confiderable, as they were of rich and noble families. In their way 


to Andania, where his refidence was, they lay one night in a petty 
village. His comrades, heated with wine and luft, offered great 


rudenefles to them, and attempted to violate their chaftity. The 
confufion this occafioned alarmed him, and he went immediately 


amongft them; but perceiving that neither his arguments nor autho- 
rity had any weight, he drew his fword, ftabbed the moft furious 
with his own hand, marked the reft with infamy, and afferted the 


honour of the women; fo great was the feverity of his manners, 


and fuch were his exalted notions of continence. Nor was the 
lenity of ARISTOMENES inferior to his juftice. After the enemy 
had taken Ira, and were plundering it, (which was a fatal blow to 
the Meffenians,) this unwearied general chofe five hundred men out 
of his army, and determined to attack Sparta itfelf in the night. 

He 
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offered themfelves on the fpot, and the fcheme was agreed to. But ——~ 


the execution of it was deferred till the next day, becaufe the au- 
{pices were not favourable. By that time the king had betrayed it 
to ANAXIMANDER, the Spartan; and while his anfwer was return- 
ing, fome perfons, who fufpeéted the import of the packet, feized 
it in the very hands of the meffenger, and laid it before an aflembly 
of the people. The Arcadians, on a fhort deliberation, refolved to 
ftone their prince, and after executing the fentence with their own 
hands, treated the body in the moft ignominious manner. As they 
were proceeding to this extremity, they intreated the Meflenians to 
afift them. The looks of the whole croud were fixed on ARISTO- 
MENES, in eager expectation of his commands. He faid nothing, 
turned his eyes on the ground, and burft into tears. 


Doft thou think, CLEANDER, if an hiftorian had recorded the 
action of this man, a poet fung his praifes, or the theatre of his glory 
proved nobler and more extended, that fuch virtues had ever been 
confined to the knowledge and admiration of the Meffenians, or the 
envy and detraction of the Spartans? Would not his name have 
been continually ranked in all nations among the firft heroes of an- 
tiquity, and his charaéter placed in competition, unfortunate as he 


was, with the fuccefsful deliverers of mankind? 
C. 
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CLEANDER fo SMERDIS. 


HOU mayeft remember, venerable Mage, that in the account 

which I gave thee of a converfation I had with * SocRATES 
on the banks of the river Iliffus, I exprefled fome regret, that I 
could not then engage him in a deeper difcuffion of one principle, 
which he afferted with an air of the fulleft perfuafion, that of the 
immortality of the foul. I need not tell thee, with what impatience 
I waited for an opportunity to learn his intire fentiments upon a 
fubje& of fuch importance. This fatisfaction I obtained yefterday, 
upon a very folemn occafion ; and his difcourfe has filled my mind 
with fo agreeable a profpeét of futurity, that it would be ungenerous 
to confine within my own breaft the light he has diffufed over a 
doctrine, which it is fo highly the intereft of every good man, as 
well as fo worthy the attributes of the great OROMASDES, fhould 
be true. 


Axiocuus }, a friend of mine, confiderable for his rank in this 
city, but ftill more fo for his integrity and amiable qualities, being 
feized with a very dangerous diftemper, I went to pay him a vifit; 


* See Letter lii. 

+ See the third dialogue of Aiscuines, the Socratick philofopher, publifhed by 
Monfieur Le Cierc, 1711, in 8vo. Purynicus, cited by Puorius, in his Biblio- 
theca, cod. clviiil. tells us, that thefe dialogues, and others which are loft, were 
afcribed by fome to Socrates himfelf. However, it is allowed that A’scHINEs was a 
faithful reporter of that philofopher’s do€trine; whereas Pato, on the other hand, 
indulged his own fancy, and publifhed many things under SocraTEs’s name, which, 
it is certain, he never faid. Vide Aristip. Oration. Platon. p. 367. edit. Canteri. 


and, 
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and, to my great furprize, found his mind as difordered as his body, 
from the apprehenfion of inftant death, which, under the confufion 
of thought occafioned by the feverity of his difeafe, appeared to him 
nothing lefs than the abfolute extintion of his being. In this view, 
even the confcioufnefs of a long courfe of years {pent in the practice 
of the moft diffufive benevolence, could give him no adequate confola- 
tion ;. and the dread of finking into nothing, to which human nature 
has a natural and unconquerable relu@tance, rendered this laft {cene 
of the good man’s life very unfuitable to the ferenity and beauty of 
all the former. 


CriniAs, his fon, moved with this diftrefs, requefted SocRATES 
to vilit his father, and to fhew the advantage of true philofophy in a 
circumftance, which, of all others, moft requires the folid fupports of 
reafon. SocRATES entered foon after I came to Ax1ocuUs, and 
began to difpel his fears of death, as of the final period of our exift- 
ence, with an uncommon force of argument, and energy of ex- 
preffion. “ The powers and perfections of the human foul (faid he) 
“are an invincible demonftration of its divine and immortal nature. 
For it could not have raifed itfelf to fuch an exalted height in ex- 
ecuting the greateft affairs, fo as to defpife the ftrength even of 


ce 
ee 


** brute creatures, though far fuperior to our own, to pafs over feas, 


*¢ build cities, found commonwealths, contemplate the heavens, view 


*¢ the revolutions of the ftars, the courfes of the fun and moon, their 


* rifings and fettings, their eclipfes and immediate reftoration to 


“ their former ftate, the equinoxes and folftices, the fignifications 


“* of the pleiades concerning winter and fummer, the winds and 


“ defcents of fhowers, and the unfeafonable ftorms and whirl- 


“* winds; and to foretel for ever, by certain rules, what fhall happen 


“« in the natural world: thefe things, I fay, the foul could never do, 


“‘ unlefs it were really poflefled of a divine fpirit, by which it can 


a 


“* extend 
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extend its knowledge to fo amazing a degree, and comprehend 
within its view the whole compafs of nature. It is impoffible, 
therefore, that fuch a being, allied co, and refembling the Deity 
itfelf, fhould ceafe to exift, by any change made in the body, or 
even by the total diflolution of it. .No, Ax1ocuus, you will not 
fink into the abyfs of oblivion and non-exiftence, but be raifed to 
a {tate of immortality ; nor will any of your rational delights be 
taken from you, but you will enjoy them more perfe@tly. Your 
pleafures will have no tinéture of this mortal body, but always 
continue pure and unallayed. When you are difengaged from 
this prifon, you will be tranflated to a world, where there is nei- 
ther labour, nor forrow, nor the infirmities and decays of age. 
You will enjoy there a flate of tranquillity and freedom from all 
evil; and be enabled to contemplate nature, and {ftudy philofo- 
phy, not for the fake of the multitude and the publick, but out 


of regard to truth alone, and the fatisfaétion refulting from the 
purfuit of it.” 


Axiocuus, ftruck with the charms of this difcourfe, cried out, 
You have drawn me over, SocRATES, to your opinion. Iam 
now difengaged from my former weaknefs, and am become a new 
man. I am now no longer fearful of death, but ambitious of it, 
and impatient for it.” ‘ I congratulate you, (replied SOCRATES.) 
upon your conviction of this noble principle; a principle of the 
higheft advantage to us through all the circumftances of life, but 
moft eminently fo in the fituation you are in. And now, if you 
have the curiofity to hear a more particular defcription of the other 
ftate, I will give it you, as it was reprefented to me by Gopryas 
the Mage. He told me, that, at the time of XERxes’s expedition 
into Europe, his grandfather, who was of the faine name with 
himfelf, being fent to Delos, in order to fecure that ifland, learned 


** there, 
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there, from certain books of brafs, brought by Opis and EcArErR- 
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Gus from the Hyperboreans, that the foul, after it is freed from 1 -—-~— 


the body, goes into an invifible place beneath the earth, the realm 
of Pruto. The Porch of Life, which leads to the palace of the 
monarch, is fortified with iron bolts and bars, beyond which lie 
the rivers Acheron and Cocytus; and beyond them the Plain of 
Truth, where fit the judges Minos and RHADAMANTHUS. 
Thefe examine every one who comes, what manner of life he has 
led in this mortal ftate; and it is impoflible for him to return a 
falfe anfwer. Whoever therefore has followed the impulfes of his 
good genius in this life, is placed in the feats of the good and 
pious. Here the air is always tempered with the gentle beams of 
their own fun; the feafons produce all their ftores with un- 
bounded profufion. Here the mountains flow with the moft 
limpid ftereams, the meadows fmile with all the variety of beau- 
tiful flowers. Here are fchools of philofophers, theatres of 
poets, and the moft elegant concerts of mufick and dancing. In 
fhort, here are all the blifsful fcenes of immortal happinefs, and 
undifturbed eafe and tranquillity. But, on the other hand, who- 
ever has led a vicious life, is hurried away by the furies through 
Tartarus into Erebus and Chaos. There is the feat of the impious, 
the pitchers of Danaus’s daughters, which are never filled, the 
everlafting thirft of TanTaLus, Tiryus with his bowels ever 
confuming, and Sisypuus rolling up the ftone with endlefs and 
unavailing labour. In a word, here the wicked are tortured with 
all the forms of punifhment to all eternity. This is the account 
which I heard from GosryAs: you, AxIocHUS, may pafs what 
judgment you pleafe upon it. For I only know this from the un- 
erring principles of reafon, that the foul is immortal ; and that the 
good habits which it has contracted in this world, will prove the 


fource of the moft refined happinefs to it in the future. Reft 
“ therefore 


ow 
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LETTER © therefore aflured, my friend, that whether you are placed above 


“ or below, you muft be happy, fince you have lived virtuoufly.” 
“ How, Socrates, fhall I exprefs my gratitude (rejoined, Ax1- 
“ ocHus)? Thou haft more than reftored me to life; thou haft 
** raifed me to immortality. I fhall now wait with pleafure that 
“ crifis, which you have taught me to confider as the birth of a new 
** and nobler ftate of exiftence.” 


Venerable SMERDIS, I returned home full of adoration of the 
fupreme wifdom and goodnefs of OROMASDES; who has endowed 
human nature with powers and faculties capable of perpetual im- 
provement through an infinite duration, while every new objed, 
in the boundlefs fyftem of the univerfe, will prove to it an inex- 
hauftible fund of the moft exquifite fatisfa€tion. Since therefore 
the inftinéts, the defires, and the expectations, interwoven in our 
very frame, and the dictates of the moft cultivated reafon, fhew me, 
that I am neceflarily to exift to eternity ; and fince I feel, that the 
happinefs of every intelligent being in every point of its exiftence 
depends upon the redtitude of its difpofition; I am refolved, from 
this moment, to govern myfelf in a manner fuitable to the import- 
ance of thefe motives. By this means I fhall enjoy all the prefent 
advantages of a right condu€&t; and foften the uneafy circumftances 
to which my peculiar fituation as well as the general condition of 
mankind expofe me, with this aflurance, that virtue ftands upon an 
everlafting bafis, fecure in its own nature, as well as from the im-. 
mediate prote@tion of the all-powerful ORomAspEs. Farewel. 
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CLEANDER fo GosrRyYAS. 


VC brother Hippias has tranfmitted to me from Ephefus thy 

letter containing the king’s inftructions, in return to the dif- 
patches which I fent by Cuaricies. No one, potent lord, can 
entertain a ftronger fenfe of gratitude than myfelf, for that gracious 
acceptance with which my royal mafter hath ever deigned to honour 
the fervices of his faithful fervant. Permit me to fay, that if the 
execution of my orders can claim any merit, it is owing to the for- 
tunate conjunCture of affairs, which infpires, and the mafterly pen 
of GosryAs, which enforces them with fuch ftrength and clearnefs, 
not to the genius or addrefs of CLEANDER. Lay me, I befeech 
thee, at the footftool of ARTAXERXEs, and reprefent, in more re- 
fpectful terms than I am able to invent, what I feel for this laft and 
moft durable inftance of his princely liberality, which is as much 
beyond my merit as beyond my defires. The affurances thou haft 
been pleafed to give me of the entire fecrecy with which this whole 
tranfaction relating to GLEON has been managed, fets me free from 
many apprehenfions I had, perhaps too haftily, given way to, of its 
being difcovered by the penetrating eyes of the agents, whom this 
ftate employs in all quarters. But I muft own, the paffionate and 
capricious humour of CLeon ftill keeps me in perpetual alarms, 
left, if the Perfian miniftry fhould not anfwer his expectations in 
their publick condu@, or feed his avarice with fufficient fupplies, he 
may turn the edge of his refentment againft the perfon who engaged 
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him in meafures which he will then fancy inconvenient, and cut 
him off by a more fummary way than a judicial proceeding. I 
can, however, affure thee, that it is not fo much any danger to my- 
felf, which occafions the uneafinefs of my prefent fituation, as the 
footing I am upon with regard to my former friends, many of 
whom being in the faction oppofite to CLEON; and having formerly 
protected me from his malicious attempts, behave towards me with 
great coolnefs and referve, fince the difcovery they pretend to have 
made, that I am become one of his moft intimate confidents. ‘They 
charge me with nothing lefs than ingratitude, ficklenefs, and throw- 
ing off my old principles ; and impute to bafe and mercenary views, 
the part which my duty to the king obliges me to ad. 


PHILEMON has not for fome time unbofomed himfelf to me with 
that amiable freedom which he ufed; and upon my entering the : 
other day into an expoftulation with him on this fubje@t, he replied, 
that he was not apt to conceive fufpicions lightly againft any, who 
had once fixed themfelves in his good opinion ; but there were fome 
things in my late behaviour, which appeared to him wholly unac- 
countable; and though he would not afcribe them to the motives 
which fome ventured to affign, he muft tell me plainly, whilft thefe 
reafons fubfifted, he could not converfe with me on the fame terms 
as formerly. I endeavoured to juftify myfelf in regard to my late 
familiarity with CLEON, to which I knew PuILEeMmon alluded, by 
faying, that he had firft made overtures of friendfhip, and performed 
feveral good-natured offices, in the way of trade, towards my brother 
and his family at Ephefus. But the fequel of our difcourfe fhewed, 
that expoftulations do not fucceed fo well amongft friends as lovers, 
and I left him with much concern. It has been told me, that fe- 
veral of the moft zealous of his party were very earneft with him 

to 
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to enter a declaration in the Archon’s court, that he no longer looked 
upon himfelf as my patron; but the humane old man rejected that 
motion with warmth. 


Imagine not, potent lord, that I have faid thus much with the moft 
diftant view of declining to obey the king’s orders cgncerning my far- 
ther refidence in this city ; I know my duty too well, to difpute his 
commands one moment; and if he thinks fo infignificant an agent, 
as myfelf, in any degree conducive to his fervice, I lay my head in 
the duft before him, and fubmit without reluétance. But, amidft 
thefe perplexities, thy prote€tion, generous minifter, is my fureft 
fupport. On that alone I do and muft depend, to releafe me from 
an employment, wherein I labour under peculiar difadvantages. 


But it is not fit this perfonal detail fhould any longer interrupt the 
thread of publick tranfactions, which I haften to lay before thee. 


The idle prefages of the adverfe party are now mentioned with 
great contempt, who, from two eclipfes, which happened juft before 
CLEON’s embarkation, ventured to foretel, that the armies of the 
republick would never be fuccefsful, .whilft fo worthlefs and danger- 
ous a citizen was invefted with the chief command of them. That 
favourite fuperftition of turning the regular operations of nature 
into omens of approaching calamities, has gradually loft ground for 
fome years at Athens ; and having been exploded in the fchools of 
philofophers, will foon become an object of ridicule with the multi- 
tude, however tenacious they are apt to be of the prejudices of child- 
hood. When this ill-boding fpirit lately difplayed itfelf, I told 
CLEON, that if he found it made the fame impreffion upon his 
forces, which it did formerly upon thofe of PERICLES, he might 
once in his life be obliged to the example of his predeceffor for a 
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remedy to the evil. An eclipfe of the fun unfortunately fell out, 
as that great general was preparing to fail on an important expe- 
dition: the whole fleet was feized with a pious confternation ; every 
body cried out, that the gods were difpleafed with the management 
of affairs, and fatal might be the confequences of joining battle with 
their enemies, before they had appeafed the offended deities. PE- 
RICLEs obferving that his own pilot fhewed more concern than the reft, 
fent for him upon deck, and before he was aware, blind-folded him 
with his garment, in the prefence of the crew; and then afked the 
fellow, whether he thought that fhort deprivation of fight the token 
of any mifchief to himfelf. The pilot bluntly anfwered, No. “ Why 
“ then, (replied PERIcLEs,) do you imagine that the interpofition of 
“ one cceleftial body before another foretels any misfortune to your 
“ country?” ‘This familiar illuftration was adapted to the capacity 
of the hearers, and, I well remember, produced a marvellous good 


effect. 


When CLEON returned from Sphateria, he entered the harbour 
to the found of flutes and other mufical inftruments ; his thips being 
adorned with trophies, the ftatues of the gods at the fterns crowned 
with garlands, and the foldiers on board drawn up in order of 
battle. In dropping anchor at the mole of the Pyreeus, he made a 
libation to NEPTUNE, in the fight of the whole city, who came out 
to meet him. At his landing, the multitude faluted him with re- 
peated fhouts, whilft accompanied by DEMOSTHENES, and the 
other principal officers, he paffed along through two. ranks of fol- 
diers to the Prytaneum. During the proceffion, the faireft hands 
in Athens were employed in pouring the moft fragrant eflence on 
his hair, and flrewing the way before him with flowers. The pri- 
foners followed in chains two and two. The magiftrates received 
him at the Prytaneum, where they offered up a hecatomb to MARs ; 


and 
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and the ceremonial was concluded by a fumptuous entertainment at Saar 
the charge of the publick, which lafted till late in the night. eit) 


The next morning CLEon harangued the aflembly in very pomp- 
ous terms on their fuccefs, which he extolled beyond the victories 
of Marathon and Platea, “ fince in this (he faid) they had fought 
* again{t the braveft of the Greeks, and depended entirely on their 
** own natural f{trength; whereas in the former actions they con- 
“* tended with pufillanimous and undifciplined troops, and fhared the 
“ glory in common with the reft of their allies.” He then pro- 
pofed the fate of the Spartan captives to their determination. After 
fome debates it was decreed, “ that they fhould remain prifoners till 
“‘ the peace was concluded, and be maintained at the coft of the 

{tate ; but, in cafe the Peloponnefians made another irruption into 
“© Attica, they fhould be put to death.’ 


The anfwer of Mznas, one of thefe captives, is much talked of, 
who being afked infultingly by an Athenian officer, whether their 
companions, who fell in the field of battle, were not the braveft 
amonegit them? anfwered with a Laconick phlegm, “ that an arrow 
“¢ would be a very valuable thing, if it could diftinguifh a gallant 
“ man from a coward;” intimating not only, that there was no 
difference between thofe who were killed, and thofe who furren- 
dered; but that the Athenians had never ventured to attack them 


fword in hand. 


Thou, who art minifter to a prince who can, without depopulat- 
ing his provinces, fpend the lives of thoufands of his fubjets, in 
f{upport of his own dignity, and the honour of his empire, muft be 
furprized to hear what effect the lofs of three hundred citizens has 
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LETTER had at Sparta. Notwithftanding the haughty manner in which their 


CLXIII. 


W———_ laft propofals were received, a herald arrived here lately from thence 


with a letter to the Athenians, earneftly defiring a peace, and of- 
fering fome more towns to obtain it; but a large majority in the 
afllembly carried it for anfwering, that they would not hearken to an 
accommodation, unlefs they might keep Pylus; a condition to which 
nothing but the extremeft neceflity can ever reduce the republick of 


Lacedzmon. 


The credit and power of CLEON receives new luftre from the in- 
effeCtual expedition of Nicras to Corinth. That general landed in 
a bay within a few leagues of the city, near which he had an ob- 
{tinate encounter with a large body of Corinthian forces; and 
though he claims the honour of the day, (the enemy being obliged 
to retire, and BATUus a general officer killed,) yet he thought it 
more advifeable to reimbark his men the following night; and hav- 
ing made fome incurfions near Epidaurus, and built a fort on the 
Ifthmus, is returned hither with his fquadron. If thou defireft fur- 
ther particulars, they are contained in the inclofed paper, which comes, 
from a good hand. 


Our friend is fo elated by his own good fortune, and his rival’s 
difappointment, that he thinks he may be indulged in any thing. 
The following inftance is a {trong fpecimen of his humour, as well 
as of this people’s temper. The other day the aflembly being con- 
vened on fome bufinefs of confequence, waited for his coming two 
or three hours before they began. At laft he entered the forum 
with a chaplet on his head, and told them, that he had fet apart that 
morning to offer a domeftick facrifice, and had invited fome parti- 
cular friends to an entertainment afterwards; and therefore hoped 


they 
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they would put off the bufinefs. The affembly, who are much de- 
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LETTER 


lighted by thefe flights, burft out into a loud laugh, and adjourned —~—— 


to another time. 


The affair of the marine treaty is brought to an happy conclufion. 
When it firft arrived, there was great art and induftry employed by 
the trierarchs and their friends, to excite a general clamour againft 
the article which regulates the vifiting of our merchant fhips; and 
Cieon himfelf feemed difpofed to infift upon the taking off the re- 
. ftraint of two leagues. I difcufled that point with him very tho- 
roughly, and proved beyond contradi@tion, that the true fource of 
all the objections to the treaty arofe from the ftop which it would 
put to the rapine and extortion of their fea-officers, whofe private 
gains ought not to be brought into competition with the general in- 
tereft and fecurity of the trade of the two nations. My reafons were 
fo fuccefsful, that he promifed me to ufe his beft endeavours, that 
all the articles without exception fhould be confirmed; he only 
preffed that another might be added, for the better difcovering and 
punifhing of the authors of counterfeit bills of lading and pafles. 
I thought the propofal perfe&tly reafonable, and aflifted in framing 
an article to that effet, which I hope will meet with my royal maf- 
ter’s approbation. 


CLEON has kept his word, and has really taken very laudable 
pains to remove the prejudices that were raifed againft fome claufes 
of the treaty; which, however, upon the whole, gives great fatif- 


faction to the merchants here *. 
The 


* Tt is much to be lamented, that this treaty of commerce, which would have 
given us farther light into the trade and navigation of thofe potent ftates, Athens and 
Perfia, is only alluded to in the correfpondence, and not preferved entire. I do. not 
find, that Mr. Barseyrac, in his accurate Collection of Ancient Treaties, has given 

us 
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Les agent at ae Perfiin court, was. is in heute to receive the king's 
oath for the obfervance of the conditions, and to require, that the 

Athenian merchants fhould be immediately put in pofleffion of the 

privileges which they are to enjoy by virtue of the treaty. I muft 

do PyTuHON the juftice to fay, that on this occafion fe His acted 

the part of a minifter, who thought it his duty to preferve a good 
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underftanding, and keep matters even between gig {tates ; and I 
fubmit it to your better judgment, whether, for his future encourage- 


ment, you fhould not take notice of his candid oe mpartial dealing 
in an affair, which a malicious and ill-defigning inftrument fies 


have entangled with many difficulties. 


I have conferred with CLEoN upon the other points of my 
inftruGions, and find him very defirous to be inftrumental in 
ftrengthening this ftate by a clofer alliance with Perfia. He told me, 
as foon as I ftarted the point, that the people would never repeal the 
two articles of C1mon’s treaty by exprefs words; but if we could 
agree on fome expedient to anfwer the fame end more indire@ly, 
he would ufe his beft endeavours to make it pafs, though he doubted 
even that would meet with a warm oppofition. I anfwered, it would 
be difficult to ftrike out a medium upon a point, wherein both parties 
thought their reputation and intereft fo nearly concerned; and that 
it behoved the Athenians to confider, whether they would not gain 
fo confiderable an ally as the king at an eafy rate, by giving up to 
him, with a good grace, what he had, at the prefent juncture, in 
his power to feize, without afking their confent. Not to tire thee 


us the leaft hint of it; but if that learned profeffor fhould publifh another edition of 
his valuable performance, I dare fay he will enrich it with the particulars recited 

- in the difpatches of CLuanpER and Gosryas, from whence many curious inferences 
may be drawn. Note by the Tranflator. 
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with a needlefs detail, after turning the fubjec&t over in our thoughts, 
we conceived, that an article to the following purpofe might anfwer 
the king’s intention, and not fhock the delicacy of the aflembly. 
“* By the prefent treaty all ancient jurifdictions, rights, and privi- 
** leges of both the contrating parties fhall be confirmed and fe- 
““ cured.” But I added, “ that as my inftructions directed me to 
** infift upon an exprefs annulling of thofe difhonourable claufes in 
“* Crmon’s peace, I did not think myfelf at liberty to accept this 
“* expedient, as an adequate fatisfaction to the king, or to give any 
“< hopes of its being agreed to in Perfia: I could only tranfmit it to 


“ the minifters, and expect their farther orders on the point.” 


There likewife pafled fome converfation between us on the fuc- 
cours. which the republick would require the king to furnifh, befides 
a fleet of an hundred gaileys. He infifts, that an army be formed 
on the Hellefpont to cover their dominions in Thrace, though I could 
not difcover that he was under any immediate apprehenfion of their 


being attacked. 


He told me at parting, that he intended to communicate the fub- 
ftance of this conference to fome of his friends, who had great 
weight amongft the people; and when it had been more minutely 
and thoroughly confidered, would give me another meeting. . Thou 
mayeft be affured, I fhall prefs this matter no farther, till I hear the 
refult of ARTAPHERNES’s negotiation at Sparta. There will be 
always matter enough in referve to break off upon, whenever it 
fhall be judged expedient. Ciron profefled to me feveral times 
with great warmth, that he fhould think it the greateft honour and 
happinefs of his life to deferye the good opinion of fo generous and 
great a prince as ARTAXERKXES, and to cure that averfion which his 
countrymen had contracted to the very name of a Perfian. At the 
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LETTER fame time he hoped, from the king’s juftice and humanity, that if 


CLXIII. 


Le) ever the malice of his enemies prevailed, which in a commonwealth 


fo given to change was putting no improbable cafe, he might find a 
fafe retreat in his dominions. I hope I did not exceed my inftruc- 
tions by affuring him, that whenever fuch a reverfe of fortune (which 
would be a fatal ftroke to both ftates) did befal him, he might de- 
pend on a reception proportionate to his merit, and to the fervices 
which he had it in his power to perform. 


Since thou art pleafed to rely upon my opinion as to the annual 
gratifications which he will expe& from our court, I am confident the 
fum of fifty Attick talents of gold, regularly paid, will fix him en- 
tirely in our intereft; and it is much to be defired, that his vanity 
may be fo far indulged, as to receive now and then from the king a 
letter in approbation of his condu@, a jewel, or fome fuch perfonal 
mark of favour. 


But let me alfo forewarn thee, potent lord, that though a love of 
money is a predominant paffion with our friend, whofe continual 
expences are much larger than his annual income, or the profits of 
the publick employments, which are conferred upon him, can fup- 
port; a ftrong and unbridled refentment is a no lefs diftinguifhing 
part of his character. And I think him very capable, out of mere 
vexation at being duped, when he thinks himfelf moft fecure of our 
alliance, to take a turn equally violent and oppofite; and to ftrike 
up a fudden peace with Sparta, that he may afterwards have his re- 
venge upon Perfia. For as he finds it his intereft to keep Athens 
engaged in a war, he will not much concern himfelf, whether the 
objects of it be Greeks or Barbarians; and a rupture with the latter 
is a caufe more univerfally approved. 


I queftion 
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I queftion not the vigilance and induftry of ARTAPHERNEs and 
CRraTipPPus to keep the Spartans fteady to their engagements, and 
prevent any exclufive accommodation with Athens from taking effet. 
But thou muft be fenfible, that though a great deal of pains is re- 
quifite to preferve things in an unnatural courfe, (as, to {peak truth, 
a league between one of the moft powerful Grecian ftates and our 
empire may juftly be called,) the flighteft event, the moft unfore- 
feen revolution of affairs, is fufficient to bring them back to their 
natural channel. Upon a careful perufal of thy laft difpatch, I find 
no inftruétions in what manner I fhall behave towards CLEON, in 
cafe an alliance is concluded with Sparta; and yet it will be very 
neceflary to inform me with the utmoft fpeed, in what terms I fhall 
palliate or explain fuch a matter to him, which he will infallibly look 
upon. as a breach of thofe affurances, and of thofe hopes which thou 


haft warranted me to give him. 


I doubt not, noble fcribe, that befides the proper methods of carry- 
ing on a war, in conjundtion with either of the republicks, which 
fhall purchafe our friendfhip by the moft advantageous terms, thou 
muft have confidered of fome fcheme for a general pacification in 
this country, whenever affairs fhall take that turn. And as it muft, 
in all probability, be concluded under the king’s arbitration, give me 
leave to recommend it to him, to infift- upon it as an effential con- 
dition, that all the Grecian ftates fhould he left to the enjoyment of 
their own laws and liberties *. I know there is nothing which the 


* The peace of Antalcidas concluded about thirty years after, under the arbitration 
of ARTAXERKES Mnemon, was formed upon the plan recommended in this letter by 
CLEANDER. Thofe who are acquainted with the Roman ftory, mutt recollect, that 
Q. Fiaminius, after driving the Macedonians out of Greece, purfued the fame policy 
which, by giving the fenate a pretext to interpofe in every difference, how immaterial 
foever, that arofe among fo many independent difunited ftates, foon brought them all 
under the Roman yoke. ‘Thefe two examples, I muft confefs, heighten my opinion 
of our Ephefian’s judgment and fagacity. Note by the Traniflator. 
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two principal commonwealths dread fo much, as to be deprived of 
that authority they now exercife over the lefler ftates, which is in- 
deed neceflary for the union and common fafety of the country. At 
the fame time nothing will carry a more popular found with it, than 
to eftablith an univerfal independency over Greece, nor have more 
the appearance of equity, than that every city, from the greateft to 
the leaft, fhould enjoy an equal portion of liberty. 


Thou art too fagacious, experienced mimifter, not to perceive, that 
this is the fureft method of weakening the general ftrength of Greece, 
and of fowing the feeds of perpetual divifion amongft its inhabitants ; 
for the weakeft muft, upon every occafion, call in the affiftance of 
Perfia, and appeal with eagernefs to the mediation of its prince, who, 
without the leaft expence of blood or treafure, will have the: fatif- 
faction of dictating laws to thofe, who refufed to receive them from 
the moft powerful of his predeceflors, and reign in grandeur and 
tranquillity, fecure from the danger of any confederated invafion of 
their territories. Farewel. 


From Athens, the 19th of the month Boedromion. 
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CRATIPPUS fo CLEANDER. JF yom Sparta. 


HE refolution taken by the fupreme council, to fend one of their 
own number to this city, does great honour to thofe reprefent- 
ations I have lately ventured to lay before them. I faw very clearly, 
that NicANDER, who in truth had alone the fecret of the embafly, 
was not to be treated with. The ridiculous prejudice about Greeks 
and Barbarians entirely occupies his little mind; befides that, he is 
attached to a powerful faction here, who would redeem the prifoners 
of Sphacteria at the price of almoft any peace. My friend Bra- 
sIDAS has put himfelf-at the head of the oppofite party: the mili- 
tary glory which he acquired in the late campaigns, is much height- 
ened by a character of juftice and. humanity, which all agree to 
give him, and which has induced feveral of the Athenian allies to 
open their gates to him, and become the friends of his ftate. Thus 
qualified, he has projected a noble eee for the affront at Pylos, 
and hopes his attempt upon the enemy’s rich fettlements in Thrace 
will more than compenfate the lofs of an handful of Spartan citi- 
zens, In this defign the affiftance of Perfia will be of fingular ufe; 
and if ARTAPHERNES may undertake for a body of troops to be 
ready on the other fide the Hellefpont, it will {mooth the way to 
ever demands he is to make. But it-is not. only from this 
particular circumftance of affairs, that I conceive great hopes of his 
embaffy. - A fatrap of his rank has never been feen in Greece, ex- 
cept at the head of a vaft army, laying wafte her provinces, and en- 
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flaving the inhabitants: and it will flatter the vanity of this haughty 


7 ye 


fmt CG 12 
repuplIcK, 


LETTER 
CLXIV. 
ee) 


SLR A EEE TENET gg ORT TEIN 


352 


LETTER 
CLXIV. 
TS name 


APH EN T AN) Lae RSS. 


republick, that the firft of that quality who pafles into Europe with 
offers of peace, is addreffed hither. By his nearnefs to the king’s 
perfon he will {peak in his name with great authority ; and the con- 
ceffions he fhall make in the courfe of the negotiation, will be at- 
tended to, as not to be difowned or evaded. As I promife myfelf 
fo much from ARTAPHERNES, I am the more impatient for his 
arrival, and not without fome apprehenfion that his journey through 
Thrace may be inconvenient, if not dangerous. At this feafon the 
Athenian commiffioners are travelling about that country to colle& 
the tribute; and I doubt whether the law of nations will prevail 
upon them to let fuch an army of ftrangers, as attend upon the 
{atrap, pafs through their territory toward the enemy. It would 
have been more advifeable to take the rout, I mentioned in my firft 
projeét, from fome port of Caria direétly crofs the Hgean to the Bay 


of Laconia. 


The firft notice the publick had of any expedition being intended, 
was a proclamation addrefled to the Helots, inviting all fuch as had 
ferved in the wars with reputation, to appear before the Ephori, in 
order to their receiving the reward of their bravery, and being again 
enlifted. Great numbers prefented themfelves; and the magiftrates 
chofe out two thoufand of the moft vigorous and alert, whom they 
immediately crowned with garlands, and led in proceflion round the 
temples ; by thefe ceremonies declaring them freemen of Sparta. I 
was upon the plain at the foot of Taygetus the day they were drawn 
out; and ftruck with the warlike appearance of thefe enfranchifed 
flaves, I could not but congratulate the Polemarchs who ftood near 
me, that their city was able to raife thus on a fudden fuch a for- 
midable body of men from a part of the people, which was con- 
demned to the meaner offices of life, and looked upon as nothing 
lefs than a feminary for foldiers. ‘The officers recerved my compli- 
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ment in a more cold and dry manner than J, though fo long ufed to 
their turn of converfation, could expect; but a little time convinced 
me, that I had touched upon a difagreeable point. Thefe troops 
were not to be employed in foreign fervice ; nor was their admiffion 
to the rank of citizens intended as an increafe of ftrength at home. 
They foon began to difappear by degrees, and fome days after not 
one of them was to be feen or heard of any more. All this pafled 
without one remark made upon it; it was a fubject ftudioufly avoided 
in every converfation. My curiofity was therefore but the more ex- 
cited; and at laft I got certain intelligence, that thefe deluded 
wretches had quarters afligned them in the houfes of the principal 
citizens, with the intention that each man might have an opportunity 
of difpatching his guefts in the moft private manner. Thus pe- 
rifhed, without an enemy, in the midft of their own city, a greater 
number of men than has been known to fall in a battle amongft the 
Greeks. What a facrifice to the prejudices and falfe maxims of 
Spartan policy! Abfurd and deteftable policy! which looks upon 
the increafe of inhabitants to be dangerous to the ftate, and treats 
thofe who fupply the firft neceflaries of life, the tillers of the ground, 
as publick enemies. A plague or an inundation would be proper 
inftruments of fuch a government ; and might have fpared the ruling 
members the extenfive act of barbarity which has-now been thought 
expedient. The eftablifhed methods of dealing with the Helots are 
fuch as tend to make them foes to their mafters, and to introduce 
a neceflity of keeping down their numbers and their fpirits. But 
this is ufually brought about by flow degrees; the prefent exigency 
of affairs was judged to call for fomething more fudden and decifive. 
Pylos, a fortrefs fo near this city, feized by the Athenians, has by 
them been delivered over to the Meffenians, always either flaves to 
Sparta, or her deadlieft enemies, who call the Helots countrymen, 
and loudly invite them to fhake off their chains. Such an occafion 
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of liberty and revenge the Ephori fuppofed would not be neglected ; 
they forefaw continual defertion: they feared a general revolt, and 


knew not how to prevent it, but by a maflacre of the moft active 


and daring. 


I proteft, CLEANDER, this cruelty thocks my nature; I am fick 
of the narrow principles whereby this ftate is conducted; I am 
afhamed of my relation, as a Greek, to this felfifh little people. 
Happy are we, my friend, to be adopted into a better country, 
where, fafe in the protection of one common lord, the inhabitants 
of diftant climates are equally encouraged to ferve the publick ; where 
the regifters of honour are open without diftinction to Lydians and 
Medes, to Baétrians and Ionians; where thofe who cover the fields 
with grain, and the mountains with plantations, are efteemed and 
rewarded ; where domeftick affe€tion extends even to flaves, and a 
captive Greek often fhares the friendthip of his lord. Full of fuch 
ideas, how can I look upon thefe butchers of their fervants, their 
hufbandmen, their ufeful fellow-citizens, their valiant fellow-foldiers ? 
Yet fuch is the force of cuftom even in noble minds! Soon after the 
execution I waited upon BrssipAs, who fhewed no marks of con- 
cern nor remorfe, though forty of the unhappy men were committed 
to his care, and perifhed under his inhofpitable roof. Adieu. 
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CLEANDER ¢o HyDASPES. 


WAs at a Sympofium * an evening or two ago, where SocRATES, 

ALCIBIADES, ARISTOPHANES, and feveral other philofophers 
and wits were prefent. When we parted, the comick poet (with 
whom I have been acquainted ever fince the affair of the farcaftical 
Tambicks +) was in fuch good humour, that he invited me to his 
houfe the next day ; and promifed to indulge me in the reading of a 
new comedy, which is to be prefented to the judges at the approach- 
ing feftival. Thou mayeft imagine, Hypasprs, I readily complied 
with him ; partly becaufe I was curious to know what he had upon 
the anvil, and partly becaufe I hoped to be better informed on fome 
points relating to the Greek theatre, by one who has fo great a fhare 


in fupporting its reputation. And in truth I had much entertain- 
ment from my vifit. 


As foon as I entered, he received me with his ufual vivacity, and 
faid, ‘¢ Let us lofe no time in compliments, but proceed to bufinefs.” 
Accordingly, he at once unlocked his cabinet, and drew out many 
rough unfinifhed fketches of plays. He afked my judgment of 


* It is probable, from the beginning of this letter, that the Sympofium of Plato 
(the fubje&t of which is love) took its rife from a real converfation. The interlocutors 
mentioned here are exactly the fame with thofe introduced there. ARIsTOPHANES 
makes avery odd figure in it; and though the philofopher has taken no notice of CLE- 
ANDER, yet he was certainly of the party. The intelligent reader muft be pleafed 
with tracing out the minutiz of antiquity, when they concern fuch Sympofia as thofe 
which Plato has recorded. . 

+ See Letter xci. 
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fome of them, and then fat down to read the performance, which I 
expected with impatience. The title was drawn from the fecond 
order of men in the ftate, who are called ‘Imzeic, and compofe the 
chorus. The turn of it was a virulent fatire upon CLEON and the 
people. The firft perfons who appear, are DEMOSTHENES and 
Nicias, in the habit of flaves. They complain of a fteward, who 
has got into the houfe, cajoles the good old mafter of it, and pre- 
tends to at the tyrant. As a fpecimen of what it contains, I will 
copy one fpeech from it, which is in the mouth of DEMOSTHENES. 
“ Our mafter (fays he) is old, deaf, cholerick, capricious, and an 
“* huge lover of beans *. It is not long fince he took it into his head 
“© to buy a Paphlagonian + into his family, who had been formerly a 
“ currier, a fellow of intrigue, and a noted informer. This currier 
*“¢ finds means to work himfelf into his good graces, by low craft 
“ and infinuation. ‘* Good people of Athens, (fays he,) you have 
* taken a great deal of pains to-day. Eat, drink, and be eafy. Be 
*€ pleafed to receive your oboli. Will you permit me to entertain 
* you with a banquet?’ And the rafcal triumphs in this imper- 
“© tinence. He has won upon his filly mafter, and deprives the reft 
“ of the flaves of whatever is their due. It was my good fortune 
“* to do well at Pylus, but he has taken from me. the credit of the 
* aGion. ‘That plaguy leather thong, which he carries about with 
“ him, keeps us at diftance; he amufes the old fool with oracles ; 
“ tells lies of us, for which we are beaten; then runs about the 
“ houfe, and terrifies the fervants: ‘“ Don’t you fee Hyias? (he 
* cries.) I got that dog whipped. By Jupirer, if you don’t buy 


* Alluding to the way of voting in ufe among the Athenians. 

+-CLEON is called a Paphlagonian, not becaufe he was of that country, but (as 
the commentators fay) becaufe it furnifhed ArisropHANEs with a conceit to exprefs 
his rough and paflionate chara€ter, the Greek word [waQadCw, ferveo] conveying 
that idea. 
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“¢ me off, you fhall be ferved in the fame manner.”’ If we bribe vee 


A ‘sade : ae LXV. 
“‘ him, it is fafe with us. If not, our mafter falls a kicking and cen) 


“ cuffing, and we fuffer for our honefty.” 


The whole play is written in this ftyle, and is a ftrange mixture 
of wit and nonfenfe, of fact and allegory ; for it is a common thing 
with ARISTOPHANES to go out of his allegory, and talk openly of 
what he means by it. As foon as thefe complaints are over, they 
confider of methods to redrefs them. At laft they take a refolution 
to fet up one AGORACRITUS; a fellow of mean extra€tion and em- 
ployment, in oppofition to CLEoN. They meet him as he is going 
to market, and falute him with a farcical refpect: ‘* Be thou the fa- 
** viour of the city, and of us.” The man does not underftand 
them, but they make him a politician again{ft his will. He tells 
them, that he can fcarce read, and has not one qualification for a 
ftatefman. They anfwer, it is no matter for that; he has a great 
deal of impudence, and a noify tongue, which are the proper talents. 
They exhort him not to be afraid of CLeon, for he will not appear 
himfelf; fince no artift in Athens would dare to form a mafk after 


his likenefs. He is promifed the afliftance of the chorus, of the 
fpectators, and of the gods. CLEON comes in, and after much ri- 
diculous difpute between them before Nic1As in this act, and before 
the old man through the reft, where they forge oracles, one againft 
another, and contend which fhall make the beft dinners for him, 
CLEON owns himfelf defeated, and retires. The fcene, to prepare 
the audience for this event, is a parody of that noble one in the 
Oxprpeus of SopHocies, where the king examines Laius’s fhep- 
herd concerning his birth. AGoracritus (by whom, it feems, 
HypersBOLvs, a man rifing in favour with the people, is defigned) 
produces an oracle, in which the qualities of CLzON’s fucceflor are 
delineated. Crown difcerns, by degrees, that his antagonift is the 


VIAL man, 
|| 

i 

} 

aS > io.) Oa, — 1D, = 2 "807 Do, ae Te, Re 


665, D °C, D> "CoD "0 “Stem “Co “Pas 


356 


LETTER 
CLXV. 
Tn ame 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


man, and at laft finks into defpair. ‘The comedy concludes with joy 


on the part of Acoracritus; he releafes two women whom. 


CLEON had imprifoned, and whom he calls the ancient alliances be- 


tween Athens and Lacedzemon. 
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“* T hope, (faid I,) ARIsTOPHANES, that nobody has over-heard 
us; for though you are not afraid to write, or even to publifh 
thefe pieces, yet I am afraid to be privy to them, You may re- 
member how I fuffered two years ago, for being thought to have 
a fhare in the Iambicks. I know you are at open war with 
CLEON; but it is above my genius to encounter with minifters 
of ftate. Ido affure you, that I never heard any thing, which 
gave me fo much pleafure for the fmartnefs, and fo much pain 
for the boldnefs of it.” The poet laughed; ‘“ CLEANDER, (re- 
plied he,) if you were an Athenian, and talked to me in this 
way, I might be tempted to expofe your weaknefs in one of my 
comedies, and the chorus fhould point at you in the pit. But, as 
you are an Ephefian, I forgive the prejudices in which you were 
educated to reverence or fear even bad governors.” ‘ Nay, (re- 
turned I,) there are perfons in the city of the fame fentiments 
with me. Have not you faid, fomewhere in this very play, that 
you could procure no vizor to refemble Cleon?” “ Yes, (faid 
he,) and I can tell you farther, that my two beft actors have refufed 
the part; fo I fhall perform it myfelf.” “ The character (replied 
1) which fhould give moft offence, is that of the old fellow, whom 
you have reprefented to be the tool of the ignorant and deligning. 
CLEON is but one; and the old man is a multitude.” “ It is for 
that reafon (faid ARIsTOPHANES) every body will pretend to be 
pleafed with it. No individual imagines he is aimed at in a fatire 
on the collective body. Each owns its juftnefs, when applied to 


his neighbour, and thinks, in not feeming to be touched with it, 
‘he 
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he actually removes the point of it from himfelf. But CLron LETTER 


CLXV. 


being particularly ridiculed, and of a proud impatient nature, he —-~W— 


will endeavour to gain fome revenge. It makes me happy, that 
I can mortify his vanity in the height of his power.” 


““ We have laughed a great deal, (interrupted I,) ARISTOPHANES ; 
you fhall now permit me to change the fcene from mirth to fober 
inquiry, and from humour to philofophy. When I refle& on 
the origin of dramatick writing, I often wonder at the different 
progrefs of tragedy and comedy. The firft has filed off its rough- 
neffes both of diction and fentiment, and is polifhed into a jut 
reprefentation of human action. The laft is not an artful exhi- 
bition of the real nature of men, but an uncouth aggravation of 
its deformities, and retains much of the licence of THEsPis’s cart. 
It was ufual for the ftrollers, who followed the fortunes of that 
poet, as they pafled through the towns of Greece, to rally the 
foibles, and fatirize the vices of the people. Is that practice for- 
gotten? Far from it. You do the very fame thing at this day 
by encouragement, which was then done by connivance. Nay, 
ridicule has enlarged its province, and takes the range of the ftate, 
as well as of domeftick conduct, and treats the meafures of a na- 
tion with the fame levity wherewith it handles the follies of pri- 
vate men.’ “ Why, (faid ArIsTOPHANES,) if I muft be grave 
with you now, it fhall be to defend my laughing at another time. 
Are you ferious in what you urge ; or do you only contend, after 
the manner of a Sophift, for the exercife of your logick and elo- 
quence? If you are ferious, I intreat you to confider, whether 
it is not the employment of philofophers to ftrip things of their 
falfe colours, and reprefent them in their native ones. You call it 
levity to ridicule the abfurd management of the publick. But if 
the publick deferves it, what fhall prote@ it from the ftrokes of 
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that keen weapon? Addrefs it with flattery, you fpoil its fenfe, 
fufler it to acquiefce in what is wrong, give a fanétion to that 
formality: which forbids the approaches of advice, and do an 
injury to its interefts. Addrefs it with freedom, you improve its 
underftanding, fet it on its guard, teach it to defpife formality, 
and maintain the honour of your country.” “¢ That will bear a 
debate (returned I), Wife men have exprefled a contempt for 
ceremony and external diftinGions, till they have let fools into the 
fecret, and begin to find the want of them for their own fecurity. 
There are fome perfons in fuch ftations, and fome bodies of men of 
{uch importance, that they can do nothing which is trifling in its 
confequences, however frivolous in itfelf. So that, inftead of begin- 
ning the laugh, we fhould affe& a folemn air, when we fpeak of 
their actions: for in all that concerns the publick, even a miftaken 
{eriouf{nefs may be regarded as virtue.” ‘“ But fuppofe (rejoined 
he) that every application of ridicule, either to the faults of the 
publick, or of particulars, is agreeable to the majority of a 
people.” “ And to fpeak out fairly, (faid I,) it is that which I 
do not comprehend. The Athenians excel the eaftern monarchs 
in their encouragement to thefe monitors. It is enough for the 
king of Perfia, that a flave daily reminds him, when he wakes, 
of his mortality; but he hires no flaves to ape the fingularities of 
his manner, and tell him, that he is a tyrant and a fool, Yet 
this is a juft image of what is done in Athens.” “ I -perceive 
(faid ARISTOPHANES) the whole bufinefs of popular government 
is a myftery to you.” “ If (continued I) the people correéted 
their errors when they faw them; if they applied the fcenes of 
ridicule to the purpofes of ferioufnefs; I fhould admire their pa- 
tience of cenfure, and applaud their wifdom. But as the cafe 
now ftands, they perfift in what is wrong, while they laugh at it, 
and laugh at. what is right, while they approve, and fhould prac- 
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“ tife it.” “Is there any thing (replied ArrstToPHANES) fo ex- 
“ traordinary in that conduct? Does not your friend SocRATEs 
“ fneer at the popular religion, and yet conform toit? Does not 
“‘ EURIPIDES contemn the theology of the poets, and yet gravely 
“ ufe it?’ ‘ We fhall never agree (refumed I); but as I cannot 


** underftand what influences the people in this point, fo there is 


** one thing which I cannot underftand in you. It is frequent with 
** you to reproach the tragick poet with impiety ; and your writings 
** condemn a negle& of the worfhip enjoined by the legiflator in 
“¢ feveral citizens, whofe names your actors recite, and whofe per- 
“¢ fons they diftinguith to the audience. At the fame time you do 
“* not {cruple to introduce thofe very deities in the loweft and moft 
“* abfurd lights ; to reprefent them as the fhadowy beings of an alle- 
“* gory; as either the deceivers, or the dupes of mortals.” “ By 
“ HERCULES, (faid he,) you begin to be too folemn for me; but your 
* objection is built on a miftake. Have not you lived long enough 
*¢ in Athens to know, that the Grecians would no more bear a ridi- 
“ cule on the religion of their country from ARISTOPHANES, than 
“ they would bear an attack on moral virtue from your favourite 
‘“ EURIPIDES *? What then is it which procures a toleration for 
“ me? Tl tell you. They know the difference between the fables 
“ of the poets, and the theology of the law-givers. The gods of 
“¢ Homer are vifionary characters; but the gods of SoLon diftri- 
“ bute real bleffings to mankind. The JupirerR of poetry is a 
“ being compounded of the moft depraved paflions which are inci- 
“ dent to our frail nature; but the JupiTER of the ftate is father 
“ and king of gods and men. The former exift 
“ in the debauched and irregular fancy of mythologifts; but the 


«¢ latter was raifed to heaven for his virtues, and remains there the 
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* See Letter xciv. 
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object of univerfal adoration. So that a little attention will in- 
form you, I take freedoms with that fet of deities who are the 
creatures of poetick licence, but pay homage to thofe whofe merit 
is either declared by the laws, or acknowledged by tradition.” 
Should I admit, (returned I,) that there is fome weight in your 
anfwer, yet I am convinced, that many minds are not capable of 
conceiving it. When the vulgar liften to the tales of the prieft, 
do you think they feparate the hidden meaning of what he fays, 
from the grofs wrapper in which he offers it? Can you then 
fancy, that they reafon nicely on the gods of law-givers, and the 
gods of poetry, while they are liftening to a comedy? But though 
you treat the fables of OnpHEUs, Linus, Musmus, Homer, 
with fo little ceremony ; yet you might be more candid, methinks, 
to the verfes of their defcendants,; AEscHyLus, SOPHOCLES, and 
EuRIPIDES, whom you laugh at, to the difcredit of their com- 
pofitions, and the injury of your own.” “ How fo! (cried he.) 
A good parody is a compliment to the poet, becaufe none but the 
beft things are honoured with it; and it is to the purpofe of my 
plays, becaufe it adds to the entertainment which they give.” “I 
maintain both parts of my affertion (faid I). The firft, becaufe 
every {welling expreflion of tragedy, or empty line, is aggravated 
without mercy; the laft, becaufe your dialogue would be more 
proper and natural, and therefore more agreeable, without it. 
Belides, parody has fomething of the mimick, not the poet; of 
buffoon imitation, not original invention. It is for this reafon I 
could wifh to fee comedy on a different footing from the prefent. 
If the tragick writers draw their plot from the marvellous, they 
conduct it in fuch a manner, as to lower it to the probable; but 
if you lay down a plot which is probable, you manage it fo fan- 
taftically, as to heighten it to the marvellous. The {peeches, 
which they infert in the converfations of the drama, conduce to 


*© unravel 
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unravel the main incident ; but you frequently throw in an abfurd 
incident, for the fake of introducing a fpeech. Perfonal refle@tions 
ought likewife to be avoided. Expofe the vice, without infulting 
the vicious. Let the check of confcience reftrain, without exciting 
a general contempt or odium. As the painter formed the idea of 
his Venus from compounding the moft perfe& features of dif- 
ferent beauties ; fo the poet fhould colle& the moral deformities of 
his characters from that variety which the weaknefs of mankind 
affords him: as the bee extracts an uniform and original fweetnefs 
from the borrowed flavours of innumerable plants ; fo the gall of 
{fatire and comedy fhould be drawn from all the vices and follies 
of the times.” “ CLEANDER, (interrupted ARIsTOPHANES,) I 
fhall not contend with you, though I have clearly the better in 
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this controverfy. You remind me of what THucyDIDEs obferved © 


of PERIcLES; ‘‘ Whenever I have thrown him, (faid he,) he has 
the impudence to affert the contrary, and I am almoft infatuated 
enough to believe him.” 


The charge of impudence from the comick poet was fo unex- 


pected and emphatical, that, though it fhould have put him out of 


countenance, it unfettled me; and I haftened away from him 


abruptly. 
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ORSAMES fo CLEANDER. JL rom Taoces. 


HERE is a ceflation, thou knoweft, from all kinds of bufinefs, 

during the great feftival *, which ends the year. Thofe days 
of leifure ARTUS determined to give to a part of his family, 
who are almoft tempted to repine at his conftant and fuccefsful ap- 
plication to his country’s fervice; fo feldom does it permit us to 
enjoy the moft condefcending parent, the moft improving com- 
panion. He now faw Taoces for the firft time, and was wonder- 
fully ftruck with the fituation and the improvements fo adapted to 
it. He fpent whole days among the woods; he entered into the 
defign of every building and plantation ; and would here and there 
propofe the leading down a ftream, or the gaining of a new point 
of view, with the greateft propriety. One evening, as we were 
fitting round him upon the great terrace, that commands the pro- 
{pect of the gulf, and he was obferving to us the frefhnefs of the 
air, the fmoothnefs of the fea, and the tender colours of the fky 
juft after fun-fet; my Parmys, laying her hand gently upon his, 
faid, with that unaffeéted fweetnefs peculiar to her, “ My deareft 
“ father will not imagine I with his pleafure lefs, when I take no- 
“ tice how great it is. But I own myfelf furprifed to find you thus 
“© affedted by thefe beauties of ours; and that the multitude of affairs 
“ with which you are perpetually furrounded, has not extinguifhed 
“ the tafte for thefe airy delights, the amufements of the idle and 


* According to Hype de Relig. Vet. Perf. the. principal feaft of the ancient Per- 
fians was on the laft ten days of the year, in memory of the creation, which they 
{uppofed was then completed. This muft be the feftival here alluded to. 
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the fpeculative.” To what an uncomfortable ftate (replied he) © 
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would you reduce us, that, becaufe thefe natural, thefe unmixed ————~ 


pleafures are rarely indulged to us, we muft be denied even the 
power of feeling them! Believe me, the very different way of 
life I am in, and the fhort intervals it allows me of quiet and re- 
tirement, do but quicken my relifh for them. Not that variety 
is their principal charm: there is fomething in their very nature 
to excite the defires of a good mind; and it muft be a narrow 
and illiberal fpirit, and qualified merely for the forms and drudgery 
of affairs, that can be fo immerfed in bufinefs, as not to look be- 
yond it. We ferve the publick, for it is our duty ; our allegiance 
obliges us, our friends, our families demand it of us. But there 
is a term to all thefe labours, which the greateft men have ever 
been ready to feize. When the vigour of their age has been given 
to their country, and the charge of indolence and felfifhnefs can 
no longer be brought againft them, fuch a retreat, fuch a manner 
of life as your’s at Taoces, has been the end of their wifhes. Your 
CLEANDER (continued he, turning to me) is full of thefe ideas; 
he thinks his political life has been long enough; and in every 
difpatch to his patron Gosryas, fighs after the banks of the Pac- 
tolus, where the king has affigned him the reward of his faithful 
fervices.” ‘ Is he then about leaving Greece?” faid I haftily. 
No, (replied ART#Us,) the prefent conjundure will f{carcely per- 
mit it. But he has behaved fo well in all parts of his employment, 
and his defire of retirement is fo fincere, that I am not for banifh- 
ing him longer than is neceflary, and {hall aflift his petition the 
firft opportunity that offers.” 


Thou wilt believe, dear CLEANDER, that I was highly pleafed to 


hear my father talk thus. Upon fuch occafions, where his good- 


nature and humanity are to be exerted, he ever fpeaks lefs than he 


BAe intends ; 
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LETTER intends; and I cannot but promife myfelf, that thou wilt foon be 


CLXVI. 


LU reftored to the arms of thy friends. Here thou wilt be moft cordially 


welcome. I am impatient to make thee acquainted with every par- 
ticular of my happinefs. For happy I am in my new fituation, to 
the extent of my defires. Not becaufe, as fucceflor to SIsAMNES, 
Tam thus early ranked among the principal fatraps, and command 
in Hyrcania; nor that, when I look round from this lofty: promon- 
tory, my own pofleflions compofe the various landfcape.- “It.is not 
the palaces, the villas, the elegant furniture, the magnificent equi+ 
page, that I would boaft to thee. SisamMNes gave infinitely. more 
than all thefe, when with his dying hand he gave me his daughter. 
Her figure, her air, her voice, all exprefs that graceful eafe and en- 
gaging foftnefs, which run through her whole charaéter. But the 


hhumbleft’fenfe of her own excellencies, and a thynefs of applaufe, 


however deferved, permit her friends alone to know, that to the de 
licate beauties of a female mind fhe adds the {tronger features of a 
manly underftanding ; an apprehenfion inftantly to feize, and a tafte 
exactly to determine, the merit of whatever comes before hen; 4 
firmnefs, yet only tried in the little occurrences of life, but which 
may be equally depended upon in the moft important cafes; a po- 
pular benevolence, which makes all who approach her eafy; anda 
nicety in her friendfhips, which keeps off the forward and undefery- 
ing. Fondly to lean on fuch a bofom) to have fuch a heart entirely 
mine to retire to, can I form a with beyond it? Here, perplexed 
with court-factions, and fatigued-with publick bufinefs, I may de- 
pofit all my cares; think them over again, affifted by the trueft good 
fenfe; or lofe all thought of them in the tendereft endearments. 
And here, in my happier hours, thefe feafons of domeftick life, 
do I find a perpetual fource of delights; a tafte for the fame amufe- 
ments, a {pirit to invent new fcenes of entertainment, and an unaf- 
feted compliance with thofe propofed by others. 


For 
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For we are not in folitude at this place; a felect party of friends LETTER 


CLXVI. 


fhare with us, and improve the pleafures of the place. AZANE W—-y——w 


never leaves us; fhe is of a turn more lively and eager than my 
Parmys, but has a heart amiable as her fifter’s. ‘The daughter of 
the Deftoor * of Sogdiana was educated in this family, and is looked 
upon as a part of it. You know her fufliciently by the Hymn to 
the Night, which Cuaric ies brought you; and your Greek com- 
pliment of the tenth Mufe is, I aflure you, by no means an extra- 
vagant one. Our company of the other fex are the old partners 


of my Baétrian ftudies; and fome of our young nobility, who are ' 


connected with me in the publick fervice, and whofe condud& and 
way of thinking give them ftill a more honourable diftin@ion. Thou 
knoweft, CLEANDER, how I enjoy fuch a fociety as this; PARMys 
and AzANE are no lefs taken with it. But what a wretch fhould I 
have been, had I entered into a family incapable of thefe rational 
entertainments? And when I look round the court, how do I won- 
der at my good fortune? As fafhion has a ftronger influence over 
the fair fex, they are more generally degenerated from the old Per- 
fian feverity than we are. ‘The becoming referve, the houfehold- 
virtues of our mothers, are the fubjects of ridicule; and the wo- 
mens apartments have loft that air of inviolable fanctity, that ufed 
to furround them. An eternal round of trifling pleafures leaves 
no room for improvement or reflection ; weakens the nobler faculties, 
and expofes the mind to any impreffions. Hence ridiculous fears, 
impotent paflions, extravagant defires, and a long train of follies, 


too often ending in vice and infamy. 


At Taoces thou wilt meet with none of this riot and impertinence ; 
all here is calm and natural: the manners of the laft age, fet off by 


* Deftoor, a title of dignity among the Magi. Hype writes it Deftur, and fays 
there was one of them over the priefts of every province. Note by the ‘Tranflator. 
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the elegance of ours. Make hafte then, and join in our converfa- 
tions; they are imperfect without thee. As foon as ever the ftate 
of Grecian politicks can fpare thee, throw thyfelf at the feet of 
ARTAXERXES, difpatch the laft bufinefs before the council of feven, 
and begin thy retirement with us. For think not, we will fuffer the 
improvements thou art projecting at thy Lydian farms, to engrofs 
thee. Here I can promife you an abfolute liberty of enjoying your 
friends, or your own reveries; people, who will receive you cheer- 
fully, not purfue you impertinently ; and a moft attentive audience 


to every circumftance of your negotiations, and the greateft wonders 
of your travels. 


W. 
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CLEANDER fo HARBAHAL of Sidon, admiral of the Perfian gallies. 
From Athens. 


I wo fooner heard that, by the favour of our gracious monarch, 

thou wert promoted to the diftinguifhed rank, which thou now 
holdeft in his fervice, than I determined to congratulate thee in the 
moft affeQiionate manner. 


My private friendfhip and gratitude, for the bravery which thou 
once exerted{t in refcuing me, with thy fingle trireme, out of the 
hands of that terror of the Mediterranean, the pirate SosTRATUS, 
oblige me not to be filent on this occafion. But my zeal for the ho- 
nour and fafety of the empire, and my thorough conviction how 
much thy advancement will contribute towards both, render the fa- 
tisfaction I take in it more meritorious, by heightening it from a fo- 
cial into a publick virtue. Let me firft, like a good fubje&t, applaud 
the wifdom of ARTAXERXES, who, inftead of following the too 
numerous precedents of former reigns, in throwing away fo im- 
portant a poft upon fome upftart favourite, as the price of court- 
fervility and mean arts, or an indolent prince of the blood, ruled by 
men of worfe principles, but more difcernment, than himfelf, has, 
on the contrary, filled it with the ableft and moft active naval officer 


in his dominions. 


It is from thy firmnefs and experience, valiant HArBAHAL, that I 
expect a very confiderable reform in the management of our fleets. 


Thy duty to thy fovereign calls upon thee, not to fuffer his fervice 
to 
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to be neglected in the manner it has hitherto been. Thy parts and 

knowledge will fuggeft the fitteft methods of improvement: and the 
g 885 } ; 

genius of the prefent vigorous adminiftration will enable thee to carry 


them into execution with fpirit and effect. 


I have often been offended at that fevere and inconvenient pra€tice 
which pervails, as well in‘manning our fleets, as in recruiting our 
armies; I mean that of forcing the rude inhabitants of the villages 
to enlift themfelves upon any exigency, and driving them in chains 
on board the fhips, which are thus filled with unfkilful, ufelefs, and 
difcontented failors, ready either for mutiny or flight; whilft the 
provinces are drained of thofe, whofe induftry fhould enrich the foil 
with tillage, and adorn the face of it with plantations. 


Another great and growing evil in our fleets has been a remif{nefs 
of difcipline. I have heard fuch as were well acquainted with the 
tranfactions of that time complain, that, during the long war againft 
the Greeks, many inftances were notorious, where the commanders 
had failed in their duty, had fled before an inferior force, abandoned 
the merchants under their convoy to the enemy, and miffed the moft 
favourable opportunities of ating ; and yet not the leaft punifhment 
enfued, and fcarcely the flight difgrace of a reprimand was inflicted 
upon the offenders. 


[ am afraid the ruft and inaétivity of peace has not much contri- 
buted towards the neceflary work of reformation in thefe particulars. 
I have heard, that many officers have arrived at preferment in the 
gallies, which thou commandeft, whofe names, in times of danger 
and action, would not have been heard of. Let it be thy care to 
anfwer the expectations of the publick, by difcountenancing fuch 
abufes. Supprefs the burdenfome method, in which the numbers 

of 
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of the fhips companies are made up, by ereéting nurferies for fea- hae -s 
men, and inviting them, by rewards and good treatment, from all W—— 
parts of the empire. Reprefent with a decent boldnefs to the mi- 

niftry, when improper advancements are meditated; nor be afraid 

of lofing an intereft in the inner palace, which will be amply repaid 

to thee in the affeCtion of the failors, the efteem of the worthy and 
difinterefted, and the weight thou muft at laft acquire in the councils 

of thy prince. 


Excufe, my gallant friend, the freedom I have taken in offering 
my fentiments, inconfiderable as they are, upon matters which have 
occafionally fallen under my obfervation, and in which thou haft 
been converfant thy whole life. But the example I have before my 
eyes of this republick, which, merely by the ftrength of its naval 
force, has raifed itfelf to fuch an envied height of reputation and 


power, muft frequently turn the attention of a thinking man to fpecu- 
lations of this nature, and may, perhaps, excite thy curiofity to know, 
what remarks my long refidence here has enabled me to make on the 
advantages, which Athens has fecured to herfelf by the extent of her 
commerce, and the protection of her floating bulwarks. 


* The former was, before this war broke out, in fo flourifhing a 
condition, that {carcely a merchant-fhip of any of the neighbouring 


{tates navigated thefe feas, without taking the Pirzeus in her voyage; 
and not only found the readieft and beft vent for her own cargo, but 
replaced it either with the native commodities of the place, oil, 
honey, and corn, or thofe of foreign countries, which are always 
laid up in the well-ftored magazines of its traders. Nor need I 
mention how much, by the univerfal refort of foreigners, the Athe- 


* Many of the obfervations in the following part of this letter are confirmed by 
XENOPHON, in his tra€ts, wept womteias and wept wopav. - 
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LETTER nians have enriched their peculiar dialect above the reft of Greece, 


CLXVII. 


Lj with the choiceft and moft fignificant expreflions, without debafing 


its purity and elegance by the mixture. ‘Their correfpondence with 
Sicily, Cyprus, and the coafts of Afia Minor, has always fupplied 
them with plenty and variety of the beft provifions at no extrava- 
cant rates. A more extraordinary circumftance, which I cannot 
help adding under this head, is, that Athens is the only ftate in 
Greece, or in any other country that I know of, where a general 
opulence enables even the lower kind of people to live with eafe and 
convenience, and that chiefly by the frequency of publick facrifices, 
at which large doles of flefh and bread are diftributed to the poor, 
and the number of. edifices, as baths, gymnafia, &c. erected at the 
publick charge for the ufe of all the citizens. And, notwithftanding 
the unavoidable inconveniences with which commerce, and the be- 
nefits derived from it, muft always be embarraffed, during a ftate of 
hoftility between nation and nation, it may eafily be proved, that 
the Peloponnefian trade and navigation have fuffered in an infinitely 
larger proportion than the Athenian, by the continuance of this 
breach. For fince the action at Pylus, the fleets of the latter are 
mafters of the fea without controul, and not only fuperior to the 
[cattered {quadrons of the enemy, but numerous enough to protect 
their own commerce, and interrupt their rivals; and, what is of 
the higheft confequence, to oblige even neutral powers to carry on 
an almoft exclufive trafick-with this republick, and not to. export 
their naval ftores, or the products of their looms and their mines, 


without its knowledge and confent. 


Another principal and diftinguifhing fuperiority, which the naval 
{trength of the Athenians has afforded them through the whole 
courfe of the war, and which alone has proved fufficient to difcon- 
cert the beft-framed projeéts of their adverfaries, is, that whenever 

2 the 
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the allies have taken the fureft method of diftrefling them, by laying LETTE 
wafte Attica, invefting its metropolis, and obliging the proprietors H—~—— 
of the land to cry out for a peace, an Athenian fleet has never failed 
to prevent the bad confequences of their defigns, by keeping their 
maritime places in perpetual alarm, haraffing the coafts, perhaps 
feizing an important poft, (as they have done this year in Laconia,) 
and obliged the enemies, before their troops had made any progrefs, 
to recal them for their own defence; infomuch that, all circum- 
ftances confidered, though particular perfons have fuffered by cap- 
tures, and the owners of the foil been confiderably impoverifhed, 
the Athenians have been able to fupport their trade, and to obtain 
feveral fignal advantages, particularly one this fummer, which is 
pretty decifive, may be faid to weigh heavieft in the balance of 
Greece ; and unlefs they make the objeét of the war more extenfive 


than they can well take in, or feel the influence of Perfia in the op- 
pofite feale, muft, in all human probability, come out of it with an 
increafe both of reputation and territory. 


I might carry this fpeculation ftill further, and affert, that were 
the feat of the Athenian government and their naval {trength tranf- 
ferred from the continent into a neighbouring ifland, (though of no 
greater extent and fruitfulnefs than Attica,) their power would be 
efteemed twice as confiderable. For not to infift upon the additional 
fecurity againft conqueft and invafion, which would refult from the 
fea’s being their barrier on all fides, it would entirely remove the 
createft danger, to which the republick is expofed in its prefent fitu- 
ation ; for thefe yearly devaftations are the grounds of perpetual ani- 
mofities in one part of the citizens againft the other. The owners 
of the land, and their tenants, (a very ufeful and confiderable part 
of the community,) fee their lands ravaged, their farms laid in ruins, 
and their families deprived of fubfiftence, by the frequent incurfions 
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of the Peloponnefians; whilft the trierarchs and land officers are en- 


L——— riching themfelves with the plunder of the enemy, and from the 


protection afforded to trade, the Pirzeus is crowded with the veffels 
of its opulent merchants, either carrying out the commodities of 
Athens, or bringing back thofe of other countries in return. The 
land-holders being therefore with good reafon weary of the conti- 
nuance of the war, are reproached by the oppofite party with wifh- 
ing well to the arms of Lacedemon. ‘The cafe would be infinitely 
worfe, if the allies were to make themfelves mafters of any con- 
fiderable fortrefs in Attica, which, by an unaccountable mifconduda, 
they have not hitherto attempted. The internal feuds might then 
rife fo high, as to become really dangerous to the ftate; the clamours 
of peace almoft at any rate muft increafe; and whilft foreign affift- 
ance might be fo eafily called in by thofe who diflike the proceed- 
ings of the majority, the occafion would be inviting to fuch as were 
determined to rifk the publick fafety for the fake of gratifying their 


own revenge. 


The conclufion from what I have been faying is evident, that an 
infular fituation would go to the root of this increafing evil, and 
tend to unite the two jarring interefts, which unhappily prevail at 
the prefent juncture within the walls of Athens. What has been 
already advanced, may likewife inculcate another maxim, that with- 
out an extended commerce firft obtained, the revenues of Perfia 
would never raife a fleet able to venture a battle for the empire of 
the fea, though they were all employed in that fingle fervice. It is 
conftant practice, and variety of maritime employment, that pre- 
duces a hardy and numerous breed of failors, of experienced and 
gallant officers. It is trade alone, which can improve naval archi- 
tecture by exercifing the ingenuity of able thipwrights and artificers, 
and keeping them in conftant bufinefs. Without the demands which 

trade 
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trade occafions, the magazines will never be fufficiently furnifhed with Brarnin 
regular fupplies of military ftores, and other naval provifions, to ree ———J 


pair a defeat, or improve a victory. 


From thefe fhort hints, fagacious HARBAHAL, I leave it to thy 
judgment to pronounce, whether the moft powerful and wealthy 
monarch mutt ever think of eftablifhing his dominion on the floods, 
unlefs he firft encourages, for a long courfe of years, the arts of peace, 
navigation, and commerce. If in any future times fome enterprizing 
prince fhould arife, and after his utmoft efforts, flatter himfelf with 
having carried fo prepofterous a {cheme into practice, be aflured his 
imaginary empire over that fickle element will fink on the firft re- 
verfe of fortune, and in its duration refemble the tranfitory infe&t of 
the Hypanis *, which outlives not the day of its nativity. Farewel. 


P. 


* A river in Sarmatia, now called the Bog. 
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LE ne rE the religion of Perfia wanted any other recommendation, than 
ew its agreeablenefs to the genuine and uncorrupted didtates of tea- 
fon ; if it required any comparifon with others, to thew its fupe- 
riority, and fet off its excellence to advantage, I know of none 
that would anfwer the purpofe better than the Athenian. The one 
is a fteady and uniform plan, wherein the notion of one Supreme 
Being, the effential duties that flow from thence, and the fame 
icheme of religious fervice, have been kept pure and unchanged 
through a fucceflion of many ages. The other is always in an un- 
fettled and fluétuating ftate, ever incréafing the catalogue of its 
divinities, and confequently altering the ceremonial of its worthip. 
For the religious inftitutions of Athens have all along been conform- 
able to the cuftoms, and gone through the gradual refinements of 
civil life; and befides her fingular complaifance in adopting the 
gods of all other countries with whom the has any intercourfe, the 


finds frequent occafions of admitting new ones of her own, by a 
folemn aét of the great council, 


Whether their minds here are not enough enlarged to have any 
notion of a Deity, whofe comprehenfive view can take in the whole 
compafs of the creation, and whofe power can regulate all the va- 
rious parts of nature; or whether they think, that the adminiftra- 
tion of fo vaft and extenfive a province muft difquiet the mind, and 
diminifh the happinefs of any being; however this be, they divide 

the 
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the government of the world among a number of tutelary divinities, ee 
each of which exercifes a kind of local jurifdition, and prefides with med 
uncontrouled and independent authority over his own particular 

diftri€t. As each has a peculiar mode of worthip, his proper fet of 

minifters, and diftinguifhing catalogue of rites, their interefts are 

happily kept feparate, and they fubfift without any interfering or 

enmity. Each religious fyftem, circumfcribed, as it were, within 

the orb of its own influence, has no malign afpe€t towards any 

other; but their refpective votaries, fatisfied with the free exercife 

of the fervice which is appointed to be paid to their patron god, en- 

tertain no jealoufies about, nor are inclined to call in USD the 
pretenfions of the reft, 


But however confined and limited in their authority the Athe- 
nians fuppofe thefe prefiding powers to be, they are careful to make 
their religious application to them at ftated times, befides fuch feafons 
as more particularly incline them to apply for their affiftance; for 
they think nothing happens without their cognizance, or can be 
brought to’a happy iffue without their concurrence. Their manner 


of fupplicating is with green boughs of laurel or olive in their hands, 
twifted round with wool, and with garlands on their heads; all 
which particularities have a meaning, but too myftical or refined to 
be entered into. The pofture of the petitioner is different on 
different occafions; but the humility of it is fuited in fome fort 
to the greatnefs of the diftrefs the {upplicant is in, and the dignity 
of the divinity. They fometimes proftrate themfelves on the thre- 
tholds of the temples; fometimes with reverential awe kifs the feet, 
or embrace the knees; or, if they are more fanguine in their ex- 
pectations of afliftance, prefume to touch the chin or cheeks of the 
facred ftatues; on which, as they are vilible reprefentations of their 


deities, 
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LETTER deities, intended to excite or enliven their piety, they are not {paring 


CLXVIL,. 


————J_ in the ornaments they beftow, either as to the nicety of the work- 


manjhip, or coftlinefs of the materials. 


How much better, if any images or outward exhibitions of the 
deity are neceflary in our devotional exercifes; how much more 
fitted to heighten our admiration, as well as inform the underftand- 
ing, are our Mithriack figures? For at the fame time that they 
make a more magnificent difplay of the divine glory, and afford a 
more proper fymbol of his prefence and emblem of his purity, they 
contribute to the improvement of the worfhippers, and ferve to 


imprint on their minds a general knowledge of the planetary fyftem. 


The Athenians are very particular, both in their publick and pri- 
vate offices of devotion, in fpecifying what teftimonies of divine 
power they are defirous of obtaining; and on fome occafions they 
mention fuch of their allies as they wifh may fhare with them in the 
benefits they afk for. But the Spartans are more humble and re- 
ferved in their petitions, modeftly referring alt events to the wife 
and gracious difpofal of their deities, and only requefting in ge- 
neral, what may moft promote their honour, and conduce to their 
happinefs. 


On fome important and interefting occafions, they have publick 
{upplications of many days continuance ; during which, as they are de- 
voted wholly to religious matters, bufinefs of every other kind is fut 
pended, At thefe times the ftatues of the gods, which are fuppofed 
to be informed with fome degree of intelligence, are often placed 
on beds of marble or wood, that they may fhare perfonally in the 
entertainment inftituted to their honour. When they are befet with 
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any imminent danger, they have petitionary hymns, in which they a ae 


celebrate the glory of their tutelary deity, and then invite him to t—y—w 
refide among them. His arrival is ufhered in with great form, and 
as foon as their difficulties are got over, his departure is attended 
with équal folemnity. When they are befieging the cities of their 
neighbours, they have particular forms of evocation to draw over 
the guardian gods of the place to their party. In thefe they pro- 
mife them a moft honourable reception; and unlefs they fucceed in 
this application, they imagine all endeavours by fraud or force will 


be ineffectual. 


Some, who pretend to a nearer intercourfe with the gods, offer 
their petitions in an unknown tongue. Thefe words, they aflirm, 
have a natural meaning, and were the original language of mankind ; 
but their intention is doubtlefs to practife upon the credulous and 
unwary vulgar, who are apt to receive with the more reverence what 
they are not able to underftand. 


When they are feated on the hearth, the place confecrated to the 
houfehold -gods, it is not ufual to make any verbal requefts ; their 
filence, and the fadnefs of their garb, the afhes, and the humility of 
their fituation, being fuppofed to fpeak with more force and energy 
of perfuafion, than any expreflion that could be uttered. In cafes 
of extremity, the petitioners fometimes tear their hair in a frantick 
manner, and offer it to the deity.. This method of fupplication is 
thought more expreflive of their diftrefs, and more likely to move 
compaffion. But a cuftom prevails at Sparta, that I can hardly 
mention without indignation and horror: at one of their celebrated 
feftivals they tear the backs of their youth with whips before an 
altar of DrANnA; and think the blood that is fhed by that fevere 
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en ees operation, acceptable to the goddefs. Their parents are ufually pre- 

enon fent, and encourage their fons to bear this piece of pious difcipline, 
with a refolution worthy of a Laconian education. Is it not, ve~ 
nerable SmMERDIS, bringing down the nature of divine beings too 
much to the human ftandard, to fuppofe them to be prevailed upon 
by the mere earneftnefs and importunity of their votaries? But to 
imagine, that they expect fuch aéts of unnatural rigour, or are 
pleafed with the mifery of their creatures, is furely to aflimilate 
them to tyrants, and pervert the goodnefs and retitude of their 
difpofition to a refemblance with the bafeft of mankind, 
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F all the parts of that compounded and multifarious worfhip, LETTER 


which are here in ufe, facrificing is efteemed to be of the moft 
confequence, and is of courfe attended with the moft folemnity. 
But it feems not now to be confidered, according to its primary in- 
ftitution, as a fuitable expreffion of men’s gratitude, and token of 
their dependance ; but rather as a donation, made exprefsly to con- 
ciliate the favour of the gods, and engage them to be more heartily 
in the intereft of him who beftows it. When fimple cakes and 
water, and the fpontaneous productions of nature, were offered, the 
efficacy of offerings was not fuppofed to confift fo much in the value 
of the thing, as in the warm emotions of a thankful heart. But 
now the more noble and coftly the oblation, the more likely it is 
thought to anfwer the purpofe of ingratiating the donor; and there- 
fore it is not to be wondered at, if thefe religious entertainments 
are often furnifhed out with the utmoft luxury and profufion of 
expence. 

The very altars, on which their facrifices are made, retain no- 
thing of the primeval plainnefs. They were at firft only little 
heaps of earth or turfs, fet apart for the facred ufe, by a {mall liba- 
tion. But the confecrations are now become a matter of great coft 
and oftentation; and they run into the greateft extravagancies of 
fancy in the ftruGure of them, as to the figure in which they are 
made, the materials of which they confift, and the ornaments by 
which they are diftinguifhed. 

Mee’ If 


—- 6 Gs 5 re =r a WG} a OE me = - eae OG) TS a. cs ew) 7 
ra) 66.) ey "665. oo, => Soy. CY) ip, => Po, 195, > eg, = Oe 4 a ms 


CLXIX. 
(cero exttoencad) 


; a ad ee PSone ssp ane, — ore mer wa 9, am ry >, S005 GB": yom 
Hg, Goo, Bg, B00, G00 S03, GF "009, D 209, S009, BD 0b, BD" Po 0g, D0, BD, "0p D900, “8049 D0, oo” 


380 


LETTER 
CLXIX. 
lessee seemed) 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


If any one fhould judge of the ftate of religion at Athens by the 
number of its altars, he could not fail of receiving impreflions very 
much in favour of their piety. For not only the temples, and moun- 
tains, and facred groves, abound with them, but they are to be 
found in every place of concourfe, whether for bufinéfs, amufe- 
ment, or exercife, in the fields and walks, the highways and hip- 
podrome; fo that fome of them are always at hand for the civil 
purpofes of ratifying private alliances or publick treaties; and who- 
ever is in a fit of devotion, or cafe of difficulty, can hardly ever 
want an immediate opportunity of explaining his wants, or exprefl- 
ing his gratitude. 


One circumftance, inviolably obferved in the fituation of them, 
is peculiar enough. Such as are confecrated to the celeftial gods, 
are raifed above the level of the ground; and: fuch as are appro- 
priated to the infernal ones, are funk below it; the number of 
fteps, by which the approach is made to every one, exadtly mark- 
ing out the rank and dignity, which each particular deity holds in 
their ritual. 


They draw near to thefe facred places, as. being in fome fecret 
and inexplicable manner the fuppofed abode of their divinities, with 
the utmoft veneration; and fome remarkable ftrokes of divine re- 
fentment have fallen upon fuch as have been daring enough to omit 
the leaft tittle of this religious obfervance. One was faid to have 
been ftruck with lightning, not long ago, for prefuming to approach 
an altar of JupITER with unwafhed hands. Slaves, perfons of im- 
moral lives, or bafe birth, are entirely excluded from them, except 
in Hercues’s temple at Cynofarges, where fome indulgence is 
fhewn to the laft upon a very reafonable account, becaufe that god 
himfelf lay under no {mall fufpicion of illegitimacy. 

The 
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The matter of their facrifices has always had a near affinity to the ee 
different methods of living, that obtained in different ages; though ————J 
the beft and choiceft of every kind is with great care felected for 
thefe religious ufes. Of both which pradtices a very eafy and 
obvious account may be given; for men have been generally fo 
partial in their own favour, as to imagine, that the gods would be 
beft pleafed with fuch things as give moft pleafure to themfelves ; 
and thofe befides, who are concerned in this a&t of worfhip, have 
always a certain portion of the offering afligned to them, and fhare 
with the gods in the entertainment. For the fame reafon perhaps it 
is, that cups are always to be prefented full, it being efteemed irre- 
verent to allot any thing for the gods, that is not perfect in its kind ; 
though wine was for a long time excluded from their facrificial featts, 
through a conceit, which the multitude had entertained, of its pro- 
fanenefs, on account of the vine’s having fprung from the blood of 
the Titans. At Sparta indeed, where they are lefs nice in what they 
eat, they are lefs {crupulous in what they offer. 


At what time living creatures came to be flain, as proper offerings 
to the gods, is not a fettled point; as it is far from being a fatif- 
fa€tory one, why they were flain at all. But the true caufe and date 


of this ufage, as well as I can learn from converfation, or written 


memorials, feem to be, that they began to be in ufe as facrifices 
foon after they were in efteem as food. The connexion between 
thefe things I have hinted at above. The labouring ox was indeed 
for fome time fpared at Athens; but importunate appetite at laft pre- 
vailed, and the delicacy of his flefh was an overmatch for every con- 
fideration of ufe or gratitude; though a ftrange cuftom, which yet 
prevails here, feems to fhew, that the Athenians are in fome doubt 
as to the lawfulnefs of this pra€tice ; for the perfon who has killed 
the victim immediately retires, and leaves the axe behind him, to be 

proceeded 
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proceeded againft in a judicial way, as being moft concerned in, and 
anfwerable for the guilt of the action. 


The Athenians offer facrifices in return for. benefits received, as 
well as in expectation of receiving them. As to the kind of thefe 
offerings, each deity has his favourite and confecrated animal. ‘Their 
reafons for fuch appropriations are fometimes intelligible; but they 
run generally into infinite fubtilty and refinement. Some regard is 
likewife had to the circumftances of the offerer, and the folemnity 
of the occafion; from the pomp of the hecatomb, ufed commonly 
to diftinguifh the inauguration of kings, ot triumphant return of 
conquerors, to the beggar’s cheap and humble acknowledgment by 
only kiffing his right hand. But I have fometimes {miled at the ex- 
penfive and oftentatious gratitude of one of our Grecian philofo- 
phers, who facrificed a hundred head of cattle to the gods, for the 
extraordinary affiftance he had received in the difcovery of a geome 
trical propofition. 


How much more agreeable to good fenfe and the nature of things 
was the original plainnefs and fimplicity of Athens in her religious 
worfhip, than after all her boafted advances in arts and politenefs ! 
How much more conformable to that religion, over which thou pre- 
fideft with fo great faithfulnefs and dignity! which teaches us, that 
whatever or whenever we eat, we fhould offer up a {mall part of it 
to the Supreme Being, out of a dutiful fenfe of his bounty, and fup- 
plicate his forgivenefs for the liberty we take in applying his crea- 
tures to our own fupport and prefervation. — , 
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SMERDIS ¢o CLEANDER. 


Se Greeks, CLEANDER, are in our armies, and our fleets. 

They traffick in all our provinces, and the court itfelf is not 
free from them. I think I find now and then a Perfian tinGured 
by their converfation. In difcourfe with a friend, who is not the 
ftriGteft obferver of our religion and laws, I was amazed to hear him 
fay, he thought himfelf under obligation to be virtuous, though 
the bleffed OROMASDES had promifed no reward to virtue. I de- 
clare to thee, the fentiment was fo new to me, that I did not know, 
whether to commend the difintereftednefs that appeared in it, or con- 
demn the felf-fufficiency of it, and the negle& it difcovered of the 
bounty of OROMASDES. 


“ The great rule (faid he) of right and wrong is obvious to all ; 
every fociety fuppofes its members acquainted with it, and builds 
“ itslaws thereupon. He who will deny, that actions are diftrnguifh- 
“ able into honeft, brave, generous, and their contraries, abjures 
“ his reafon; the ufe of which is no other than to enable him to 
« diftinguifh things as they are in nature ; and the man who would 
“ ftrip himfelf naked, and bafk in the funfhine for coolnefs, or lie 
“ down upon a pointed rock for eafe, acts as wifely and properly as he 
« who would count it the fame to give an hungry perfon bread or a 
“ ftone; or to infli& ftripes upon the innocent and the guilty. The 
“¢ rule is eafy and undeniable ; to follow it, is to act our proper part ; 


“ to neglect it, is to deny our nature, and the nature of all things: 
66 it 
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it is a rule which OROMASDES has not made for the government 
of our actions, but purfued it in his own. Before creation, he 
comprehended in his view the exact image of all things, though 
not yet in being; matter, with all its variety of forms, relations, 
and effects; animal appetites, and rational powers. In this vaft 
idea of innumerable parts, he perceived fome fit for ends which 
others were not; that infinite ufe and beauty would refult from the 
coalefcence of thefe, and the feparation of thofe. As an ingenious 
artift, in contriving a curious machine, examines and rejects the 
imperfe&t {chemes that occur to him, till he can colle from 
amongft them the true model to work upon. Thus the Almighty 
Artificer fubmitted to work, according to the relations which 
things muft bear one to another; univerfal nature was copied from 
a model in the divine mind, in which we can obferve no blemith, 
becaufe order was there preferred to confufion, and truth to in- 


confiftency. 


“© After creation commenced the moral ceconomy of the Deity, 
which, according to the fame rule of truth, will find an exact 
recompence for the virtuous, and a fuitable vengeance for the 
wicked. But why? is it not becaufe this is treating human 
actions condignly; and the divine wifdom cannot mifapply its 
rewards? The truly wife man then looks upon adtions in the 
fame light with God; he confiders virtue as diftinguifhed in na- 
ture from vice, and thinks it amiable enough to be followed 
for its own fake, and if the Almighty recompence fuch a con- 
duct, he accepts that bounty with thankfulnefs, which was no 
motive to his actions. ‘To follow a reward, and to follow virtue, 
are to him things widely different; the purfuit of this.is ever ho- 


nourable, and founded in reafon; the other is no more than felf- 
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intereft and cunning, the bafeft motives for the guidance of a rea- 
fonable creature.” 


“ My friend, (faidI,) I confefs it is the curfed AHRIMAN alone, the 
author of mifrule, who would confound truth and falfehood, light 
and darknefs; who would make his {way univerfal, by diffolving 
the ties of virtue, which unite all the parts of the kingdom of 
OROMASDES. -He indeed obferves this rule of truth through all 
his works; for his wifdom exhibits it to his view, and approves 
it, and nothing can divert him from acting according to it. But 
furely you would not, without any farther inducements, prefcribe 
the fame rule to man, who would find fuch difficulty inthe ob- 
fervance, anda bias fo frequently to decline from it. And fhould 
we fuppofe, that the virtuous man, at the hazard of all his interefts, 
purfues it throughout ; will not this extraordinary paradox be the 
refult, that the virtuous man excels his Creator; fince he governs 
his actions by the fame common rule, but with greater danger and 
difintereftednefs? A dedu@tion fo clear; and at the fame time fo 


abfurd, is fufficient to convince us, that our arguings are fome- 
where falfe. 


“ To fay the truth, happinefs fo nearly touches every being, that 
it muft be its firft concern. Let that be fecured, (as in the Su- 
preme Being it is beyond all poffibility of change,) and then it 
will be at liberty to obferve the beauty and force of this law; 
which I cannot but approve in its own nature, but fhould be as 
ridiculous to purfue to my own mifery, as a poor man to fquan- 
der away, out of an affected generofity, the fmall means neceflary 
for his own preferyation. Difintereftednefs is madnefs in a crea- 
ture, who has conftant intimations of his mifery and weaknefs ; 
and, unlefs felf-prefervation could be reconciled with the rule of 
VOL. Ii. 2D ss, Virtue, 
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virtue, this would not have been the meafure of human aétions, 
We truft therefore, that OROMASDES will not let us fuffer for 
our adherence to virtue ; but that we fhall be recompenfed for any 
interruption of our happinefs in its purfuit. Such a confidence 
enables us to a& without apprehenfion, and brings us near to the 
circumftances of the Deity, whofe happinefs is altogether con- 
fiftent with the rule of his actions. As a philofopher then I 
fhould think, that the perfe& law of truth was immediately, and 
for its own fake, regarded by the Deity alone; and by all created 
beings through him. I do not hereby deny the univerfality of 
this law, but only take into it a confideration of our dependance 
on him, whence we had our being. What more juft than this? 
Nor is it ungenerous and mercenary, as you feem to think; for I 
would follow virtue fteadily, while I might with tranquillity ; 
and when I could not do this, I would ftill follow virtue, pro- 
vided you will let me affure myfelf, (what cannot be excluded from 
the mind of man,) that my conduct is approved by the Deity, 
and that he will fome time vindicate it by his favour. And on 
my part, to fhew all the difintereftednefs that a needy creature 
can do, I will not pretend to prefcribe terms to him, nor afk 
when, or where: though it be beyond the grave, and in worlds 
to come, I am contented; and hereby fhew a generous confidence 


in my Maker.” 


This was my anfwer, CLEANDER; and I confefs I know no bet- 


ter. All religion is declaredly on my fide. _ I think too, I have the 
authority of all legiflators for my opinion of human nature, who do 
not expect our obedience to laws, without promifing proportion- 
able advantages. Matter of fact {peaks aloud for me on every fide ; 
for where do we meet with general induftry, courage, and virtues 
of every fort, but under the proteétion and encouragement of a 


good 
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good monarch, who gives us reafon to be affured, that our beft ef- aa 
forts in the practice of our duty will be followed by fomething more (—_——_ 


than the mere empty complacence which attends it? 


H. 
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CLEANDER fo GOBRYAS. 


HARICLES arrived here laft night from the court at Sufa, and LetrreER 
put into my hands a difpatch from thee, with fome characters , ae 
inclofed, which I fhall not fail to make ufe of in any thing that re- 
quires great fecrecy. It is impoflible for me to exprefs the concern 
and aftonifhment I felt, whilft I read the account thou giveft me of 
the king’s illnefs. Every melancholy idea, every fatal confequence 
crowded at once into my mind. But how greatly was I revived by 
the furprizing good effe& with which a remedy out of Hippo- 
CRATES was adminiftered! ALExIAS well deferves the honours he 
has received from the courtiers, who, as my nephew informs me, 


were preparing, when he took horfe, to congratulate the king upon 
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his recovery. 


I fympathize with thee, noble fcribe, in thy grief for the beha- 
viour of TERITEUCHMES. It is fcarcely credible, that one who 
bore the moft diftant affinity to thee, much lefs one who, by his long 
employment under thee, had opportunities of difcerning the frequent 
proofs thou giveft of fidelity, and an unexampled difintereftednets, 
fhould act fo corrupt, fo vile a part, and make fo ungrateful a re- 
turn to all thy favours. The danger to myfelf was light, I affure 
thee, even in my own eftimation, when compared with the detri- 

3D.2 ment 
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ment which the king’s affairs muft have received, had his practices 
continued. At the fame time thy friendly care ON my account can 
never be fufficiently acknowledged. 


‘Surely there are times, when ARIMANIUS is bufy in fowing the 
feeds of treachery amongft mankind, and promoting the downfal of 
empires by internal commotions. He has, at this jun€ture, infatu- 
ated the governors of Cyprus and Aigypt, and dazzled their eyes 
with the delufive glare of royalty and independance {. * * * * * 


WK we KM KM RM 


Be See aoa defunt cetera. 
P, 


+ Note by the Tranflator.} The Jewifh tranflator informs us, that the original 
has in this place received fome damage from fire; fo that the remainder of this.im- 
portant difpatch is become abfolutely illegible. He could juft difcern the traces of 
letters unlike any he had before met with, which he fuppofes were the characters 
mentioned to have been fent by Cuaricizes, probably a kind of cypher. We cannot 
but condole with our readers, on an accident which has deprived them of a material 
anecdote relating to the above-mentioned governors, whofe intended revolt was in all 
likelihood prevented by the vigilance and induftry of Cruanver and his patron; for 
we hear no more of it. It is no wonder, that the learned Messopas, in the grief 
of his heart, protefts, that he would willingly give up twice the number of pages in 
the Talmud, to recover thofe which are defaced in his Perfian MS. 


The affair of TrrrreucuMgEs, from the want of Gopryas’s letter, to which Ciz- 
ANDER refers, is alfo very obfcure. Thus much appears, that he was a relation of 
the chief fcribe, who had been employed in his office, and probably intrufted with 
affairs of confequence; and that he betrayed what paffed through his hands to Py- 
THON, but was detected before his treachery had produced any bad effect. Thofe 
who love to amufe themfelves with hiftorical parallels, may compare this accident 
with one of the fame nature, that happened to a very able minifter, M. VitiEroy, 
fecretary of ftate to K. Henry the IVth of France. NucoLas DE L’Hosre, his god- 
fon, and firft commis, took a bribe of 1200 crowns per annum. from the court of 
Spain, to give them advice of the moft fecre ttranfactions in his mafter’s department. 
After having continued this traiterous correfpondence for fome years, he was difco-~ 
vered in a very odd manner. ‘The whole ftory, which is a curious one, may be found 
in SULLY’s Memoirs, vol. iv. 
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INTAPHERNES ¢o CLEANDER. 


HILE thou art perhaps expecting a lively defcription from the , pyrrp 
pen of Hypaspes of a birth-day folemnity, I, alas! Crz- CLXXU. 

ANDER, am inditing a letter to thee in his ftead, which muft turn upon REGRET 
avery different fcene, the melancholy obfequies of that Hypaspes, 
our amiable friend. Such is the generofity of thy nature, that thou 
wilt, I dare fay, lament with me his lofs, from the pureft motives 
of a difinterefted friendfhip ; whilft thofe who have too little of the 
tender paflions in their conftitution, to be much affected upon the 


like occafions, cannot help beftowing a tear on his memory. 


The laft birth-day of ARTAXERXES was celebrated with more 
than ufual pomp. When the days of publick audience were ex- 
pired, (during which the great king is feated on his {plendid throne 
to receive the addrefles of his fatraps, with the prefents that are fent 
from every province of the empire,) then’ all that numerous multi- 
tude which refort to Sufa upon thefe occafions, were feafted in that 


great fquare called the court of the garden of the king’s palace *. 
The. 


* We have, in the firft chapter of the book of Efther, a full defcription of the 
magnificence of the Perfian kings upon thefe publick entertainments. We read of 
white, green, and blue hangings faftened with cords of fine linen and purple to filver 
rings and pillars of marble; that the beds were of gold and filver upon a pavement of 
red, blue, white, and black marble; and that the drinking veflels were of gold, the 
veflels being diverfe one from another; and royal wine in abundance, according to the 
f¥ate of the king. We read likewife at the 8th verfe, that the cuftom of compelling 


men to drink more, upon fuch occafions, than would do them good, was very much 
difcouraged 
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LET IER The whole folemnity was conduéted according to the ancient cuf- 
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Loman toms, which are well fuited to the magnificence of the fupreme 


Lord of the Eaft. But there is one thing which our prefent grief 
fhould caufe to be for ever banifhed from thefe publick rejoicings, 
that excefs which has been thought neceflary to exprefs our loyalty 
upon fuch occafions, and has too often proved fatal to the beft and moft 
temperate of his fubjets. The wifdom of ARTAXERXES has long 
fince difavowed that ridiculous privilege, which he thought incon- 
fiftent with the dignity of our monarchs, that of drinking immode- 


~ rately themfelves, and joining in the Perfick dance * at fuch feafons. 


But let us draw a veil over this indifcretion, which perhaps is the 
only confiderable one you will find throughout the life of that ex- 
cellent fatrap. And indeed it is my opinion, that the hurry and 
fatigue he underwent in performing the ceremonials of his office, 
upon this grand occafion, contributed more than the royal wine, to 
the caufe of his untimely death. 


Very incapable am I of doing juftice to his charaGter, for few 
there are who ftand in fo amiable a light. None have I known 
more largely poffeffed of all thofe focial virtues which claim an unj- 
verfal efteem. None have I known fo unenvied in his greatnefs, 
becaufe fuch was the ufe he made of his intereft with his fovereign, 
that nobody had caufe to wifh it lefs. A ftranger to the low arts 
of flattery, he difdained to recommend himfelf to the favour of his 


difcouraged by Anasuerus. And as we have fome reafon to conclude, that the 
AHASUERUSs there mentioned was the fame with our ARTAXERXES, one is the more 
furprized, that Hypaspes, who has, through the courfe of thefe letters, fupported 
the character of a very rational kind of man, fhould have impofed the fatal neceflity 
upon himfelf. Note by the Tranflator. 


* For the Perfick dance fee Xenopu. 6th book of the expedition of the younger 
Cyrus, where he thus defcribes it; téaos 3! 76 Tlepoinev wexsito upotdy THs wiaras, nab 
QUASE KOA avisaro, — 

prince 
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prince by any of thofe indire& methods, or bafe infinuations, which pees 
are too often the practice of a court. He never profeffed friend (hip (ey 
where he was not cordially fincere, much lefs to any perfon whom 
he would fecretly. have betrayed. Nor did he ever exprefs a zeal in 
any caufe to which he was not by honour and principle moft firmly 
attached. In his addrefs and behaviour he fhewed a becoming eafe, 
a manly gracefulnefs; nothing effeminate, nothing fantaftical. Gay 
without levity, and polite without affectation, he was perfeatly fkilled 
in the minuteft exadtneffes, and all the moft circumftantial forms of 
a court, yet without looking upon thofe things as of any confider- 
ation, abftracted from their place and time. The benevolence of 
his difpofition involuntarily fhewed itfelf in that perpetual ferenity 
of temper, and natural cheerfulnefs, which could only flow from a 
good mind. Sure, CLEANDER, fuch a man does an honour to his 


nation, while he fhines among the principal ornaments of the court. 
Embafladors of foreign ftates, by being introduced by him to the 
royal prefence, received a more heightened idea of the Perfian 
grandeur and politenefs, than from all that dazzling fhow which 
furrounds our monarch’s throne. By an happy addrefs, an agree- 
able condefcenfion, and engaging affability, he had the art to recon- 
cile f{trangers to our cuftoms, however different from their own. 
To thee, who haft converfed and correfponded with him, I need 
not mention the elegance with which he entertained his friends. 
Poffefled of thefe virtues and accomplifhments, he died lamented by 
his royal mafter, and by all who knew his worth. For my own 
part, fo highly do I prize the reputation of his friendfhip, that if 
my name fhall chance to go down to pofterity, I defire no other me- 
morial to remain of me than this, that INTAPHERNES once lived 


the friend of HyDASPEs. 4 
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CLEANDER fo HyLuvs. 


M* brother has had, I find, a regard to the Satrap’s recommend- 

ation; he has paid the price demanded for thee, and placed 
thee in my Tmolian villa. It will become thee, by thy diligence 
and fidelity, to fhew, thou haft deferved this advancement, from a 
laborious employment in the old gardens of CroEsvus, to the com- 
mand over the peafants of three villages, and the care of thofe works, 
which will be the delight of thy mafter. 


Ever fince the pafling of the king’s grant to me, the inhabitants, 
no longer in fear of the royal colleétors, have been remifs in bring- 
ing in the accuftomed portion of their produce. This thou art by 
no means to allow; and if any negle&t thy fummons, let them know 
that the governor of Sardis is ready at any time to fupply thee with 
a number of foldiers, to be quartered at thy difcretion upon the de- 
faulters, till fatisfadion is made. ‘There is another irregularity, 
which gives.me more uneafinefs ;. the laft feafon of the gold fifhery, 
juft before the tents were pitched for the officers of the treafury, 
fome from the neighbouring farms were feen at work in the river *, 
Ufe all poffible means to difcover thefe offenders; thou knoweft the 
feverity of the laws; and, let the officers in their next journey find 
them impaled upon the fpot. What an unworthy return to my gra- 


* The Pactolus. CiEanper’s villa feems to have been fituate upon this river, near 
the foot of Mount Tmolus, famous for its faffron. 


cious 


ATHENSANM LB EVTSTIERS, 


cious lord, to fuffer his revenue to be pillaged upon the very lands 
which I owe to his bounty! 


When TELEPHANES arrives, fee that he be entertained as be- 
comes my friend. He will give orders for feveral alterations in the 
villa, and lay.the foundation of a fire-temple: let him be fupplied 
with fuch materials and workmen as he demands. The quarry on 
the other fide the mountain will furnith ftone; for I will not have 
the tomb * of ALyaTTES any more defaced. On the contrary, I 
intend that venerable monument fhall be reftored: TELEPHANES 
will make good the bafe, and the five rude pyramids, with the in- 
{criptions; and thou muft plant a large circular grove of beech in 
the middle, and clumps of pines at proper diftances round it. A 
double avenue of plane-trees muft join the houfe to the temple; and 
the banks of Gyges’s lake are to be repaired, and all the variety of 
trees that the foil will bear, encouraged to grow upon them. The 
marble bufts of the King, Mrcasyzus, and GosryAs, are de- 
figned for the fummer portico, which looks towards the north. 
The ftatues and vafes TELEPHANES will difpofe amongft the plant- 
ations. 


There will be fent from Ephefus twelve Spartan dogs: the Helot, 
who brings them, is to feed and train them: fuch provifions and 
conveniencies as he wants, muft be allowed him. Prepare a ftrong 
inclofure by the river-fide for the horfes of the old Perfian race, 
out of the royal ftud in Nifea; and another for the camels, and the 
affes for ftallions, which ORSAMEs promifed me from Arabia. Thou 


* Heroporus calls this a prodigious work, inferior only to thofe in Agypt and 
Babylon. It was a mound of earth raifed upon a bafement of huge ftones; and 
feems to have been a circle of 1300 feet diameter. ‘Thofe rude pyramids were intire 
in the hiftorian’s time. Near this monument was the lake of Gyges. 
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eaten wilt alfo receive from that lord fome Scythian bows and hunting- 
ay {pears of Damafcus: let them be carefully laid up. Send back by 
his meflengers ten meafures of faffron, and take care it be of the 


fineft growth of the mountain. 


Trufty Hyxuuvs, I envy thee the bufinefs I now charge thee with. 


ee 


I long to be employed myfelf among my buildings and plant- 
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ations. Fear not, however, to lofe thy office: preferve the cha- 
racter that is given of thee; and thy mafter, when he comes, will 
be only thy fellow-labourer. 
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CLEANDER “¢o TERIBAZUS. 


6s a regular remittances thou haft made to me for a confiderable LETTER 
CLXXIV. 


time paft, noble Satrap, would {carcely have claimed my par- , 


ticular acknowledgments, without the honour of thy letter, which 
has added the grace of private friendfhip to what might otherwife 
have feemed an ordinary effet of thy care in the execution of a 
publick truft. I forefaw and regretted long fince, that the ill defigns 
of Timoc.es, the Eubcean, would not be limited by the exercife of 


his unwearied malice againft me, but would end in the bafeft ingra- 
titude to his mafter. The lofs of twenty talents out of thy coffers, 
and the villain’s flight, are fufficient to convince thee of it; and, 
like a generous enemy, thou art not afhamed to defcend from thy 
dignity to do an act of juftice to the meaneft of the flaves of Ar- 
TAXERXES. The promife thou haft given me of protedtion relieves 
me from the apprehenfion of court-artifices; and I fhall enjoy my 
fields of faffron, and the fprings at the foot of Tmolus, in fecurity, 
while I know, that my conduct is approved by every minifter in 
the king’s palace. There is fomething too in the reconciliation of 
a potent adverfary, that flatters our vanity more than the continued 
affection of a friend: the one is often the effe& of long acquaint- 
ance, prejudice, and habitual partiality: the other, even againit pre- 
judice, feems founded on the matureft refult of conviction. I can- 
not perfuade myfelf, that the greatnefs of thy mind, or the lownefs 
of my condition, could fuffer thee to make any advances towards 
me, but on the moft honourable motives. 


aay) Thou 
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Thou art-defirous to know, how far I have been led by my in- 
quiries into that, which is the peculiar objet of thy attention; the 
fources of wealth in this country, and its revenues.. The Athenians 
value themfelves on the veins of marble, which they have kept open 
for many years in the mountain Hymettus: they adorn their city 
with it at an eafy rate, and furnifh it to the reft of Greece, and 
fome parts of the Leffer Afia. But what has proved of the moft 
fignal advantage, both for enriching the ftate and individuals, is the 
poffeffion of filver mines at Laurium, between the Pirzeus and Cape 
Sunium. Thefe are truly inexhauftible ;\ and though they fome- 
times complain of being overftocked with labourers for the tillage of 
their lands, yet here is perpetual employment; they even allow 
ftrangers to fearch for them, if they will be at the expence of raifing 
works. Silver being confidered as the ftandard of commerce, they 
know that the more they have of it, the greater will be the quantity 
annually exported by their merchants; and in return, the commo- 
dities of all other countries are brought home to them; fo that the 
publick revenues are advantaged in two different ways by thefe 
works: firft, by the affeffment on the ore, as it comes out of the 
mine; and then, by a cuftom levied on thofe goods which are im- 
ported in exchange for it. Indeed it is not long, that they have 
made ufe of this benefit beftowed on them by nature for the fervices 
of the ftate; fince before the time of THEMIsTOCLES no tax was 
laid upon the digging of ore; but he propofed the erecting that fund 
for the fupport of the war againft the people of fEgina. 


As there is a general complaint of the want of miners, I can- 
not avoid digreffing a little in this place, to open to thee a favourite 
project of fome perfons; which is, that a large number of flaves 
fhould be purchafed by the commonwealth, to be let out to thofe 
who have mines. A mark may be fet on their habits, to diftinguifh 


them 
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them from fuch as are the property of private men, and’a certain LETTER 


CLXXIV. 


price paid into the treafury for the hire.of them. Thefe flaves, if UV—-——_d 


properly trained, might be ufeful in time of war, either for the fleet 
or foldiery: they would always be a good defence of the fortrefles 
at Anaphlyfium and Thoricus, which cover the mines to the fouth, 
and to the north, about the diftance of fixty ftadia from each other : 
and if another caftle were built between both, as a place of genera] 
rendezvous in time of danger, the filver mines might be protected 
better in any future invafions of their territory. This caftle would be 
fituated five hundred ftadia from Megara, fix hundred from Thebes ; 
fo that fhould an enemy march either of thofe ways, he muft pafs 
by Athens. It is very probable, therefore, that no fufficient force 
could be fent to difturb, much lefs to poffefs and ufe them. Befides 
all this, if better encouragement were given to ftrangers to fettle in 
Attica, by releafing them from the very hazardous and difagreeable 
employment of ferving in their fhips and armies; by allotting, as a 
free gift to thofe who would build houfes in Athens, the wafte 
ground in feveral quarters of the city; or by inviting them to fettle 
near the mines in the country, and raife a large town there; great 
eftates would be made, the country would grow more populous, and 
the publick more wealthy. But the fuperftitious regard, in which 
the name of THESEUvs is held by the Athenians, and a falfe maxim 
of policy, makes them adhere to what he did for them. He very 
wifely incorporated the twelve cities of Cecrops, when the ftate was 
in its infancy, that their united efforts might tend under one fcheme 
of government to the common good. Now, it feems, they are de- 
termined to raife no more cities in Attica, left the ftrength of Athens 
be diverted, and its greatnefs injured; and they rather chufe, when 
crouded with too many inhabitants, to fend out colonies (as they 
did jately to Thurium) for the improvement of other countries, 
than to increafe the inhabitants and buildings on their own foil. 


I return 
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I return to the revenues: The whole amount of their yearly 
value is two thoufand talents; a confiderable part of which is 
raifed, not only by the filver mines, and the cuftoms of the Pirzeus, 
but by the loppings of the groves on the banks of the Hiflus, and 
the woods on the fide of fome of their hills. Another part arifes 
from the duties laid on the profeffion of particular trades and arts, 
and on ftrangers and freed flaves. The judicial fines and amerce- 
ments bring in a large fum to the ftate, where the free and ftubborn 
temper of the people fo greatly inclines them to litigioufnefs. A 
tenth of thefe is fet afide for MINERVA, a fiftieth for the other gods, 
and the reft is carried into the treafury. But the annual payments 
exacted of the tributary cities are the fureft fupport of the publick 
fervice. ‘They were originally levied under the alarm of general 
danger to all Greece, when it was over-run by XERXES, and con- 
tinued afterwards as contributions to enable them to make head 


againft Perfia, if a fecond invafion fhould ever be defigned or at- 


tempted. ARisTiDEs firft colle&ed them, and raifed four hundred 
and fixty talents. PERicxLEs added near a third, fo as to increafe 
them to fix hundred. Curzon (as furious a declaimer as he was 
againft the burdenfome taxes in the laft adminiftration) has enlarged 
them to eight hundred. And the fondnefs of the people for thea- 
trical entertainments, the ere€ting of temples and ftatues, joined 
to the growing charges of the war, will probably carry them much 
higher. Notwithftanding the number of courts and judges, before 
whom all proceedings are brought in a legal way, one hundred and 
fifty talents fuffice to defray their appointments ; and yet, by the cor- 
ruption of thofe who are at the head of affairs, thefe revenues are 
every year expended by the commonwealth. 


The prefident of the proedroi has the keys of the treafury; but 
as that prefidentfhip lafts only for a day, he is not allowed to keep 
them 
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them longer; and no man is entrufted with them a fecond time. pp ta 

. . e °. C % 
He takes no part in difpofing the revenue, which is affigned to the L-y——_w 
care of the principal treafurer, and the comptroller of his accounts, 


who both wear gold rings as the badges of their dignity. 


The citadel is the only place where the wealth of the ftate is 
lodged. How difproportionate is this to the magnificence of the 
Perfian empire! where, thou well knoweft, the four cities of Sufa, 
Perfepolis, Pafargada, and Damafcus, can fcarcely contain the 
fhining heaps of filks, jewels, filver, and gold, which adorn the 
court of our monarch, raife armies, equip fleets, and create the awe 
and the affeGtion of thofe millions, who either fear his power, or 
feel his liberality. Yet whence is it, that the little and compara- 
tively poor ftate of Attica becomes even formidable to Aa? Can 
it be for any other reafon, great minifter, than that fuperfluity de- 


preffes the mind as much as poverty ? 


I will not enter into a detail of the officers in the revenue. Thefe 
fwarm in every corner of Athens, and the caufe of it is obvious. 
Ina government like this, the minifters, who would attach men to 
their fervice, muft have a variety of employments in their power.’ 
It is very eafy to find out a plaufible pretext for making a new officer 
in the management of the publick money, when it is not fo in any 
other part of the conftitution; the confequence of which is, that 
the claims of dependents occafion gradual additions of this nature, 
which the intereft of the publick is at no time powerful enough to 


cancel. 


The taxes raifed in different ways by the commonwealth are paid 
in current money of gold and filver. Not fo is it in Perfia. Our 
coin as yet is not fufhiciently fettled, nor divided into various fhapes 
of leffer value for the fervices of life among the vulgar. Some at- 
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tempts have been made towards it: Darius gained immortal ho- 
nour by the gold pieces which bear his name. ARYANDEs, by his 
filver'drachm, even raifed the envy of his mafter, who, in a manner 
very inconfiftent with his ufual benignity and good fenfe, took away 
the life of the fatrap, to fatisfy that thirft of revenge which his va- 
nity had provoked. It is thy part to imitate and improve on thefe 
great models: ARTAXERXEs can think nothing which adds to the 
glory and felicity of his reign, whatever be the hand producing it, 
a diminution of his perfonal merit. 


There is fomething, however, in the way of colleting the great 
king’s revenues, which are paid in kind, that has more an air of 
equity and grandeur, than the practice of the Athenians. Every 
country lays a portion of thofe commodities, for which it is dif- 
tinguifhed, on the fteps of his throne. The fatrapy of Armenia 
fends twenty thoufand young horfes annually to the ftud at Nifza ; 
fEgypt, immenfe quantities of corn; Lydia, a thoufand bars and 
ingots of gold. The queen’s veil, girdle, and mantle, are the 
honourable names of three wealthy cities; the bread, wine, and 
wearing apparel of THEMISTOCLES, are to this day the appella- 
tions of others; and while thofe cities ftand, they will be lafting 
monuments of the royal munificence. 


One cannot but obferve further, that this way of collecting is 
very little expofed to the hazard of embezzlements. The tributes 
of the empire are too unwieldy for the purpofes of knavery; 
whereas in Athens, the pecuniary payments may now and then be 
fecreted or leflened without fear of a difcovery, and afford ftrong 
temptations to the avarice and difhonefty of an officer. . Yet I know 
not how it is, TER1BAzus, fuch is the Increafing, and at the fame 
time the bafhful nature of corruption, that the proftitute rife daily 


in 
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in their demands; but, unlefs it can afflume a more convenient form 


acting with thofe who are difpofed to gratify them. The little deal- 
ings of that fort, to which the neceflity of the king’s fervice has 
obliged me, were attended with aukward circumftances; and if the 
fum was confiderable, great caution was required. in the conveyance 
of it. I make no doubt, but the wifdom of pofterity will introduce 
new refinements into this fubject; or elfe vice, out of mere con- 
cern for its own interefts, muft ftop fhort in its career, and the king- 
dom of AuRIMAN be deftroyed, before the feafon appointed in the 


book of deftiny. is 
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if is probable, thou haft already received advice, that ARTA- 
PHERNES has been detained at Eione by the Athenian colleGtor 
of the tribute in thofe parts; and therefore the news of his arrival 
at Athens will not furprize thee, fo much as it did myfelf, who was 
ignorant of what had befallen him in his paflage through Thrace. 


Judge of my aftonifhment, potent lord, when going down yef- 
terday morning to the Pirxeus, I was told by a friend, whom I met 
on the way, that a Perfian fatrap of diftinguithed quality was juft 
arrived on board an Athenian galley. “ What, (returned I haftily,) 
““ hath ARTAXERXEs fent a publick minifter hither? Surely it muft 
“ be a commiffion of fingular importance, which could require fo 
** much fecrecy, as that a more formal notification of the embaffy 
“ fhould not be firft given.” My friend was unable to give me any 
further light into the matter; and we continued our walk to the 
port, but in the way fell in with a great multitude of people, in the 
midft of whom a band of foldiers, with the archon POLEMARCH at 
their head, were conduéting an old man of a grave afpedt, and 
majeftick appearance, to the Prytaneum. I had the curiofity to prefs 
as near this venerable ftranger as I could, and was amazed beyond 
meafure to difcern, in his countenance, all the features of my old 
patron and friend ARTAPHERNES. I haftened out of the croud, 
that nobody might obferve the concern I was under; and impatient 
to have my doubts cleared up, went inftantly to CLEON’s houfe, 

but 
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but was fome time before I could fee him, becaufe feveral of the LETTER 


magiftrates and ruling members of the aflembly were that morning 
in clofe confultation with him. As foon as they were departed, he 
came tome, and prevented what I was going to fay, by telling me, 
that an accident had happened, which, though it might feem to 
prognofticate a rupture with Perfia, and appear inconfiftent with the 
refpect which the republick had always profeffed for the great king, 
might yet, he hoped, by prudence and temper on both fides, be fo 
managed, as to produce a perfect good underftanding, and a clofer 
friendfhip betwixt them. He then proceeded to acquaint me, “ that 
“¢ ARISTIDES, (grandfon of the great ARIsTIDEs,) the collector of 


*“* the tribute at Eione, having ftrong reafons to imagine, that a 


*¢ Perfian fatrap travelling through his jurifdi@iion was fent to nego- 


** tiate with the enemies of this ftate, had ventured, without any 
orders from the people, to ftop both him and his retinue; and 
being on his departure out of the country, had brought them 
* in his fquadron to Athens. That he had likewife infpeted 
“‘ the papers of this embaflador, which entirely confirmed his 


fufpicions; for amongft them he found a letter from ArTa- 


ce 


ce 


ce 


“© XERXES to the Lacedemonians, empowering the bearer of it, to 


“ make propofitions in his name, and receive their’s in return, and 
‘“* inftructions to enter into a treaty with the Spartan republick on 
“‘ conditions therein fpecified.” ‘ This conduct of your court, 
“© (added CLEON,) is the ftrongeft juftification of our commiffioners 
“ proceedings ; for if they may be thought irregular, and a violation 
“‘ of the law of nations, furely the part Perfia has taken to amufe us 
“ with overtures, in order to fell her alliance dearer to the Lacedex- 
“ monians, cannot deferve a much gentler name; and one extraor- 
“- dinary ftep may ferve to excufe the other.” He concluded, how- 
ever, by afluring me, that “ fuch were the real difpofitions of his 
“ countrymen to prefer the friendfhip of Perfia to all other confider- 

eee “* ations, 
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ations, and fuch his own defire to acknowledge the favours he 
had received from the king, that the magiftrates would give or- 
ders for the entertainment of ARTAPHERNES in a manner {uit- 
able to his rank, and the dignity of the prince he reprefented ; and 
it was likewife refolved to call an aflembly in a few days, where- 
in he intended to move the nominating of a folemn embafly to 
the court of Sufa; and that ARTAPHERNES {fhould be defired to 
accompany thofe who were chofen for the employment. In the 
mean time, he faid, we might in private conferences bring the 
projet (mentioned in my former letters) to fome maturity, and 
confequently ripen and prepare things for a more publick ne- 
gotiation.” 


I heard him to the end of his difcourfe without interruption, and 


then replied briefly, that “ as I had no orders from the king on this 
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unexpected event, I could only fpeak my own fenfe of the mat- 
ter, which was, that fo notorious a breach of the law of nations, 
as ftopping the perfon of a publick minifter, and examining his 
papers, could no otherwife be repaired or foftened, than by a fe- 
vere and fpeedy punifhment inflidted on ARISTIDEs, and an 
open difavowal of his behaviour: that I wondered to hear him 
aim at juftifying the feizure of ARTAPHERNEs, from his being 
fent to the Lacedemonians; as if the war between them and the 
Athenians deprived the king of his liberty to tranfa@ bufinefs 
with either of the parties by his embafladors, who had an indif- 
putable right to a free paflage over the dominions of every ftate 
with whom their mafter maintained a friendfhip, and were not to 
be ftopped upon bare furmifes.” I obferved alfo, that “ he him-. 
felf tacitly fuppofed the injuftice of the a€tion confidered apart, 
by putting it as“a retaliation for the infincerity of the Perfian 
court in their dealings with Athens. But I little expected to 

5°" hear 
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* hear reproaches of that nature come from one, towards whom the 4 pee 


king had exprefled fo fingular a confidence, and given already ————— 


ce 


** feveral proofs of his regard. And as to the papers, upon which 


** he laid fuch ftrefs, I ventured to afirm, that, upon a more accu- 
“© rate confideration of them, nothing elfe would appear, than that 
“ ARTAXERXES, like a prince careful of his own intereft, and of 
“ that of his fubjeéts, was determined, that thofe fhould reap the 
‘¢ advantages of his alliance, who fhewed moft readinefs in acknow- 
“ ledging his juft claims, and proved their title to his protection by 
“ the goodnefs of their caufe.” In refpe& to the laft point, viz. the 
continuing of our conferences, | remembered thy orders, that I 
fhould not be over-forward in bringing matters to an iflue; and 
therefore contented myfelf with alleging the propriety of defer- 
ring them, till we heard in what manner the king received the 
news of ARTAPHERNES’s journey being ftopped, left we fhould 
{pend time to no purpofe, if violent meafures on the part of Perfia 


were the confequences of it. 


This is the fubftance, potent Lord, of my converfation with CLEON, 
who embraced me at parting, and faid, “ Do no ill office, CLEAN- 
“ per, and, I will anfwer for it, this affair will be amicably adjufted.” 
I replied, “‘ I fhould do my duty by giving a faithful account of 
“© what pafled upon this occafion, but that the king, whom I had 
“ the honour to ferve, was too wife a prince, to want any fuggeftions 
“ from me, by which to regulate his affairs.” 


I have fince found means to procure a private admittance to AR- 
TAPHERNES, who is lodged in the Prytaneum, and entertained in 
a more fplendid and honourable manner, than the minifters from 
any foreign ftate whom I ever {aw here. I refer thee to his letters, 


which he difpatches this night by an Aftanda, for the particulars. of 
his 
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L_———J arrival in this city. He has likewife taken it upon himfelf to ap- 


prize thee of the reafons, which have induced him to come to a re- 
folution, not to refufe accompanying the embafladors (if the people 
fhall appoint any) to the Perfian court. 


Thou wilt no doubt be curious to know, if ARISTIDES was really 
inftructed by his mafters to fecure ARTAPHERNES in his paflage; 
or whether (as CLEON protefted to me more than once) he aéted by 
his own authority, and did not acquaint the magiftrates here with 
what he had done, till he entered the Pireeus with his prifoners. 


I have made the moft diligent enquiry imaginable into this point. 
Our refiners in politicks entertain themfelves and their hearers with 
feveral fpeculations upon it equally various and. uncertain, Some 
affirm, that ARISTIDES was inftigated to commit fo bold an aétion, 
by a private letter from CLEON, and two or three of his principal 
friends: others, with as much confidence, are extremely eager to 
whifper in one’s ear, that it is all a contrivance of Nicias, to in- 
duce his countrymen to clap up a peace with Sparta, after having 
offered fo fenfible an affront to the court of Perfia. But I have fuf- 
ficient grounds to believe, that this extraordinary behaviour of Arts- 
TIDES takes its rife entirely from the natural temper of the man, 
who is rough, enterprizing, and inconfiderate, defirous at any rate 
to puth himfelf forward, and filled with an hereditary abhorrence 
for Perfia and the great king, which he carries to a ridiculous pitch. 


From what I can colle& of the difpofition, which the people at 
prefent are in, they will not make the leaft feruple to difown their 
commiffioner ; but any motion for punifhment is not likely to pre- 
vail, becaufe it will be thought hard to give up an officer for a fault, 

which 
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which was occafioned by the excefs of his zeal (though a miftaken ee ue 
one) for the publick fervice. But I comfort myfelf with the W—~+— 
thoughts, that the folemn embafly, which the Athenians are pre- 

paring, will come charged with fubmiffions for what is paft, and 

with conceflions of the higheft importance to the future intereft of 

Perfia. Iam bold to fay this, becaufe it is wonderful to obferve, 

how ftrong a turn the affections of the people have taken in our fa- 

vour, ‘and with how much rapture they extol the wife government 

of ARTAXERXES, and the felicity of his reign. It is improbable, 

that the Lacedemonians will yield to their rivals in the conteft, for 

an ally, who can add a cafting weight to the balance of Greece; 

and thus will our monarch, the light and glory of the Eaft, enjoy 

a diftinGion unknown to the moft renowned of his anceftors, of 

feeing the chief nations in the Weft proftrate themfelves by turns, 

for protection, at the foot of his refplendent throne. 


From Athens, the 14th of Pyanepfion. 
; P, 
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LETTER I HAVE long imagined, noble GosryAs, that the accounts, which 
Base I fometimes fend thee of debates in the Athenian affembly, muft 


be peculiarly agreeable to thee, as they tend to open the nature and 
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genius of popular councils, and the different colours in which the 
fame point may be fhewn by the wit, the zeal, and the jealoufy of. 
contending parties. 


Yelterday CLEON, as principal treafurer *, prefented to the people 
a {cheme of the expences for the next year. They amounted to 
near two thirds of their annual revenues, which he propofed to lay 
out in equipping fixty gallies, two thoufand foot, and three hundred 
horfe, for a fecret expedition. ‘This propofition occafioned a long 
and remarkable debate, in which the chiefs on both fides were care- 
ful to diftinguifh themfelves, The adventurous minifter, who moved 
it, opened the nature and reafons of it in a long and elaborate ha- 


rangue, He declared, “ that the opinion he was now going to offer 


“ was a natural confequence of his averfion to a peace, which muft 
“ neceflarily have been broken, when Sparta had recovered its 
“ ftrength, and found means to create an opportunity of renewing 


“ the war: that the only way to reftore Athens to its original do- 
minion over Greece, was to attack their enemies in the moft 
** fenfible parts. He did not know, whether it was right to inti- 


mate too ftrongly what he had projected for a plan of military 
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operation in the words of the queftion; but he believed, that ee es 


XXVI. 


every one might underftand where lay the moft fenfible parts of —~——J 


the pofleflions of Lacedemon. He faid the ifland of Cythera was 
the wall and the citadel of Sparta; that there had not been that 
attention to fecure it, which might have been expected from the 
importance of its fituation; and he could not think it either im- 
practicable or romantick to attempt it: that many had thought the 
attack upon Corinth laft year a very wild fcheme, yet it had been 
attended with fome degree of fuccefs: that many more had 
thought the defcent upon Sphadteria abfurd to the degree of being 
ridiculous, yet the gods had profpered them: that he faw no 
colour of argument, why they fhould be fo far wanting to them- 
felves, to the genius of their {tate, and to the propitious deities, 
whom they worfhip, as to negle& an occafion of endeavour- 
ing to compafs what they might long in vain have wifhed for: 
that now the occafion had prefented itfelf, it appeared to be de- 
cifive, and the defign more probably fortunate, than the expedi- 
tions juft mentioned before they proved fo in event: that let others 
fay what they would of his meafures, and mifcall them rafh, he 
muft remind them, that the courage of a wife man does not arife fo 
much from fpirit as from knowledge.” ‘“ Athenians, (concluded 
he,) I am not one of the turn of mind with fome who might be 
named to you, who, when the affairs of our adverfaries are in a 
flourifhing condition, walk up and down with a more than ordi- 
nary cheerfulnefs in the forum, giving their hand to fuch as will 
be pleafed with the news, and make a fair report of them to 
others, who mean the ruin of our ftate. Nor, when your coun- 
fels are profperous, do I fix my eyes upon the ground, and 
figh, becaufe it flatters the opinion of the men I hate, and out 
of very grief for your fecurity ; but as I mean to exercife my 
reafon, fo I intereft my paffions and all my powers in your fer- 
VOL. Il. 3G «. vice.” 
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“ vice.” He was feconded by LysicLEs and EucraTEs, two of 
his inftruments, one of them paymafter of the forces *, the other 
comptroller of the publick accounts f. 


The fpeech of CLEON made a good impreffion, and was efteemed 


an artful and notable performance. Droportus rofe up to anfwer 
him. He fet out with profeffing, “ that he was not in the leaft 


ce 


furprized with the reafonings. of that day: he thought thofe who 
had appeared with fo much zeal, in oppofition to the Spartan com- 
miffioners, acted very confiftently in propofing this meafure for 
their affent: that he had all along differed from CLEON in opi- 
nion; and for his own part he durft as heartily oppofe it, as others 
more fanguine dare advance it; for every ftep, which carried 
them from the profpect of peace, carried them further from the true 
intereft of Athens. He faid, it would be abfurd to particularize 
the evils of war before thofe who felt them; and the rather, as 
an inexperience of them leads no man into it, and the fevereft 
fenfe of them diverts no man from it, while he fuffers inclination 
to contrive his enterprizes, and hope to fuggeft the iffue of them. 
That the effects of peace in favour of that ftate, after former dif- 
ficulties, fhould have induced them at leaft to give its advocates a 
fair hearing; that after the retreat of the Perfians, they had for 
many years attended to the cultivation of commerce, to the fplen- 
dor of their temples, and religious ceremonies; to the increafe of 
their wealth, and quiet eftablifhment of their power: that the 
thing which had moft contributed to the prefervation of their own 
and the common liberty at that juncture, was their moderation 
towards Sparta; that the wifdom which they then fhewed in de- 
ferring the command to that ftate, when it was foolifhly and pe- 
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tulantly infifted on, had been the great fource of their fubfequent 
authority ; and an imitation of that wifdom feemed the proper 
means of continuing it. ‘That their expences are very burden- 
fome: the poll-tax had been raifed more than once fince the 
beginning of the war (a circumftance extremely unufual); and 
though the publick can fupport the calamities of a few private 
men, yet no private man can long fupport the calamities of the 
publick: that they were already fo far exhaufted, as that in many 
years they could not be reftored again to a fufficient balance for 
Perfia: that it was neither the intereft of Greece, nor of the great 
king, to fee Lacedemon, or indeed either of the contending cities, 
deftroyed ; becaufe the former might fufpea the conqueror would 
tyrannize over the leffer ftates ; and the latter would know, that in 
fuch cafe the united ftrength of Greece might be brought to a& uni- 
formly againft him under one head. So that the end propofed to 
thefe meafures, of entirely reducing Sparta, appeared wholly un- 
attainable ; the means too impracticable; for though there was 
fomething plaufible in the thought of attacking Cythera, yet it 
muft prove very difficult in the execution; that the Spartans 
would certainly draw down their whole force to its defence, as 
foon as they hear of the defign, and would be particularly ftudi- 
ous of retrieving any credit they had loft in Sphaéteria. As to 
the eftimates, he thought them extravagant, and not made without 
a view to the perfonal benefit of fuch citizens as have the manage- 
ment of the publick coffers.” “In conclufion, (added ‘he,) to 
thofe who eagerly with the continuance of war, I defire leave 
to fay, that it is not difficult, when advice is neceflary, to aflume 
an air of courage; nor, when danger approaches, to reprefent its 
terrors; but this is as difficult as it is becoming, in danger to fhew 
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courage, and in council prudence.’ 
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The turns in popular affemblies are fo quick, that the fpeech I 


have juft recited, accompanied with great energy and pathos, both 


of action and expreffion, feemed to have an effet upon the people, 


which was only to be taken off by Ep1GENEs, an orator of great 


eloquence and parts. He faid, “ he had flattered himfelf with hopes 
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on the former queftion, concerning the propofitions of the Spartan 
commiffioners, that thofe who were for reje&ting them, would have 
had the concurrence of the men, who entered into the war with 
eagernefs, and admired the conduct of PERIcLEs: that he remem- 
bered the time when that party held a very different language, 
and, in a feafon of general diftrefs, again{ft the general opinion, 
oppofed fending embafladors to the Lacedemonians, or receiving 
any from them: that fince the fupport they had given to the 
commiffioners, it was in no fort aftonifhing they fhould difap- 
prove the motion now made; but their condua& was a ftrong 
proof of unadvifed levity; all for war and.vigour to-day, peace 
and moderation to-morrow. That it is no argument againft the 
fitnefs of political meafures to fay they are attended with hazard ; 
every meafure of government, efpecially in war, is expofed to 
it ; and provided the end be right, and the means not improbable, 
you ought to be at an expence in maintaining them: that while 
the Athenians intend to be the firft people of Greece in trade, 
they muft endeavour to be the firft in power: that their naval 
force would decay, if they did not affert their authority on the 
continent of Greece and Afia.” ‘ Where (exclaimed he) will 
be the vent for your merchandizes? Where the tribute and obe- 
dience of the iflands? What friend will truft you? What enemy 
will fear you?’ ‘ That the beft way to maintain that authority, 
was to purfue the. beginnings of their fuccefs, and to do otherwife 
would be prepofterous. That, to fay nothing of their intereft, 
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they were bound in honour to this conduét. The late cruel 
ufage of Platea, an ancient ally of this city, as well as the injuries 
and violence that produced the war on their part, fhewed how 
little the Spartans regarded juftice or humanity: that no punifh- 
ment was too great for them, and the gods are preparing to inflict 
it by the hand of Athens. That as to what is faid of being re- 
ftored as a balance to Perfia, there is no weight in it; they were 
at no time a balance for Perfia, fcarcely even at the head of the 
confederacy: but the defpair of being fo great as they could with, 
is no reafon why they fhould not aim at being as great as they 
can. That as the intereft of all ftates muft vary according to their 
engagements and exigencies in different periods of time, fo the 
intereft of Athens muft vary ; and he was not without good hopes 
of the affection and alliance of the great king; and if they could 
fecure his friendfhip, the reafonings about the politicks of the fu- 
blime court muft fall to the ground. He declared he would not 
enter into the particular eftimates at prefent; he believed. they 
were well confidered ; but that was a meaner confideration, and 
the fitnefs of the general meafure fhould not be overlooked on 
their account. That it was highly neceflary the queftion pro- 
pofed by CLEoNn fhould be carried by a very great majority, if 
they meant to give fpirit to their allies, to ftrike a terror into 
Sparta, and to gain that revenge which the juftice of their caufe, 
as well as the profperity of their arms, prefaged for them.” 


ALcIBIADEs rofe next after EpPIGENES, and convinced the people 


that day, he will be one of the fineft fpeakers they ever have heard in 


their aflembly. He opened with faying, “ that he had very feldom 
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ce 
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troubled them with his thoughts upon any fubje@; and though 
he had fome things to offer of moment to the prefent queftion, 
yet he believed, that even the preparation he had made for deli- 
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vering his fentiments before them, could hardly have induced him 
to get the better of that referve and modefty which he thought 
became him, if he had not been drawn up out of a regard to 
truth, and the memory of his uncle PERIcLEs. That the friends 
of this great man had acted a wife and confiftent part, fuch as 
would have been approved and followed by himfelf; that when 
PERICLES was againft fending embafladors to treat of peace with 
Lacedemon, it ought to be remembered, the city was diftrefled 
by the plague, and by the defolation of Attica: the terms they 
could then have gained muft have been attended with difgrace. 


-That great man knew, at the fame time, that the ftate had ftrength 


to fupport itfelf, till a turn of fortune fhould happen in its favour ; 
then would be the proper feafon, either to make or accept Over= 
tures of peace, and that feafon, in his apprehenfion, was the pre- 
fent. That thofe alone are to be charged with inconfiftency, who 
were for negotiating a treaty in adverfity, when it would have 
been to yield to their enemies, and not at prefent on the terms 
of conqueft, when it is intreated at their own doors; who are for 
continuing the war in profperity, which will be to leave things 
again to chance, that their valour had reduced to certainty: he 
could fee nothing confiftent in this, except an uniform plan of 
oppofition to the publick good. That if the Athenians behaved 
on this occafion with that infolence, which is but a too natural, 
as well as fatal, confequence of victory, we might depend upon 
it, that on the firft change the Greeks would defer the generalfhip 
and authority to fome other city: that the jealoufy Perpiccas 
had of them was no fecret, nor how affiduous the Lacedemonians 
are in exciting a difaffetion in Thrace; and if that republick 
could receive no fatisfaGtion as to the peace, fo earneftly defired, it 
would exert its laft efforts in attacking Eione and Amphipolis: that, 
fhould the propofition now made be attended to, Athens would be- 
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“ come engaged in a war of acquifition, and not of defence: that this LETTER 
: ae : CLXXVI. 

would be to alienate juftice from their fide, as well as to affront for- \ej—mes 

“ tune. That as to what is concluded from the fuccefs at Sphacteria to 

“ the event of the project propofed, he laid no weight upon it: he ftill 

“ thought that expedition precipitate and rafh ; that every man, who 


“has taken reafonable meafures, has always the fatisfaction of having 


ce 


“ done his part, even when thofe meafures are defeated ; but if he, 
‘¢ who undertakes an imprudent enterprize, fhould chance to profper, 
“ he indeed accomplithes his defign, and yet deferves no lefs blame 
“ than if he had failed of fuccefs. That the delufion which pre 
“ yailed among his countrymen was amazing. ‘‘ When it was 
“© moved to profecute the war with vigour, fome years ago, and to 
“ ftruggle with adverfity, what was the anfwer? The plague ex- 
“ haufts our people; the expence exhaufts our treafure: a bad peace 
“ is better than none.” When it is now moved to make terms with 
“ advantage in profperity, what is the cry? “ The fate of the 
“ Platwans: the pride of Sparta: the dominion of all Greece.” 
“ That if they perfevered in liftening to the advice of that man,, 


“ who feemed to have fuch extraordinary influence over them, the 
“ effects muft be very ruinous ; and he believed, that without pro- 
“ curing the fanétion of an oracle (which fome were fond of) to: 
“ his opinion, he might venture to recommend the fentiment of 
“ Pipsrop * as oracular, who fays, “ that the welfare of the ftate. 
“ often fuffers for the counfels and the crimes of one bad citizen.” 


The friends of ALcIBIADES received this fpeech with the highetft 
applaufe. It put them in mind of the thunder of PERICLES; but 
there are, who pretend to judge already, that his way of acting 
will never be equal to his eloquence. What furprized’ me in his 
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LETTER manner of fpeaking, was the extreme deliberation of it, and the 


CLXXVI. 


————J command which fo young a man difcovered of himfelf, Though 


no one has a better invention, or more flowing diction, yet if the 
propereft argument or phrafe did not immediately occur to him, he 
would paufe and hefitate till they did. He would repeat his laft 
words over again, while he was thinking forward, and the produce 
always made amends for the delay. CLEON and EpicENEs how- 
ever prevailed. The eftimates were allowed, and the project on 
Cythera is to be executed. It was expected, that Nicras would 
have taken a part in this debate ; but it feems he told his party, that 
fince the affembly would not hearken to peace, he fhould not oppofe 
any probable fcheme that might carry on the war. Others fuggeft, 
that he is to be general in the expedition, and being defirous of that 
fervice, would not vote again{ft it. It is very difficult to deter- 
mine on the hidden motives, which give rife to the condud& of any 
man; but the laft confideration feems too trifling to determine Nr- 
c1as, and the firft is agreeable to the fingularity of his temper. 


Excellent minifter, I have often thought, that a diligent fearcher 
into human nature may find better and more various materials for his 
inquiry in the noify factions that divide a popular government, than in 
the court-parties which arife under the filent and regular difpenfations 
of monarchy. In the debates of the one upon publick bufinefs, a 
man muft be very artful indeed, who can always conceal indifcretion 
or vanity as an orator, avarice or ambition as a ftatefman; who, 
in a fudden emotion of the mind, or emergency of affairs, betrays 
neither fear nor rafhnefs, neither mfincerity nor weaknefs. In the 
councils of the other, thofe who are at the head of them, are not 
expofed to the fame means of difcovering their abilities or foibles ; 
every meafure is taken at the unoppofed fuggeftion of the minifter, 
and the awful nod of the fovereign. In the former, if the chief of 
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a party is accufed of crimes, the difpute grows warm; his friends vee 


and his enemies diftinguifh themfelves; the underftandings, the Command 
paflions, the interefts, the intrigues of both are laid open, and every 
man in Greece, according to his judgment, or his attachments, 
adopts the pretenfions of either. In the latter, all thefe are the fub- 


ject of diffimulation, and however different in different men, are 
covered by the fame outfide; befides, as things are more fummarily 
managed, of courfe there cannot be the fame room for indulging 
them; the whifper of an eunuch decides the fate of a great minifter, 
and the fuffocating heat of the afh-tower prevents the complaints of 
himfelf and his relations from the ear of Afia. 


mia Cine eae 


Cc. 


( 
0 
vi 


fy 


i i oiled AE aes UR el 


VOL. Il. 34 


B09, S004, S "9996, S "09, HS)", 0 


ee 


a aa SF 


ped alata be 


a 


i LE Nebr th a 
toe nee GMa WPS Sao) MU mses ry, 


oie 
to a 
\ 


— 


; =® — ES * a ey” a. GS a) @ E> “S, &) "6 ED “€o,.<p “6 Oe. "0, “Gn, => "OH q, GD 
66g, =] *09,,&) a a) 265) => 900. 6p, = Co, ®6o, Sb. oo. Co — ot Spo 


oenaaniiaaeeimaieimeninmatiaies a ee 
. So til oc eames aaa il aa daar ee aR ai St, mn a ene - we 
a merrier mains pater emanate amare nl 2 " ‘ ¥ x ~ yo 
e . 

aS ‘ f i, e 2 ae ” se + / Ng 

y x % J . » r' “5 


41g 


LETTER 
CLXXVII. 
Cases, seemed 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


Lik, Thck smn: Cheah 


SAPPHO fo CLEANDER™. 


Ws I own, CLEANDER, that I have feen thy ode upon the 

Attick myrtle, I think myfelf bound by it to no acknowledg- 
ment. CorRINNA, however, infifts upon my writing about it, even 
though it be to.confefs a delicacy which the rallies as falfe and af- 
feted. Iam too happy, fhe cries, at any rate, to be the fubje@&t of 
fo exquifitea mufe. Forgive me, CLEANDER;’a temper lefs lively 
than hers is overcome by the fentiments of the heart, and cannot but 
be fhocked at a praife that fo plainly implies difefteem. What makes 
it the worfe is, that thy verfes are fo likely to attain immortality. 
To be thus mifreprefented by fome inferior {culptor, had been but a 
fhort-lived vexation ; but the hand of a Puipras will tranfmit the 
error to pofterity. Let pofterity think as it pleafes; for thee, CLE- 


* The two letters of SappHo to CLEANDER are extremely obf{cure. They relate to 
fome correfpondence which had been carried on between him and that lady, in which, 
however, there was nothing difhonourable, as appears from feveral expreflions in 
them. In the fecond, fhe opens herfelf with great feverity and refentment on the 
manner in which he talked of the freedom the indulged him; but it is very probable 
ihe was not rightly informed of his condu€t; fince the reprefentation here given of 
it, is entirely inconfiftent with every fentiment and every action, either explained or 
alluded to in this colletion. Something muft be allowed to her delicate fenfe of ho- 
nour, which might fufpeét an injury, before almoft: the approach of it; and it is a 
prefumption in CLEANDER’s favour, that though he frequented very much the houfe 
of Aspasta, and, as he declares in Letter CXxxvil, even “© courted the company 
*¢ of the fair fex,” that thefe are the only paflages, which charge him with an unbe- 
coming levity. Other negotiators have been lefs rigid in the fame- particular. Our 
Ephefian underftood how to converfe with the ladies for political purpofes, without 
proceeding to gallantries; which fhews him to have been a complete mafter in the 
moft refined infinuation. Note by the Tranflator. 
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ANDER, I would be adorned rather with the modeft, foft, and fe- yee 
male graces, which dwell retired among the domeftick virtues, than -_—_2 


with thofe flight external charms, which have more luftre in poetry. 
Remember too, that Homrr, (whom in the thades of Salamis we 
have fo oft admired together, while the hours rolled away with an 
imperceptible {wiftnefs,) whofe beauties burft upon thee with a blaze 
of light, while the wanton rays of ANAcCREON but played upon thy 
fancy, adorns his heroines with modeft filence, and thinks the bluth 
of VENUS too doubtful a praife, when he does not chaftife it with 
the coy air of Diana. I begin to be afraid, CLEANDER, that the 
unaffected eafe of our Athenian manners, compared with thofe of 
other countries more familiar to thee, has made thee form a judg- 
ment greatly to our difadvantage. Obferve, however, that the exact 
medium is equally diftant from its extremes. Farewel: I accept the 
compliment of thy ode; I reject its flattery; and while you paint 
me with the fhining qualities of the ancient SAPPHO, am too juftly 


afraid of an inconftant PHAON. 
) T. 
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SAPPHO fo CLEANDER. 


ET once more will I truft thefe treacherous tablets with the fe- 
cret of my heart. Yet once more fhall the vain CLEANDER 
boaft, that he has received them from the hand of Corinna; and 
from that air of myftery fhall draw to the giddy companions of his 
mirth what licentious inferences he pleafes. The name of SAPPHO 
is deftined, I find, to be toffed about by the infetious breath of flan- 
der, fince CADMus firft brought into Greece the ill-fated letters that 
compofe it. Wasit that name, CLEANDER, that infpired thee with 
this vain prefumption? We both have been deceived by names: 
Faith, Honour, Conftancy, Difcretion, Tendernefs, thefe too, I find, 
are empty names, no more implying any virtue in CLEANDER, than 
the detefted name of SApPPHO imports that wild licentioufnefs of 
condud in the daughter of PALAMEDE, which in a former SAPPHO 
made it infamous. 


Methinks, CLEANDER, (for imagination will ftill be tog bufy in 
retracing familiar ideas,) I fee the aftonifhment with which you 
read thefe tablets, fo differently filled from what they ufed to be. 
The Mufes and the fportive Graces heré were ufed to court thy ele- 
gance of tafte. ‘The Mufes and the fportive Graces fled in a mo- 
ment at the found of thy boafting: yet they called not the revengeful 
ATE to fupply their place. Thy life, CLEANDER, was now really 
in my hand. Thy treacherous correfpondence is betrayed by trea- 
chery. The wretch has facrificed that truft to an idle paffion, which 

the 
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the interefts of his country —I too, CLEANDER, have facrificed LETTER 


thofe interefts to thy fafety. The tranfcript which he fhewed me of 
thy infamous letter, infcribed to BAGOAs, hinders not my giving 
thee this neceflary warning to fecure thyfelf: fuch are our Grecian 
notions of fidelity to thofe who once had a claim on our affections. 
Now boaft among thy diffolute companions of the fond weaknefs of 
thy Grecian miftrefs. No, CLEANDER, the gods will preferve my 
country from thy pernicious attempts, nor fuffer fuch unjuftifiable 
defigns to profper. As for my injured fame, before thou recciveft 
thefe tablets, I fhall have placed it under the inviolable prote@tion of 
MINERVA, to whofe chafte fervice the remainder of my days are 
devoted. The facred veil fhall hide me for ever from thy eyes, 
which I could never meet again without too fierce an indignation. 
Stranger, farewel: as fuch thou wert firft introduced to me; as fuch 
I now take my eternal leave of thee. May the waters of oblivion 
wafh out all remembrance of the interval, which, though abfolved 
by Virtue, will to Prudence be for ever unpardonable ! 


Ty. 
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CLEANDER fo Gosryas. From Athens. 


HE news of PyTHon’s being confined to his houfe upon the 
firft advice, which the king received, that ARTAPHERNES was 
{topped at Eione, has produced all the good effeéts here, which 
could be defired from it. The moderation of ARTAXERXES, in not 
carrying his refentment further, till he knew whether the colleétor 
was authorized in his proceeding, is applauded by the whole city ; 
and they are at the fame time made fenfible, that a decent fubmiffion, 
and a difavowal of ARIsTIDEs, are the only methods to prevent the 


bad confequences which muft befal them, in cafe of a breach with 
Perfia. 


The aflembly’s letter to the king (which ARTAPHERNES fends in 
his packet), charges, I believe with great truth, this extravagant 
action on the rafhnefs and inexperience of their commiffioner; and. 
the affurances contained in it, that he fhall not be employed again in 
thofe parts, are the utmoft that can be expeéted from this ftate in the 
way of cenfure or punifhment. 


As thy difpatches intimate, that the king feems difpofed to make 
a trial, whether Athens or Sparta will fet the higheft price on his 
friendfhip, we have not thought it prudent to infift, that ARTA- 
PHERNES fhould be permitted to continue his journey to Lacedz- 
mon, becaufe it would infallibly have been refufed, and muft have 
alarmed the republick with jealoufies, that all the propofals which 


have 


BO ," ya x 


es ——~83, — > ———~ 910 a 8 on a a ic a ‘ i . . = , thy Ss; D 
$60. D0, D806, D 2907, D8, BD $009, GB S03, 2009, "984, S009, DS "0p, SH "Soo, S00, D2, BD 9, D909, D “00 DP 0, Sos St” Wit 


AD REDE NA Net £2. Eo E BS 423 


have pafled between us, were only intended to difguife the real de- ee ae 
figns of our monarch, to conclude a league to their prejudice with W——_ 
the Peloponnefian allies. The flighteft circumftance is fufficient 
to raife fufpicions here, which the greateft management and pru- 
dence cannot afterwards, without difficulty, allay; and there are 
feveral who, out of an inveterate hatred to Perfia, and vehement 
defire of peace, lofe no occafion to keep up the old prejudices, though 
at the prefent juncture the generality of the people begin to enter- 


tain more favourable impreflions towards us. 


We likewife confidered, that if, as thou informeft us, an exprefs 
is on the road, with fuller powers to the Lacedezmonian embafladors, 
it becomes unneceflary to carry on a negotiation at Sparta; fince 
ARTAXERXES will, more confiftently with his own dignity and con- 
venience, have the offers of that republick brought home to him, and 
be able to treat upon them within the walls of his palace, where 
bufinefs is tranfatted with far greater fecrecy and difpatch, than 
amidft the uncertainties and tumults of thefe popular governments. 
Upon thefe confiderations, ARTAPHERNES and myfelf prefume to 
hope, that the king will pardon our boldnefs in tranfgrefling his fa- 
cred orders, when, according to the beft of our judgments on the 
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fpot, the carrying them into execution muft have proved prejudicial 


to his fervice. 


I am not furprized, that in your intelligence from Lacedemon, 
the ftop which has been put to ARTAPHERNES’s journey is attri- 
buted to the malice and curiofity of CLzEoN. ‘That republick would 
be glad to incenfe the court of Sufa againft one, whom they con- 
fider as their mortal enemy, and revenge upon him the difappoint- 
ment they lie under, in not having the reft of Greece witnefles to 


the honour done them by a Perfian embaffy. I need not mention 
to 
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ee to thee, how apt thofe at a diftance are to refine on every unforefeen 
yy event, and to judge from appearances, which are often deceitful. 
Neither the fufpicions, with which you tell me the court abounds 
upon this occafion, nor the accounts from Sparta, nor my own fur- 
ther enquiries here, give me any caufe to change my opinion of the 


true fpring of this accident, as laid open in my laft difpatch. 


The people are come to a refolution, after fome debates, that em- 
bafladors fhall be forthwith fent to the Perfian court; and EpIGENEs, 
of the tribe Ajantis; Hipponicus, of the tribe Cecropis ; and Hy- 
PERBOLUS, of the tribe Erechthis, were in the next affembly chofen 
to execute that commiffion. 


The farft of thefe, in whofe hands the fecret feems moft likely to 
be lodged, isa firm friend and partizan of CLEON’s, who generally 
employs him to prepare the minds of the people for any project, 
which is afterwards defigned to be laid before them in form. His 


manner of {peaking is plaufible, flowing, and pointed, and chiefly 
remarkable for being always adapted to conciliate the affections of 
his hearers, and leave an impreffion behind it, by giving ‘fome new 
and ingenious turn to the debate. Nor is his addrefs in private con- 
verfation accounted inferior to his publick eloquence: he is happy at 
finding out expedients to overcome difficulties, and equally ready at 
creating them, when he is not inclined to facilitate matters. He is 
never at a lofs for a fmart or proper reply, and foon finds out the 
means of infinuating himfelf into the good opinion of thofe with 
whom he has any bufinefs to tranfaét, and brings them over to his 
fentiments, without appearing to impofe upon their judgments. 
The integrity of Ep1GENeEs is by no means fo univerfally acknow- 
Jedged as his abilities; he was never reckoned a flave to his word, 
and is immoderately attached to profit, having raifed one of the 

largeft 
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largeft fortunes in the city, which he makes no hafte to fpend,) tle hy 
from the office of colletor of the tribute amongft the iflands, and teeny 
from the prefents which he receives from the allies for recommend- 
ing their caufes to the people. He has one paflion, which renders 
him a very proper negotiator of an alliance between us and his ftate, 
which is an implacable averfion to the Lacedezmonians, amongft 
whom he received fome particular fubject of offence, when he was 
embaflador at Sparta, before the war broke out. HypErsouus, an 
Athenian of a bold licentious wit, told him not long ago, that “ he 
“« found their iron money too weighty to be carried away, and has 


‘© hated them on that account ever fince.”’ 


Hipponicus boafts his defcent from HARMopIvUsS and AriIs- 
TOGITON, but cannot value himfelf upon inheriting many of their 
virtues.. His intentions towards the publick are not efteemed bad, 
but his judgment is exceflively weak, and his pride little inferior to 
his want of genius; fo that with a great number of dependants, 
and a moft plentiful eftate, he is a very ufelefs member of the com- 
monwealth. He was in a conftant oppofition to the meafures of 
PERICLES; and the laughers aver, it was for no other reafon, but 
that being a defcendant of the patriots who deftroyed the ufurpation 
of PisisTRATUS, he thought himfelf obliged to a& againft one who 
was faid to refemble that tyrant. CLEON, by flattering his vanity, 
and affecting to pay the utmoft deference to his opinion, has gained 
the entire afcendant over him, and pitched upon him, as a fit perfon 
to maintain the dignity of the embafly, by his fplendid manner of 
living. In this, no one here can pretend to equal Hipponicus ; 
and, together with his family, it is the only means by which he 
preferves any credit with the people. Our friends imagined, that 
the politenefs and gaiety of CLorus would mix very well with the 
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W———. and propofed it to him to appear as a candidate. He was tranfported 


at the offer, talked of nothing but the honour he fhould enjoy in 
being perfonally known to a minifter of thy fame and abilities, and 
redoubled his complaifance to ARTAPHERNES, from whom he prefled 
for letters of recommendation to the principal fatraps. But his fe- 
licity proved of fhort duration ; for Nrcras, not finding his ftrength 
fufficient to prevent the embaffy, made a brifk puth to get in at leaft 
one of CLEON’s enemies, which occafioned the choice of HyPeEr- 
BOLUS to complete the number. This man is defcended from the 
dregs of the people; his father was a branded flave, and himfelf ftill 
carries on the trade of a lamp-maker.. The meannefs and profligacy 
of his manners are equal to the bafenefs of his origin. He has had 
the good fortune to rife into credit with the people without a fingle 
quality to deferve the meaneft office in the republick; but they are 
pleafed with the freedom and feverity of his abufe, and make ufe of 
him to check the forwardnefs and extravagance of CLEON, and 
fpirit up the caution and timidity of Nicias. He is unconcerned 
at the worft things that can be faid of him, and is alike carelefs of 
glory, and infenfible of fhame. He profefles to oppofe every mea- 
fure which CLEON recommends; and is confequently a warm ftickler 
for a peace with Sparta, and declares he accepts this office out of no 
other view, than to difappoint the defigns of fuch as would betray 
for lucre the common intereft of Greece, and the honour of Athens, 
to the ancient and natural enemies of both. 


I doubt not, when you have him at Sufa, that methods may be | 
found to remove his prejudices; but at firft you muft be upon your 
guard againft his violent behaviour, his {cheming head, and his ma- 
licious heart. 


Thou 
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Thou wilt fmile, noble Scribe, when I tell thee, that CLEON ela ontae 
found none of his arguments made fo deep an impreffion on the V-~——_J 
people as an oracle, which he pretended the Athenian deputies, 
who are juft returned from the annual folemnity at Delos, had re- 
ceived from the high-prieft of Apotto there. It is to the following 
effet: “ When the birds of Minerva and Jove neftle together, 

* then fhall the owl ride upon the dolphin’s back, and the branches 
“ of the olive-tree over-fhadow the earth.” 


As this oracle is interpreted to fignify the increafe of the Athe- 
nian power and commerce by their union with Perfia, the people 
have it perpetually in their mouths ; and tell you, that the anfwers 
of the Delian god excel thofe which he delivers at his Delphick 
fhrine, in certainty and clearnefs. 


After all, I may well impute the weight, which is at prefent laid 
here upon the king’s friendfhip, to the fingular addrefs, capacity, 
and zeal of ARTAPHERNES, who has gained, in the fhort time 
{ince his arrival, more perfonal efteem and credit with thofe who 
direct the counfels of Athens, than any foreigner was ever known 
to acquire. I refer myfelf to his difpatches for feveral material 
points, and fhall conclude by afluring thee, that the embafladors will 
fail with the firft fair wind for Ephefus, as foon as their inftructions 

are ready, which the aflembly is now bufied in preparing. 


124 


NOTE by the TRANSLATOR. 


From the abrupt manner in which thefe Letters conclude, the reader will be led to 
imagine, and perhaps to lament, that they have fhared the fame fate with many 
other valuable remains of antiquity, in not being handed down to us undefaced by 
the injuries of time and barbarifm. The judicious MesHosas is ftrongly of opinion, 
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that fome epiftles relating to the latter part of this collection are loft; particularly 
thofe which muft have been written during the time that intervened between the elec- 
tion of the embaffadors, and their embarking for Ephefus. 


He likewife affures us, that, Se his moft accurate inquiries, he has 
never been able to difcover what became of CLEANDER, after the departure of Ar- 
TAPHERNES; and leaves it as an uncertain point, whether he took that opportunity of 
returning in his patron’s train, and {pent the remainder of a philofophical life in cul- 
tivating his Lydian farms, and enjoying the agreeable fociety at Taoces; or whether 
he continued to tranfaé the Perfian bufinefs at Athens, in the quality of a private 
agent fome years longer. 


The Tranflator is, however, inclined to think, (with the learned Jew,) that the 
former is the moft probable fuppofition ; fince the diforders, which broke out in all parts 
of the empire upon the death of ArTaxeRxes, muft have drawn off the attentioa 
of the Perfians from Grecian politicks, and added to the ftrong paflion which CxE- 
ANDER has, in many of his letters, exprefled for retirement and quiet, by making it 
uneafy and unfafe for him to aét, amidft fuch frequent changes of princes as well as 
minifters, and fuch a flu€tuating confufed flate of affairs. It may not be improper 
to lay before the reader an exaé ttanflation of the account given by THucypipEs 
(book iv.) of the feizure and difmiffion of ARTAPHERNES; which will ferve as a re- 
markable inftance, to prove, how much his fhort and imperfeét narratives of negotia- 
tions, and civil matters, are cleared up and enlarged by the additional circumftances 
and facts recorded in the Athenian Letters. 


“« In the beginning of the winter, AristipEs, the fon of Arcurppus, one of the 
** commanders of the fquadron fent to levy contributions, feized at Eione upon the 
«< Strymon, a Perfian named ARTAPHERNES, who was on his journey to Sparta with 
«a commifhion from the king. He was brought to Athens; and his papers being 
‘¢ tranflated out of the Affyrian tongue, were found to be addreffed to the Lacedz- 
‘« monians, and contained, among other particulars, that the king was at a lofs to 
** know their intentions ; for, though they had fent feveral embaffadors to him, none 
“ of them agreed in making the fame propofals. If they meant to deal fincerely 
with him, he defired they would difpatch his. minifter back to him with fome citi- 
“© zeus of their own. The Athenians foon after fent embaffadors. to the Perfian 
‘* court, accompanied by ARTAPHERNES, who, when they arrived at Ephefus, learnt 
“ the news of ARTAXERXES’s death; upon which the embafladors returned home,. 
‘* without profecuting their journey.” 
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HE Tranflator has thrown this Letter, which was found to- 
wards the middle of the collection, at the end of it, as being 
manifeftly {purious. He apprehends it to have been written by the 
Jew, fo much fpoken of in the Preface; nor can he value himfelf 
on difcovering the forgery, becaufe, except we would fuppofe CLE- 
ANDER to have been particularly honoured with a prophetick vifion, 
(which the reader will not haftily credit,) it cannot be regarded as 
genuine. ‘The performance feems intended to compliment the new 
philofophy, in which our learned MesHosAB may be fuppofed to 
have informed himfelf ; and in that light, (to do him jutftice,) is not 
without art or ingenuity. He probably thought this the moft ele- 
gant way of introducing fuch a compliment, as extravagant flights 
of fancy in allegorical dreams or fables, are agreeable to the tafte of 
the Rabbi’s, and the manner of the Talmud. One might infift, if it 
were neceflary, on the difference to be obferved in the very air of 
the compofition from the reft of the whole book; how much it reads 
in the Spanifh with the eafe and grace of an original, while the 
Letters, that are of undoubted authority, carry along with them 
that ftiffnefs, which is infeparable from the pureft tranflations. But 
the Editor cannot flatter himfelf, that the difference he is {peaking of, 
will be felt by the Englifh reader, as he is confcious that the mean-. 
nefs of his own verfion has reduced them to the fame level. 
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shagcs haft had frequent fpecimens of my manner of philfophiz- 

ing; but no enquiry was ever ended fo remarkably, as one 
which employed me laft night. I was preparing a few thoughts for 
thee upon the origin and meaning of that worfhip, which has been 
paid to Vesta, confidered in the capacity both of Earth * and Fire”, 
The queftion was perplexed with fuch difficulties, that at laft I de 
{paired of unravelling it, and retired to my couch. I little appre- 
hended any extraordinary impreffions from the fpeculation, but foon 
found it engaged me in my fleep; and when the morning brings 
with it the purer vilions, imagination, of its own accord, performed 
in a dream, what I had in vain fought for from the efforts of my 
reafon. The firft part is intelligible, fince it arofe from images with 
which I had juft been converfing; but as thefe wore off, the laft 
part grew wild, and was obfcure to me, whatever the relation of it 
may appear to thy more enlightened underftanding. The foul at 
once unfettered itfelf from the body, and was amufed, either in fan- 
taftick rovings or prophetick fuggeftions. 
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I thought myfelf fuddenly tranfported without the walls of Co- & 
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rinth ° on a plain, where ftood a temple ereéted to the goddefs. Tt eee med 


was in form of a rotunda, with extended porticos, that faced the dif- 
ferent quarters of the world, and ferved as avenues to the body of 
the building, all tending towards it, like radii to the centre of a 
circle. They were fupported by pillars of the moft elegant pro- 
portions, but of the fimpleft order. The walls and cielings were 
not covered with reliefs or fabulous paintings, to catch the eye, and 
conceal defects in the architecture, which from the juftnefs of it 
gave pleafure to the judicious, and without ornament engaged even 
the ignorant fpe€tator in admiring it. I prefled through a crowd 
of people, who were contemplating the outfide, and entered at the 
Faftern * gate, where I perceived the generality went in; for though 
the reft were open, to intimate, that the goddefs gave free admiflion 
to her votaries, yet they were frequented by none. Scarce had I 
made my way into the portico, when one met me, who feemed, by 
a certain air of fuperiority, and the refpe&t which every body paid 
him, to be the prieft of the dome. His face was wrinkled with age, 
but had a dignity and fpirit, which excited veneration. He bore in 
his hand a wand, that geometricians ufed to draw figures in the 
fand. The number three, called the perfe@t harmony, was wrought 
in the fkirt of his garment, which, as it flowed behind him, dif- 
covered fometimes, to my amazement, a golden thigh. By thefe 
marks I knew him for PyrHAGOoRAS. He received me courteoutly, 
and commanded me to follow him. When he faw I was under 
fome confufion at this unexpected civility, and feemed dubious of 
the conditions on which I was to accept it, he aflured me, that he 
would difpenfe with the filence he often impofed on his novices, and 


¢ There was a temple at Corinth dedicated to Vesta. See Pausanias Cor. 
4 Aftronomy and phyficks were firft ftudied and taught in the eaftern countries. 


encouraged 
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encouraged me to difcourfe freely. As we approached the rotunda, 
we fell in with a great number of Chaldean ‘ aftronomers, Agyptian 
priefts, Phoenician failors, and Perfian magi, who were paying their 
oblations to the Deity ; and believe me, excellent SMERDIs, in this 
laft number I obferved a refemblance of thee. 


The image of the Deity was reprefented ‘ fitting, to intimate fta- 
bility. A torch was held in her right hand, and a patera in her 
left ; the one to exprefs her character as the genial heat of the fyftem ; 
the other, that, as the perfon of philofophy, fhe expected continual 
prefents fhould be made to her, becaufe philofophy is the nobleft 


_exercife of the reafon. Before her ftood an altar with fire always 


blazing, and fix prieftefles danced round it in myftick meafures. My 
guide told me, they copied the movements of the worlds on high. 
I put queftions to him, in walking over the temple, concerning the 
antiquity and ceremonies of it. He anfwered, that himfelf had 
raifed it, and that every man was admitted, who had contributed in 
the leaft to the improvement of phyfical knowledge. 


On returning to the eaftern avenue, I was furprized to fee many 
in Grecian habits, in clofe conference * with the Agyptians, and 
particularly with one who ftood near the rotunda, and held a volume 
under his arm. They told me his name was HERMES TRISME- 
cistus. Afterwards they repaired to the weftern door, and came 
up in form with their offerings to the goddefs. The firft was 
THALEs ", whom PyTHaGorAs received with much regard, and 


* In this vifion the progrefs of philofophy is marked from the earlieft ages to our 
own times. 


The fymbols are drawn from the accounts of antiquity. 


® It is well known, that the Greek philofophers ufed to travel into Egypt, to re- 
ceive the inftruCtions of the priefts, 


» 'THALEs was the mafter of Pyruacoras. 
made 
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made him a low obeifance, as to his mafter. He advanced to the LETTER 
te, 


LXXx. 


altar, and out of a cup, which he brought with him, made a liba- —.——J 


tion, which damped the flame of it; and on inquiry I found it to 
be water. The prieftefles were in a good deal of confternation, but 
the thing proved of no confequence. His great merit in other re- 
{pects was admitted as an excufe for his conceit, that “ water was 
“ the firft principle of all things ;’’ which he defended with a good 
deal of wild ingenuity. The next who appeared were ANAXI- 
MENES': and Metron ‘; the one laid a gnomon or dial, and the 
other a calendar on the fhrine. PyTuAcoras feemed pleafed with 
their offerings ; and I took notice, through the whole of the fcenery, 
that the experimental philofophers were more acceptable than the 
fyftematical reafoners. After this, DEMocritus ' came forward 
with one of his followers, with whofe name and perfon I was 
unacquainted. He laughed exceedingly at THALEs as he pafled 
by; and when he came to the image, compofed himfelf with 
difficulty, and threw down an heap of fand. The aflembly cried 
out to him, that he had fixed the ridicule on himfelf. ‘This only 
increafed his diverfion, and he immediately went away with his 
pupil. Pyruacoras declared, “ he was glad to be well rid of 
“ them, adding, that he was more averfe to the fcholar ™ than the 
“ mafter; fince I have objections to him, (faid he,) not only as a 
“ maintainer of the atomick fcheme, and a contemner of the god- 
« defs; but as one who, though he lives upon legumes himfelf, 


i AnAxrmENEs was the firft who brought a dial into Greece, and put it up at 
Sparta to the aftonifhment of that people. 

k Meron was the firft who reduced the Greek calendar into method. He lived 
towards the beginning of the Peloponnefian war. 

1! See Letter xxvii. 

m Eprcurus, a philofopher of great temperance in his own manners, but whofe 
principles have been thought to lead to very hurtful confequences. His followers 
were generally remarkable for their debauched and luxurious way of living. 
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sp a “ teaches others to have an ae feat fondnefs for flefh.”’ As 
Leemeeed foon thefe withdrew, ANAXAGORAS" appeared, who, notwith- 
ftanding he denied the divinity of Miruras, had more honours 
paid him, than the moft f{trenuous aflertor of it among the magi in 
the eaftern avenue. Iwas going to have expoftulated with the prieft 
on this manifeft partiality, but was called off to other objects. For 
on cafting my eyes to the weftern entrance, I thought I faw my friend 
SocrATES° look inupon us: he turned away prefently with an air 
of irony and banter. He feemed to have two difciples with him ; 
the one” followed by his mafter; and the other’, having accom- 
panied him a little while, ftepped back, and vifited the temple. His 
fellow called after him, and rebuked him, but he gave no attention. 
to it. He feemed habited with much oftentation, and had a majefty 
in his gait and manner that was almoft theatrical. Many thronged 
about him, and endeavoured to recommend themfelves ; ; but it was 
remarkable, that one * of his pupils, who had a rough bold appear- 
ance, yet whofe demeanour befpoke a good deal of fmartnefs and 
fenfe, preffed rudely by him, and. pretended, that he had a better 
right to the general approbation. Inftead of obferving (what I na- 
turally expeCted from this event) indignation in the faces of thofe 
who beheld it, I found moft people were not diffatisfied ; and that the - 
man, by a plaufible fubtilty in his way of talking, foon captivated 
the underftandings and affections of thofe who heard him. At laft 


* See Letter xxxviil. He was accufed at Athens for impiety; having afferted the 
fun to be a mafs of fire, no bigger than the Peloponnefus. 


° Socrates had a contempt for phyfical fcience, and applied himfelf to morals, as 
being much more certain and important. 


P XeNopHON and PLato. The former was a ftrict follower of his mafter, and 
ufed to complain of the latter, that he deviated from the maxims of Sone They 
had on this account a great averfion to one another. 


4 ARISTOTLE, who took a pleafure to contradiét Piao his mafter, and differ from 
him in his writings. 


his 
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his friends begun to make fuch a noife, that Pyruacoras thought 
it quite indecent. He reminded them, “that the glory of the 
** goddefs was advanced by filence and contemplation, not ' fophiftry 
“* and difpute ;”’ and protefted he would turn them every one out of 
the dome, if they would not be quiet. As to the perfon to whom 
the indignity was offered, he feemed inclined to turn back again, 
and find out Socrates. Accordingly, after converfing with fome 
of the geometricians*, he was preparing to go out; but PyTHAGo- 
RAS {topped him at the door, and recommended him to four of his 
followers, who opened to him the myfteries of that philofophy. He 
then left us, nor appeared a fecond time amongft us. - I obferved, 
during the whole of this time, that the weftern portico was every 
inftant more and more crowded with the worfhippers of the goddefs. 
Some entered with difletions of plants and animals, others with 
catalogues of the ftars, others with fpheres; all which they of- 
fered to the image. In the company of thofe who walked about 
with white wands, and were often intent on the fchemes they drew 
upon the ground, I could not avoid taking notice of a perfon who 
had a cone and cylinder in one hand, and a pully in the other. I 
heard him fay‘, “if he had a proper place to ftand in, he would 
«© move the earth.” Not long after, there came in one“ of a fine 
prefence and graceful mien, with a laurel-wreath upon his head, and 
a robe of a new and particular fafhion, which hung loofely from 


t The Ariftotelian way of difputation has more obftructed the progrefs of fcience, 
in the opinion of lord Bacon, than any other caufe which can be affigned. 

* PLato was fond of geometry, and the powers of numbers. Though he profeffed 
to take in all parts of fcience, yet he applied himfelf chiefly to morality. He was 
inftru@ted in the Pythagorean philofophy by Acrion, Timzus, ARCHYTAS, and 
Evuryrus, who were of that fect. 

t A celebrated faying of ARCHIMEDES at the fiege of Syracufe, when he deftroyed 
the Roman hips, by raifing them into the air with a vaft engine. 

« Junius Czsar, who reformed the calendar. 
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LETTER his left fhoulder. Every body made way for him, and expetted 
bee that he would have paid fome refpe& to the moft diftinguifhed in 
the crowd, as he pafled up to the Rotunda; but he {poke to nobody _ 
except MrTon ; then addrefled himfelf to the altar, prefented a new 


calendar, and walked out again. 


While I was exprefling my furprize to Py ruacoras at the fight 
of this extraordinarny perfon, methought the whole aflembly va- 
nifhed* on the fudden. We found ourfelves deferted and alone. 
On looking out towards the plain, a new temple appeared on the 
other fide, built much after the manner of PyrHacoras’s, and 
defigned to rival it. A great crowd was gathered about it, and all 
men went into it. Curiofity difpofed me to vifit it; but my phi- 
lofophick guide was exceedingly averfe to the propofal, and would 
have difluaded me from it. “ I am not willing (cried he) you fhould 
“‘ give countenance to popular errors; and be affured, that while 
“ this fabrick ftands the teft of many ages, and engages the vene- 
“ ration of wife pofterity, that will fall into decay and ruin.” When 
L arrived at the dome, I could hardly make my way into it for the 
numbers that furrounded it, and filled the avenues and precinéts of 
it. As foon as I got near enough to the goddefs, I difcerned, that - 
the place was confecrated to VEsTA in the capacity of earth, An 
altar of turf ftood before the image, which was, as in the other temple, 
reprefented fitting. Seven priefteffes attended it; but their ’ dance 
was fo extremely confufed and irregular, that I could not help fay- 
ing to one who was near me, “ there was neither grace nor har- 
‘‘ mony in their motion,” The chief prieft, who overheard me, 


* In the barbarous ages, when the Ptolemaick fyftem was moft univerfally credited, 
the writings and opinions of the ancients were almoft forgotten. 


¥ The cycles and epicycles of Protemy. He appeared under AN'ronrinus PuIno- 
SOPHUS, and was a famous geographer and aftronomer in Alexandria. 


and 
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and had taught them the perplexed figures which they moved in, LETTER 
exprefled fome anger at my freedom, and would have put me out of —~——— 
countenance, had I not been fupported by a king’, who came far 
from the weft, and declared publickly, ‘ If he had been confulted 
** on the plan both of the building and the dance, he would have 
** contrived much better.” The moft devout worfhipper was a fa- 
trap * of Babylon, followed by a great number of Arabians, who 
were equally admirers of the prieft, and votaries of the Deity, with 
himfelf. I obferved about this time a very extraordinary perfon, 
dreffed in a plain white habit, tied round his body with a rope, his 
head covered with a veil or hood, which, on the veil’s being thrown 
back, dazzled my eyes, as it were made of brafs*. He pryed with 
the minuteft exa¢ctnefs into every corner of the temple, and dif- 
dained to be content with the information which the ordinary at- 
tendants would have afforded him. This behaviour raifed great jea- 
loufy and great admiration. In his right hand he held pieces of 
eryftal cut into various forms; in his left, a few fpecimens of dif- 


2 ArpHonso, king of Caftile, who is reported to have faid, on being inftruéted in 
ProLemy’s aftronomy, that had Gop confulted him at the creation, he could have 
contrived a much fimpler fyftem. 


* ALMAMON, Caliph of Babylon, who caufed ProLemy’s works to be tranflated into 
Arabic, about the eleventh century. 


b The reader will prefently find, that this defcription is meant for Friar Bacon, 
who had a very inventive and inquifitive genius, in an age of blind ignorance and 
fubjeGtion to the authority of great names. He was vulgarly taken for a conjurer 
and magician, becaufe he knew more of the wonders of nature than other men. 
The ftories of the brazen head, which gave articulate founds, are unqueftionably 
fabulous. He wrote of vifion, of optical glafles, of chemiftry, &c. He had fome 
faith in aftrology, but much more qualified and philofophical than that of the gene- 
rality who have been’ devoted to it. Pope Nicnoxas the IVth, by the inftigation of 
the monks of BAcon’s own order, put him under clofe confinement, from which he 
was fet at liberty by the means of feveral noble perfons. It is very probable, from 
fome paflages in his works, that he was the inventor of gunpowder. 
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LETTER ferent kinds of minerals. He was defirous to approach the altar, 


CLXXX. 


L——— and made towards it, that, as he faid, he might contemplate at lei- 


fure the rites of it, and the influence which the charms of the 
priefteffes had in engaging ° every fpectator to the worfhip of the 
Deity. By this time the freedom of his f{pirit had gained him ene- 
mies. They applied themfelves to keep him as near the door, and as 
far from the recefles of the temple as they could; and in a moment I 
heard a confufed, fenfelefs, and unintelligible murmur of necromancy, 
magick, enchanter; and many perfons, exactly habited in the fame 
manner with himfelf, whifpered much flander of him amongft the 
crowd. Some expreffed the greateft abhorrence of him on account 
of thefe fuggeftions; others were fo filly, as both to believe, that he 
was {killed in divination, and to be pleafed with hearing it. They 
propounded curious queftions to him, and fecretly aimed to be in- 
ftructed by him in the art. He took great pains to explain and vin- 
dicate at large his condud, yet to no purpofe. I then faw the chief 
prieft of this fpurious temple command. one, who ftood near him, 
and was much diftinguifhed by his favour, to go and bind in chains 
the man who had created fo much attention, and difturbed the fervice 
and devotion of the place. He, who had been thus commanded, 
executed his office with a fuitable feverity. He wore a rich prieftly 
garment and a {carlet cap. To his girdle was fixed a bunch of keys, 
which, as I thought, belonged to the feveral gates and doors of the 
Rotunda. I felt a very hearty compaflion for the fate of the un- 
happy perfon, which prompted me to walk towards him, and admi- 
nifter fome comfort. But on talking with him, I found that a juft 
refentment had poffefled him very ftrongly ; for he proceeded even 
to menaces, and told me, that, by “ JupirerR, he knew of a certain 


6¢ 


combuftible matter, which, if properly applied, would tear the 


© Aftrology, which is produétive of the worft fuperftition, was derived from, and 
chiefly purfued during the credit and cultivation of the falfe aftronomy. 


“< temple 
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“ temple from its foundations, and bury the prieft with his Vefta in 
** the ruins of it.” Others came up, who releafed him, and imme- 
diately retired in precipitation with one*, whom I underftood to be 
his difciple and intimate fellow-labourer. Some time after, the 
dome gave a loud and dreadful-crack: the aflembly had for the moft 
part warning and leifure to retire, but on its fall the prieft and god- 
defs were never heard of more. 


I could not, in my own mind, acquit this ftranger with the brazen 
head, (for whom I almoft began to entertain as much refpeet, as for 
my friend with the golden thigh,) of having a principal fhare in pro- 
ducing this event. However, I forbore to fay what I knew of it, 
and haftened back to PyTHAGORAsS’s temple with the multitude, 
where I was amazed on my return to find the moft confiderable 
philofophers, who were before in the weftern avenue‘, again mak- 
ing their appearance in it. And now great numbers, who were re~ 
ceived with peculiar honours, came in from a quarter where I leaft 
expected them, the northern portico. They were habited in an 
uncouth manner, and wholly unlike any thing I have feen either in 
Perfia or in Greece. The firft‘ made a merit of that which I had 
been careful not to charge on any one; and indeed took away my 
fufpicions of the man who had been fettered in the other temple, by 
recommending himfelf for having endeavoured to draw the many 
from the worthip of the pretended Deity, to revive the honours of 
the true. He defcribed the feveral arts he had ufed, to undermine 


¢ Tyomas Buncey, a Francifcan friar, the follower and companion of RocER 
Bacon. 
e Alludes to the reftoration of the antient philofophy and writings. 


§ When Copernicus appeared in the thirteenth century, the fyftem of ProLemy 
loft its reputation. He was the reftorer of the Pythagorean opinion, that the fun is 


in the centre, 
and 
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and deftroy that temple with fuccefs. PyTHacoras received him 
affe€tionately, and admitted him into a partnerfhip of the priefthood 
for his extraordinary fervices. The next * who came forward laid a 
telefcope at the foot of the altar. ‘The third", who had a good deal 
of pride and haughtinefs in his manner, was employed to delineate 
the motions of the heavenly bodies on the roof of the Rotunda. 
He afterwards talked to PyTHacoras about reconciling the wor- 
fhip of the two temples, but the propofition was reje€ted with con- 
tempt. The fourth ' was drefled in a foldier’s habit. He carried 
in his hand a double cube, and had a rabble of chymifts at his heels. 
As he came up to the altar, he juftled him who had fo rudely preffed 
by his mafter early in the vifion, and a conteft enfued. The fuf- 
frages of the crowd were divided; but the military philofopher hav- 
ing the geometricians on his fide, feemed to get the better in the 
difpute. They were both jealous of their fame, and diligent to can- 
vafs the opinions of the bye-ftanders. At laft one * advanced up to the 
fame avenue, who profefled himfelf not fatisfied with the reafonings 
of either. He wore a gown covered with loops of gold, and in the 


& GaiLeo the inventor of the telefcope. 


» ‘Tycuo Braue the Dane, who lived in the fifteenth century, in a little ifland, 
which the king of Denmark had given him. He is reprefented to have been of a’ 
morofe temper, but a great aftronomer. He fpent twenty years and 5000 dollars in 
making a fphere, on which he had delineated, with the utmoft exaétnefs, the various 
courfes of the planets and appearances of the conftellations at various feafons of the 
year. He has given an accurate defcription of it in his works. “There is a fyftem called 
the Tychonick, defigned to compound the difference between the Ptolemaick and Co- 
pernican. See Huet. 

+ Descartes, who had been a foldier before he turned philofopher, helped to re- 
form the errors, and hurt the credit of AristoTLE, whofe opinions had long been 
the ftandard of {cience. His geometry is much efteemed. He was the inventor of 
the double cube, and a favourite of the chymifts. 


* Lord Chancellor Bacon, who firft opened the method of induétion in philofophy, 
and reafoning from effects to caufes. See his Novum Organum, and his book de dugm. 
Jeientiarum. 
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form and richnefs of his habit differed from the reft. On enquiry, oh aaa 


I found, though he was employed in a publick charaéter in his own @—+\——w 
country, yet he had found leifure, as well as genius and inclination, 
to ftrike into the paths of philofophy, and was defirous to pay his 
homage to the fhrine. At parting, he put a paper into the hands of 
PyTHAGORAS, which was a projeét for the improvement of the 
{ciences. He was fucceeded by another ', who had an afpeét of great 
ferioufnefs and piety, and ufhered in a large tribe of worfhippers. 
He held in his hand an air-pump ", and difcourfed® {trongly with 
PYTHAGORAS, in favour of the paper which had juft been pre- 
fented to him. When I furveyed the train that followed him, I 
could neither count the number of perfons who poured in one after 
another, nor the inventions which they brought with them. Among 
thefe I obferved, that two men ° ftepped up to the veftal, who ftood 
outermoft in the Rotunda, and prefented her with five pages and a 
golden ring. But methought the oddeft figure I faw, was a” perfon 
who entered the temple with a pair of wings upon his back, and, on 


1 Mr. Boye, one of the firft who ftruck into lord Bacon’s way with extraordinary 
fuccefs, and was the beit experimental philofopher that any age has known. He 
attempted an hiftory of the air, and contrived the air-pump. 


m The Jew has a note in this place, where he fays, that for the fake of brevity and 
perfpicuity, he has ufed the modern term air-pump, and in another the word pen- 
dulum; becaufe they are expreffed with much circumlocution in the old Perfick, and 
the things are to be known with difficulty from the particular defcriptions of them ; 
a note plainly intended to imprint a notion of ferioufnefs, and amufe the reader. 


» Alluding to Mr. Boyxr’s treatifes on the ufefulnefs of experimental knowledge, 
which he publifhed at the time of inftituting the Royal Society. 


° Huycens and Cassini difcovered the Satellites and ring of Saturn. 


P Bifhop WiLxins had a ftrong notion, that an art of flying might be invented, and 
ftruck out feveral fchemes for accomplifhing a voyage to the moon. Though he had 
a clear, reafoning, mathematical head, yet he indulged himfelf in conceits of this 
nature. See his Math. Magick, &c. 
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coming near to the altar, eyed a virgin attending one of the prieft- 
effes with fo much tendernefs, that the generality begun to laugh at 
him, and concluded his gravity had a great mixture of abfurdity. 
What made it the more ridiculous was, that every one underftood 
fhe was not to be come at, and had made a vow of chaftity. Thofe 
who knew him better, faid, he was a man of fenfe, and truly de- 
voted to the goddefs. The next who drew my attention, drew like- 
wife the eyes and admiration of all prefent. He had fuch a modefty 
in his deportment, that while he blufhed to receive thofe honours, 
which were paid to his merit, he put envy and detraGtion out of 
countenance. ‘The geometricians went in a body to meet him; and 
it was remarked, that he paid a particular refpect to one of them %, 
to whom he owned himfelf greatly obliged. ‘The two contend- 
ing philofophers were the only men unhappy in his prefence; they 
united on this occafion, and went out together. As the northern 
genius came forward, PyYTHAGORAS entreated him to accept his 
office in that temple, as more worthy of it. He declined it, and faid, 
* he was fenfible, that thefe favours much exceeded the meafure of 


“ his deferts. He could with, therefore, that an intimate friend 


“ of his might fhare in them, from whom he had received many 
*¢ lights,- and who would yield to nobody in that affembly, either 
“* for the zeal or the fuccefs of his enquiries after truth.” | Imme- 
diately PyrHAGORAS led up one’, who prefented a magnet, and a 
bag of winds; of which laft, I was told, he better underftood the 
management than either ULysszs* or his companions. This ex- 
cellent perfon then advancing himfelf towards the goddefs, laid a 


1 Sir Isaac NEWTON was a great admirer of Euciip. 


* Dr. Hatiey. See his Theory of the Magnet and of the Winds in the Philofo- 
phical TranfaCtions. 


5 See the X. B. Hom. Opyss, 
chryftal 
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chryftal prifm‘ and a pendulum at her feet. The image nodded, L pt 
and the flame on the altar burnt brighter. In that inftant I ima- (ona 
gined I faw Socrares among his attendants. I accofted him im- 
mediately, and afked what had induced him to enter the temple now, 
when he had paffed by it before with difdain. He anfwered, ‘ All 
“ truths are connected. This great man has carried natural know- 
“ ledge to fuch an height, that I am convinced the bounds of moral 
“ philofophy muft be extended in proportion.”  « Surely, (faid I 
** to myfelf, in rapture and aftonifhment,) we have caufe to regret 
“© the unmeafurablenefs of art, and the fhortnefs of life, which con- 
*“ tribute equally to conceal from us thefe amazing difcoveries. 
“ There has not been wanting induftry or genius in our times; but 
“ we poflefs thefe inftruments of fcience in vain, if what the reafon 
“* of one age approves, the reafon of another condemns; and if it 
** be the will of the great ORoMAspEs, that truth fhould be rather 
“« ftumbled on by accident, than found upon fearch. We have a 
“contempt for the low attainments of ancient days; and yet our 
“ fucceflors will ftill more juftly laugh at us, for giving credit to 
“* the water of THALES", and the atoms of DemocriTUS “, when, 
ce by 


* The one alluding to his difcoveries in opticks; the other to his grand principle 
of gravitation. . 


“ Sir Isaac NewTon feems, in different parts of his life, to have entertained cone 
jectures, not unlike the two different principles on which the fyftems of Tues and 
Democritus were founded, though conceived and exprefled much more intelligibly 

_ and philofophically. Ina letter to Mr. OLDENBURGH, dated January 25, 1675-6, he 
has thefe remarkable words: ‘¢ The frame of nature may be nothing: but various con- 
** textures of etherial {pirits condenfed as it were by precipitation, fomething after 
“* the manner that vapours are condenfed into water, or exhalations into groffer fub- 
‘* ftances, though not fo eafily condenfible; and after condenfation wrought into va- 
“* rious forms, at firft by the immediate hand of the Creator, and ever fince by the 
‘* power of nature, who, by virtue of the command, increafe and multiply, became 
** a complete imitator of the copies fet her by the protoplaft. Thus may all things 
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“ 


by the affiftance of a few rational principles, and rational men, 
‘ they fhall have opened a field of knowledge to be perpetually 
enlarged by experience; in which every one of common {fenfe, 
and common obfervation, may be ufeful ; where the fenfualift may 
find fomething that will promote his pleafures, and the virtuous 
“ can find nothing that is unworthy of his labours.” This ftrain of 
eloquence difturbed my reft, and broke the agreeable vifion. 


wv 
“ 


“ 
Lad 


vr 
nw 


Excellent SMERDIS, vouchfafe to unfold the hidden meaning of 
what I have related. If the whole be chimerical, and arofe from 
the fumes of indigeftion, and a difordered ftate of body, permit 
me at leaft to fay, that my fleeping thoughts are much better than 
my waking ones. But if it was prefented to my fancy by thofe 
genii who haunt the flumbers of the pious, and poffefs the mirror 
of futurity, I fhall think myfelf the moft highly favoured of man- 


kind. 
es 


“ be originated from ether,” &c. In the fecond edition of his Opticks, 1717, ‘to- 
wards the conclufion he expreffes himfelf thus: ‘‘ All bodies feem to be compofed 
“¢ of hard particles; for otherwife fluids would not congeal, &c. and therefore hard- 
“© nefs may be reckoned the property of all uncompounded matter, &c. All 
‘“¢ thefe things confidered, it is probable, that God in the beginning formed mattér 
“¢ in folid, mafly, hard, impenetrable, moveable particles, &c. Thefe primitive par- 
‘¢ ticles being folid, are incomparably harder than any porous bodies compounded of 
«¢ them; even fo hard, as never to break or wear in pieces,” &c. The firft of thefe 
conjectures bears a-refemblance to the water or ether of THaes; the fecond to 
the atomick or corpufcular philofophy of Democritus. 
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A 
eg eS at Athens defcribed, i. 113. 


Acarnania, wnfuccefsful expedition of the 
Spartans and Ambraciots againft, i. 158. 

Accufation, falfe, how punifhed by the laws of 
Egypt, i. 384. Different punifhment of, in 
Perfia, and at Athens, ii. 14. 

Acharnenfes of Ariftophanes, character of, i. 
330. Its plan, 331. 

Acherufia, lake of, near Memphis, account of the 
funeral folemnities performed there, 1. 429. 
Achilles is indebted to Homer for his immor- 

tality, i. 310. 

Acrifius king of Argos, increafes the privileges 
and regulates the laws of the council of Am- 
phictyons, ii. 80. 

Aétion, how regulated on the Grecian ftage, 1. 

¢ 

pee the Corinthian, loft the prize in the 
chariot courfes at the Olympian games, by the 
breaking down of his car, i. 279. 

Adultery in the woman, how punifhed by the 
laws of Aigypt, i. 389. 

A gypt, general idea of the nature and conftruc- 
tion of the hieroglyphical charaCters of, 1. 97. 
An inquiry into the nature of animal worfhip, 
yo4. An apology for the magnificence of 
the tombs and fepulchres, 143. Overflow 
of the Nile, with the ceremony of cutting its 
banks, 186. Different orders in the prieft- 
hood of, 245. The Paftophori, and Neocori, 


247. How pedigrees are preferved: there, 
249. The Cabiri, ibid. Ofiris, 250. In- 
quiry into the mythology of, 289. The 
feftival to Ifis, how celebrated, 343. Temple 
of Vulcan at Memphis, 345. Chronology of 
the kings of, 346. Antient averfion of the 
Egyptians to the fea, accounted for, 347. 
Conquefts and civil inftitutions of Sefoftris, 
349. His fucceffors, 351. Character of the 
Egyptians, 352. Obfervations on the laws 
of, 384. Judicial proceedings of, 390. 
Foundation of the fuperftition in their funeral 
folemnities, 429. ‘The farcical complexion 
of the religious rites of, accounted for, ii. 32. 
Nothing but mythology in the hiftory of, 
prior to Ofiris, 211, The cofmogony of, 
examined by Teafpes a Perfian mage, 222. 
fiigyptians, refleions on the character and 
hiftory of, i. 56. The moft valuable part of 
their learning allegorical, and why, 131. Their 
aftronomical computations, 145. 

/Efchines, a faithful reporter of the doctrine of 
Socrates, il. 332, vote. 

AB jchylus, an improver of the Greek theatre, i. 
360. His play formed on the diftrefs of Xerxes 
and his army, 361. His hiftory and extraordi- 
nary death, 400. Comparifon of, with Sopho- 
cles and Euripides, 403. His tragedy of the 
Perfians, ii. 306. 

LEfculapius, the votive tablets in his temple at 
Cos tranfcribed and ftudied ‘by Hippocrates, 
il. 182. 

AEtolia, unfuccefsful invafion of, by the Atheni- 
ans, li. 35. 83. 

Agis 
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Agis king of Sparta, commands the Peloponnefian 
forces aflembled at Corinth for the invafion of 
Attica, il. 27. 

Abafuerus king of Perfia, in the book of Efther, 
fuppofed from circumftances to be the fame 
prince as Artaxerxes, ii. 62, note; 390, note. 

Alceus, his hiftory, and a chara€ter of his writ- 
ings, 1. 62. 

Alcibiades, the nephew of Pericles, his character, 
i. 76. His good fortune at the Olympian 
games, 280. The beauty of his perfon ferved 
as a model for the Hermz, 318. His account 
of an Athenian difputing club, ii. 202. His 
account of the rife of the Sophifts, 259. His 
fpeech in oppofition to Cleon’s fcheme of ex- 
pences for carrying on the war, 413. 

Alcidas, the Peloponnefian admiral, retreats from 
Mitylene, on its furrender to the Athenians, 
i. 327. Is defeated by the Athenians and 
Corcyreans, 419. 

Alcman, the only Lacedzemonian poet, ii. 76. 

Alexias, phyfician to Artaxerxes king of Perfia, 
cures him of ficknefs by a remedy from Hippo- 
crates, il. 387. 

Allegories, the moft valuable part of the Aigyptian 
learning concealed under them,i. 131. Ufe of, 
in the conveyance of inftruCtion to rude minds, 


i. 314. 

Alpbonj king of Caftile, his opinion of the 
Ptolemaic philofophy, ii. 437, note. 

Altars of the Athenians, the primzval plainnefs 
of, how corrupted by luxury, ii. 379. When 
animals firft began to be flain for facrifices, 

81. 

aes account of his tomb near the lake of 
Gyges, li. 393. 

Amafs king of Egypt, his’ wife laws, i. 392. 
Embellifhes the temple of Ifis at Vais, ii. 30. 
Ambracians, defeat of, by Demofthenes the 

Athenian general, i. 120. 

Amenthes, in the mythology of the Egyptians, 
what, i. 430. 

Amorges, governor of Caria, introduces a Perfian 
garrifon into Caunus, after the attempt of 
Zopyrus on that city, ii. 196, Vindicates 
himfelf againft court calumnies, 235. 

Amphiétyon king of Athens, prevails on the 
refpective ftates of Greece, to form a 
general council for their common interefts, 
known by the name of the Amphi€yonic 
council, or general afflembly of the Grecian 
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ftates, ii. 79. Forms of their meeting and 
tranfacting bufinefs, 80. Oath taken by the 
members, zid. Powers aflerted by the ‘af- 
fembly, 81. 

Amytis, account of the hanging. gardens of, at 
Babylon, i. 27. 

Anacreon the Greek poet, charaéter of him and 
of his writings, i.64. 

Anarchy the corruption of a democracy, more 
dangerous than tyranny the corruption of 
monarchy, i. 398. 

Anatomy, why little underftood by the Greek 
phyficians, ii. 184. 

Anaxagoras, who tranfported the fchool of 
Thales from Miletus to Athens, his hiftory, 
1.93. His peculiar do€trines, 94 

Anaximander, the fucceflor of Thales in the Ionic 
{chool, his hiftory, i. 93. 

Anaximenes, the firft who brought a fun-dial into 
Greece, ii. 433, note. 

Androbius, character of his famous fea-piece, i. 

IQ. 

Ardvalichus the boxer, the maims he received and 
his fate at the Olympian games, i. 276, 

Animal worthip, inquiry into the probable reafon 
of the practice of, among the A‘gyptians,i.105. 
289. ll. 23. 

Antalcidas, the peace of, formed on Cleander’s 
idea of all the Grecian ftates enjoying their 
own laws, il. 347, note. 

Anthemocritus, his tomb near Athens, i. 2 52. 

Antipe, daughter of Diophanes prieft of Jupiter, 
her fudden and peremptory reje€tion of the 
addreffes of Heliodorus, ii. 178. 

Anyfis the blind king of Aigypt, his hiftory,i.351. 

Apis, the oracle of, at Memphis, how confulted, 
and the anfwers returned, i. 345. 

Apollo Alexikakos, the ftatue of, at Athens, upon 
what occafion ereéted, i. 111. 

Apollonides the Coan phyfician, his infamous be- 
haviour to Megabyzus, ii. 6. Is crucified, 48. 

Arabians of Saba, never fubjeéted to a foreign 
power, i. 72. Their pretenfions to fkiil in 
augury, 73. Their religion, zid. 

Arachion of Sparta, the Pancratiaft, {tory of his 
death at the Olympian games, i. 277. 

Arafpes fatrap of Ba€tria, his nuptials with 
Artaminta, daughter of the governor of Sardis, 
defcribed, i. 16. 

Archelaus king of Macedon, his requeft to Euri- 


pides how evaded, i, 403. 
Archias, 
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Archias, a'Theban, goes to confult the Delphic 
oracle on domeftic concerns, ii. 63. 

Archidamus king of Sparta, his herald to Athens 
with terms of pacification refufed admiffion to 
the city, i. 6. Commands the Grecian allies 
warring againft Attica,-19. His fecond in- 
vafion of Attica, 48. Befieges Platea, 117. 
175-192. His death, 305. Was fined for 
marrying a fhort wife, ii. 88. 

Archilochus, the Grecian poet, a charaéter of his 
writings, i. 63. 

Architecture, the happy united effet of the pro- 
portions-of that of Greece, i. 30. 

Archon, the nature of that office in the Athenian 
government explained, i. 204. Their number, 
and refpective charges, 205. 

Ardices, the Corinthian painter, his expedient to 
diftinguith the fexes. of his figures, i. 368.. 

Areopagus, tribunal of, at Athens, account of, i. 


38. The power of, reduced by Pericles, zdid.. 


139. Forms of the court, 206. 

Areopolis, character of the inhabitants, i. 70. 

Argeftes, late governor of Lydia, is involved in 
the treafon of Sacas the eunuch, i. 195. 

Ariazus governor of Sogdiana, his rebellion 
againft Perfia, i. 408. 

Arimanius, the evil being in the Perfian the- 
ology, remarks on the dottrine of, i. 67. 120. 
ii..9. Abfurdity of fuppofing fuch a being, 
10. Figure of, inthe royal palace of Perfe- 
polis, 111. His fuppofed feven thoufand years 
reign over the earth, 197, “ote. His inceflant 
hoftility to man, 316. oe 

Arimafpes, the chief of the Perfian magi, his 
hymn to Oromafdes, i. 44. 

Arifizus of Corinth, heads the Peloponnefian 
embafly to Sitalces-prince of Thrace, i. 82. Is 
with his affociates delivered up to the Atheni- 
ans, 95. who murder them, 102. 

Ariftides, how he undermined the firmnefs and 
tranquillity of the Athenian. government, 1. 


 14sh 
Avifietes, colle€tor of tribute for the Athenians 
at Eione, ftops Artaphernes the Perfian fatrap 
on his way to Lacedemon, and fends him to 
Athens, ii. 402. His motives inquired intO, 406. 
Ariftomenes the Meffenian, his votive fhield in 
the temple of Minerva Chalcizcus why 
deftroyed by the Spartans, ii. 32. His charac- 
ter and hiftory, 327. His extraordinary efcape 
from the cavern into which he was thrown by 
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the Spartans, 329. Inftances of the feverity 
of his virtue, 330. 

Ariftophanes ridicules Cleon in a play called the 
Babylonians, i, 294. Is profecuted by Cleon 
for defamation, in the court of Areopagus, 295. 
His defence, 296. Is employed to write a 
play to difpofe the people to peace, 303. 
Charater of his Acharnenfes, 330. His 
character cenfured, 333. Is vifited by Clean- 
der, ii. 353. Account of his play to fatirife 
Cleon, 354. His juftification of the licen- 
tioufnefs of comedy, 357. Vindicates himfelf 
from the charge of impiety, 359. 

Artabanus,his treafons detected and fuppreffed by 
Megabyzus, il. 3. 

Artabazus governor of Babylon, ftory of his loft 
daughter, i. 100. 

Artaus, the father of Orfames, recalls him from 
his travels to marry him, ii. 69. His vifit at 
Taoces, 362. 

Artaphernes, governor of Lydia, compofes the 
difturbances in that province, i. 78. Is called 
to the court of Perfia to fupply the place of 
Megabyzus in the fupreme council, i. 155. 
His miffion to Sparta, 322. The hopes en- 
tertained from his prefence in Greece, 349. 
Is {topped on the road by the Athenians, and 
fent to Athens, 402. His addrefs in culti- 
vating the efteem of the leading men there,, 
427. 

ee keeper of the Perfian records, joins in 
the cabals of 'Teribazus againft Cleander, ii, 5. 

Artaxerxes king of Perfia, his policy on the event 
of the Peloponnefian war, i. 41. How faved 
from the fury of a tiger in hunting, 79. In- 
tercedes with Sitalces prince of Thrace for the 
liberty of the Peloponnefian embafladors, gs. 
Removes his court from Sulfa, to {pend a 
winter at Babylon,99. His active infpedtion 
into the management of his government, 178. 
His grand proceffion to the camp in the plains 
of Babylon, 180. His plan of education for 
the heir of his empire, 396. His letter to 
Cleander ordering him to repair to Thebes, ii. 
17. Conditions propofed by him for a league 
with Sparta, 156. Character of his fons, 
167. - His letter to Cleon, the Athenian, 232. 
His audietice to the Spartan embafladors, 272. 
His provifion for Cleander, 318. His letter to 
the Spartan government, 324. Is cured of 


illnefs by a remedy from Hippocrates, 387. 
Splendid 
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Splendid celebration of his birth-day, 389. Is 
fuppofed to be the Ahafuerus in the book of 
Efther, 390, note. 

Arthmius of Zelis, his treachery how recorded 
by the Athenians, i. 195. 

Artyphius, the fon of Megabyzus, faves the life 
of king Artaxerxes from a tiger in hunting, 
i. 79. Is fent to repel the incurfions of the 
Cadufians, 80. He fubdues them, tot. 

Afb tower at Ecbatana, the punifhment inflicted 
there on criminals defcribed, i. 335. 

Afpafia, the miftrefs of Pericles, infulted by the 
Megareans, i. 75. Is married to him, ii. 135. 
Her hiftory and character, 132. Her con- 
verfation with Cleander on the female cha- 
rater, and on the treatment of women in 
Perfia, 188. 

Affes, wild, in the Sabzan territories, their fleet- 
nefs, and the method of hunting them, 1. 71. 

Athens, league of, with the Corcyreans, i. 2. Pre- 
parations for the Peloponnefian war, 7. The 
city defcribed, 28. 110. Ceremony of the 
annual interment of thofe who died fighting 
in the caufe of their country, 32. Conftitu- 
tion of the ftate of, 36. ‘Ihe fenate of five 
hundred, 37. ‘The court of Areopagus, 38. 
Indications of the fpreading of a peftilential 
diforder there, 43. Narrative of the famous 
plague of, 48. Lift of the allies of, 51. Severe 
decree of, againft the city of Megara, 73. 
Event of the embafly to Lacedzemon, 88. 
Pericles deprived of his power, 89. The 
Peloponnefian embaffadors to Thrace delivered 
up to them, 95. ‘They are murdered by a 
decree of the people, 102. Pericles is re- 
ftored, and refumes the adminiftration of 
public affairs, 107. How the expences of 
their naval equipments are defrayed, 109. 
The public buildings and ftatues defcribed, 
110. How this ftate was enabled to baffle the 
repeated attacks of the Perfians, 114. Un- 
fuccefsful expedition of the Athenians into 
Thrace, 119. Univerfal forrow occafioned 
by the death of Pericles, 134. A review of 
his public condu&t, 137. A naval victory 
gained over the Corinthians by Phormio, 158. 
Natural propenfity of the Athenians to litera- 
ture and arts, 167. ‘The adminiftration of 
affairs how conducted fince the death of 
Pericles, 176. General character of the 
philofophers of, 182. Affifts Thrace in war 
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againft Macedon, 193. Lawof oftracifm’ de- 
fended, 199. Account of the nine archons 
of Athens, 204. Other magiftrates, 205. 
Their conduct fubjeét to fevere examination, 
206. Forms obferved in the court of Areo- 
pagus, zbid. Other courts, 207, Military 
force of the republic, 222. Education of 
youth, 223. Difcipline of the troops, 225. 
The navy of, 227. Reafons that induced 
Sitalces to conclude a feparate peace with Per- 
diccas king of Macedon, 232. ‘The cities of 
Lefbos confederate to fhake off their depen- 
dance, 233: Clippides fent with a fleet againft 
Mitylene, 234. A veflel ftopped in the Pi- 
rzus conveying intelligence to Mitylene, 235. 
Character of the territory round the city, 251. 
The Lefbians join the Peloponnefian league, 
283. Attica invaded by Cleomenes, 323. ‘The 
Athenian theatre deferibed, 329. The licen- 
tioufnefs of the theatre cenfured, 334. -Firft 
decree againft the Mitylenians, 353. Second 
decree in mitigation of the firft, 358. Caufes 
of the decline of public oratory there, 374. 
Victory of the Athenian and Corcyrean fleet 
over the Peloponnefians, 419. ‘The Athenians 
fend ‘gallies to affift the Leontines, 420. Re- 
newal of the plague, 11. 27. Fruitlefs attempt 
on /Etolia, 35.3. Reportof Callias and Nau- 
ticles of ‘their mifion to the Amphiétyonic 
council, 118. Eftimate of the ravages of the 
plague, 119. Charaéter of the laws of Solon, 
137. Rife and progrefs of the conftitution 
of, 143. The firmnefs and tranquillity of, - 
how undermined by Ariftides, 145. Good 
and ill tendency of the popular privileges of 
cenfuring the great men in the ftate, 148. 
Specimen of this licence, 149. The mini- 
fters of, defended againft a popular de- 
claimer, 150. ‘The port of Pylus feized by 
the fleet, and gallantly defended by Demof- 
thenes, 170. Eager curiofity of the Athenians 
after news, 175. Character of the Athenian 
women contraf{ted with thofe of Ephefus, 194. 
A difputing club formed by young citizens, 
202. Arguments in fupport of the high 
antiquity of the Athenians, 211. Nicias de- 
feats the Lacedemonian fleet before Pylus, 
215. Inftructions to Python their agent at 
Sufa, 216. Difpofition of the principal leaders 
to peace, 217. Arrival of embafladors from 
Lacedemon, 249. ‘Their propofals rejected, 
254, 
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254. Great propenfity of the Athenians to 
augury, 281. Sphacteria reduced, 289. The 
Athenians, why cautious of beftowing perfonal 
honours on victorious commanders, 298. ‘Che 
plan of a commercial treaty fettled with the 
Perfian miniftry, 320. Rejeét another Spartan 
offer of peace, 342. The treaty with Perfia 
concluded, 343. Commercial and nayal policy 
of the Athenians, 369. Remarks on the re- 
ligion of, 374. ‘Their facrifices, 379. ‘I'he 
fources of the wealth of Athens pointed out, 
396. Superftitious regard of the Athenians for 
the inftitutions of Thefeus, and their falfe 
policy, 397. Revenues of Athens, 398. 
Sketch of debates in the aflembly on Cleon’s 
{cheme of expences for the next year, 408. 
Embafladors appointed to the Perfian court, 
424. 

Attic feafts, the diftin€tive excellence of, charac- 
terifed,-1:-12:. 

Augurs, fupported at Athens at the public 
charge, il. 281. 

Aura, the mare of Phidolas of Corinth, a ftatue, 
why erected to her memory, i. 279. 

Axiochus the Athenian, anxiety of his dying mo- 


ments from the dread of extinétion, ii. 332. 


Is comforted by the difcourfe of Socrates, 334. 


B 


Babylon, general defcription of the city of,i. 25. 
Extenfive view of, from the temple of Belus, 
26. Is vifited by the Perfian court, 99. 
Account of Perfian troops encamped in the 
plains of, 178. 

Bacchus, the hymns to, the origin of the Grecian 
ftage, 1. 359. 

Bacon, Friar, his philofophical character, ii. 437. 
note. 

Bacon, Lord Chancellor, his method of philofo- 
phifing, il. 440, note. 

Baéirian {chools, the corruptions of, pointed 
out, i, 229. 

Bellerophon of Euripides, its effects on the 
Athenian audience, i. 402. 

Beltefbazzer the Hebrew, Perfian hiftory of, ii. 
t11. His ftory preferved in fculpture in the 
palace of Perfepolis, 112. 

Belus, extenfive view of the city of Babylon, 
from the lofty fummit of, 1, 26. ‘The obferva- 
tory of, 27. 

VOL, Il. 


Bias, one of the feven contemporary fages of 
Greece, his hiftory and character, 1. 216. 
The wifdom of his precept of behavi- 
our toward friends and enemies, examined, 
217. 

Birds, the flight of, confulted for omens, by the 
Athenians, ii, 283. 

Boat, the punifhment of, in Perfia, defcribed, 1. 
211, note. 

Bocchoris, the Theban, burned alive by Sabacon 
the Ethiopian king of Aégypt, 1. 351. His 
wife laws relative to debtors, 391. 

Beotia, better known for oracles than for wit or 
philofophy, il. 108. 

Boethus, an eminent Carthaginian emboffer, his 
excellence in the art, 1. 371. 

Boxers, the contefts of, at the Olympian games, 
defcribed, i. 276. 

Boyle, Mr. his philofophical character, il, 441, 
note. 

Brahe, Tycho, his character as a philofopher, ii. 
440, mote. 

Brafidas, commander of. the Peloponnefian fleet, 
his engagement with the Athenian fleet under 
Phormio, i. 174. He and Alcidas beaten by 
the Athenians and Corcyreans, 419. His ill 
fuccefs againft Pylus, ii. 172. His character 
and fcheme upon the Athenian fettlements in 
Thrace, 349. 

Bubafius, the face of the country from thence to 
Sais, defcribed, ii. 30. The city of, defcribed, 
31. Sacrifices performed in the temple there, 
22 

Burial of the dead prohibited by the precepts of 
Zerdufht, i. 153. 


Le 


Cabiri of AEgypt, account of, and their temple, 
i. 249. 

Cadufians, make a predatory incurfion into the 
northern parts of Media, 1.79. Are fubdued 
by Artyphius, 101. 

Calendar, Aigyptian, account of, i. 145. 

Cambyfes king of Perfia, his punifhment of a 
corrupt judge, il. 141. 

Carneades, the Athenian admiral, killed in a 
naval engagement with the Syracufians, ii. 84. 

Caffandra, expofition of the ftory of, i. 313. 

Caftalian fountain at Delphi, its fuppofed mineral 
qualities, 11. 103. 
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Cataraés, made on the Tygris and Euphrates, 
and from what motives, i. 23. Some of them 
removed, 70. 

Cataftrophe of a dramatic reprefentation, why it 
ought to be produced by natural means, il. 
303. 

ins why not numerous in the Grecian 
armies, 1. 225. 

Caverns of the magi, in Perfia, the ftrange noifes 
heard in, 1. 85. 

Caunus, {cheme formed by Zopyrus the Perfian, 
of eftablifhing a fettlement there, i. 174. 
He is killed in an hoftile attack of the city, 
196. 

Cecrops king of Athens, his hiftory, ii. 143. 

Cephifophon, why banifhed the Spartan ftate, il. 


ivi 

Gaal of Athens, defcribed, 1. 110. 

Ceres, Eleufinian, the temple of, at Athens, i. 
111. External ceremonies of her myfteries, 
411. Conje€tures as to her myfteries, 413. 

Charicles of Ephefus, his character and recom- 
mendation by Cleander to the Perfian miniftry, 
ii. 123. His journey from Ephefus to Sufa, 
163. 

Chariot courfes at the Olympian games, defcribed, 
1.270. 

Chiftity, female, the intervention of a god con- 
trived to fupport the credit of, i. 316. 

Chelonis, a Spartan captive, deftined for the 
Perfian feraglio, her character, il. 125. 

Chemmis, account of the temple of Perfeus there, 
i. 188. 

Cheres, an ZEgyptian prieft, his account of the 
motive for embalming the dead, i. 431. 

Chilon, one of the feven contemporary fages of 
Greece, his character, i. 218. 

Chlorus, a young Athenian, his vanity, 1. 244. 
His good fortune at the Olympian games, 
280. . 

Chorebus, account of his tomb at Megara, 1. 
254. ' 

Chorus of the Greek theatre, the origin of, 1.359. 

Chremes, a merchant of Chios, apprehended at 
Athens, on fufpicion of managing a treache- 
rous correfpondence with Thebes and Sparta, 
1, obs 

Cpe the champion of the ariftocratical faction 
at Athens, his contefts with Pericles, i. 138. 

Cimon the painter, the firft who varied the 
attitudes of his figures, 1. 368. 
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Cirrheans and Acragalidze, their impious outrages 
punifhed by the council of Amphityons, ii. 
Sr. 

City, the government of, over a ftate, why fac- 
tious and unfteady, ii. 144. Why the cities in 
Attica are not increafed, 397. 

Cleatas, the architect, formed the hippodrome at 
Olympia, one of ‘the curiofities of Greece, i. 
278. 

Cleander, the Perfian agent in the city of Athens, 
his arrival there, i. 1. Retires to Salamis 
during the plague, 47. Is commiflioned by 
Megabyzus to purchafe Grecian curiofities 
for him, 102. Returns to Athens, 106. His 
narrow efcape from being difcovered, by the 
ftoppage of a veflel with his difpatches on 
board, 235. Paintings and fculptures pur- 
chafed by him and fent to Perfia, 318. 
Purchafes the colletion of Pericles, 367. Is 
tried before the archon polemarch on a fufpi- 
cion of a treacherous correfpondence, 381. 
Receives information of fecret enemies in the 
Perfian court, 428. Teribazus the Perfian 
treafurer cabals againft him, ii. 5. Is en- 
trufted by Artaxerxes with a negociation at 
Thebes, 17. Removes thither, 34. Leaves 
Thebes, and goes to Deiphi, 63. Returns 
to Athens, 118. Sends thirty virgins to 
Ephefus, for the Perfian feraglio, 124. His 
juftification of the Athenian minifters againft 
a popular declaimer, 150. His moral and 
religious fpeculations diftinguifhed into the 
efoteric and exoteric, 152, mote. His con- 
ference with Cleon, 240. His anxiety on 
account of the negociation with Cleon, 245. 
Opens his griefs to Smerdis, 246. Advice of 
Smerdis on the occafion, 269. Solicits his re- 
call, from the apprehenfion of being betrayed, 
292. His plot of a tragedy on the ‘ftory 
of Croefus, 310. His fervices rewarded by 
Artaxerxes, 318. His inftructions for the 
management of his 'Timolian villa near Sardis, 
392. Is reconciled to Teribazus, 395. Ob- 
{cure letters from Sappho to, 418. Uncer- 
tainty of his future deftination, 428. Spuri~ 
ous letter from, to Smerdis the mage, re- 
cording a vifion, marking the progrefs of 
philofophy, 430. 

Cleobilus, one of the feven contemporary fages 
of Greece, his precept of behaviour toward 
friends and enemies, oppofed to that of Bias, 

1. 217. 
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1.217. His daughter famous alfo for her 
wifdom, 218. 

Cleomenes, guardian to Paufanias the young 
Spartan king, his invafion of Attica, i. 323. 
Cleon, the opponent of Pericles, his character, 
21. His declamatory charges againft_ him, 
75- Is cenfured for withholding fupplies 
from the Athenian admiral Phormio, 175. 
Governs Athens by a faction fince the death 
of Pericles, 176. His character and manners, 
sbid. ~ Profecutes Ariftophanes in the court of 
Areopagus, for defamation, 294. Is pro- 
fecuted himfelf, and convited of corruption, 
302. Employs a painter to make a caricature 
of Pericles, 320. His fpeech to the people 
on the punifhment of the Mitylenians, 356. 
Foments a profecution of Cleander, 382. He 
and his faction averfe to peace, ji. 218. Is 
propofed to Cleander by Gobryas as a proper 
agent to gain over to the Perfian intereft, 
229. His overtures to the Perfian court, 
230. His conference with Cleander, 240. 
Receives Artaxerxes’s prefent, and clofes with 
the propofals of Cleander, 244. His fpeech 
in the fenate on occafion of the embafly from 
Sparta, 253. Is chofeu general in the room 
of Nicias, 255. He and Demofthenes reduce 
the ifland of Sphacteria, 289. ‘Their letter 
to the fenate and people of Athens, 294. His 
triumphant return to Athens, 340. Promotes 
the commercial treaty with Perfia, 343. His 
profeflions of regard for Artaxerxes, 345. 
Cleander’s remarks on his character, 346. Is 
fatirized by Ariftophanes in a play, 354. His 
conference with Cleander, on Artaphernes 

' being ftopped by the Athenians on his way to 
Lacedzemon, 403. His fpeech in the affembly 
on the neceflary fupplies for the next year, 
aos. His eftimates allowed, 416. Confults 
the oracle at Delos, 427. 

Clinias, the defender of Phidias and Anaxagoras, 
his character, i. 242. His remarks on the 
Olympian games, 280. 

Clinic phyfician, this appellation why given to 
Hippocrates, 11. 182. 

Clippides, commander of the Athenian fleet fent 
again{t Mitylene, hisinftructions, 1.234. His 
unfuccefsful expedition, 260. Blockades the 
city and port of Mitylene, 284. 

Clifthenes, revives and improves the laws of 
Solon, it. 145. 


E xX. 4ST 
Cueph, the name of the god worfhipped by the 


Syenites of Thebais, i. 163 
Comedy, Grecian, the firft inventors of, i. 403. 
Its merit compared with that of tragedy, 404. 


Why harder:to excel in, than tragedy, iid. 


Its licentioufnefs juftified by Ariftophanes, ii. 
oo" 

Commerce, the extenfive political and focial ad- 
vantages of, i. 22. il. 372. 

Commonwealth, how public fpirit arifes in, i. 
197+ 

Copernicus, the reftorer of the Pythagorean fyftem 
of philofophy, ii. 439, mote. . 

Coptos, the antient emporium for Indian and 
Arabian commodities in Aégypt, defcribed, i. 
188, 

Corcyra, the quarrel between the Corcyreans 
and the Corinthians, the origin of the Pelo- 
ponnefian war, i. 2. Sedition in the city of, 
378. The troubles, how quieted, 418. 
TranfaCtions of Sophocles and Eurimedon 
the Athenian admirals there, 291. 

Corinth, origin of the quarrel between the 
Corinthians and the Corcyreans,i. 2. Defcrip- 
tion "of the city, 255.  ‘Theviciiade)ysar 6. 
Character of the Corinthians, 257. ‘Their 
hiftory, 258. Conftitution, fituation, and 
naval ftrength of the ftate, 259. Generous 
treatment of Corcyrean prifoners of war, 378. 
The Peloponnefian forces aflemble there under 
Agis king of Sparta, ii. 27. Speech of the 
Corinthian deputies in the Amphictyonic 
council againft the Athenians, 119. Expedi- 
tion of Nicias to, 342. 

Corn trade, a principal caufe of the Peloponnefian 
war, ll. 150. 

Corybantes and Diofcuri of the Greeks, the fame 
with the Cabiri of A®gypt, 1. 249. 

Cofmogony of the AXgyptian Hermes, a view of, 
i.164. That of Sir Ifaac Newton ftated, ii. 
443, note. 

Courage, the companion of liberty,i. 198. 

Cratippus, a fophift of Rhodes, his character 
and miilion from the court of Perfia to 
Sparta, i. 269. His inftructions, 286. His 
reverence for the memory of Ariftomenes the 
Meffenian, ii. 326. 

Creugas the boxer, how killed at the Olympian 
games, i. 276. 

Crocodiles, great veneration of the Augyptians 
for, 1.435. 


Crefus 
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Crefus king of Lydia, his generous devotion to 
the temple of Apollo at Delphi, and deception 
by the oracle, ii. 67. Loft his crown by 
trufting to it, 106. Plot of a tragedy on the 
ftory of, 310. 

Crotona, the republic of, receives laws from 
Pythagoras, i. 127. 

Ctefilaus, account of his celebrated ftatue of 
Pericles, i. 319. 

Ctefiphon, an Athenian fophift, his analyfis of 
the Grecian mythology, i. 306. 

Cynifca, the daughter of Archidamus king of 
Sparta, the firft female who won the chariot 
prize at Olympia, her gift to the temple of 
Jupiter Olympius, i. 263. 

Cyprus, the feftival rites of, eagerly reforted to 
by young Perfian travellers, 1. 239. 

Cypfelus king of Coriuth, his hiftory, i. 258. His 
gift to the temple of Juno at Olympia, i. 264. 

Cyrus king of Perfia, his munificence, i. 395. 
His inftitutions favourable to liberty, il. 38. 
His palace of Pafagarda, 208. 

Cythera, Cleon propofes to the Athenians an 
attack on the ifland of, ii. 409. His propofal 
accepted, 416. 


D 


Dedalus, was accounted by the Greeks the 
inventor of fculpture, i. 368. His ebony 
moving figure of one of the attendants on 
Bacchus, 369. 

Damaratus, why pronounced illegitimate by the 
Delphian oracle, ii. 107. 

Damoxenes the boxer, how he loft the prize at 
the Olympian games, i. 276. 

Darius, the father of Xerxes king of Perfia, his 
wife inftitutions, i. 392. 

Debi, imprifonment for, prohibited by the laws 
of Aigypt, i. 391. 

Delos, the ifland of, purified, and its quinquennial 
feftival revived, ii. 84. An Amphityonic 
council formed there, 85. Anfwer of the 
oracle of, to the Athenian deputies there, 


427. 

Delphi, fituation of the city of, ii. 63. Defcrip- 
tion, 64. Account of the temple, 65. The 
fanCtuary, 67. Amphictyonic council, 79. 
The oracle at, 103. Caufe of its credit declin- 
ing, 106. 


E XxX. 


Delphinian tribunal at Athens, fome account of, 
1, 207. 

Deluge, general, natural evidences of it argued 
upon, i. 423. 

Democritus of Abdera, a teacher of the atomical 
fyftem of philofophy, his charaMer, i. 128. 
Contraft between him and Heraclitus, 129. 
The opinion formed of him by Hippocrates, 
ll. 16, 

Demofthenes the Athenian general, his fruitlefs 
invafion of AStolia, ii. 35. 83. Defeats 
the Spartan. general Eurilochus, 120. 
Advifes the feizure of Pylus, and is left 
governor there, 170. His gallant defence 
againft the Spartan befiegers, 172. He and 
Cleon reduce the ifland of Sphacteria, 289. 
Their letter to the fenate and people of 
Athens, 294. 

Defcartes, his philofophical chara€ter, ii. 440, 
note. 

Deferters, how punifhed by a law of Sefoftris 
king of Atgypt, 1. 386. 

Diana, the goddefs of, among the Greeks, the 
fame with Bubaftis among the /Zgyptians, il. 
ga. 

Diana Orthia, boys why fcourged on the altar 
of, in Sparta, ii. 96. 

Diana Sofpita, the temple of, at Megara, 
occafion of its erection, i. 253. 

Diodotus, his {peech to the Athenians in mitiga- 
tion of the punifhment decreed againft the 
Mitylenians, i. 357. His fpeech in the af- 
fembly againft Cleon’s {cheme of expences for 
the war, il. 410. 

Dionyfia, character of the orgies and ceremonies 
performed at, by the Athenians, i. 328. 

Diotimus, archon polemarch of Athens, difperfes 
a tumult of the people for want of provifions, 
Fae Dy 

Dibtien remarks on the ftyle of his fculpture, 1. 
368. 

Difcus, the mannet of throwing, at the Olympian 
games, defcribed, i. 277. 

Difputing {ociety, account of one formed by 
young citizens at Athens, il. 202. 

Diftinétions and ceremony, the danger of bring- 
ing them into public contempt, il. 358. 

Dithyrambus, fon of the Athenian Areopagite, 
his character, 1. 376. 

Divination, the various objects of, ii. 282. 
myfteries of, human contrivances, 286. 

Dolichus 
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Dolichus of Tarfus, the foot-racer at the Olympian 
games, epigram on his victory, i. 288. 

Draco, the Athenian lawgiver, character of him 
and of his inftitutions, ii. 144. 

Dramatic entertainments, the origin of, i. 359. 

Drunkenne/s, the Spartan youth how warned 
againft, 11.99. Is difcouraged in Perfia by 
Artaxerxes, 390. 


E 


Ecbatana, the city of, defcribed, i. 23. Account 
of the Afh-tower there, 335. 

Education, Perfian, the errors of, pointed out, i. 
237. Confequences of the neglect of, at 
Athens, 376. Wifdom of that of the antient 
Perfians, ii. 38. Account of that of the 
Spartans, 96. 

Elephantine ifland, defcription of the Nile there, 
i, 165. 

Eleufis, a town celebrated for the myfteries of 
Ceres and Proferpine performed there, i, 252. 
Good tendency of thefe myfteries, 410. Ex- 
ternal ceremonies of, 411. Conjectures as to 
the myfteries, 413. 

Eloquence, the ftudy of, not needful for the 
fpeaking truth, i.271. The corruption of, in 
the public councils of Athens, remarked, 374. 

Embalming the dead, inquiry into the %gyptian 
motive for, i. 431. 

Empedocles of Agrigentum, a philofopher of the 
Italic fe&t, his peculiar do€trines, i. 128. 
Pythagorean entertainment given by him after 
the Olympian games, 280. 

Enamel painting, by whom invented, 1. 370. 

Epenetus, his ftyle of oratory cenfured, 1. 375. 

Ephebi, a clafs of the Spartan youth, the age of 
admiffion into, ii. 96. ‘Uhe hardfhips they are 
required to fubmit to, 98. 

Ephefus, the character of the women there, 
formed by the natural circumftances and 
conttitution of the city, ii. 193. ‘The women 
of Ephefus and thofe of Athens compared, 

194. : 

Ephori, in Lacedemonia, occafion of the crea- 
tion of, and their office, ii. go. 

Epicurus, contraft between him and his difciples, 
ii. 433, ote. : 

Epigenes, his {peech in the Athenian fenate on 
occafion of the embafly from Sparta, il. 252. 


His fpeech in fupport of Cleon’s plan of fup- 
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plies for the war, 412. His character, 424. 
Is appointed embaffador to Perfia, ibid. 

Lpilep/y. why termed a facred diftemper by the 
Greek empirics, ii. 183. 

Error; human, how accounted for in the Perfian 
theology, ii. 317. 

Lfther, the ftory of, fuppofed to be found in 
that of Hazia, an A‘gyptian tale, ii. 51. A 
full defcription of the magnificence of the 
Perfian kings to be found in the book of, 389, 
note. 

Etrufcan ftatues and bas reliefs, character of, i. 
368. 

Euathlus the Athenian, his conteft with Pro- 
tagoras the fophift, 11. 260. 

vil, moral and phyfical, the difficulties attend- 
ing, how refolved by Socrates, ii. 9. 

Eumarus the painter, the higheft point of ex- 
cellence to which he attained, i. 368. 

Euphrates, catarats made in that river, and for 
- what reafon, i. 23. hey are removed, 70. 

Eupolus, his ftatue at Olympia, recording his 
fraudulent manner of obtaining the prizes at 
wreftling, i. 264. 

Eurilochus the Spartan general, his. expedition 
againft Naupactus, il. 84. Is defeated by the 
Acarnanians and Argives under Demofthenes, 
120. 

Euripides the tragedian, his hiftory and character, 
i. 402. Compared with Aifchylus and So- 
phocles, 403. -Charaéter of his play on the 
{tory of Oreftes, ii. 303. Juftifies the inter- 
vention of a divinity to produce the cata- 
itrophe, 304. Hisreafons why tragedy fhould 
reprefent fiction rather than hiftory, 305. 

Europa, origin of the ftory of her being carried 
off by Jupiter in the form of a bull, i. 315. 


F 


Fable, the parent of all hiftory, i. 130. 

Fabulifis, antient, the credit of their ftories fup- 
ported by painters and {culptors, i. 310. Are 
often too obf{cure to convey inftruction, 313. 

Laétion, the {pirit of, in republics, miftaken for 
the fpirit of freedom, i. 397. 

fame, pofthumous, why an improper purfuit, ii. 
300. . 

Feafts, Afiaticand Attic, how diftinguifhed, i. 12. 

Fitton, why more proper for tragedy than 
hiftory, H. 305, 

Forgery, 
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Forgery, how punifhed by the laws of Aigypt, i. 
80. 
Free will, an attribute of man, founded on his 
reafoning faculties, i. 123. 
Freedom, the fource of martial intrepidity, i. 
196. 
Funeral folemnities of the Aigyptians, an account 


of, is 429. 


G 


Gaba, one of the hunting palaces of the kings of 
Perfia, defcribed, ii. 207. 

Gallies of Athens, how manned, i. 227. 

Games, Olympian, the contefts at, defcribed, i. 
274. Reflections on their tendency, 281. 
Goat, why worfhipped by the Aigyptians, 1. 291. 
Gobryas the mage, his account of the future ftate 

of the human foul, il. 334. 

Gods, why improper machinery on the ftage, ii. 
303. Thofe of the poets, and thofe of the 
ftate, diftinguithed, 359. 

Golden fleece, origin of the tale of, i. 315. 

Gorgias, the chief of the Leontine embafly to 
Athens, character of his eloquence, i. 420. 
Gains applaufe by his bold pretenfions, ii, 
259. 

Gorgo, the wife of Leonidas, her reafons for the 
affluming manners of the Spartan women, ii. 
oF 

Government, popular, unfteady and fluctuating, 
i. 81. The tyranny or freedom of its in- 
fluence on the human mind, i. 196. ‘The 
moft natural form of, the patriarchal, ii. 43. 
Advantages of an infular one, 371. 

Greece, the manners of, compared with thofe of 
Perfia,i. 11. Progrefs of luxury among, 53. 
Reflections on the general ftate of, 57. Is 
ravaged by the plague, 66. ‘The philcfophy 
of, derived from Adgypt, g1. State of the 
Greek philofophy explained, 92.125. Inquiry 
into the earlieft zra in the hiftory of, 130. Is 
as fuperior to Perfia in learning as in arms, 
173. The freedom of the people the fource 
of their warlike intrepidity and fuccefles, 
196.- Account of the feven contemporary 
fages of, 213. Defcription of the Grecian 
troops, 222. Modes of attack and defence, 


226. Hofpitality of the Greeks to ftrangers, 
254. Defcription of the Olympian games, 
274. An analyfis of the Grecian mythology, 


E x. 

307. Remarks on the invafion of, by Xerxes, 
336. Origin of the Grecian ftage, 359. 
Hiftory of Sparta, ii. 72. Origin and forms 
of the council of Amphi€tyons, 79: Founda- 
tion of the claim of Xerxes to the dominion 
of Greece, 156. Conditions required by 
Artaxerxes for an alliance with Sparta, ibid. 
State of the medical art in, before the time of 
Hippocrates, 181. Characters of the Grecian 
women how formed, 191. Remarks on the 
antient hiftory of, 210. 


H 


Hazia, the ftory of, a memoir from the Mem- 
phian archives, ii. 51.- The refemblance of 
this ftory to that of Efther, remarked, 62, 
note. 

FHecateus the Milefian, an improver of hiftorical 
knowledge, i. 150. : 

Fieliea, the court of, at Athens, account of, i. 
208. 

Feliodorus, his ardent affe€tion for Antiope, 
daughter of Diophanes prieft of Jupiter, ii. 
176. His defpair at her fudden reje€tion of 
his addrefles, 179. 

Heliopolis, the temple of Ofiris, or of the fun 
thetes i 20. 

Heellanicus of Mitylene, a reformer of hiftory, i. 
ch: ; 

Fellanodica, at the Olympian games, their office, 
led a dl i 

Helots in the Spartan ftate, their flavith condition 
and cruel treatment, ii. 87. Horrid artifice 
practifed to reduce their number, 350. 

Heraclitus of Ephefus, contraft between him and 
Democritus, i. 129. ii. 16. 

Herma, the model of, formed from the perfon 
of Alcibiades, efteemed the moft beautiful 
youth in Athens, i. 318. Were the firft 
attempts at ftatuary, 368. 

Hermes, the pillars of, at Thebes, defcribed, i. 
84. Their popular hiftory, 86. The firft 
and fecond, their accounts of the origin of all 
things, i. 164. Account of the forty-two 
books of, 247. 

Hermodorus, the diviner, account of his death, ii. 
283. 

Herodicus, the inventor of gymnaftic phyfic, the 
preceptor of Hippocrates, ii. 182. 

Herodotus, 
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Herodotus, the hiftorian, his character, i. 150. 
His private hiftory, 151. Recites his work 
at the celebration of the Olympian games, 
152. ‘Travels into the eaft to complete his 
hiftory, ii. 28. 

Hefiod, his hiftory, and a character of his writ- 
ings, 1. OF. 

Hieroglyphic writing in Egypt, general idea 
of the nature of, i. 97. 131- Symbolical 
{culpture in the palace of Perfepolis, il. 113. 

Hieromnemon, in the council of Amphicttyons, 
account of, i. 80. 

Hippagrete, in the Spartan government, their 
office, li. OI. 

Hipparchoi, in the Athenian army, their office, 
i. 224. 

Hippeis, the fecond order of the Athenian 
einzens, 4..224. 

Hippocrates, the famous Coan phyfician, attends 
the difeafed during the plague of Athens, 1. 
so. Rejects the offers of Artaxerxes king of 
Perfia, 54. Apology for him, 68. How 
rewarded and honoured by the Athenians, 77. 
His judgment of Democritus, ii. 16. His 
eftimate of the ravages of the plague, 119. 
Hiftory of his life, 181. How he obtained 
the name of clinical phyfician, 182. Critical 
remarks on his practice and writings, 184. 
His cure of Perdiccas king of Macedonia, 
185. His perfonal character, 186. 

Hippodrome, or horfe courfe at Olympia, defcribed. 
i. 278. 

Bic feities is appointed one of the embafly from 
Athens to Perfia, ii. 424. His hiftory and 
character, 425. 

Hifforical fubjeGts, why improper for the 
Athenian ftage, il. 305. 

Hiffory, the cultivation of, not fo early as poetry, 
i. 130. Inquiry into the antient hiftory of 
Greece, 131. Civil government produced 
hiftorical truth, 133. And poetry, charac- 
teriftic diftin€tions between, 1. 310. 

Homer, his hiftory, and a character of his poems, 
i. 60. Is fuppofed to have afhifted Lycurgus 
in forming the Spartan ftate, 314. Traditional 
account of his death, ii. 65. His poems re- 
covered and publifhed by Lycurgus, 76. His 
gods and thofe of the ftate, diftinguifhed, 


339°. , ; 
Hoplitai, in the Athenian armies, who, 1. 223. 


> ame] (am, “OG ce an PO og —~ Om —~ 3 6 = — — — “ r r 
ea, S S06. ZB?>Ge > 0.5, 260.) ‘ 800.2 P02, "980, 99 S00, "0, SS “00, 009, "0, G09, "0g, Dy) DD” 


E +.€, 455 


Horfe traces at the Olympian games, defcribed, 
121278. 


_ Human nature, ought to be ftudied in republics 


rather than in monarchies, ii. 416. 

Hydafpes, firft chamberlain to Artaxerxes king 
of Perfia, his death and character, il. 389. 
Hymettus, advantages derived by the Athenians 
from the veins of marble in that mountain, 

ll. 396. 

Hyperbolus is appointed one of the embafly from 
Athens to Perfia, ii. 424. His farcaftical re- 
mark on his aflociate Epigenes, 425. His 
hiftory and character, 426. 


I and J 


Idolatry, the origin of, traced, ii. 20. 

Ferufalem, the city walled and fortified by 
Nehemiah, i. 364. 

ews, their national character, and review of 
their hiftory, by Hydafpes a Perfian, 1. 365. 
Their charafter by Smerdis a Perfian mage, 
4l4. 

Imagery, emblematical, injurious to religion, i. 
164. 

Immortality of the foul, by whom firft taught, 1. 
125. A confcioufnefs of, fuppofed to be in- 
herent in the human mind, 429. Arguments 
of Socrates in favour of, 11. 333. 

Inachus, the reputed founder of the Argive 
kingdom, remarks on the hiftory of, ii. 210. 
Induftry, how promoted by the laws of Egypt, i. 

89. 

Infuntivide, how punifhed by the laws of Aigypt, 
i. 388. 

Ingratitude, why punifhed by the Perfian laws, i. 
383. Examination into the propriety of 
making it a legal crime, il. 138. 

Inferiptions, commemorative, the ufe and abufe 
of, ii. 300. 

Iphitus, a defcendant from Oxylus king of Elis, 
eftablifhed the Olympian games in a regular 
plan, 1. 265. 

Tfagoras, a fophift of Athens, his character as 
joint manager with Theon, of a difputing club 
there, 1. 203. 

is, the temple of, at Tentyra, defcribed, i. 147. 
The moon, one of the deities of Aigypt, 289. 
The folemn feftival of, 343. Origin of this 

feftival, 
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feftival, 344. Feftival of, at Sais, ii. 28. Her 
temple there, 30. 

Jfand, the advantages of, over a continental 
territory, li. 371. 

Fudges ought to exercife difcretion in legal 
decifions, ii, 140. A corrupt one, how 
punifhed by Cambyfes king of Perfia, 141. 

Funo, the temple of, at Olympia, i. 264. 


bof 


Jupiter the_deliverer, the temple of, at Athens, 
rep wiiveyn 

Jupiter Olympius, the temple of, defcribed, i. 

DON 


K 


King, the permanence of his fituation renders 
him a faithful guardian of the laws, i. 394. 
Kings of Sparta, how chofen, and their authority, 

ii. 88. 


L 


Labyrinth, the famous one near Memphis, ac- 
count of, i. 434. 

Lacedemonians, afift Potidea againft Athens, i. 
2. Archidamus their king commands the 
Grecian allies warring againft Athens, 19. 
Lift of their allies, 51. Send an embaflador 
to the Perfian court, 154. Their unfucceff- 
ful attack on Acarnania, 158. Remarks on 
the Spartan character, 288. Funeral of Ar- 
chidamus, 305. Invafion of Attica by Cleo- 
menes, 323- Letter from the government of, 
to Artaxerxes king of Perfia, 406. Influence 
of the Lacedzmonians over the Thebans, ii. 
34- Foundation and hiftory of Sparta, 72. 
Laws_of Lycurgus, 74. CharaGer of the 
Lacedemonians, 76. Inquiry into the policy 
of their laws, 86. Magiftrates of, 88. Ranks 
of the people, 89. ‘The Ephori, 90. Inferior 
officers, g1. Cuftoms, 92. Education and 
manners, 95.. ‘he women, 97. Their public 
meals,98. ‘Their fleet at Pylus defeated by 
Nicias, 215. Inftrudions given to their em- 
bafladors at Athens, 237. They arrive at 
Athens, 249. They leave Athens on their 
propofals being rejected, 254. ‘They are fent 
to Perfia,255. Public audience and negocia~ 
tions of the embaffadors at Perfepolis, 272. 
Hiftory of the Meffenian war, 328. -Make 
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offers of peace to the Athenians, on the lofs 
of Spha@eria, 342. Horrid treachery exer- 
cifed upon the Helots, 350. Their youth, 
why fcourged at the altar of Diana, 377. 

Laconia, hiltory of the country of, ii. 72. 

Lamps, feftival of lighting, at Sais in Agypt, ii. 
28. 

Laurel, {appofed reafon of its being dedicated to 
Apollo, ii, 104. 

Laurium, the filver mines there, of great ad- 
vantage to the Athenians, ii. 396. 

Laws, the wifeft, fubje& to particular incon- 
veniences from the impoffibility of fuiting 
particular cafes, i. 202. 

Laws, penal, why fyperadded’ to the primary 
obligations on mankind, i. 383. How weak- 
ened in popular governments, 394. 

Leonidas, his brave ftand againft Xerxes in the 
{traits of Thermopyle, i. 338. 

Leontines of Sicily apply to Athens for affiftance 
in their war againft the Syracufians, i. 420. 
Leontium an Eubcean captive, fent by Cleander to 
Hydafpes firft chamberlain to Artaxerxes king 

of Perfia, ii. 125. 

Lefbos, the cities of, confederate to fhake off 
their dependence on Athens, i. 233. The 
Lefbians admitted into the Peloponnefian 
league, 283. 

Liberty, the parent of public virtue and courage, 
1. 196. 

Libo the Elean, the architeét of the temple of 
Jupiter Olympius, i. 261. 

Lycurgus, fuppofed to have been  affifted by. 
Homer in forming the Spartan ftate, i. 314. 
His hiftory, ii. 74. Divine honours paid to 
his memory, 76. Recovered and publifhed 
Homer’s poems, iid. His regulations to 
preferve the Spartans from civil feuds, 86. 

Lydia, the difturbances in that province com- 
pofed by the governor Artaphernes, i, 78. 
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Macedon, invafion of, by the Thracians, i. 1 93- 
Peace -concluded between Perdiccas and 
Sitalces, 232. 

Machon, a Corinthian admiral, his thip taken by 
Phormio the Athenian admiral, i. 160. 

Magi, Perfian, the corruptions of, pointed out, 

i, 229s 
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i. 229. The caufes of, inquired into, 23%. 
Form a college in the palace of Pafagarcla, ii. 
208. The religious philofophy of, ftripped of 
its emblematical drefs, 224. 

Magiftrates in the Athenian government, an ac- 
count of, i. 204. Their conduct fubje&t to 
fevere fcrutiny, 206. 

Marble, evidences of its priftine fluidity, i. 423. 
Hint for the choice of, in building, 427. 
Valuable quarries of, in the mountain Hy- 
mettus, ll. 396. 

Marbles, “hiktorical, the ufe and abufe of, ii. 
300. 

Mardonius, how defeated by the Megareans, 1. 
253. Remarks on his condu, 340. 

Marmor Sandvicenfe, illuftrative of the hiftory 
of the ifle of Delos, ii. 84, note, 

Marriage, the Spartan laws concerning, ii. 98. 

Mafques, why ufed in the Grecian theatre, i. 

ie 

Moe governor of Phrygia, is involved in the 
treafon of Sacas the eunuch, i. 195. Is put 
to death, 212. 

Medicine, the ftate of, in Greece, before the time 
of Hippocrates, il. 181. .Gymnatftic, 182. 
Megabyzus, caufe of his difgrace at the court of 
Perfia, i. 79. His death and character, il. 1. 

Review of his life, 2. 

Megara, fevere decree of the Athenians againft 
the city of, i. 73. How firft peopled, 253. 
The city defcribed, zdid. 

Memnon, the antient ftatue of, at Thebes, de- 
{cribed, i. 84. 

Memphis, the temple of the Cabiri there, burned 
by Cambyfis, 1.249. The feftival to Ifis 
celebrated there, 343. ‘Temple of Vulcan, 
345. Defcriptive particulars of the city, 
346. Funeral folemnities performed there, 
429. 

Maan one of Cleon’s Spartan captives, his 
acute reply to an Athenian infult, i. 341. 
Menes, the Egyptian deity, an account of, 1. 

290. 

cine thofe of Perfia, and thofe of Athens, 
compared, il. 151. 

Mercherinus king of Aégypt, eftablifhes divine 
honours to the memory of his daughter, i1. 29. 

Mercury, the firft Thoth or Hermes of A®gypt, 
his cofmogony, i. 164. All the learning of 
Egypt, attributed to him, 249. 

Meffenians, greatly opprefied by the Spartans, 
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ii. 327. ‘Their revolt under Ariftomenes, 
328. 

Meton, the firft who brought the Grecian calen- 
dar into method, ii. 433, vote. 

Military virtue, the great refpe& paid to, by the 
Athenians, i. 32. The good confequences of 
encouraging it, 36. 

Milo of Crotona, comes in his old age to contend 
for a prize at the Olympian games, i. 263. 
Gains it by finding no competitor, 275. 

Mindus, a Median lord, arrefted for a concern 
in the confpiracy of Sacas, i.267. Is ex- 
amined, 285. 

Minerva, the temple of, at Athens, defcribed, i. 
29. Her ftatue at Corinth, 256. Is fuppofed 
to be the Ifis of the Aigyptians, ii. 28. 

Mithriack cave, the myfteries of, explained, ii. 
amas 

Mitylene, unfuccefsful expedition of Clippides 
the Athenian admiral againft the city of, 1. 
234. 260. Public audience given by the 
Peloponnefian allies to embafladorsfrom, in the 
temple of Jupiter Olympius, 282. ‘The city 
blockaded by Clippides, 284. Surrender of, 
324. ‘Terms of capitulation, 325. Firft 
decree of the Athenians againft the Mity- 
lenians, 353. Second decree in mitigation of 
the firft, 358. 

Mocris, the lake of, in ZEgypt, for what purpofe 
contrived, 1. 434. 

Moloch, why the Carthaginians offer human 
facrifices to him, 11, 12. 

Monarchy, the adyantages of, over republics, 
ftated, i. 393. Aking the permanent guardian 
of the laws, 394. ‘The advantages of, in the 
vigorous exertions of power, 390. 

Money, laws of Sparta concerning, i. 86. 

Menkies, when taught to dance, how made to 
forget their leffons, 11. 261. 

Mofes, the Jewith legiflator, review of his hiftory 
by Hydafpes a Perfian, i. 365. 

Murder, wilful, juftly punifhed by death, by the 
laws of Aigypt, i. 384. 

Myron, account of his famous brazen cow, i. 
320. His lion furrounded by Cupids, 321. 
Myfon, one of the feven contemporary fages of 

Greece, his character, 1. 218. 

Myfteries,. Eleufinian, their ufe in the com- 
munication of ufeful truths, i. 410. The ex- 
ternal ceremonies of, 411. Conjectures as 
to the myfteries, 413- 

3N 
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Mythology of Greece, an analyfis of, i. 306. Of 
the poets and the common people, diftin- 
guifhed from that of the ftate, ii. 359. 


N 


Nabuchodrofor, the founder of Babylon, his pro- 
phetic forefight of its future fall, i. 26. 

Narration in profe and in poetry, how diftin- 
guifhed, i. 310. 

Nations, diftant, the confanguinity between, dif- 
cuffed, il. 209. 

Natural hiftory, a cabinet of, defcribed, and 
arguments in favour of a general deluge, 
formed from its various contents, i. 422. 

Naujficles, the Athenian deputy to the Amphic- 
tyonic council, defends his country againift the 
Corinthians, ii. 119. 

Navy of the Athenians, the expences of, how 
defrayed, i. 227. How manned, ibid. 

Nevo, the fon of Pfammetichus king of Aégypt, 
his attempt to open a communication between 
the Nile and the Red Sea, il. 31. 

Nehemiah, the fon of Hachaliah the Jew, cup- 
bearer to Artaxerxes king of Perfia, obtains 
liberty to rebuild the walls of Jerufalem, 1, 
363. His character, and upright adminiftra- 
tion in Judzea, 364. 

Neocles the Athenian, his ftyle of oratory cen- 
fured, 1. 375. 

Newton, Sir Ifaac, refemblance of his conjec- 
tures of nature, to the two fyftems of Thales 
and Democritus, 11. 443, note. 

Nicander, fent embaffador from Sparta to the 
court of Perfia, i.267. Inftances of the 
coarfenefs of his manners, 268. His evafive 
ftyle of negociation, 286. Conjecture at his 
views, 325. laconic letter tranfmitted- by 
him to Artaxerxes, 406. His condué in the 
embaffy, unfatisfa€tory to the Spartans, 1. 
130. Is joined to the Spartan embafly to 
Perfia, the objet of which he defeats, 273. 
Reafons for his refractory behaviour, 349. 

Nicias, the Athenian admiral, his expedition to 
Melos and Tanagrum, ii. 27. Defeats the 
Lacedzmonian fleet, and relieves Demofthenes 
in Pylus, 214. His private character, 217. 
His fpeech in the fenate on occafion of the 
embafly from Sparta, 251. Refigns his com- 
mand to Cleon, 254. His ineffectual expedi- 
tion to Corinth, 342. 
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Nicoftratus, the Athenian admiral, fent to fup- 
prefs the tumults at Corcyra, i. 379. 

Nile river, its courfe from Ethiopia defcribed, 
i. 165. Profpect of its overflow from the 
top of a pyramid, 186. Ceremony of cutting 
its banks, 187. Inquiry into the caufes of 
this periodical inundation, 189. The fuperflu- 
ous water how difpofed of, 434. ‘The 
famous cut to join this river with the Red 
Sea, by whom. undertaken, and why relin- 
quifhed, ii. 31. 

Nilopolis, ceremonies practifed there at cutting 
the banks of the Nile, i. 189. Mythological 
doétrines taught there of the divinity of the 
Nile, 190. 

No-Ammon. See Thebes. 

Nomethete, in the Athenian government, their 
office, 1. 205. 


O 


Ochus, the fon of Artaxerxes king of Perfia, his 
character, ii. 167. 

Odeum, or mufic theatre at Athens, on what 
plan it was built, i. 30. 

Oedipus at Colonos, a tragedy of Sophocles, 
recited by him in the court of Areopagus, as 
evidence of his fanity, againft his fons, i. 401. 

Ogyges king of Athens, the hiftory of, undeferv- 
ing credit, il. 143. 

Olpis,the fortrefs of, furrendered to Demofthenes 
the Athenian, by Menedatus the Peloponnefian 
commander, li. 120. 

Olympia, defcription of the temple of Jupiter - 
Olympius there, i. 261. Temple of Juno, 
264. Origin and alterations in the celebrated 
games there, 265. Competitors for prizes at 
the games, how admitted, ibid. The games 
defcribed, 274. Refleétions on the tendency 
of thefe games, 281. 

Omens, the various kinds of, confulted by the 
Athenians, ii. 282. Are difcredited by the 
fuccefs of Cleon’s expedition to Sphacteria, 


339% : eas 
Oracles, not under the guidance of evil beings, 
ii, 101. The reverence paid to them ace 
counted for from natural caufes, 102. Manner 
of confulting that at Delphi, 103. Obfcurity 
why neceflary to an oracle, 105. That at 
Delphi more explicit than other oracles, 106. 
Decay of its credit among men of underftand- 
ing, 
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ing, 11. 106. Inftances of influence and corrup- 
tion over, 108. Ceremonies at confulting the 
oracle of Trophonius, 114. An apology for, 
by Smerdis the mage, 314. 

Oratory, not needful for {peaking truth, i. 271. 
Remarks on the decline of, in the public 
councils of Athens, 374. his decline owing 
to the neglect of proper education, 376. 

Oromafdes and Arimanius, the good and evil 
beings of the Perfians, remarks on the 
doctrine of, i. 67. 120. 

Orfames, the fon of Artzeus, prefident of the 
tribunal of juftice in Perfia, his character, i. 
17. Travels to Babylon, &c. 24. His re- 
turn to Sufa, and marriage, ii. 69. His 
character of his wife Parmys, 364. His de- 
{cription of the pleafures of his retreat, 365. 

Ofris, the /&gyptian deity, account of, i. 250. 
His fymbol a black ox, 289. Expofition of 
the traditional accounts of his death, 347. 

O/manduas, the tomb of, at Thebes, i. 143. 

Offanes, one of the Perfian magi, his deep in- 
fight into nature, i. 123. 

Ofrracifm, the law of, at Athens, defended, i. 
199. Objections to it, zbid. 201. 

Ofrrich, its fleetnefs defcribed, i. 71. 

Owl, propitious omen given by, to Themiftocles, 
ii, 284. 

Ox, a black one, why revered by the AXgyptians, 
i. 289. 

Bane a Median lord, flies for his concern 
in the treafon of Sacas the eunuch, i. 267. 
Retires to Scythia, 286. Is taken and put to 
death, i. 48. 


P 


Paches the Athenian general, commanding at 
the fiege of Mitylene, receives the city by 
capitulation, 1.324. Purfues the Peloponne- 
fian fleet, 327. 

Pedarchus, his obfervation on lofing his ele€tion 
into the Spartan band, il. gt. 

Painting and fculpture, the qualities required to 
form a correct judgment of, i. 422. — 

Palladian court at Athens, fome account of, i. 
207. 

Panenus, account of his fketch of the battle of 
Marathon, i. 372. 

Panathenea, the feaft of, at Athens, by whom 
inftituted, il. 144. 
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Pancratiafis at the Olympian games, defcribed, 
1. 277 


Pandates, a. Median lord, arrefted for being con- 
cerned in Sacas’s confpiracy, i. 267. Is 
examined, 285. 

Paredroi in the Athenian government, their 
office, 1. 205. 

Parmys, the daughter of Sifamnes, her marriage 
with Orfames, ii. 69. Her character by 
Orfames, 364. : 

Parodies, the merit and tendency of, examined, 
ll. 360. 

Parrhafius, obtains the rights of a citizen of 
Athens, by his fkill in painting, i. 317. Ac- 
count of his Genius of Athens, 321. Character 
of his difpute about the armour of Achilles, 
307; 

Parricide, how punifhed by the laws of Aigypt, 
TSB OGs 

jopknsess at Athens defcribed, 1. 29. 

Pafagarda, one of the hunting palaces of the 
kings of Perfia defcribed, ii. 208. 

Paftophori, and Neocori, the facred ediles of 
fEgypt, account of, i. 247. 

Patizithes, a Perfian magi, his colle&tion of 
natural curiofities, and hypothefis concerning 
them, i. 422. 

Pedigrees, how preferved in Agypt, 1. 249- 

Pelopion at Olympia defcribed, i. 263. 

Peloponnefian war, the rife of, traced, i. 2. Re- 
fletions on, 9. Policy of the court of Perfia 
refpeCting, 41. The fecond year of, 47. The 
Peloponnefian embafly to Thrace, 82. The 
embafladors delivered up to the Athenians, 
who murder them, 102, ‘Third year of, 117. 
The Corinthian fleet defeated by Phormio, 
158. His fecond engagement with the 
Peloponnefian fleet, 173. Salamis ravaged, 
192. Plateza blockaded, iid. Fourth year 
of, 204. The Lefbians join the league againft 
Athens, 283. Fifth year of, 323. Invafion 
of Attica by Cleomenes, zid. Mitylene fur- 
renders to the Athenians, 324. Sixth year 
of, i. 1. The forces aflemble at Corinth, 
under Agis king of Sparta, for the invafion of 
Attica, 27. unfuccefsful invafion of Aitolia 
by the Athenians, 35.83. Defeat of Eurilo- 
chus by Demofthenes the Athenian, 120, 
The corn trade a principal caufe of this war, 
150. Seventh year of, 169. Pylus feized by 
the Athenians, and gallantly defended by 
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Demofthenes, 170. Defeat of the Lacede- 
monian fleet by Nicias, 215. ‘The Spartan 
embafly to Athens, how defeated by Cleon, 
253. And the Spartan embafly to Perfia, 
fruftrated by Nicander, 273. ‘The ifland of 
Spha€teria reduced by the Athenians, 289. 
Scheme of the allies to deprive Athens of 
their colonies in Thrace, 323. Treaty of 
commerce concluded between Athens and 
Perfia, 343. The Athenians ftop Artaphernes 
the Perfian fatrap, on his road to Lacedemon, 
402. Embafladors named from Athens to 
Perfia, 424. 

Peltaftai, in the Athenian armies, defcribed, i. 
224: 

Pentathloi, at the Olympian games, defcribed, i. 


275% 
Pata king of Macedon, affifts the Athenians 
in the fiege of Potidaea,i. 20. Is attacked by 
Sitalces king of Thrace, 193. How cured of 
a confumption by Hippocrates, 11. 185. 
Perialla, the Pythia at Delphi, convi¢ted and 
deprived for corruption, il. 107. 
Periander king of Corinth, his hiftory, i. 258. 
Pericles, advifes the Athenians to league with 
the Corcyreans, i. 2. His fuppofed motives 
for raifing troubles in Greece, 3. - His advice 
for the condu& of the Peloponnefian war, 7. 
Remarks on his public adminiftration, 9. 
Reftrains the impetuofity of the Athenians, 
19. His prudential motives, 20. His public 
undertakings to embellifh the city of Athens, 
29. His extenfive powers of oratory, 33. 
Reftrains the authority cf the Areopagus, 38. 
Propofes to command the Athenian gallies in 
the fecond year of the Peloponnefian war, 48. 
Employs public money in fecret fervices 
unexplained, 50. Is obliged to raife the fiege 
of Epidaurus, 74. Declamatory harangues 
of Cleon again{ft him, 75. Why he fupported 
the decree againft the Megareans, ibid. His 
fpeech in the affembly on the ill fuccefs 
of the embafly to Lacedeemon, 88. Is deprived 
of his authority, 89. Is reftored, 106. His 
reception of Cleander, 108. Is feized with 
the plague, 120. His behaviour under fick- 
nefs, and his death, 134. His defcent and a 
hiftory of his life, 137. His contefts with 
Cimon, 138. Is charged with mifapplication 
of the public treafure, 139. His fcheme to 
fecure a naval empire for Athens, 140, His 
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general character, 141. 156. Was the firft 
who afligned pay to the Athenian foldiers, 
225. ‘Vhe celebrated ftatue of him by Ctefi- 
laus, 319. His magnificent colle€tion~ of 
paintings and fculpture, difpofed of by his 
fon, 367. His acute retort on the im- 
pertinence of licentious oratory, 375. How 
he averted the omen of an eclipfe, ii. 340. 


Perjury, how punifhed by the laws of A‘gypt, i. 
387. 
3 

Perfecution, religious, juftified by Smerdis the 


Perfian mage, ii. 199. 

Perfepolis, account of the burial place of the 
Perfian monarchs there, ii. 109. The palace 
of, defcribed, r1o. 

Perfeus, def{cription of his temple’ at Chemmis, i. 
188. 

Perfia, origin of the fplendor of the court of, i. 
16. Is ravaged by peftilence, 15. 21. Its 
favourable circumftances for commerce how 
counteraCled, 22.. Ecbatana, the city of, de- 
{cribed, 23. Policy of the court of, toward 
the Grecian ftates, during the Peloponnefian 
war, 41. Solemn feftival at the court of 
Sufa, on deliverance from the plague, 44. 
‘The union of the Grecian ftates unfafe for, 
81. Prudent difpofition of the numerous 
forces of the empire, 177. Account of the 
Perfian forces encamped in the plains of 
Babylon, 178. Striking contraft between the 
tyrannical government of, and the freedom of 
the Grecian ftates,196. The punifhment of 
the boat, defcribed, 211, mote. Corruptions 
of the Baétrian fchools, 229. Errors in the 
Perfian education, 237. Vindication of the 
Perfian religion by Smerdis one of the magi, 
273. Review of the invafion of Greece by 
Xerxes, 336. Why ingratitude is punifhable 
by the laws of, 383. ‘Che extenfive punifh- 
ment of treafon there, condemned, 385. 
Defertion how punifhed, 386. Fluctuations 
of opinion in the council as to the part Perfia 
ought to take in the Peloponnefian war, 407. 
Encomium on the antient conftitution and 
laws of, ii. 38. The merchants of, compared 
with thofe of Athens, 151. The precepts of 
Zerdufht, favourable to procreation, 152. 
Conditions propofed by the fupreme council 
to the Spartans, 156. Poft offices an inftitu- 
tion of Cyrus, 163, mote. The tranquillity of 
the provinces, how fecured, 168. Character 

of 
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of the Perfian women how formed, ror. 
Reafons that induced the Perfian cabinet to 
incline to a Spartan alliance, 228. Negocia- 
tions of the Spartan embaffadors at Perfepolis, 
272. Plan of a commercial treaty fettled 
with the Athenians, 320. ‘The treaty con- 
cluded, 343. Cleander’s hints for the im- 
provement of the Perfian navy, 368. Un- 
fettled ftate of the coin there, 399. The re- 
venues of, how paid in kind, 400. Python 
the Athenian confined to his houfe by the 
king on the ftoppage of Artaphernes by the 
Athenians, 422. 

Perfic dance, defcription of, by Xenophon, ii. 
390, note. 

Petizas the eunuch, joins in the cabals of 
Teribazus againft Cleander, ies. 

Pherecides of Syrus, the preceptor of Pythagoras, 
firft taught the immortality of the foul, i. 125. 

Phidias, the Athenian fculptor, his great ex- 
cellence and ill treatment, i. 30. The ftatue 
of Jupiter Olympius his mafterpiece, 262. 
Account of his citron cabinet and its contents, 
371. The arts neglected on account of the 
war on his removal from fuperintendance of 
the public works, 373- 

Phidolas of Corinth, how. he gained the prize in 
the hippodrome at the Olympian games, s 
279. ; 

Philemon, the Athenian patron of Cleander, his 
charaéter, i. 241. His fpeech in behalf of the 
Mitylenians, 355. His remarks on the decay 
of true oratory in the public councils of 
Athens, 374. His fpeech in the fenate on 
occafion of the embafly from Sparta, Ws 2eT. 
Manifefts fufpicions of Cleander, 338. 

Philocles, the Athenian, his character, i. 243. His 
fuccefs at the Olympian games, 280. 

Philofophers, antient and modern, their compara- 
tive merits allegorically ftated, ii. 430. 

Philofophy, the progreds of, reprefented in a 
vifion, il. 4.30- 

Philftratus, nephew of the Athenian trierarch, 
his public character, 1. 376. 

Phenicians, earlier navigators than the Jigypt- 
ians, i. 347. ‘Traditional account of their 
origin, 348. Their voyages open a commerce 
of literature between the eaftern and weftern 
nations, il. 208. 

Phormio the Athenian admiral, his victory over 
the Corinthians, i. 158. His letter to the 
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fenate and people of Athens, 159. His fecond 
engagement with the Peloponnefian fleet, 173. 
Is fent out with a hundred gallies to feek the 
Peloponnefian fleet, 300. His death and 
character, 326. 

Phreatian court at Athens, fome account of, i. 
208. 

Phyjic, {tate of, in Greece, before the time of 
Hippocrates, ii. 181. Gymmnaftic, 182. 

Phyficians, Greek, their practice itinerant, ile 
182. Their knowledge of anatomy, why de- 
fe€tive, 184. 

Pindar the Greek poet, a character of his writ- 
ings, i. 64. 

Pireus, commercial appearance of the harbour 
of, is. Defcribed, 110. Is threatened by 
the Peloponnefians, and fortified, 192. 

Pifander the Spartan embaflador, his fpeech to 
the Athenian fenate, il. 250. 

Pififtratide, influence of the Delphian oracle in 
driving them out of Athens, how obtained, ii. 
Loe: 

Pifftratus, his chara&ter why improper to be in- 
troduced on the Athenian ftage, ll. 307. 

Pittacus, one of the feven contemporary fages of 
Greece, his hiftory and charaCter, i. 220. 

Plague of Athens, account of, i. 48. Thee 2 

Platea, the city of, furprifed by the Thebans, 
who are driven out by the citizens, i. 3. Is 
befieged by the allies under Archidamus king 
of Sparta, 117. 175. 192. A part of the 
garrifon efcape through the lines of circum-~ 
vallation, 301. The city taken by the Lacedze- 
monians, and. the citizens cruclly treated, 
379: 

Plato, his relations of the fayings of Socrates not 
always deferving credit, ii. 332, wofe. Origin 
of his Sympofium on love, 353. His philofo- 
phical character, 435, uote. 

Pliftolas, the Spartan embaflador to Perfia, his 
{peech to Artaxerxes, il. 273. His frank 
oppofition to the petulance of his colleague 
Nicander, 277- 

Pecile, the famous portico of, at Athens, de- 
{cribed, 1. 112. 

Poetry, was cultivated before hiftory, i. 130. 

Polycletus the feulptor, his two figures of Delian 
brafs, reprefenting youthful beauty and manly 

grace, i. 318. is canon or pattern of 

fymmetry, 369- 


Polygnotus, the inventor of enamel painting, his 
group 


STONE TES BORN Cet OLS Sonn 


N 


group of Trojan ladies, i.370. His three 
pictures dedicated to Apollo at Delphi, ii. 64. 

Polytheifm, the origin and evil tendency of, pointed 
out, 11. 20. 

Poft offices eftablithed throughout Perfia, by an 
inftitution of Cyrus, ii. 163. 

Potidea, the city of, revolts againft Athens and 
Thrace, i. 2. Is befieged by the Athenians, 
20. Is reduced by them, 103. 

Pregnancy, allowed to fufpend the execution of 
female convicts in Aigypt, i. 384. 

Priene; the fountain of, at Corinth, hiftory of, 
In 20: 

Priefts of ZEgypt, the different orders of, de- 
{cribed,i. 245. Their habits, 246. Their 
general character, 247. 

Procles an Athenian, his character, ii. 63. 

Prodicus, is ridiculed by Gorgias the fophift, ii. 
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nes the chief of the Augyptian priefthood, 
his office, and diftin€tive marks in his drefs, i. 
246. 

Proportions, the happy collective effe€&t of their 
juftnefs in architecture, i. 30. 

Protagoras the fophift, his generai offer to dif- 
pute upon any fubjeét whatever, ii. 258. His 
conteft with Euathlus, 260. Inftance of his 
mafterly verfatility of argument, 262. His 
public difputation with Socrates, on the 
dependance of virtue on inftru€tion, 264. 
His fable of Prometheus and Epimetheus, 265. 

Providence, the general ceconomy of, vindicated 
by Socrates againft partial objeCtions, ii. 7. 

Prytaneum, the court of, at Athens, i. 112. Odd 
conftitution of that court, i. 208. 

Pfammetichus, his embellifhments of the temple 
of Vulcan at Memphis, i. 345. Eftablithes 
himfelf fovereign of AEgypt, 351. 

Pfilci, in the Athenian armies, account of, i. 223. 

Punifbments, legal, why neceflary to affift the 
moral obligations on mankind, i. 383. 

Pylagoras, in the council of Amphictyons, his. 
office, ii. So. 

Pylus in Meffenia, the fort of, defcribed, ii. 169. 
Is feized by the Athenians, and Demofthenes 
left governor, 170. Gallant. defence of, 
againft the Spartan befiegers, 172. Is re- 
lieved by Nicias, 215. Is delivered up to the 
Meffenians, 351. 

Pyracmon, is fent from Sparta on an em- 
bafly to Artaxerxes king of Perfia, i. 154, 
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Why refufed an audience, iid. 
267).< 

Pyramids of Egypt, reflections on, i. 54. 431. 
Account of thofe at Memphis, 432. By 
whom erected, 433. 

Pyreicus the painter, his humorous ftyle and 
truth of defign, i. 370. 

Pythagoras the philofopher of Samos, his hiftory, 
1.125. The difcipline of his fchool, 126. 
Gave laws to the republic of Cretona, 127. 
The moft celebrated of his philofophical 
doctrines, ibid. His myftical philofophy fan- 
taftically applied by Hippocrates, ii. 185. 

Pythias, a Corcyrean fenator, is maflacred in the 
fenate houfe, i. 379. 

Pythii, in the Spartan government, their office, 
li. QT. 

Python, employed by the Athenians as an agent 
in the court of Sufa, his advice to his princi- 
pals, i. 326. His conferences with Gobryas, 
407. 11.127. Preffes the neceflity of a league 
with Perfia, 173. His reprefentations-to the 
court of Perfia, 216. Is commiflioned by 
Cleon to offer his fervicés to the Perfian 
court, 230. His conference with Gobryas on 
occaiion of the Spartan embafly to Perfepolis, 
279. His intelligence to the fenate alarms 
Cleander for his fafety, 292. Settles the 
plan of a commercial treaty with the Perfian 
miniftry, 320. His behaviour in this negocia- 
tion applauded by Cleander, 344. Is con- 
fined to his houfe by Artaxerxes, on Arta- 
phanes being ftopped at Eione by the Athe- 
nians, 422. 
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Races on foot at the Olympian games, defcribed, 
i. 278. Horfe races, ibid. Chariot races, 279. 

Rameffes, his obelifk at Heliopolis, i. 250. 

Rampfinitus, a defcendant from Sefoftris king of 
LEgypt, embellithes the temple of Vulcan at 
Memphis, i. 345. 

Reafon, the pofleffion of, the fource of free will 
in man, i. 123. 

Red Sea, the famous canal to open a communica- 
tion of the Nile with, by whom undertaken, 
and why relinquifhed, ii. 31. 

Religion, a view of the corruption of, by 
Socrates, ii. 19. Farcical folemnities of, in 
Aigypt, 32. 

Republic, 
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Republic, how martial virtue and public fpirit, is 
generated in, i. 196. Why not capable of 
fuch vigorous exertions of power as a mo- 
narchy, i. 397. Source of the fa€tious and 
unfteady genius of, il. 144. 

Robbery, extraordinary law relating to, in gypt, 
i. 390. 

Romans, fend a deputation to Athens, to copy 
the laws of Solon, ii. 137, 


S 


Saba, the territory of, defcribed, i. 70. And its 
metropolis, 71. Monument of the queen 
who vifited Solomon king of Judea, 72. 

Sabacon an Ethiopian prince, his invafion of 
Egypt, i. 351. 

Sacas the eunuch, his treacherous correfpondence 
with Pericles, difcovered, i. 194. He is ar- 
refted and tried, 210. His punifhment, 267. 

Sacrifices, omens colleéted from the victims for, 
by the Athenians, 11.285. How degenerated 
from the primitive idea.of making offerings 
to the deity worfhipped, 379. When animals 
began to be flain for facrifices, 381. Why 
offered by the Tyrians and Carthaginians to 
Moloch, ii. 12. 

Sadocus, the fon of Sitalces prince of Thrace, is 
made a citizen of Athens, i. 90. Procures 
the Peloponnefian embafladors to be delivered 
up to the Athenians, 95. 

Sagartians, who, and how armed, i. 179. 

Sages, feven of Greece, an account of, 1. 213. 
Occafion of this appellative diftin@tion, 214. 
Sais in Egypt, feftival of lighting the lamps 

there, ii. 28. ‘Temple of Ifis there, 30. 

Salethus, a Lacedemonian agent, a principal 
author of the revolt at Mitylene, fent prifoner 
to Athens,i. 325. 

Salamis, the ifland of, defcribed, i. 59. Is 
wafted by the Peloponnefian fleet, 192. 

Sandwich, ear] of, valuable marble brought home 
by, illuftrative of the hiftory of the ifle of 
Delos, ii. 84, vote. 

Sappho, called the tenth mufe, remarks on her 
character and writings, 1. 63. 

Sappho an Athenian lady, her correfpondence 
with Cleander, ii. 418. 

Sardis, ftate of, under the government of 
Astaphernes, il. 155. 


E xX. 463 


Saturn, or Moloch, origin of offering human 
facrifices to him, ii. 12. 

Scytale, the Spartan method of correfponding by, 
explained, ii. go. 

Sefoftris, his magnificent dedication of a fhip to 
the fovereign deities of Mgypt, i. 344. His 
conquefts, and civil inftitutions, 349. His 
law againft deferters, 386. Story of Hazie, 
lie SI. 

Sethon, a prieft of Vulcan, raifed to the throne 
of egypt, i. 351. 

Shells, their difperfed ftate in the bowels of the 
earth, urged as evidences of a general deluge, 
1423. 

Sicyon, republic of, i. 261. 

Sitalces king of Thrace, delivers up the Pelo- 
ponnefian embafladors to the Athenians, i. 
g5- Invades Macedon to depofe Perdiccas, 
193. Concludes peace with Perdiccas, 232. 
Some young Perfian fatraps affaffinated at his 
court, li. 235. 

Slavery, how it debafes the human mind, i. 
196. 

cere account of his philofophical ftudies, i. 
94- His fimple manners, 168. His fuperiority 
over the fophifts at the Stadium, 183. His 
conference with Cleander, 184. Remarks on 
his character by Smerdis one of the Perfian 
magi, 271. His models of the three Graces, 
373. His partiality for the tragedies of 
Euripides, 403. Refufes initiation into the 
Eleufinian myfteries, 410. His vindication 
of the general ceconomy of Providence, againft 
particular objections, ii. 7. His reafoning 
againft the fuppofition of an evil principle 
counteracting the purpofes of deity, 10. His 
account of the corruption of religion, 19. 
Why cautious of publicly declaring his fenti- 
ments, 25. Receives leflons of wifdom from 
the celebrated Afpafia, 135. His public dif- 
putation with Protagoras, the fophift, on the 
dependance of virtue on inftruction, 264. 
His reafoning in fupport of the doétrine of 
the immortality of the human foul, 333. How 
introduced in Cleander’s philofophical vifion, 


434. 

See dne eldeft illegitimate fon of Artaxerxes 
king of Perfia, his character, ii. 167. 

Solon the legiflator of Athens, account of his in- 
{titutions, i. 36. Was one of the feven 
contemporary fages of Greece, 219. ‘The 
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Romans fend to Athens for a copy of his 
laws, ii. 137. Character of thefe laws, sid. 
145. 

Soothe ying, the myfteries of human contrivances, 
ii. 286. 

Sophifts their character, it. 258. 

Sophocles, the fcholar of AEfchylus, carries away 
the palm of tragedy from him, i. goo. His 
character and hiftory, 401. Compared with 
E{chylus and Euripides, 403. 

Soul, human, the A®gyptian fymbolical expreflion 
of its incorruptible nature, i. 432. No diftinc- 
tion of fexes in, il. 132. 

Sparta, defcription of the city of, ii. 73. Hiftory 
of the republic, 74. See Lacedemomans. 

Spartolum, the Athenians defeated in an attack 
upon the town of, i. 119. 

Sphaéeria, ifle of, its fituation, n. ro, -tThe 
Lacedeemonians befieged there, by Nicias and 
Demofthenes, after their naval defeat, 215. 
Truce concluded between them, zbid. ‘The 
ifland reduced by Cleonand Demofthenes, 289. 

Sphinx, the figure of, why placed in the avenues 
of the Aigyptian temples, i. 294. Account 
of that at Memphis, 433. 

Spintharus of Corinth, direéts the building of 
the temple of Apollo at Delphi, 11. 65. 

Spitamenes, the Perfian lieutenant in Baétria, is 
defeated and killed by the Scythian auxiliaries 
of Ariazus, 1. 409. 

Stadium at Athens, and the philofophical con- 
ferences there, defcribed, i. 182. 

Stadium at Olympia, for foot-racers at the 
games, defcribed, 1. 278. 

Stage, fatitical complexion of that at Athens, i. 
12. Remarks on, 298.332. The Athenian 
theatre defcribed, 329. Of Greece, origin 
of, 359. Why Gods are improper perfonages 
to introduce upon it, 11. 303. 

Stealing, how licenfed by a law of Agypt, i. 
390. Encouragement in, why a part of the 
Spartan education, ii. 96. 

Stipax, the fculptor, his ftyle, i. 370. 

Stones, arguments in favour of a general deluge, 
deduced from materials found in, i. 426. 

Strategoi, in the Athenian government, their 
office, 1. 205. 

Strophe and Antiftrophe, in the Grecian drama, 
defcribed, and by whom invented, i. 361. 

Stryaglius the Mede, his courtfhip of a Sacian 
lady, i. 181, 
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Superftition as fatal to mankind as Atheifm, i. 
one. 

Sufa, grand feftival at the court of, on the 
deliverance of Perfia from the plague, 1. 44. 

Seyene in Thebais, account of the religion there, 


i. 163. The obfervatory there, 166. 
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Taoces, the retreat of Orfames, defcribed, ii. 207. 
362. 

Taraxippus, the genius, his favour why invoked 
by the horfe-racers at the Olympian games, 1. 
279. 

Tanxiarchoi, in the Athenian army, who, i. 


223. 

Lanilie, king of Scythia, affifts Ariazus in his 
revolt againft Perfia, i. 409. 

Teafpes, the Perfian mage, his converfation with 
Orfames and others, on the primitive con- 
fanguinity of diftant nations, 11. 209. His 
fentiments on the origin of mankind, 220. 
His examination of the Aigyptian cofmogony, 
222. His detail of the religious philofophy 
of the magi, 224. 

Telephanes of Phocis, his model of a ftatue of the 
heroine Larifla, i. 373. Is engaged in the 
fervice of Megabyzus, 374. Is employed 
under Otanes, fuperintendant over the royal 
palaces, ii. 109. His defcription of the palace 
of Perfepolis, 110. _ 

Temples, not calculated to promote inward piety, 
i, 106. 

Tentyra, the city of, in Egypt, defcribed, i. 147. 

Teribazus, treafurer at the court of Perfia, his 
cabals againft Cleander, ii. 5. Procures his 
removal from Athens to Thebes, 46. His 
fcheme defeated, 47. His court intrigues, 
166. Is reconciled to Cleander, 395. 

Teriteuchmes, a relation of Gobryas, acts treache- 
roufly by him, ii. 387. 

Tethmofis king of AZgypt, his hiftory, 1. 349. 

Thales the Milefian, the founder of the [onic 
philofophy, his hiftory, i. 92. Caufeafligned 
by him for the overflow of the Nile, 189. 
His anfwers to the queftions propofed to him 
by Amafis king of Aigypt, 214. Other in- 
ftances of his wifdom, 215. 

Theagenes of Syracufe, the boxer, how he gained 
the prize at the Olympian games, 1. 276. 

Theagenes, 
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Theagenes, a prieft at the temple of Delphi, his 
character, il. 64. 

Theatre, defcription of that at Athens, i. 329. 

Theatrical reprefentations,« the. origin of, i. 
359: 

Thebais, account of the religious worfhip of the 
inhabitants of, 1. 163. 

Thebes, hiftory of the antient city of, i. 83. Its 
dimenfions and remains, 84. Statue of Mem- 
non, bid. Pillars of Hermes, 85. Deriva- 
tion of its name, 87. The facred hbrary 
there; 143. State of parties there, 11. 34." 

Theft, extraordinary law of /Atgypt, relating to, 
te, 9O0% 

Themiftocles, his treacherous propofal for the 
agerandifement of Athens, i. 115. How he 
deftroyed. the, gallies of Xerxes, 339. | 

Theon a fophift of Athens, hig character as a joint 
manager with Ifagoras, of a difputing club 
there, 11. 203. 

Thermopyle, remarks on the conduét of Xerxes 
in paffing the ftraits of, 1. 337: 

Theron, the Rhodian, his.a€tive oppofition to the 
attempt of Zopyrus upon Caunus, il. 197. 
Thefeus, properly the’ firft lawgiver in Athens, it. 
143. Superftitious regard of the Athenians 
for his inftitutions, 397. hat: Pale Pt 
Thefpis, the firft former of the Greek theatre, i. 


9. | 
Theil the chief part of the cavalry in. the 
Grecian armies, fupplied from thence, i. 225. 
This,the metropolis of a once powerful dynafty 
of Thebais, its fituation, i. 188. ‘Thoth; fee 

Mercury. , 
Thucydides the hiftorian, ‘his. perfonal character, 
i. 1yo. Hig fentiments on the government 
of Athens, 171. His account of the feizure 

and difmiffion of Artaphernes, ii. 428. 
Tigranes the Mede, his remark on the character 
of the Greeks, i. 281. 
Tigris, cataraéts made in that river, and for 
what reafon, i. 23. They are removed, 70. 
Timocles,a rhetorician of Euboza, his character, 
ii. 5.  Efcapes from Ecbatana, 47. His 
treachery to ‘leribazus, 395. 

Toforthrus, king of Aigypt, inftru&s the Mem- 
phites in the art of mafonry, i. 345. 

Tradition the foundation of all hiftory, 1. 130. 
Is a fatal enemy to truth, i. 308. 

Tragedy, the writers of, cenfured for temporary 
allufions in their compofitions, i, 362. Its 
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merit and that of comedy compared, 4o4. 
Why it-ought to be employed on fiction, 
rather than on hiltorical reprefentations, ii. 
305. Is improved far beyond comedy, 357. 

Lranfmigration of fouls, the Aigyptian doctrine 
Of, te 290..430s 

Travellers, why tempted to marvellous narrations, 
i. 308. Their true objects of attention, 383. 

Travelling, as an article of education, the errors 
of, pointed out, i. 238. ‘Lhe true: end of, 
383. 

Treafon, the exceflive punifhment of, by the 
laws of Perfia, condemned, i. 385. 

Trievarchs.in the Athenian fleet, who, 1. 228. 

Troops, the feveral kinds of, employed by the 

Grecian ftates, 1.222. 

Trophies hung up in the temple. of Apollo, at 
Delphi, ii. 66. 

Trophonius, the grove and:cave of, defcribed, ii. 
trr4, Ceremonies “at confulting the oracle, 
11g. Reflections on it, 117. 

Truth, the {peaking of, requires no art, or f{tudy, 
i. 271. How injured by tradition and poetry, 
S10. 

Typhon, expofition of the traditional accouitts of, 
in Egypt, i. 347- ll. 13. 

Tyranny, the corruption of monarchy, lefs dan- 
gerous than anarchy, the corruption of a re- 
public, i. 398. 

Tyrteus, the blind poet, fent by the Athenians to 

“lead the Spartan troops againft the Meflenians, 
ii. 328. The extraordinary powers of his 
poetry in his military character, difcredited, 
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Venus, why adored in armour by the Spartans, 
ll. . 

Vidims for the Athenian facrifices, omens col- 
leGted from, ii. 285. When animals firft 
began to be flain for offerings to the Gods, 
351. 

Vidories, how celebrated by the Athenians, ii. 
298. 

Villeroy, M. fecretary of ftate to Henry IV. of 
France, how betrayed by his godfon and chief 
clerk, il. 388, mote. 

Virtue, why not fo attractive to youth, as vice, 
240. The caufes traced, 377. Difputation 
between Socrates and Protagoras, on the 
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queftion whether it is innate or depending on 
inftruction, ii. 264. Ought to be practifed 
for its own fake, without hope of reward, or 
dread of punifhment, 383. 

Vifion, allegorically comparing the merits of 
antient and modern philofophers, ii. 430. 

Voice, how modulated on the Grecian ftage, i. 

I. 

VY; os the temple of, at Memphis, account of, 
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Wilkins, bifhop, his philofophical character, ii. 
441, Hote. 

Wifdom, appears in different fhapes in different 
countries, 1, 240. 

Women, Spartan, their chara€ter, ii. 97. The 
influence of laws and cuftoms on the manners 
of, 190. Perfian women,191. The charaGers 
of Athenian and Ephefian women compared, 
194. 

Wi sre, a frontier town of Macedon, is ftormed 
by the Thracians, i. 193. 

Wreftlers at the Olympian games, the contefts of, 
defcribed, i. 275. 


Xx 


Xantippus, the fon of Pericles, his extravagance, 
i. go. Sells his father’s colle€tion of paint- 
ings and fculpture, 367. 

Aenophon the hiftorian, his defcription of the 
Perfic dance, il. 390, vote. 

Aenophon, is defeated and killed by the Chalcy- 
dians, 1. 119. 

Aerxes, his errors after forcing the ftraits of 
Thermopylz, noted, i. 259. His character, 
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336. His fchemes and the means to execute 
them, ridiculous, 337. His conduc a con- 
tinued feries of blunders, 338. His muni- 
ficence, 395. Foundation of his claim to the 
dominion of Greece, ii. 156. 

Aerxes, the fon of Artaxerxes king of Perfia, 
his charater, ii. 167, 


Wi 


Youth, Perfian, errors in the education of, 


pointed out, i. 237. Wifdom of the antient 
inftitutions of, ii. 38. 


Z 


Zadoc, a Jew at the court of Perfia, his account 
of the Jewith government and religion, i, 415. 

Zarina queen of the Sacians, her revolt againft 
the Medes, i. 181. 

Zerdufbt, the precepts of, favourable to procrea- 
tion, ii. 152. Prohibits burial of the dead, 
Lea. 

vant the Ephefian painter, his ftately reception 
of Megabyzus the Perfian viceroy, i. 317. 
His liberal offers to Cleander, 372. 

Zopyrus, the youngeft fon of Megabyzus, caufe 
of his quitting the Perfian court, ii. 48. Re- 
tires to Athens,where he endeavours to engage 
in enterprizes againft his country, 121. 130. 
His conference with Cleander, 158. Propofes 
to eftablith a fettlement at Caunus, 174. Is 
killed in affaulting the city, 196. ' 

Zoroafter, the retreat in which he penned his 
precepts defcribed, i. 52. Is contrafted with 

_the feven fages of Greece, 221. His pleas in 
juftification of coercion in matters of re- 
ligion, il. 199. 
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